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TO THB BIQHT HONOBABLB 
SIB EDMUND WALKER HEAD, BARONET. 

Mt dbae Sib, — I venture to appeal to your respected 
name as the best introduction for the little work which 
I do myself the honour to dedicate to you. To you, 
indeed, it owes its existence. You conferred upon me 
the appointment I have the honour to hold under the 
Crown in Canada, and that appointment has given life 
to an idea, long cherished in embryo. 

The management of the Ordnance Lands in this 
Province has thrown me upon the scenes of the most 
notable evente of the late war. It has brought me in 
contact with many of the surviving actors. It has 
revived early recollections of my own. 

The achievements of 1812 were the houseliold words 
of my childish days. For three years, I grew up among 
the men, and almost among the incidents of the time. 
In the Spring of 1815, from the Grand Battery at , 
Quebec, I had watched the slow cavalcade which bore 
Sir George Prevost across the icti of the St. Lawrence, 
on his return to England. 

Fifteen years afterwards brought me back to a coun- 
try which, for thirty-three years, has been my home. 
During this long interval, the subject of the war has 
never ceased to be one of great interest. It has led 
to many enquiries, and to a gradual accumulation of 
material, which might have seen light earlier, had I 
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■n DEDIOATION. 

not been daunted by a wholesome precept of my Eng- 
lish schooling : 

81 qnsntam cuperam, poesem qnoqae. Non meaa aadet, 
Bern tontare pador, qaam viies fern tecosent. 

That I do so now, must be ascribed, in great part, to 
the liberality of my Publisher; in some degree to the 
pressure of a belief that, under the circumstances of the 
times, the effort had become a duty ; and still more, 
to the opportunity and incentive you had made. 

Permit me therefore, "si tamparmim carmen, majestaa 
recipit trta," to offer to you, in your honourable retire- 
ment, this mark of respectful homage. Canada owes to 
you a deep debt of gratitude. The revival of the 
military spirit of the country is due to your fostering 
hand. At yoiur touch the Volunteer force sprang into 
life. The spirit you infused is inextinguishable. Tour 
parting words will never be forgotten. As a member 
of that force, " quorum 'pare parva fui" I offer this 
humble tribute to your talents, your patriotism, and to 
your manly, English, independence of character, and 
have the honour to subscribe myself, 

My dear Sir, 

* With regard and gratitude, 

Your faithful servant, 

WILLIAM F. COFFIN. 

Ottawa, 2ud January, 1864. 
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ERBATA. 
P. 48, line 21, for " Eowud," read " Heward." 
P. 63, line I, for " Eewwd," read " Eewud." 
P. 36, line 18, for " Admiral Hamphreya," read "Admiral Berkeley." 
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THE WAR AND ITS MORAL 



CHAPTER I. 



i~v7%.l& — like the characters on the labanim of Constandnu * — \» 
a sign of solemn import to the people of Canada. It carriea mth 
it the virtae of an incantation. like tlie magic aumerala of the 
Arabian sage, these words, in their utterance, quicken the pulse, 
and ribrate through the &ame, summoning, from the pregmutt past, 
memories of suffering and endurance and of honorable exertion. 
They are inscribed on the banner and stamped on th& hearts of the 
Canadian people — a watchword, rather than a waiMsry. With 
these words upon hi» lips, the loyal Canadian, a^ a vigilant sen- 
tinel, looks forth into the gloom, ready with bis challenge, hopeful 
for a friendly response, but prepared for d^y other. 

The people of Canada ore proud of the men, and of the deeds, 
and of tiie recollections of those days. They feel that the ww of 
1812 is an e^nsode in the story of a young people, glorious in 
itself and fiill of promise. They believe that the infant which, 
in its very cradle, could strangle invasion, struggle, and endure, 
bravely and witbout refHiung — ^is capable of a nobler development, 
if God wills further trial. 



• Tid* Qibbon, TdI. II, pp. SGe, 3S0. 
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It is impossible for Hob people to ignore the portents of the time. 
The blast of war hurdes aromid them ; Its aights are m tbfflr eyes, 
and the Bounds in their ears. They feel that they are witfiin the 
edge of the fatal circle, and await the stroke of the cyclone. It is 
natural t^at, at such a time, the popular mind ^ould revert to the 
experience of the past, and that the war of 1812 should be con- 
stantly invoked as au' example and as a warning. 

Thus, the story of the war has suddenly become a sabject of 
interest which it is difficult to satisfy. Hfty years have come and 
gone, aad of the thousands who survived the contest, how few 
remfun to tell the tale or prant the moral ! Within the last few 
months, three honoured men, heroes of 1812, and who emphati- 
cally deserve the title, — Sir Allan MacNab, Sir John Beverley 
BobinBon, and Major-G«neral Evans, — have gone to &^ rest, full 
of years and well-earned diatinctioD. The vwces of those who conid 
animste by eloquent experience, and guide by then- counsels, 
become d^y, fewer, fainter, and more indistinct ; and we turn with 
Borrowfiil respect from the living witnesses of the time, ttf those 
who bear record to the gallantry of thdr deeds and t^ DoUieDesB 
of their motives. 

The story of the war has been io\i by eminent writers <ni both 
^es of the Atlantic. We have British and Amttricaa histories ; 
we have biography ; and the pages (f periodical literature hare 
been, in turn, alike devoted to the events of ati epoch when the 
•world was a-glow with arms, and- war Seemed to he' the msin voca- 
tion of mankind; bat the works of the general historiaa are 
volaniinoaB and inaccessible to the masses, and tiie part yielded to 
Canada Is unavoidably small, on an arena occupied by ttie embat- 
tied nations of the earth. The Canadian authorities, fliitUhl and 
reliable guides so fte as they go, are, mi!)ti%, out of pristand 
scarce ; and they have been succeeded, and th«r places ngiitped 
At our own firesides, hy a flood of American pubHcations, sensar 
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tiooal as tliey are termed, written for shov, deeigned for sale, and, 
to this end, pandering to the worst pasaions of a morbid nation- 
ality. Writers of this class run, frantically, foil Hit at Britain, 
her institutions and her colonies, with deatliVhead and marrow- 
bones for device ; and the bonea are broiled, devilled, and seasoned 
to smt a literary taste prurient '■ and craving as the appetite of tlie 
hnngry ogre in the nursery tale, who snufis the wind and mutters— 

Fe, fi, fo, fnm, ' 

I smell the blood of an Engliahmui; 

Be he aliTc, oi be he dead, 

I'll grind hiB bone> to make mj bread. 

The present is therefore deemed to be an opportune moment to 
place the following pages before the Canadian public. A new 
book on an old subject may offer the attraction of novelty, and, in 
the present instance, will possess the advantege of an anxious 
dedre for truth. One great object will have been obtained, if it 
provides an antidote to the American literature of the day ; if it 
counteracts its influence, while it eschews its example. Nothing 
will be extenuated for the solace of British pride or to palliate 
British shortcomings ; and most assuredly nothing shall be mali- 
fflously charged to their adversaries. It will be the endeavM- of 
this narration to invest the story told, as ^ as possible, with a 
Canadian character ; to present the war in Canada in a Canadian 
point of view ; and, while ^ving all honor to those to whom honor 
is justly due, still to impart, as far as can be rightly done, a Cana- 
dian individuality to this Canadian Clironicle of the War. 

This de^gn has been greatiy luded by the kindness of some few 
of the survivors of the warhke scenes of " fif^ years since," 
who have embellished by the light of their reminiscences a work 
which has no other claim to oripnality. In justice to these ven- 
erable contributors, their names will be ^ven in proper time and 
place, in gentle violation of the relactant modesty inseparable firom 
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.br&Terj and TOrtb, and which never, has shone more brightly and 
mth less (£ affectation, than in the present ioBtance. 

And ia tbe olghU of winter, 

Whea tbfl sold noTth winds blow 
And th» long bowling oT tbe wolrei 

la board unong tba mow ; 
Wben Tonnd tlie lonel; cottage 

Blows load tbe tempest's din, 
And tbe good logs orAlgidas 

Boar loader yet witbin ; 

Wben tbe oldest cask is opened, 

And the latest lamp is lit j ' 
When tbe cbeatnata glow in tbe emben, 

And the kid tarns on tbe spit; 
When the joung and old in circle 

Aroand the firebrands cloBSi 
Wben the girls are weaving baskets, 

And the boja are shaping bows ; 

Wben tbe gndeman neoda bis armooi, 

Atid trims bis belmet's plame ; 
Wben the goodwife's sbnttle marrilj 
, Qoes flaabing throagb the loom, — 

With weeping and with laughter 

8dll U the stor; told 
How well Horatiaa kept tbe bridge 

Id tbe brare days of old. 
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iei2— ItantioD of tlie Wu—Feellng in CauBdi. The War no Cuudlu qtixnel. Value of 
Cuudft to England at that orislB. The fbellng between the Britlfih and American 
people. BilUsh pretanrioni— Mght of Searob— Reelrted bj t&e Danes— The nfuthem 
poweis—The Americana. British dileainiB. Blookade of 1809. Berlin and HUan 
Deorew. Cheers In ConnciL ConitrnctiTo Blockade, French and American Incoii-i 
elatency. Tronbln of nentrala. Ai&tr of the I-eopard and Chesapeake, 1901. American 
exaoBrbatlan. BrlUili exeloBiiHi feou American hulwiin. Ameriean graUtade to 
France. French armpatb; in Canada a mistake. The Butem Statea aTerae to tlie 
War. AlUraf the Freeldent and Little Belt, 1811. Irritation increases. Fnaldentof 
United Statee appeals to Congrea. War declared letb Jnne, 181S. FntUe attempt to 
captareBritiBhWwt India fleet British disbelief in a war. 

The war of 1812 — so called in Canada — extended over tbree 
yeaiB,— 1812, 1813, 1814. War was declared by Act of Congreea 
of the United States on the 18th June, 1S12. It waa terminated 
by the proviaione of the Treaty of Ghent, 24th December, 1814 ; 
which, however, was not ratified at Washington before February 
7th, nor proclaimed in Canada until the 2lBt March, 1815. 

Canada in 1812 cared as little, as at present, for a war with her 
powerful neighbor, but, as at present, cared not to evade it. 
The ploughshare and the broad-axe are her indigenous weapons, 
only to be exchanged at the call of honor, and of the public 
eafe^. Defence, not defiance, has been and ever will be her 
motto. 

The war of 1812 waa no Canadian quarrel. It was forced upon 
the Canadian people, and fought upon Canadian soil, to gratify the 
antipathies of two nations, too like to be loving. True it is, 
tiie Britisb CKoadians of the West did not belie their descent, 
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and Bhared, vrithoat stmt, in the weakness and the strength of the 
Bri^h character ; nor can it be denied, that the French popuhr 
tion of the East woke np to the fight with the ga; and gaUant 
Bpirit of t^eir ohiTalroos foreiathers. Bat the lot of both was to 
be betwixt the upper ani the nether grindstone, and both &ced 
the inevitable ordeal bravelj and weU. 

Nor is it right to admit, as some hare asserted and many have 
believed, that the as^tance of England was purely grataitoos, — 
^t the defence of Canada brou^t.no compensation, that it was 
in feet an additional barthen at a burthensome crisis ; for it is 
beyond dispute, that the North American Provinces, and Canada 
especially, were indispensable to England at this period of tiie Great 
War in Europe. At the time that she was excluded from. the 
porta of the Baltic, her best supplies of timber ctaae &om Canada, 
and the non-interoonrse acts of the United States had thrown her, 
for this article, almost exclusively on the resources of the North 
American colonies. One of the strongest arguments for war in 
the Congress of the United States was that employed in 1811 by 
Mr. Porter, the Chfunnan of the Committee on Foreign Afiairs, in 
reference to the conquest of Canada. " These Provinces," smd 
the speaker, " are not only immensely valuable, but almost indis- 
pensable to the ezistenoe of Great Brittun, cat off, as she now is in 
a great measure, from the North of Europe. The exports from ■ 
Qaebec only, amounted daring the last year to near mx nullions of 
dollars, in ship-timber, and provisions for support of her fleets and 
armies." Canada, in &ct, made rich return for the expense of 
defending her, by the supplies afforded to the West India-colonies, 
and to meet the home demand. The war with N'apoleon proved 
the value of tiiese colonies, and. a war with Russia might show it 
again. 

Little heed, however, did the men of those days ^ve to ques- 
tiims of this sort. The only question between England and her 
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cuiouj &en, was one of mutaal aaBistance. The men of &e tJliited 
Statea were shrewder calculators, but the feeling whicli ruled in the . 
Bntigh hefurt w4B one of hitter irritation. The war, indeed, was, at 
0x6 bott(Hn, no quarrel between gorenunents. The goTemmentB 
of the da; were but the instmmeiitB of the lime. The real cause 
of. strife waa, to be found in tlie t^i^r of the people. It was a 
pf Esooal " turn up " between Jonathan and J<^ Bull. 

Inter 
Hectork Priamiden anjtaauun.alqne inter Aebillem 

Ira fuit capitalls. 

The iuuiQ0Edl7 engendered between the British and American 
nations by the War of tlie Revolution had not been allayed by the 
peace of 1783. It had excoriated both parties. The people on 
both sides were dissatisfied with the results of the contest. Neither 
had had enough ; each had still an old grudge to settle ; the 
British were keen for a fight, the Ameiieaiui were keener, and 
grasped at the first inviting oppoitunity. 

From the day when Burke exchumed. a^iinat " the pas^on which 
many men in very humble life have taken in the American war, 
and in our subjects in America, our colomes, our dependencies," 
and denounced " the syren song of ambititm which lias charmed 
ears one would have thought were never organized to that sort 
of muMC," • to the close of that contest, the spirit of the British 
people was the same ; That spirit survived the ccmtest. They 
could finr^re the French Fontenoy and Steinkirk, they could 
exchange stem courtesy with Luxembourg or Marshal Saxe, for 
they had entertained with stiU greater courtesy captive French 
monarchs and marshals ; but they had no o£et to the hnmiUationa 
of ike American War, nor to the victories of militia generals. 
They could not ^ve in : their umpires had done so for them, but 
tiiey were. anxious for another round. 

* Speech pieTioas to the election, Bristol, 1780. 
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Since tbe peace of 1788 the British sod the Americam bad 
dhided between them the canying trade of the world. Th^ met 
in' eyery harbour, and in every harbour came to blows. The 
words " Yankee " and " Britisher," witii a sangninaiy expletive, 
were constant terms of mntual reproach, and the popolar voices of 
New York and larerpool swelled the chorns with accompaniments 
not always the most soothing ,* — the feeHng between the people was 
very bad. 

The GoTemment of America shared largely in this iU feeling ;, 

Th« dog, to gkin hii priTitM end*, 
Went in«d, and bit tbe maD. 

The Grovemment of England in aU sinceri^ — hotly pressed and 
fightdng against heavy odds elsewhere — songht no additional quar^ 
rel with Ammca. But it was bonie down by the burden of its 
traditions. With the pertinacity of vigi»o«8 age, it chmg to the 
assumptions of triomphant and overbearing boyliood. The mari- 
taine preten^ons of England were, at this time, excessire. F<»^ 
getfiil of all but her naval strength and hereditary renown, she 
exacted concessions she would have scorned to grant, and to which 
no spirited nation, more e^cially one sprung from her own loins, 
could condescend to submit. 

She infdsted on the " Bight of Search." drat, to search ittu- 
tral vessels for hostile property, whether " contraband of war " or 
not ; and secondly, and still mcAre offensively, od the right to search 
neutral veesels — even the war-«hipa of peacefiil nations — in quest 
of deserters. The Americana, on t^eir part, contended that the 
flag covered the merchandise, that the deck oSblo American ship 
was a sanctaary, and tltat t^e preteoeion to searoh for deserters 
was a profanation and an outmge. 
, In.the haughty spirit of their Norse forefiitiiers, the "VikingB of 
d had, for centuries, exacted firam all nations obedience in 
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the "narrow Beae," The power to compel, whether it was to 
" dip a flag " or, to give up a deserter, continued to ^e arrogated 
and exercised. But in time, other men arose who resisted the 
imposition In 1799 the Danish &igate Haufenau had contested 
the attempt to search neutral vessels under convoy, and the Danish 
Minister, Count Bemstorf, had replied to the angry remonstrance 
of England, that " the captiun of the Danish king's fngate, by 
repelling a violence which he had no right to expect, had done no 
more than his duty ;" wid m the summer of 1800 the Freja, 
another Danish frigate, fought^ most gallantly in support of the 
independence of her national flag, and, having lost two men killed 
and five wounded, struck her colore, and was carried into the 
Downs.* 

To these> pretemdons, followed by such acts, is to be ascribed the 
eomhinataon of the Northern powers — Russia, Sweden, Denmark, 
and Prussia — in 1800, to secure, as it was termed, " the liberty of 
the seas," so that neutral ships should freely navigate the coasts of 
belligerent powers — that every&ing but what waa expressly con- 
traband should be held to be free^that the declaration of officers 
commanding ships of war should free the cargoes of their convoys, — 
and that no search should be allowed." There cui be little doubt 
but that the popular irritation upon such subjects greatly strength- 
ened &e hands of Napoleon in his subsequent occupation of the 
Scandinavian kingdoms. In die year 1800, when the American 
enjoys, Messrs. Elaworth, Henry, and Marray, toot leave of the 
Consular Government of Fraace, they were entertained at a ban- 
quet, where the Consul Lebmn .proposed the significant toast, 
"To the union of America with the power of the North, that 
respect may be procured for the liberty of the seas." f 

As the refusal to recognize these "new regulations," as they 

■ aiffbrd'i History of tbt Wu of lh« French BeTolntioo, Tot. I, p. 2$&* 
t Ibidem. 
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■were termed, was the oatenribie canee of the war of 1812, it may 
be pentiitted bera to inquire a little fiirttier. 

The itmate justice of England had been earij aroused to a sense 
of tije unreasonableneas of these pretensions. The Government 
of England waa prepared to abate this annoyance by treaty stipn- 
lations. Indeed, in 1806, negotattons to this effect were actually 
closed by a treaty between England and America, which Mr. Jef- 
ferson, for reasons best known to himself, refused to ratify ; the 
practice therefore, objectimable as it was, rererted to the gtalM quo 
ante. The principles then contended for, are fully recognized now. 
They have been accepted and acted upon by all civilised nations 
for half a century. The first nation to violate them has been the 
Americans themselves, in the late notable exploit of the irrepresable 
Wilkes. 

And it should be kept in mind, that, at this critical period, 
England waa involved in a gigantic contest. Almost single-banded, 
she had for years resisted the combined powers of Europe, grasped 
and wielded by the most extraordinary genius of modem times. 
Every means and device of war had been employed and exhausted ' 
in this stupendous struggle. This was no time for concessions 
which could only strengthen her adversaries. Indeed, as wm 
measures alone, the measnres taken would hare been justifiable. 

In May, 1806, Mr. Fox, then leader of the British Govern- 
ment, had declared the coaste of France and H(Jland, from Brest 
to the Elbe, to be in a state of blockade, and enforced the declara- 
tion by the exhibition of 160 ships of war, tmder Lord Keith, in 
the Channel and on the North Sea. 

In November 1806, and in November 1807, Napoleon; by Decrees 
dated Irom Berlin and Milan respectively, retaliated. He declared 
the whole British Islands to be in a state of blockade, authorised 
file seizure of any vessel, of any nation, bound to Britain, and con- 
fiscated British goods, whether contraband of war or not, fi>und 
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SEuliDg Tmder any flag. England again retorted bj further Orders 
in Council, KoTember, 1807, declaring all countries under the 
power of France to be blockaded, vbether actitoRy blockaded or 
not; and that all products of countries so conatructivdy blockaded, 
being taken, in the bottoms or ships of any nation, should be held 
to be good prize. 

Constructive blockade was an innovation in the en^eiy of war. 
It was blockading run mad. The right to blockade an enemy's 
ports in time of actual warfare had been perfectly understood, 
so long as the blockade was effectual and complete ; but the block- 
ade declared by England was of countries, not specific ports, and 
was declared to exist, whether such countries were actually block- 
aded or not. England justified her course by contending that, as 
mistress of the seas, having one thousand ships cf war afloat, she 
practically blockaded the whole world. We will Bot pause to dis- 
cuss this process of reasoning ; bwt if fallacious and unjust on the 
part of England, how should it be de^gnated on the part of Napo- 
leon, who, " without a angle ship of the line, and only a few 
smaller vessels capable of putting to sea, declared the whole British 
Empire in a state of blockade" ?* 

It is also right to notice, that, by the French treaty of Morte- 
fontfune, to which the Americaiis were parties in the year 1800, the 
Maritime code, promulgated by Napoleon himself, had stipulated 
with ostentatious liberality that " the flag should cover the mer- 
chandise." Thus while England, by her Orders in Council, adhered 
reluctantly noA ex necettitate rei to obsolete traditions, France, who, 
with great trumpeting, had abandoned all right, by her Decrees 
dehberately violated her own treaty stipulations to suit a present 
purpose. Moreover, it was felt in England, and felt sorely, that 
while she was fighting the battle of constitutional freedom against 

* AllsoQ., Am. fld., Vol. ir, p. 453. 
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atark despodsm, and was compelled to have recmirse to expedients 
Bhe would otherwiae have been willing to wiure, free America sym- 
pathized and aded with the French Emperor, that 

What in tti« corporal wm bat a ehoIerEe word, 
Wm U tlM toldier a flat bluphemj. 

It must be admitted, at once, that the neutral was Borely tried. 
Well might he exclaim, under the confficdng circumBtanceB, " a 
plague on both your houses.^' He was bandied between the diB- 
putants after a &shion equally iatal to trade and temper ; and had 
he turned witii equal spirit on both tormentors, little blame would 
he have had. - During this absorbing and protracted contest, 
wherein every French and every British seaman — by press-gang or 
conscription — had been claimed for the service of his country, the 
Americans, safe in their neutrality, had, by degrees, almost monopo- 
lized the carrying trade of the world ; An enormous commerce had 
grown np, upon which ^le British Order in Council and the French 
Decree fell with ruinous force ; and &om the nature of things, the 
gripe of tihe Briton outreached and outmeasured the stroke of the 
Gaul. The cruisers of England swarmed on every sea ; American 
■vessels, bound to French ports, or to, or from, ports of countrieB , 
tributfliy to France, were captured by scores ; while the merchants- 
man bound to Britain or her Colonies, was safe except from some oeca- ■ 
eional French frigate or skulking privateer. While this state of 
things existed, the bill of dunagea incurred on French account, was 
largelyagainst England ; but at the same time, had a kindlier or more 
Idndred spirit prevailed in America, it woiJd have been seen, that 
flie interruption of the trade with France was aipply compensated 
by an immense and more profitable trade with Great Britain, and 
the memory of a generous forbearance would have been productive 
1^ fiuit to unbqm generations. 

But, npon the old rankling waa piled this new agony ; and in 
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1807, JuD6 22, occurred an incideat which grea% exasperated 
the pre-existiDg bad feeEng. The right of search was rudely tested. 
The Leopard, a British 74-guii ship, acting under orders from flie 
Admiral of tJie Korth American station, overhauled in American 
vatere, the American fi^gate Chesapeake, and demanded the sur- 
render of certdn alleged deserteis. The demand tras refused, and 
the refusal was answered bj a broadrade, to which the Chesapeake 
- rej^ed, but, inferior in strength, etntck her colors, having lost three 
men killed and eighteen wounded, among the latter the commander. 
Commodore Sarron. The deserters were arrested and removed, 
taken to Halifax and tried, and one, convicted of piracy and mutwy, 
waa hanged. 

This act was an outrage — a Ugh-handed act of that school of 
Tritons in which Commodore Wilkes of the U- S. N. subsequently 
graduated ; but before one word of remonstrance or complaint ' 
could reach the British (Government, this act of aggression was dis- 
avowed. Captain Humphreys, commanding the Leopard, though 
actjng under orders, waa recalled. Admiral Humphreys was super- 
seded, and every possible reparation made and offered. It waa 
declared " that the right of search when applied to vessels of 
war, extended only to a requitition, and could not be carried into 
effect by force." 

But the wrath of America was unappeasable — the blow, the 
irreparable and unpardonable blow had been struck. It was the 
natural instinct of a young and brave people. On subjects such as 
these the British were comparatively easy, — their national character 
was made, but the Americans — a new nation — had a national charac- 
tor to make. They were, thtrefore, on this occasion, " all feeling 
and raw life," and brought th6 brave Commodore Barron to a coort- 
martial for not resisting fiirther, where no good was to be gEuned 
or honor w<m. 

The resentment of the American GoTermnent was hot and hasty. 



tvGoogle 



30 CHROHIGLB OT THE WAB. 

; Before aakiiig, and without awaiting, reparation, the Preadent 
issHed a Proclamation escluding from the harbors of the United 
States His Bntamiic Majesty's ships. As the fleets of France 
continued to enjoy access to these ports, this act was, at once, 
hostile to the former and fiiendly to the latter country. If 
England had resented the capture of the Trent with similar 

. virulence, the Tuscarora would never have blockaded the Sumpter, 
for weeks, in Southampton water. But Jeflfersou, the representa- 
tive of the democratic principle in American pohtics, was Presi- 
dent of the United States. He and his party betrayed on this 
occasion, and on many more, strong hatred to England, and marked 
favoritism towards France. It is undeniable that the American 
people owed a deep debt of gratitude to France. iLafayette and 
Bochambeau and De Grasse aided, and more than aided, to achieve 
the independence of America. America owed to France a grateM 
return, and eztubited her gratitude by suffering much, and saying 
little. The democratic party, eager to humble Britain, accepted 
any humiliation rather than quarrel with France. They submitted 
to the capture of ships in neutral ports, the sequesti^tion of 
cargoes, the ransom of merchandise, with a ftunt remonstrance. 
French war shije seized American merchantmen at sea, plun- 
dered and burnt them, — an example which has been feebly imi- 
tated by the notorious Alabama of the present day. They con- 
soled tiiemselves with the belief that the anticipated triumph of the 
French Emperor in Europe, would ensure their supremacy on this 
continent. They were prepared to divide the world between diem. 
With this view they accepted wrong from France, and heaped 
wrong on England. England's difficulty had become America's 
opportunity. In the words of the historian Alison, " the ostensible 
object of the war was to establish the principle that the flag covers 
the merchandise, and that the right of search for seamen who have 

. dwerted, ia inadmisdble ; the real object was to wrest from Great 
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.Bntain. Qie Cao&daa, aad, in conjunction with Napoleon, extin- 
gni^ its maritime a&d Colonial Empire." 

Politicians, too, of thb early American Bohool, liad a notion that 
French connection and the conquest of Canada were ajnonymoua 
terms. Tbis waa a great mistake, aa was found out, aome short 

.time after, on the battlefield of Cbateauguay ; but from the first, 
it had an unexpected good efiect, for the verj suggestion of a 
French policy or the exercise of French influence, teated the 
Britiah feeHng still latent in the hearts of thouswds c^ Americana. 
In the New En^and States, a war with England was denounced, 
which, without any just grounds, destroyed their trade and paralyzed 
their industry. Citizens of these States, expressed an abhorrence of 
France, and of its rule, and protested against the contemplated 
introduction of French troops on this continent, which, under tiie 
pretext of subduing or sedudng the French; Canadians, might prove 
to be snbrersive of their own liberties. 

It is probable, that t^ this worthy spirit of truthful independence, 
may be ascribed the &ct, that during the whc^e of the ensuing war, 
the immense extent of frontier between Lower Canada and the 
States of Vermont, New Hampdiire, and Mfune, was unaasiuled by 
an enemy. It is wdl worthy of reflection that, during the whole 
war of 1832 no hostfle irrupticm was attempted upon the Provmce, 
fr6m Lake Ghamplaia to the ocean. The lacilities were as great 
and the temptation aa atrong, as when the impetuous Arnold forced 
a passage to Quebec down the valley of the Gbaudi^re. This feat, 
executed in 1775, in the depth of a Canadian winter, athwart a 
howling wilderness, of^red an incentive 'and an example, wluch 
could only have been counteracted by the sober good sense and 
right feeling of the people of the Eastern States in 1812. 

Amid tbeie ^iTersitieB 
. .There is.niuch.irudam to b« taugljt And learnt. 

At tins p«riod «f univeretd, fwment^ when decrees, orders in 
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oomioil, proolamatioiiLS, non-importation and non-intercourse acta, 
embnrgos and imbroglios, with their mystical jargon, puzzled, scared 
and exasperated half mankind, when America rejected British 
manufactures, and prohibited the exportation of cotton and com, 
when the artisans and operatiTes of England were half crazed with 
&mine,— occurred another untoward event, which exhibited in the 
brightest light that noble forbearance wbicb ia to thia daj the 
proud inheritance of a fearless people. 

On the 16th May, 1811, the British sloop of war little Belt, of 
18 guns, commanded by Captain Bingham, waa pursued off Cape 
Charles by the American 44-gun &igate President. America waa 
at peace with the whole world. Commodore Rogera had nothing to 
fear, and had nothing to ask, of a foreign war-ship of any nation, of 
such inferior force. On American principles, he had no right to 
overhaul or search. He did overhaul, and h^ed ; and declared that 
he was answered by a shot, which led to a determined fight of three 
quarters of an hour between the ponderous American and bis pigmy 
antagonist. The Little Belt waa shot to pieces. Commodore 
Rogera, on learning the name of hia adversary, politely regretted 
the mistake, and offered help. ;Bingham demurred to the mistake, 
uid declined as^atance. He could help himself, and so he did, 
and brought his small ship in a sinking state into Halifax, with eleven 
men killed and twenty-two wounded. Thia officer averred, with 
much reason, that his orders prohibited, and common sense forbade 
the colhsion he was said to have provoked^ The statements on 
both wdea were conflicting ; we are left to draw a reasonable infer- 
Nice from the facte. Rogers waa tried by conrt martial, and acquit- 
ted amid much national exultation. The American government 
disavowed hostile inatniction, and the Britiab Government acqui- 
esced in the amende, and made no remaric. 

This offering of the cheek to the smiter does not seem to have 
been appreciated. It very rarely ia. Gl^e forbearance of England 
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ms honest, anselfish, self-denying, bnt it was entirely miaconstraed. 
Neither reparation, as in the oase of the Chesapeake, nor patience, 
aa in that of the Little Belt, could induce a corresponding spirit. 
The temper of America had festered into rancor. The feeling of 
die governing masses waa not il]*expreased in the lines of Martial: 

Non amo te, Sabidi, nee pOBSum dicete qnare, 
Hoc taatam pMsam dicere, noa amo te. 

In November, 1811, the President officially appealed to arms. 
Congress eagerly responded by large votes of men and money. 
During the winter, warlike armaments were made ; in the spring, 
fresh votes of money and men. At length, and at this juncture, 
when the Emperor Napoleon, at the head of the largest army the 
world had seen, was pressing on triumphantly to the boasted subju- 
gation of all the Russias, and Wellington, squabbling with Camaril- 
las fmd Juntos, was preparing, in silence and apparent discomfiture, 
fi>r a renewal of the struggle in Sptuu, the United States declared 
war against Great Britain ; nor did they waver when they learned, 
a few weeks after, that the obnoxious order in Council, so bitterly 
resented, had at the time of the declaration of war been actually 
repealed. War was declared on the 18th of June, 1812, by Act 
of Congress. Mr. Madison, then President, who had done all in 
his power to exasperate existing ill-wUl, and to lash the popular 
nund to fren^, eluded the responsibility of the latal act, and made 
a catspaw of the le^slature. 

" Coming events cast their shadows before," particularly to those 
who can shape events to suit their own purposes. The declaration 
of war was preceded by lai embargo imposed in April, 1812, devised 
shrewdly, to intercept all sources of transatlantic information with Eng- 
land, and to ^ve to the spoiler her homeward bound West India fleet. 
It was well known that this rich prize would be on the Atlantic in 
Hay or June, unsuspecting and insufficiently protected. By closing 
tiieir ports, the Americans cut off all communicalioQ between the 
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conntnes, and caused great loss to their own aod British commerce, 
bot secured, tl^Tebj, all the Bailora of the impotmded ^ps, <^ their 
own marine, and (^ other countriea tiso, for fdture natioiial Berrice 
on the ocean and the lakes. InstructioDB muBt hare been giren 
to the American navy long bef<»-e the deolaratioa of wm-, for, on the 
18th June, the day on which irar was decUred at Washington, 
Commodore Rogers — red with the blood of Cock Bobiit — ^backed by 
a stout squadron of three frigates and two sloops, gave chase to 
the West India fleet, convoyed by the frigate Belvidera, which gal- 
lantly rescued every merchantman, and saved herself. Thus ^ed 
tiiis cute speculation on the argoaios of England, and the cotem- 
poraneous invasion of Canada fared no better. 

The people and the authorities of Canada had for long been 
aUre to the imminence of a war. Standing on the brink c^ the 
crater they could see the d^Iy progress of the red and angry 
torrent, destined at any moment to boil over and ravage their own 
qmet homes. A cry tor support and assistance, rather than protec- 
tion, had long before gone forth, and was met, as it appeared to 
them, by tui inconceivable apathy. The rulers of England believed, 
or forced themselves to believe, that the tTnited States would never 
quarrel with their own kith and kin, and their best &iend and 
. customer, in unnatural alliance with the despot of Europe. They 
relied on the right feeling, the shrewd and practical sense, and on 
the commercial interests — both of North and South— of democrat 
and federalist. The people of Bngland, rallying from a staggering 
blow, looked only to their front, regardless of the assailant in the 
rear. They were, at this moment, fighting for dear life with a 
gigantic and remorseless foe. " Three days after the Americui 
decliu^tion of war, Wellington crosBed the Agueda to commence 
the Salamanca campaign. Six days aftor, Kapoleon passed the 
liTiemen on his way to Moscow, at the head of 380,000 menv" * 

• Alison, Vol. IT, ch. Tfl. 
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mtteofCaiiadaattteairtbMakofUwwu. HOituyfiwcA-AttitadeofllieiMopl*. AnOH 
afBnwk—HIicbancter Mill eu'lfoareei^-Letter from Vimtreal. ISOB— Tike> oammmd 
of troops In Upper Cumda, ISIO— BeoomeB UeutenantrGoTeniDr, ISll. Hnll lUvkdM 
CBD>da, IStb Jnlf. FraoUaotlDB— Broek'B nplj--Meeti Pu-Uasieiit. BpMt of (he 
Bonntr;. ' United Kmplre LojtliBts. Proctor at AmhentbDrg-, 4Ui Angniit— Detw:h« 
TeeoDueh— DefesM Vui HoriM. On Tth Angoit, Hull rettret bom Cuuda. ASkir at 
UiS^iii. Gaptai«afHlohtllmadiwe,b!rC>pt.BDli«T«UidToaHaiDtFoChlW. Brack 
witb Tork Tolnntoere reubea Amberatbnri;. lulerrlew with TMomwh. Ciptnre of 
Detroit, ISth Angott, 1812. 

At the ontbreak of the tror, Canada trtiB is fact in a defeaceless 
condition. To man the fortresaea Of Quebec and Kingaton, and to 
cover a frontier of 1,700 miles in length, the whcfle a^^iilable fore© 
consisted of 4,460 regnlara of all arms. In the Upper ProvinOe, 
which presents a water frontier of 1,800 milea, there were bat 1,450 
soldiers, or about two men and a firaction per mile, without oountmg 
ganisons. Sir George Frevost, whose quaMcsilJoiis paitook move 
of a dial than of a military character, governed the coimtry, and 
commanded in chief. The militia eonaiBted of about 2,000 men in 
tie Lower Province, and periiaps 1,800 in the Upper, not all called 
out, unarmed and undisciplined, and posseBsing little of tiie appear- 
ance or of the quality of soldiers, except pluck. 

It may well be imaged, and admitted wi&out dkperagement to 
any, that, in the absence of all fitting preparation, the toosin of 
TOff Ixtre upon its eeho^a dismay to many hearts. The prepara- 
tiiRiB'iif^e eaen^had been long msde and ostentatioualj paraded. 
DoubUess tlieir extent had been exaggerated, but still thej were 
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immeasurably in adrance of onr own. Indeed the apparent bu- 
pinenesa on our part had engendered doubt and suggested disaffec- 
tion. It is impossible to ignore the alarm, and confusion, and 
despondencj, which settled down, for a time, hke a black cloud upon 
the country, until suddenly, day broke through the gloom, and the 
stalwart form and sterling character of Brock strode into light. 

Like the white horse in a battle-piece by Wouvermana, in every 
delineation of this war, Isaac Brock stands fortli from the canvas, 
fiie central figure and conunanding feature of the Bceue. It wiU 
not be uninteresting, therefore, to offer, at the outset, abrief sketch 
of his earlier career. lie was bom in the Island of Guernsey in 
1769, the year which gave birth to Napoleon and Wellington. He 
was descended &om an old and respected family. He obtained his 
first commission in 1T85, served in the West Indies, was promoted 
rapidly, thanks to the havoc of, climate ; and, by the force of a vigor- 
ous constitution, survived to command the iOth foot as senior Col(HieI 
in the expedition to Holland in 1799, where he made his mark 
under adverse circumstances. In 1801 he was selected with his 
re^ment to serve under Lord Nelson, in his memorable attack on 
Copenhagen. In 1802, Brock accompanied his re^ment to Canada, 
and was, for the next ten years of his life, identified with the exist- 
ence of a country which he ultimately governed wisely, defended 
nobly, and which points to his grave as the monument of his glory. 
He was a man of natural capacity, self-«ultivated, resolute, and 
endowed remarkably with tlie qualities of forethought and fored^t. 
His correspondence, imperfectly preserved, makes us regret that 
BO much should have been lost.* These memorials of an honest, 
modest, and truly brave nature, have fiimished the greater pajii of 
these details. In person he was tall and athletic, with a command* 
ing bearing and gentle manner. In private life he was irreproacb- 



■ Lift Knd OorrMpondenc* of Sir Ii«aG Brock, bj Tappu. 
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able, universany rcBpeoted by tboae wbo did not know him, and 
loved by those who did. His public life speaks for itself. 

In 1806, being senior officer at the time, Col. Brock commanded 
the troops both in Upper and Lower Canada, and so threatening 
was the aspect of a^ra — six years before the war broke out — " tiie 
Americans being employed in drilling and forming their militia, and 
openly declaring tJieir intention of invading the Province the 
instant that war is determined on," " that he took vigorous measnrea 
for the defence of the Ancient Capital, and for etrengtheiung Cape . 
Diamond. On the arrival of Sir James Craig, the new Governor 
General anA Commander-in-Chief, he relinqiiished his temporary 
command, and returned to his re^ment, which was always in 
splendid order. In 1808 he was appointed to be a Brigadier ; and 
an extract from a letter written to his brother in July of that year 
is worth reproducing here, as showing the malice aforethought 
which provoked the war — the pre-detenmnation to " comer" Great 
Britain — to compel her to resent accumulated wrong — to strike the 
first blow, — and thua to unite tho disunited opinions of the people of 
the States on the unavoidable necessity of war. 

*' What will be the result of onr present unsettled relations with 
the neighboring republic," says Brock in 1808, " it is very diflS- 
cult to say. The government is composed of such unprincipled 
men, that to calculate on it by the ordinary rules of action would 
be absurd. We have completely outwitted Jefferson, and all his 
schemes to provoke us to war. He had no other object In view m 
issmng Hb restrictive proclamation ; but fuling in ^at, he tried what 
ttie embargo would produce, and in tins he baa been foiled again. 
Certfunly our administration is deservbg of every pwuse for their 
policy on tiiese oecadens. Jefferson and his party, however strong 
flie inclination, dare not declare war, and therefore fliey endeavor 

■ OonespondeDCe of Sir L Brock, p. 4S. 
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to attain tiieir ot^jeois bj every }Hx>vacatioa. A few weeks fijaee 
the garrisoQ of Niagara fired upon seven m^ivhaitt boats paaain^ 
the fort, aad actnally captured them. Gonadering the oircum- 
ataaces attending tiiis hostile act, it is but too evident it waa 
intended to provoke retaliatioD. These boats vero fired npoa and 
token vrthin mtuket shot of our own fort. Their balls, falling od 
our own shore, were expected to have rtuaed the indignation of 
the most phlegmatic. Fortunately, the commandant waa not in 
the waj, as otherwise it is difficult to saj what would have hapr 
pened. A representation of this aSaii has been made at Washing 
ton, and £)r an act certainly opposed to existing treaties, we hav9 
been referred for jostice to the ordinary courts of law." * 

This letter was written from Montreal, but Brock was ehi^y 
employed at Quebec up to July, 1810, when he was despatched to 
take command of the troops in Upper Canada by Sir James Crug. 
He establicdied his bead quarters at Fort George, on the Niagara 
frontier, but visited all the frontier forta, remuning for some tim* 
on die river Detrmt, absorbed in observation and preparation fw 
the contest he knew to be before him. In 1811, Sir George Prevos^ 
reached Quebec, and in October of that year, Francis Gore, Esq., 
the Lieut.-GoYernor of Upper Canada, havmg returned to England 
on leave. Brock, now a Major-General, succeeded him, and thus, 
at a critj,cal moment, the civil as well as the military authority in 
the Upper Province was OMibined, moat providentially, in the man 
most competent to confront the emergency. It is instruciive to 
note from his correspondence at this time, how sagaciously he fore- 
saw, how earnestly he f(H-ewamed, and to observe how little h^ 
counsels were appreciated. 

War was deolai«d on the 18th June, 1812, but, by aoioe strange 
omi^on on the part of the Bri6^ minister at Washington, tbQ 
official notification did not reach Sir George Prevost until the Tth 

* Oorrespondenoe of Sii J. Block, p. 49. 
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Jiily. G«neral I^ock was cot officiallj ootified at all. H^p^olyf 
[oiTate patriotism and enterprise Bupplied the deficiencj. Mr. 
Kehardson i^ Mcmbreal, aflerv&rds tlifl Hon, John Bichardaon, had 
(qqnised the Govemor General of the fact on the 25lli June, and 
tfae inteBigeace reached Brock, tbrou^ a {oirate channel, about the 
same time. He waa then at Fort Creorge. He made the most, at 
onee, of lus mauffident means. If not f<:9«armed, he had fortu- 
nately been forewarned, by his own forecast. Personally he provided 
(or ibs protection of tlw Niagara and Delxoit p<»tion of his com- 
mand. To Major General Shaw he confided the Eastern frontier, 
of which Kingston waa the centre. 

The thunder cloud soon burst; — Itong before the deplaratioo 
of war, the American government had despatched from Ohio 
into the territory of Michigan 2,500 men, under Srigadier> 
General HuU. On the 12th July, Hull invaded Canada. He 
grossed the Struts, or Detroit, as it was called by the old French 
settlers — ^the earliest of the offahooba from the parent settlement 
at Quebec — to Sandwitch ; where the peopde, in their habits 
and language, in their horsea, vehicles, and domestic arrange- 
neate, — where the lung lines of Lombardy poplars, pear trees of 
imusual age and size, and umbrageons wa,biut trees, — still remind 
the traveller of the banks of the Loire. He landed among a sim- 
[de, ino^nsive, agricultural people, indisposed to resistance, and 
thundered forth a proclMoation. This document aj^aled to the 
fear of poltroons ani the instinct of trutora, demed the right of the 
jr«d man to defend his own soil, and doomed to death every white 
maa found fighting at his »de. It threatened all who reasbed with 
" the horror* and calamities of war," and proffered to the recreant 
and vanquished " peace, liberty, and security." 

To this, on the 22nd July, Brock nobly rephed, that the crown 
of EngUod would defend and avenge all its subjects, whether red 
or white, aai that Canada knew its duty to itself and to its sove- 



tvGoogle 



40 CKBONICLE OF THB TAB. 

reign, and was neither to be bullied nor cajoled into a departure 
from it. 

On the 17th he had opened an extra seenon of the Legialahire 
of Upper Canada, and it most be ovned that, at tiiis criffls, the 
Lej^atore was despondent, and the people miagave. Bat a change 
in the scene speedily took place ; the noble character of Brock 
rapidly assumed its natural ascendency, the public mind became 
reassured, public confidence reTived, and the lava tide of loyalty, 
living though latent, surged up and blazed forth as a bale-fire, 
inextinguishable in the land. 

Loyalty to England, foally to the crown, were the birthright 
and heic-loom of this people. The first settlers on the soil were 
the American loyalists, men of educated and elevated minds, who 
had undergone trials and persecutions, and a fierce fight of afflic- 
tions in the cause of the King and of the " auld countree," 
and who exclaimed in the afiecting language of the Ps^mist : 
" When I forget thee, Jerusalem, may my right hand forget 
its cunning." They had left home, and firiends, and wealth, and 
station, for a principle sanctified by its disinterestedness. Mid 
by the cunning of their hands had enshrined it in the heart of 
the wilderness. They had borne, for long, the scofb uid jeers 
of neighbors, who twitted them with a foolish choice, and who, 
until late trials, have not. known the sacred impulse of a great 
cause. The reflections of the past had been to these men the only 
— the proud reward of rare sufierings and noble sacrifices. Oh let 
it not be imputed to them or to their descendants, that they have 
dwelt upon their loyalty' overmuch. Englishmen make no more 
boaBt of their loyalty than they do of their honesty, or of their truth, 
or of any other of those manly virtues, which they justly claim to 
be national characteristics ; but, for generations, few have actually 
ptdd the price of fteir faith, and none can recall the rapture with 
which the marlTrs, for conscience' sake, glory in the scenes of their 
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inarlyrdoin. If the loud boBaima is often on tlieir lips, Qw spirit is 
ever present id their hearts. If thej lajclaJm to the " sangre azur," 
they are ever ready to prove its qoality, and to pour it forth in Hie 
cause of their Sovereign and of the time-honored flag of England. 
On this emergency, the Unit«d Empire Loyalists were, as ever, true 
' to their antecedents. They thronged to the banner of Brock. The 
Province rose as a man. Numbers for whom arms could not be 
provided, returned disappointed to their homes. The rest did their 
duty nobly, and 

HaT« left their Bona a bope, % &me, 
Tlief too woald rathn die thaa Bhame. 

In this interval, while Brock was exhorting his Legislature and 
forming new levies, his lieutenants in the west had not been idle. 

Hull was in a position of great anxiety; he had to draw all 
hia resources from his rear, from distant Ohio, through ways which 
could not he called roads, and which were infested by savages. 
The extent of his force increased his difficulties ; he had too many 
mouths to feed, and yet he could not detach in sufficient force to 
secure his communications. Proctor, who commanded at Amherst- 
burg a force of about 350 men, threatened on his right hy Hull, 
had still nerve enough to detach Tecumaeh, the chief of the Shar 
wanee Indians, across the Detroit River, to intercept a convoy 
commanded by Major Van Home. The detachment was encoun- 
tered in the bush, defeated, and scattered, the provisions captured, 
and the midl, containing the correspondence of the American 
army, fell into the hands of the savages. Tbjs occurred on the 
4th of August. On the 7th, Hull, who had crossed to the easy 
conquest of Canada, and had relied on the country for supplies 
and upon the people for reinforcements, began to be satisfied of 
his mistake. He had made one or two abortive attempts on Fort 
Maiden. Colonel Cass, the hero of Ta-ron-tee, had earned this 
dedgnation by an heroic retreat from before a few Indians at the 
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Kividre wax Ciuuirda, -vfidch lies betweM Saadvich and FortMaldeD 
or Awheretbiwg. The Bivi^re aux Canards, in French, or the Ta- 
Kw-tee, iu IiuliaiQ parlance, is a elnggieh and sedgy stream, vilmh 
percolates the wide marshes ia the rear country, and mutes with the 
Deb^it about five miles abore Fort Maiden. Thia creek waa crossed, 
sear its mouth, by one of the make-shift bridges of the country. ■ 
Here, on the 28th July, Col. Caea attached an Indian scouting party, 
which, very properly, fell back, losing M»e warrior, whose body wa« 
scalped and otherwise disfigured. The Americans thereupon retired 
with their trophy — somewhat hastily, for they did not pause to de- 
stroy the bridge, which wasre-occupiednext day by the British, and 
was protected by two light field-pieces. Kext day also re-appeared 
Colonel Cass, under the fostering wing of Colonel McArthur, — a 
strong remforcement — and two guns. The bridge was attacked, 
two brave men of the 4l8t, outlying sentries. Privates Dean and 
Hancock, with that strange and dogged perversity so common 
among Briiash soldiers, would neither retire nor ^ve in. Hancock 
was killed — Dean wounded and taken prisoner. After some 
exchanges of cannon-shot, the Americans again retreated ; and an 
American writer declares " the escape of McArthur and his com- 
panions to have been truly miraculous."* The proclamation, which 
Hull had fathered, but which Cass had written, was fiiund to be 
theatrical thunder : the Canadians would not revolt ; the Indiuis 
flocked to the British standard. At tlus moment the defeat of Van 
Home sounded likea knell. Hull was appalled. To cover his " base 
of supply," he thought it beet to change Ma " base of operations ;" 
BO, on the Tthand^thof August, under the pretext of concentrating 
his forces, he withdrew himself and his army across the river, and 
resumed his occupation of Detroit. On the 9th, Proctor, apprised 
of Hull's retreat, and relieved of all apprehension on his own part^ 
with commendable promptitude determined to follow up his fir^ 

■ Thompson's Sketches of tlie War, quoted by James, Tol. II, p. 61. 
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Bttwipt upon HuU'b line of eapplj, and detached Major Muir 
acroB8 the Detroit to intercept a much more considerable &rce and 
convoy en route to Fort Detroit. Hub eiqiedition was not as soo- 
Cessful Bs the preceding. Muir, with 100 regulus, 100 militia, 
and 250 Indians, found himBelf at Magagua in front of Col. Miller^ 
a good officer, backed by the U. S- 4th Kegt. <^ Iniantry, a part 
of the 1st Infantry, some regular artillerymen, and 400 militia, 
— about 700 in all. Muir, with great judgment, bethought him of 
die paucity of the force on the other rade of the river, and of the 
military policy which relinquiahea a temporary credit for a future 
certainty, and so, ordered a retreat to his boats, which was safely 
effected. Muir imd his Bubaltera Sutheiiand were both wounded ; 
the Utter died shortly after. Two men were lulled and nine 
disabled. In this action of Magvtaga or Brownstown, the Ameri- 
cans, who held the groimd on the retirement of the Sriliah and 
Lidians, represent their own loss to have been 83 luUed and 
wounded, and the Indiwi casnalties at 100. The National Intel* 
iigencer, tiie American Government organ of the day, boastfully 
asserted that when the militia returned to Detroit irom the battle 
of Brownstown they bore triumphantly on the points of tiieir bay- 
onets between 30 uid 40 fresh sealpB, which they had taken on 
the field. As no mercy waa shown to the redskins by the trappers 
and borderers who constituted the militia, and as Bcalps were much 
prized spoils, it may be presumed that the nimiber of these tropbie? 
represented fairly the number of tho Indians slain.* But this 
momentary reverse was of no benefit to Hull : Brock was on his 
track, and did not ^ve him madi lame to deliberate. 

But agwn, during tins interval, while Brock at York was pre- 
paring for his swoop in the West, and his lieutenants were haraa* - 
ang and retarding the game, the firat British stroke of the war 
had been delivered 250 miles to the north, at Michilimacinac, in 

■ JftmeB, Tol. II, p. 6. 
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tbe heart of what was then regarded as the Indian conntty. This 
island and fortress is situated at the northern extremity of Lake 
Huron, in the gorge of the Straits of Macinaw, and blocks the 
entrance to Lake iCchigan. In those days it was regarded as a 
post of great importance. It is now the Gibraltar of that inland 
sea. It is strongly fortified, and makes of Lake Michigan a mare 
elausum, where, beyond the reach of treaty stipulations, or of 
hostile interruptions, armaments may be planned and matured 
safely, against the rear firontier of Canada. 

The vast territory surrounding this lake, now occupied by tiie 
States of Michigan, Indiana, Zllinoia, and Wisconsin, embellished 
by the cities of Chicago, Milwaukie, Grand Haven, and peopled by 
5,000,000 of inhabitants, was, fifty years since, a howling wilder- 
ness, the retreat and hunting-ground of savage tribes, whose tra- 
£tdoual treatment had taught them to put but little trust in the white 
man. With the American settlers their relations had been, for long, 
those of chronic colMon and contest. The British had, upon an 
emergency, accepted the services of an ally whose ferocity they 
could not restrain, and of whose acts they were ashamed ; but if the 
British, in Indian estimation, had proved to be a cold and ungrate- 
ful friend, tiie Americans had never ceased to be a remorseless 
and grasping enemy. It is affectation to attempt to deny that at 
this crisis the Indian alliance was sought by both parties. Acci- 
dent and action combined to solve the diplomatic doubt by the 
weight of the British bayonet. It was well known how much 
the defence of the western frontier depended on the Indians. 
Great efforts had been made both by the British and Americans 
to secure the services of these uncertun and suspicious aux- 
iliaries. Here the British labored under great disadvant^e. 
Defence, not defiance, was then, as now, their motto. The policy 
of the day was to discountenance the idea of war. An Indian 
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alliance could only portend war. It was, at the same time, well 
known to those fomiliar with the Indian character, that the first 
Buccessfnl blow struck in the west would attract the savage to fbe 
Buccessfnl banner. Macinaw, as it is called for brevity, was an 
American military poet in the heart of the Indian territory. Fort 
St. Joseph, a British post, established for the protection of the fur 
trade, was situated 40 miles north of Macinaw, at the debouchure 
of Lake Superior into tiie waters of Lake Huron. 

Captain Roberts, a brave and energetic officer, was in command 
at Fort St. Joseph. Brock had reinforced this post in the spring, 
and Roberts had received instructions which, although embar- 
rassed by the irregular and perplexing interference of Sir George 
Prevost at a later period, he had prepared himself to carry out. 
On the 4th July, Brock informed Roberts that war existed, and left 
him to his own discretion.* Roberts had at hand a congenial spirit. 
The Agent of the Hudson's Bay Company was Tonsaaint Pothier, 
afterwards the Hon. Toussiunt Pothier, M.L.C., of Montreal, a 
French Canadian gentleman, brave, gay, polite, ready for any 
exploit in court or camp. To him Roberts disclosed the informar 
laon he had received, and the plan he had formed. " Pardieu, 
Mon^eur," exclaimed the chivalrous Frenchman, gyrating with 
delight, — and those who remember him can well imagine his glee, 
— " il faut frotter cea gens la baa, joliement." With such asao- 
(oates in an enterprise, little time was lost. To a force of 33 regu- 
lars was supplemented about 160 Canadian voyagenra, half-armed 
with fowling-pieces and old muskets. Two old iron three-poundere, 
which had been used for firing salutea and asfamishing the natives, 
were put into requisition; aoA accompanied by Pothier, who, 
like Olive in another henusphere, had fiung his pen under his desk 
and buckled on his hanger, Roberts embarked in a miacellaaeous 

■ Tapfn't Lift of Brock. 
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flotiUft of boats and canoes, attended b^ a small brig laden with 
stores. In the grey of the moming of the n&i Julj, while the 
legislators at Toronto were snoring in their beds, while the un- 
happy Hull was cogitating moodily at Sandwich, and the hero of 
/Ta-ron-tee, having flattered the wild-fowl in Duck Creek, had just 
retired rictoriously, crowned wi% wateivcresses, Roberta landed on 
Macinaw Island unmolested, got his two guns into a menacing 
position, disposed of his force ostentatiously, ordered his 33 regu- 
lars to the front, and bade Indians and halt-breeds yell the war- 
whoop. At this summons, the American commander, who, to say 
the truth, was quite unprepared for an attack, felt it to be prudent 
to surrender his post, with about 75 regulars and a large quanti^ 
of nulitaiy stores and valuable fais. It was the first intimation he 
had receiyed of a state of war. This weU-concerted and well- 
esecuted stroke was timely, and, in fact, invaluable. It secured 
die adhe^on of the Indians. It disconcerted Hull, by exposing 
his rear, and was second only to the crowning explMt of the cam- 
pugn, the captui^ of i)etr<»t. 

Now came Brock's turn. No man knew better than he, &e 
vtilae of vigoulr in war, and &at rapid offence was often tiie best 
description of defence. Having dispatched at once the Legislature 
and all presong public bufflness, on the 6th August he left York, 
now Toronto, for Burlington Bay, and from thence proceeded by 
land to Long Point, "Point auz Pins" being the rendezvous,* 
speaking a word of counsel to the Mohawks on the Graitd Biver by 
the way. AtLong Point, he embarked with about 300 militia, aH 
volunteers, and a few regulars, in the ordinary boats of the coun- 
try, and ran along a dangerous and nnshelteped coast for 200 
miles, amid heavy rains and tempestuous weather, and exposed 
constant^ to surprise, without losing a man. His constant super- 
intendence, forethought, and precaatioQ, inspired his followers wi£h 

■ Oeneral Order, 12th Aagnit, Imao Brock. 



/.oogle 



BEOCK CROSSEB TSB DETROIT RITER. 47 

mdMonded confidence. After four days and nights of incessant 
exertion, the Uttle equadron reached Amhersfburg at midnight on 
fee ISlh Anguat ; Eroct declaring, that " in no instance had he 
seen troops wjio could have endnred the fatigue of a long journey 
in boats, dming exceeding bad wea^r, with greater checrfukess 
and constancy ; and it is but justice to this tittle band to add that 
feetr conduct throughout excited n^ admiration." • 

Here Brock encountered Teonmseh, chief of the Shawanee 
lodians,— regu'ding whtee character and fhfe more will be said 
hereafter. It is wonderful with what an instinctive perception of 
character these two men instantly took to each other. Brook 
descried at once ^e sagacity and intrepidity of the Shawanee 
chief. Tecumseh, in One of his glowing oraticms, apostrophizes 
Brock as the warrior who, " standing erect in the bow of Ms 
canoe, led the way to battle." It reminds one of Csesar's standard- 
bearer launcluig himself upon the shores of Britain. The incident 
occurred in crossing the Detroit BJver two day« after; Brock- 
expofflng himself, not firom ostentation (for his courage was most 
impretentiotie), but to win the Confidence and rome the enthu- 
Eoaem of his Indian allies. Brock concerted with Tecumseh the 
plan of his operations against Fort Detroit. The chief listened 
eagerly, with glistening eyes but undemonstratiTe attatude. He 
expressed bis approbation with Indian brevity, and his readiness 
to act by a gesture. Brock aaked him, " Could the Shawanees be 
induced to refrain from spirits?" Tecumseh answered that 
" Befijre leaving thar wigwams on the Wabash, they had vowed 
not to touch rum tall tiiey had humbled the " Big Knives," mean- 
ing the Americans. Brock remarked, " Adhere to this resolution 
and you must conquer." 

Brock acted with promptitude and vigor. The correspondence 
of &e American army had come into Ins hands by the defeat of 



* a«n«»l Order, Amhentbnrg, Hik Aagust, loaac Brock. 
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Van Home, on the 4th Augast. The despatches of General Hnll 
disclosed his own mis^Tuigs and the demoraJIzed state of the 
army under his command. Brock saw the opportunity, and grasped 
at it, at once. With a force of the most miscellaneons character, 
not half the numerical strength of the enemy, he determined to 
oroBS the river Detroit, and beard him in his den. On the 15th 
August, he summoned Hull to surrender. The latter took two 
hours to consider Qie invitation, and declined it. That night 
Tecumseh crossed the river vrith about 600 warriors, and oceujned 
the roads and woods below Detroit, intercepting the American 
communications. The spot selected for landing was SpringweU, 
four miles below the fort, on the only American line of retreat. 
The river at this point b about three-fourths of a mile wide, deep 
and strong. Before daybreak on the 16th, the force under Brock, 
consb^g of 380 regulars and 400 militia, with four light pieces 
of artiUery, crossed the river, and advanced upon the fort. He 
was flanked upon the left by the Indians in the woods, and on 
the ri^t by a small vessel of war, the Queen Charlotte. Brock 
led on rapidly. He had taken the measure of his foe, and 
knew that daring was the best title to success. " Of the force at 
his disposal," says Armstrong, the American Secretary of War, 
"four hundred were Canadian Militia, disguised in red coats."* 
The sequel proved the imitation not to have been a bad one. The 
York Volunteers, under Hatt, Howard, Bostwick, and Bobiuson, the 
men who had escorted Brock to Amherstburg, thrown out as sldr^ 
mishers, were well forward in the front. Astonished by the vigor 
of the advance, and perhaps disconcerted by the unearthly out- 
cries of the Indians, the Americans abandoned an outpost, well 
placed, strongly picketted, and defended by two 24-pouttders, and 
retreated into the mun fort. Preparations were made for an 
assault, when suddenly, was seen to emerge from the works, an 

* Armstrong, Tol. I, p. 85. 
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officer beaiing a flag of tnic«. Brigadier-Qeneral Hull had 
resolyed to capitulate, and proposed a ceflsation of IjoetiHtJeB. 
Articles were formalized tlieii and there, under irliicli the whole 
MicHgan Territory, Fort Detroit, a ship of war, 33 pieces of cannon, 
stores to correspond, and military chest, 2500 troops, and one 
stand of colors were surrendered to &e Eritish, who, thereupon, 
betook diemselves to dinner. The first act of Brock on entering 
tlie fort was to release from oaptiri^ Dean, t^e gaUant private of 
the 4l8t, who behayed so nobly at the Ta-ron-tee. He sent for the 
man at mice, and shook hands witb him cordially, in &catt of the 
whole force.* 

The surrender of Detroit electrified all Canada. It was the 
first enterprise in which ihe Militia had been engaged, and iko 
conrage and success of their Volunteers animated and encouraged 
all. No more was there of doubting or of wavering; disafiectjon 
slunk out of sigbt. Brock became the idol of Upper Gana^ ; and 
no man ever, by his dauntless example, both moral and phyracal, 
and by effectiug much with small means, had more honestly won 
the homage of a people. 

■ Hem. : Qol. A. HoLwu. 
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John Bereiiey ItoUnKin. Brock's fkneral. Smtt and the aaragee. 

On, — on again, with the gallant Brock anil his fortunes, for on 
the fortunes of that noble man hung the fate of Upper Canada, still 
thceateued by overwhelming numbers on the Niagara frontier and 
on that of the St. Lawrence. It was well known at the time, that 
the demonstrations on Lower Canada were a feint to hamper Sir 
George Prevost and retard supplies, and that the strength of the 
wiemy had been thrown on the Upper Province. On the Niagara 
frontier ttiey had accumulated in great force. The indisposi- 
tion of tiie Eastern States for the war, and the tendency of the 
democratic malady to French hallucinations, had preserved to the 
Lower Canadians the privilege of being the last to be devoured. . 

After providing for the security of his conquest, and re-assuring 
tiie epaise population of Michigan by a Proclamation, confirming to 
them their property and the enjoyment of their laws and religion, 
Brock sailed on the 22nd August in the schooner Cluppewafor the 
Niagara frontier. 

We may well ima^ne the patriotic thoughts and high a^nra- 
tions which at this time thronged the active and vigorous mind of 
this thorou^ soldier. His correspondence with hja hrothw tells 
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tiie tale in his own cheery and modest way.* He koew that he 
was suiTOimded. An uncooBcioas lion in the toils, he had torn the 
niflsheB to aiame in one directioQ, and beheld with fearless eye the 
fire and the steel in his tear, and on his flank. He would neutral- 
iie numbera bj activity and vim. In one week he would hare 
swept the whole American frtmlaer from Butyo to Fort Niagara ; 
he would have dispersed tiie reluctant and imperfeot levies there 
formed, and have destroyed the then insufficient armaments. 
Such a blow, struck at that time, would have pacified that frontier, 
averted two yearo of desolation and misery, and have secured for 
nobler deeds his own invaluable life. Nor was this all. This blow 
was to have been followed up by a stroke at Sackett's Harbour, 
the standing menace to Central Canada, just then wakening into 
armed life, and pregnant with so much of annoyance and humilia- 
tion in after years. By the middle of September the enemy would 
have been anticipated at every point, uid Upper Canada would 
have been safe. Bough lessons such as these might have incul- 
cated reason, and the war itself would have collapsed; 

Such, or like unto these, were the patriotic plans of Brock, 
T^en, on the waters of Lake Erie, conveyed by the British armed 
schooner The Lady Prevost, he eneountwed the demon of obstruc- 
tion in the shape of an armistice. The British Orders in Council, 
tiie ostenable cause of the war, had been revoked by an Order in 
Council of tlie 23rd June, seven days after war had been declared 
by Congress ; and so impressed was the British government with a 
firm belief in American moderation, and in the peaceful efficacy of 
tJie remedy exhibited, that on receipt of the intelligence they 
merely directed that " American ships and goods should be brou^t 
in and detained until further orders," f and '* forbore from issuing 

* Lift uid Oort«8pond«nce of Brack, p. 101. 

t Vidt Ordem In Conncll, October 13, 1813, ud 33 Jdim, 181}. - 
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lett^^ of iaarc|ue and reprisaJ, aiid«f expeotatioQ tLat Hie United 
States would, uptXi ootificatioD oi the Order in CoirncS ^ tba 
28rd June, forthwith recall the said deolaration cf wtu-.*' 'Stia 
hopeful credoli^ closed their own movemeBtB aod Uioee e£ Hmr 
eabordinateB, aod nearly prof ed &tel to Canaida. Frevost, parafic 
by nature, and bound by tlie pacific inatraotiooB of the Imp^al 
government, on learning the repeal of the OrderB in Council, pro- 
sumed Mr. MadiBcm to be as paci^o as baiself, aad proposed to 
General Dearborn, chief on the northern frontier, an amnstiee, 
which, in terms and operation, was as useful to the enen^ as ife 
was uafavourable to ns, and which all bat nentralued the moral 
efifoct of the victories which had been achieved in the west. It 
gave the enemy time to breathe, to think, to transport stores and 
reinforcements unmolested, tmd, when it had served their tuzn, 
was repudiated by the Fre«dent. It admitted of ibe removal oif 
nine fineveBsels from Ogdensburg — removed fix»n under the gam 
of Fort WellingtMi at Preseott — to Sackett's Harbour, and gare 
Commodore Chauncey that ascendency <»i Lake Ontsiio viaiA 
enabled him subBeqaently to destroy Little Twk." Brook urgwitly 
renewed his instances. He was then at Kingsttm. " Attack Saok- 
ett's Harbour from hence. With our p^sent naval superiority, it 
must tall. The troops at Niagara will be recalled for its protM- 
tion. While they march, we sail ; and before they can return, the 
whole Niagara frontier will be ours." In reply. Brock received 
peremptory orders from Sir George Frevost to do oozing ; to remun 
&a the defensive and not provoke the wwmy. It is juat to belike 
that in dcong this, the Governor General bnt obeyed ^e perranptoiy 
and pun&l orders of his superiors. Within his own si^iere be had been 
prompt and eoergetia. He had convened the Le^latare of Lower 

■ NMrattre of Simon Tan AuMlMr, U«atk>6cL, AJ}.0. to 9m. Thn 
lUawlMt, Hiagua. 
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, Gtoada on the first mmtau of vtr, and had obt^ned from th«a 
cordial snpptHi.* Hhoj iodoreed Ms " Army Klls " to the extent 
of $1,000,000, and tiiey voted $60,000 Sx five yeara, to meet ^e 
iBterest bikI expenses. Bj & [Hrece^g Act of May of the suae 
year they had antitomed the «»kiduiient of 2000 militiamea, and 
iit the event of war, the calling out of tlie whole mililia force of 
&A Provmce, and ueaaurHi had been eoOTgeticaUy taken to ^ve 
«&ct to this le^EdatioD. 

,'^ A C(»don was horned tioag iJie frontier of Lower Canada from 
thft Tamaska to St Ro^b, wfaers fee Uoe of separataon between 
tte United Stabes and Canada touches &e St. Lawrence, ooo- 
ngtiing of Canadian Yottigeurs and paxt of the embodied Milida. 
A light brigade of e^e, regulars and militias was formed at BlaJiv 
fedie, nnder fee eotmaaad of lieut. Col. Young (^ the 8fe 
Re^, c«n»stiiig of fee flank companies of tlie Sfe, lOOfe, and 
IdSrd Kegts., wife the Oao&diaa Fencibles, the flank companies of 
fee Ist Batt. of Embodied Militia, and a small Inigade of Hie 
|U^ Artitlary wife si^ fieldrpieoea.t 

*' On fee Montreal frontier fee road to fee United States ^m 
fee camp at L'Aoadie tfarou^ BurtonviUe uid Odeltown was ren- 
dered impracticable by aiatlia. The Y^^tigeiirB, with eztraordi- 
nary persaverance, effected this fetigrang duty in short time, under 
fee enperintendence of feeir eommandmg c^er, Major de Sala- 
berry.J 

" On tlie other band, the Americfras augmented their prepara- 
tions raptdljr, and Gren. Dearborn fereatened Montreal wife ini^i- 
AOQ by St. Johns and Odeltown. Thmr force at Niagara and on 
fee Niagara frontier, Tinder Brig.-0«B. Van Banselaer, waa already 
formidable, and afiforded good ground of apprehensicm to Gen. 
Brock of a speedy irniptiiMi from t^iat quiu*t«r ; while Gen. Huv 

■ letb JqIj, IB13. t Oli^tit, T(d. II, p. 40. } Ibid. 
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rison was actively employed in cdlectiog an army at the trver , 
Raisin, near Detroit, from Ohio and Kentnctcy. The naval estab- 
lishmect at Saekett'e Harboar in the meantime increased fritli 
celerity, and the ascendency of their fleet on Lake Ontario was, by 
the indefati^ble exertions of Commodore Chatmoey, now almoBt 
established." * 

Two inmgnificant affiiirg occurred on the Upper St. Lawrence, 
this early antunm, but little creditable to either par^. Capt. 
Forsyth with 160 riflemen crossed from the American side (on the 
dth September) to Oananoque, where he flattered the turkeys, 
captured a few old muskets, wounded the wife of a militia officer 
who kept a store there, burnt the building and its contents, emi 
returned home with a good deal of predatory exultation. 

Ml reoanehe, and provoked by frequent interruptions of his con- 
Toys from Montreal, Col. Lethbridge, in command at Frescott, at- 
tempted a descent on Ogdensburg, oppodte, in open day. He pushed 
off, on the 4th October, in the forenoon, with a force of 750 regulars 
and militiamen, in 25 batteaux, escorted by two gun-boats. They 
were received by a heavy fire of artillery, boats were struck and 
sunk, some disabled, all fell into confusion. The flotilla dropped 
down the stream out of fire, and returned whence they came, wi^ 
three men killed and four wounded. It was a rash and unauthor- 
ized enterprise, ill-concerted, and led with more of courage than 
conduct. 

Brock, chafing but obedient, had returned to Niagara. He 
writes thence to his brother, 18th September 1812 : " A river^ 
About 500 yards wide divides the troops. My instructions oblige 
me to adopt defensive measures, and I have evmced greater for- 
bearance than was ever practised on any former occasion. It is 
thought that without the aid of the sword the American people 

• Chrtatie, Tol. H, p. 40. 
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m&j be brougU to a due sense of their own interest. I firmly 
believe that I could &t tluB moment sweep everything before me 
between Fort Niagara and Bufyo. . . . The nulitia, being 
principally composed of enraged democrats, are more ardent and 
anzioufi to engage, bnt they have neither subordination nor disci- 
pline. They die veiy fast. It is certainly singular that we should 
be two months in a state of warfare, and tirnt along this widely 
extended frontier not a single death, either natural or by the 
sword, should have occurred among the troops under my command, 
and we have not been altogether idle, nor has a single desertion 
taken place." * 

The " enraged democrats" at length brought things to a crisis. 
The American leaders had assembled on the Niagara frontier, — 
36 miles in length from Bufialo to Fort Niagara — a force of about 
6,000 men. A large number consisted of mihtia, of whom Col. 
Baines, harag encountered them on his official visit to Gen. Dear^ 
bom, says to Brock : " I found a very general prejudice prevail- 
ing with Jonathan of his own resources and means of invading 
these Provinces, and of our weakness and inability to resist, both 
exaggerated in a most absurd and extravagant degree." * 

These paladins, with little discipline, and no subordination, 
exhibited great impatience at what they were pleased to term, the 
dilatoriness of their officers, in not " clearing out the British fron- 
tier right off," and tiheir impetuosity was greatly sharpened by a 
euccessfnl exploit on the part of Lieut. Elliott of the American 
Navy, who was then engaged at Black Bock m fitting for service 
an armed schooner. This officer, backed by 100 good seamen, in 
the early morning of the 9tli October, boarded and carried, off 
Fort Erie, the brig of irar Detroit, and the private brig Caledonia, 
kden with stores Xnd spoils from Amherstburg. This feat, which was 

' Block Correipo&deDce, p. 109. 
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-well and gallanti; done, coi^ never have beeo attempted, had not 
Brock, at an earlier peiiod, been restricted to defeiisiTe measures. 
Black Kock and its batteries would have di8a]:^>eared, and the 
armed vessel Elliott had in hand, would have been in oura, or in 
flames. As it was, the Detroit grounded and was destroyed, bat 
1^6 eolat of the exploit tamed (he heads of the gallant mililia, and 
Uiey insisted, inccHitanentlf , ei&er to be led to victory or to go 
home. 

General Van Banselaer, who conunauded the whole force, was 
manifestly ander the impreBsioB that a good deal of glory was to 
be got at soiall risk, and was unwilling to allow the ^ttering prize 
to dip through bis fingers. He had been informed by a dec^tM 
spy, that Brock had left for the Detroit &onti«r. He resolved 
therefore, on the adventore. On the monung of && 11th Oetober, 
an attempt was n^e, bat fi^ed. Boats were wanting — oars wer* 
deficient — it rtuned hard, and the general {aspect was dis&gree- 
aible. The attack <hi Queenston heights was, in conBeqaence, 
deferred to the 13th. 

^ere is not on this continent a more ioqiosDg situation or a 
loveher se^ie, than is presented &oni Uie noble plateau immortalized 
as Qaeenston Heists. Rising in rich andulation from the alluvial 
shtffe, which, at a distance of seven miles, subsideB into Lake 
Ontario, they tona the hei^t <^ laud through which, for twenty 
miles back, the river and cataract of Nia^ra cleave their remst- 
lesB way. Tbej trend away westerly until they reach Hanultcm, 
and ccmstitute t^e great embankment wbiob dams back the superin- 
cumbent waters of Lake Erie. The approach to tM heights fixsa 
the village of Qaeenston is strikingly beautifvd. It reminds ao 
lilnglkliTnim of the groBsy ^ades and hui^g woods of his native 
land. An ascent c^ 250 feet, tcs^ous and brcdcen, is now tsowned 
by a grand column of buff sandstone, artistically designed, and not 
nnwor&y of the memoiy which Canada reveres. Brock's monument 
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is a tmdit to the taste and ^^titade of &e countiy. From the a Dim nit 
tiie eye commands a varied limdscfq>e of iroodbuid aad fann lasd, of 
«Dd>rageoaa forest and ricb cnltivatifBi — Of Tillage aid of viS^- 
ohorefa spare and oosy homesteBd~-thfl blue Ontario ia the distance, 
flecked inth saols ; saoh as may v^ gladden the hearts of tiiose 
4ffidOT^oae eye the luid has grown, and maiko them ^017 in ttie Sa/g^ 
eablaaK&e of the system, viaeii fosters and protects it. The noble 
fiver, IxsliB^, ru^ung, eddyij^, — whidi, 500 yards wide, rushes 
IkRw^ the gorge at the right hand ode a£ t^ spectator, now 
flpauned by a gossamer bridge, 800 feet of wire traoeiy, — sepa- 
rates, as with a barrier of steel, tbe " hearings " of experiment 
frnn the domob of experi^ioe^the United Siaies fnna British 
temtory. On that rich Octobw mcHning, glowing witli the gwgeoos 
tints of t^ affitomnal foliage, and softened by t^ mellow haae of 
Ae first flieh of tite Indian smnmer, how attractive must have 
been that lovely scene to the eye of the Am^can invader, 

Baptized In malton gold tai airatlied in dnn. 

In flie early mormng, before day broke, (iie desperate few, the 
*' forlorn hope," had manned the first boats, and under the com- 
mand of Colonel Van Ranselaer, giuned the Canadian shore. 
The force ^ere stationed conasted of two companies of the 
49th and about 200 of the Tork militia. One 18-pounder gun 
vas in position, on a spur of the heights, and a carronade raked 
the river from a point about a mile below. The American force, 
covered by tbe fire of two eighteen pounders, and two field 
[neces from their own side, efiected a landing with little loss. 
On6 officer was slain in the boats by a ball from the gun at 
tiie point. More troops and some mUitia-men crossed, until about 
1,300 men were in line, and in front of them the British outposts. 
The reaistance made was desperate ; the assfulants were as resolnte. 
The voices of the Afflwican officets eonld be heard abore die rattle 
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of the mueketiy m& the cry of " On men I on ! for the honour of 
America." The i^p'yt ^g*^} v&8 a dogged cheer, and the rattle of 
muBket]:7. In a ehort time. Col. Van Ranselaer was desperately 
wounded in four places. Good men and officers had fallen around 
him. The capttuns conunanding the 49th companies had both fallen 
wounded. The fire of the 18-pounder was of no avail in that part 
of the field. It would have been more fatal to firiend than to foe. 
At this moment Brock rode up. Awakened at daybreak by the 
firing, and fullj anticipating attack, be called for his good horse 
Alfred, anA, followed by his staff, galloped up from Fort George. 
He passed without drawing rein, through the village, reached the 
18-pounder battery, dismounted, and was covering the field through 
his telescope, when a fire was opened on the rear of the field work 
from a hei^t above, which had been hardily g^ed during this 
brief mtervaJ by Captam Wool and a detachment of American 
regulars, up an almost inaccessible fisherman's path. The volley 
was promptly followed by a rush ; Brock and his suite had no time 
to remount ; they quickly retired with the twelve men who manned 
the battery. There was neither space, nor time, nor thought, for 
generalship— all was sheer fightang. Williams of the 49th, with 
a detachment of 100 strong, charged up the hillag^nst Wool's men, 
who were repelled, but reinforced, charged again ; notwithstanding 
which " in the stniggle which ensued the whole were driven to the 
edge of the bank." * Here, with the storming foe before them, a 
ju^cipiceoflSO feet behind, and the roaring Ki^ara beneath, some 
craven spirit quailed — an attempt was made to raise the white fiag-— 
Wool tore it down and trampled it under foot. The re-inspired regulars 
opened a scathing fire of musketry ; Brock who, in frwnt, roused 
beyond himself, had forgotten the general in the soldier, conspicuous 
by his height,dress, gesture and undaunted bearing, was pointing to 

• Tool'i letter to Taa BMU«l«er, BullUo, Oetobtt 34, 1811. 



tvGoogle 



DEATH 07 BROCK — ADVANCE OF SHEAFTE. 59 

the hill, and had juat diouted " Poah on the brave York Volun- 
teers," when he was etmck by a ball in the right breast, irhich passed 
tiiroagh hie left side. He fell. His last words were, that bis death 
should be concealed &om his men, and that bis remembrance should 
be borne to his ^ter. Thus fell, and thus died a brave soldier, an 
ftble leader, and a good man, who honoured bj his life and ennobled 
hy his death the soil on which he bled, and whose name remiuns, 
ever beloved and respected, a lioosehold word and a household 
memory in Canada. 

Shortly after, McDonell, his Aide-de-Camp, a Ljent.-Colonel of 
tClilda, and Attorney-General for Upper Canada, obeying the last 
behest of his chief, leading on the " brave York Volunteers " and 
breasting the hill im horseback, was struck from his saddle. He 
died next day, and, regardless of self, his last thoughts were with hia 
departed commander and friend. 

The charge of the Volunteers had compelled the enemy to spike 
the 18 pounder and retire ; but at tjiis moment, the best officers 
and bravest men down on both sides, and the rest exhausted, a lull 
took place in the fighting. The Americans retained the hill, with 
the precipice at tbeir backs ; the firitosh retired under cover of the 
houses on the ontekirt« of the village. Both parties looked for 
reinforcements. 

Ab has been before remarked, the Americans occupied at this 
time a position full of peril. Though Wool had rec^ved an accea- 
don of force, th^ number was unequal to the adventure, and they 
were cooped up on the brow of the lull, with their foe in front, whose 
skengtJi they knew must increase, and the beetling precipice and 
the boiling river in their rear. Nothing could save them but a 
retreat, or large reinforcements. The first expedient was ba- 
practicable. The reinforcements were within sight, within call, yet 
denied their aid. The " enraged democrats " bad abated all their 
Bavageiy. The men, a few days before, so despetate to do or die. 
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f|aiuled at the eight of danger, and urged qualms cf consciMiee 
aad constitutioTiBl BcFa|d&a as a {dea ^ ^ir pcdtroonery. Canada 
fonootfa woB not New Xwk State, and iliej could not lawfuUj 
lil^ their pre^ooB lives, except in def^ute ol iiieax natire EKnl. 
^e brave men on the oppomte hill-ade were, tiierefore, left to 
l^r fate. 

On the <Miber hand, General ^eafie, who omomanded at Fort 
^r»org», had, nudw inMni^ionB icom Sir Imac Brock, got his 
men together on the first alarm. With about 300 regulars cf tiw 
4lBt and 49th regim^^, two compcuues of Liacoln mlitia, and a 
bwtdful of Indiana, he had followed rapidly to die see^ of the 
conflict. H« took the road &om Newai^ to Si. Davidfi, which 
enabled him to debouch on the heists about two miles to the west 
e( Queffliston. He be^rd, 08 his way, of the &11 of Brock, and 
pushed on the more eagerly, to avenge hk death and rettiere the 
day. With all his speed, mwching &ros^ roads such as they 
tbm were, he could acrt reach the Hateau long before noon. Hero 
i» waa reuiforced by Nortos, and &ant the younger, Indisn ehieb, 
and a body of th^ follower», and by about 200 volunteer mStiti 
men from Chippewa, making the whole force equal to 800 men. 
It will be seen, tti once, that the invaders were surrounded, 
their backs to the river and to their own recreant oountrymot, 
Queenston with iti de^ders breathing vengeance <m &eir 
B^t, and Sheafife «i th^ fismt and left flank. Gradually and 
IFysteiuticaJly, tiie iaX^ aemlcircle of fire and steel nairowed 
flad thickened. Wool, who had bravely done his beat, was down 
■with wounds. Scott, who has since filled so large a place in the 
liistory of his country, succeeded him, and not unworthily. The 
Ameiiaani fought on muifiilly, but hf^leesly. The &ta! semi- 
drele nurowed mw^ and more — a volley here — scattered shets 
tbere— amid the wild yell of the Indian, the shout of the soldier, the 
4Jmek of &e woanded, tiie hoarse yiotd of oommaDd,— amid smoke 
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tad dwt, and tmault, and grosns and execration, the last veiigefiid 
Todi vaa made, and every limg J^encao swept from the sumiiut 
of that blood-«buned bill. 

Of the survivore, part scrambled down b^ the path they Itod 
ascended, pu^ olinging to rooks and ahrube endeaToured to escape, 
bat ibs lithe Indian proved the better cragsman, and the descent 
was fearfully acoeleiated. Many were dashed to jaeoes : many 
drowned — two men were seen to strip deliberately, and taJce to the 
whiriing river, remarking significantly, that they might as weU 
be drowned as hanged. Here, oa the rocky selvage, at the 
foot of overhan^ng cli&. Unarmed and defenceless, the remainder 
assembled and, at imoe, resolved to surrender.* Scott, acoompanied 
by Gaptune Tott^i and Gibson, wiHi Totten'a cravat attached to 
his Bword point, not without great danger &om the infuriate savages, 
emerged from the roc^, near where tlie Susp^imon Bridge now 
stands, aitd meeting a Briti^ pcket, were eondncted to Oenerd 
ShealK. Short was the parley between men in their condition, and 
a commander in whose lumda were Sfe and safety. Major-General 
Wadsworth and about 1,100 AjBerieao (^cera and soldiers sarreo- 
dered, uncondititHiBlly, pnaoners of war. The Asaerican loss by 
ballet, ste^, and fiood, had been near 400 men. 

Among the present resadents, whiHn Uie fortunes of peace 
have east on oar frontier, is ime John MoCartiiy, who served ia 
the Americaa regulars at the battle of Queenaton heights. He 
now lives between old ^Newark (Niagara) and Qaeenstcoi. He 
relates tiiat, in preparation for t^e last aasanlt of tlie Briti^, the 
American offic^n) caused their men to load uid lie down, with 
the order not to rise or fire a shot until ibsj "got the word." 
Twenty men were detuled.at intervals in the rear, witii piecM 
leaded, and directions openly given, to shoot downauyman d»obeyv 

'XuiaSedtfi btft of Soott, p. 4b ; Stontfi Lift cf 3Tut, Tol. H, p. Sia. 
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ing the firat order. He states that the Bntieh were within forty 
yards before tiie w6rd came, that the rollej was inataDtsneous and 
fatal, but never stopped the rush, which cleared the hill like chaff 
before a gust of wind. 

The British force engaged during the day consisted of the 
remnants of the two companies of the 49th attacked in the 
morning who had been bravely sustajned by Cameron's, How- 
ard's, and Chisholm's companies of the York militia. Sheafie 
brought to their support 380 of the 4lBt. Crook's and McEwen's 
flank c<snpanies of the 1st Lincoln ; Nellie and W. . Crook's 
companies of the 4th Lincohi, Hale's, Durand's, and Applegate's 
companies of the 5th Lincoln, Major Merritt's yeomaory corps, 
and a party of Swayzee's militia artillery. Colonel Clark of 
Uie militia came up from Chippewa with Capt. Deiinzye' and 
Bullock's company of the 4l3t, Capt. R. Hamilton and Stone's 
fiank companies of the 2nd Lincoln and Volunteer Sedentary 
militia. Young Norton, Brant the younger, and about 50 Mo- 
hawks. A company of colored men under Capt^ Runchey waa 
on the ground, and iid good service. The whole force at the close 
of the day did not exceed one thousand raok and file. Of ^s 
number about 80 were kiUed and wounded, Indians included. 

The Bridsh had been greatly exasperated by the &tal event d 
the morning. The men of Lincoln and the " brave York Volun- 
teers " with " Brock " on their lips and revenge in their hearts, 
had joined in the last desperate charge, and among the foremost, 
foremost ever found, waa John Beverly Robinson, a U. E. Loyalist, 
a lawyer from Toronto, and not the worse soldier for all that. His 
light, compact, a^e figure, handsome face, and eager eye, were 
long proudly remembered by those who had witnessed his conduct in 
the field, and who loved to dwell on those tnuta of chivalrous loy- 
alty, energetic talent and sterling worth which, in after years, and 
in a happier sphere, elevated him to the position of Chief Justice 
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of the Province, and to tbe rank of an English Baronet. The 
late lamented death of Sir John Beverly Bobinson, Bart., and C. B., 
demands, as an homage to the grief of Canada, this passing tribute 
to hia memory. Bright names hallow story as irell as song. 

Thus terminated this remarkable contest. It has beeil the practice 
of all writers, with pardonable partiality, so &r to identify Brock 
irith Queenston heights, as to make his name inseparable &om the 
Tictoty ; but, honor to whom honor is justly due, and Brock was 
the last man to deny it to an old fnend who had fought by his 
dde in the 49th, in many a stricken field. The battle was won by 
Sheafe — a U. £. Loyalist, bom in Boston, who had served the kmg 
from tiie days of Bunker Hill. Brook lost his life early in the 
morning — ^the fi^t flagged in consequence — was re-fought, and 
Ton by SheaSe at 3 in the aflemoon. Sheafie was rewarded for 
his silceeBS by a Baronetcy. Brock died unconscious of the honors 
be had earned. On the day of lus death, at the foot of Queenston 
heights, die guns of tho Tower of London procliumed his victory at 
Detroit. He had been made a Knight of the most honourable 
order of the Bath. His banner and bis spurs wero I^d upon lus 
tomb. Like a wreath of " immortelles," they cover a soUtary name, 
" alone in its glory." Brock died unmarried. His remiuns were 
interred with those of his Provincial Aide-de-Camp, Col. McDonell, 
at Fort George, in a cavalier bastion which had been constructed 
under his superintendence. On the erection of tdie column to his 
memoiy at Queenston heights, they were removed, and rest there. 
The soldier who commanded at the American fort, Niagara, on the 
occasion of the funerpl, hcosted his flag half mast, and fired minute 
guns during the ceremony, shot for shot with our ovm.* 

* It may In pardoned to the pen which traces these Unee, if it ia insplrad if 
■omething of an hereditary ioteFegt in the events narrated. The chief monmer 
attbefaneral of Brock was Qeneral SheaS^. Two of the pall bearers were 
Lient.-Colonel GtrfSn, PrsTinoial Aide da Oamp, and James OoffiD, Eaqnire, 
Depatf AssiatttLt OoamiiMuj Qeneral, both nncles to the writer. As Qenentl 



. .ioogle 



04 (mBoncLB or «hb wab. 

Ajastareaqnemcideiit of tiiisaenu^aTage wfuilareiBrelfttfid. C(A. 
Seott, by hiB Btatnre and intreincli^ daring Qie day, bftd attracted 
the pu^oular attention of the ladian Chirftaina. Fortune fKfoar- 
ed him bo &r, that hk eicape was ascribed to Bome peeaHw 
*' medicine,'* or to wHchoraft. On the evening of t^ day t^ the 
Borrender, Scott was dimng irith General Sheaffe, irhen a aessenger 
efune from penons witiiout, who inahed to speak ivitib the ** taB 
American."' Scott rose, with a jocolw obserraticm, and pro- 
ceeded into &e nuTOw entrance, wh»e he found hims^ ccnifitrat- 
ed by two Indians, Jacob Norton and Brant the jonnger. 
The latter in En^h, rapidly questitmed him " as to Ins wounds," 
" balla throu^ his clothes," " tliey had fired at him all day 
wiUioat effect." The former WHnewhat rudely took &g ColoatA 
by the arm, as if to torn him round for iinpeotion. Soott 
indignantly flung the intruder firom him, exclaaming " Hands i^, 
yon sooondrel: you E^t>like a aqoaw." The Indiui blood was 
roused imtantaneonsly, knives and tomtUiawka were drawn. Seott 
gnuped his sword, but &e odds were agaaiat him in a narrow pas- 
sage, when, in at the door way 8t«j^)ed Colcmel Coffin, Provinci^ 
Aide-do-Camp to G«neral Sheafib, who seeing thmgB at a glance, 
drew a pistol and put it to Norton's head, calUng for assistance, 
which in one mom^t was on the spot from the ronn behind. 13ie 
Indian Chiefs, recovering from their sudden gnst of passion, ami 
abashed by their own violenoe, riowly dropped their arms, «td 
retired. The officer to whom Scott posubly owed his life was thm 
Aidft<le-Ganip to the General, and on &e 14tii January following, 
was apptunted D^nty Adjutant General of the militia of Upper 
Canada, which post he filled with uniTersal reelect, fw twenty-four 
years.* 

Shuffe lind mvritd tbair aliUr, uid wu Uielr flnt ootuini, hia BW4M it tiiti, 
vilb, It is belierad, a not ignoWe pride, to tlte boailwr t««p«d <rf men *hoi i HJ X 
U.E. Lajaluta-^Md lerrtd llMlt kingiMideovnl^ tiolr In tinemf teiai. 
■ Mu#fi«ld-i^lfc of 9c«tt, p..«!!>;SWat'i JiiA) of -BcMit, TpL.t)»p>914. 
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tntv of > Miuid or colors"— BeUliaticiD. H*rd ttoit beloir^PkuBDt weather wcet. 
Amerlun eqaadrDD and Commadore Earte. Gallant exploit of the Cuuuliu scboonev 
Slmooe. Channce^ and Captatn Broek. Armistice between Smrlh and SbeaA teimJ. 
Dated. Ueecont on Canadian tVander. Americana re|iDlaed. Fort Erie mmnoDed:. 
Bishop woat Klre Qp gm;th retiree into winter quarters, and goes tooth. United 
Slatea diaonited on the mr^-Canada onaaimoai. Suaerlnga and apirit of the pet^. 
Loykl and Fatriotio Soelatr. 

It is unfortunate that Sheaffe, if his own master, should have 
marred the fair proportions of hia succese hy an annistice which has^ 
given rise to much animadversion. He apparently might, and if he^ 
could, lie ovgkt to have crossed the river forthwith, and to have 
swept the coast of the renegade crew who had disgraced our com- 
mon manhood, and the Niagara frontier, on both sides, would have 
been spared much of future evil. Brock, as he got into his saddle 
on the morning of his death, had ordered Major Evans of the 8th 
Regt ., who renwuned in command at Fort George, to open fire on Fort 
Niagara, directlj opposite, and so effectual!; was the order obeyed, 
that, in a short time, the place was dismuitled and abandoned, and 
nu^t easily have been taken possession of the following day. But H 
should be kept in mind, that Sheaffe had to protect a frontier or 
36 miles with about 1500 men — that he had on the other side 
6000 opposed to him ; that in assailing the enemy's fix)ntier he 
exposed his own to superior numbers at remote points, and that a 
^ure on his part would hare been a sacri&ce of the successes gained, 
Tonld have opened the road to Burlington Heights and York, would 
have thrown the enemy in Proctor's rear, and have endangered the 
fstSsty of the Province. Independent of the rashness of an advance,, 
there were in favour of an armistice many substantial grounda^ 
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Ab before said he was weak, in &ce of an eoemy superior in nnm- 
bera, and embarrassed by a crowd of prisonera, whom he had to 
guard'ae well as feed. He expected reinforcements, the safe and 
speedy arrival of which woald change the aspect of affiurs. It is 
obvious too, that he acted under unseen preBaore, and that, in tins 
respect, he was not his own master. lemporinng was tbe govmt- 
ment " order of the day ;" Sir George Prevost had imposed it upon 
Brock, he in his turn had impressed it upon Proctor in the west, 
and Sheaffe, with soldierly subordmation, did as he understood.* 
Sir George Prevost disapproved of this armistice when reported to 
him ; bat the British ministry, as Sir Oeorge siud, had " ham- 
pered the contest with strange infatuation," and it cannot be 
wondered at, that absorbed in a vast life-and-death struggle in 
Europe, tiiey prayed to be ridded, by any concession, of the wor- 
riment of a petite guerre in America. On the spot, and in our 
own view of our own interests, we see things in a larger and truer 
point of view ; and it should be kept in mind that the proprielr^ of 
. the annistiGe was never questioned in England. 

The Americans were nothing daunted by this reverse. To the 
popular eye, the disaster at Queenston heights read as a success. 
The &uthorili«s, as well as the writers of the day, spoke of the death 
of Brook, as they now do of the fall of Stonewall Jackson, as 
eqmvalent to a victory. It has even been contended that the 
temporary tenure of the crest of the hill, up to the arrival of 
the reinforcements imder Sheaffo, was in itself a victory. The 
British held the Redan in &ont of Sebastopol for two hours, 
bef<H« they retired, and yet it may be doubted if any Americui 
writer would adnut this honourable feat of desperate valour to be 
a success. 

But successes of another and onexpected character — quo- 
cesaes (m the ocean, to be enlarged upon hereafter, had, at this 

* LUa knd CocnapondeiiH of Brook, Tapper, p: 116. 



. .ioogle 



TEMPORIZING POLICY — ^AMERICAS COMPLACKNOT. 67 

critical moment, elated &e .mind of the govenimeat and people, 
and imparted an immense impulse to the national energieB. The 
reluctant good sense of tlie country was drowned in the general 
intoxication. The gOTemment urged on with vigour He preparations 
for further invasion. Late as the season was, they had calculated 
to take Canada at a di9advant«.ge, when hermetically sealed by 
winter from extraneous help ; and, to impart to the tragedy, which 
had been enacted amid the melodramatic scenery of Niagara, its 
due proportion of farce, they appointed one General Smyth to the 
command. This gentleman was theBombastes.Furioso of the day. 
In proclamations he stands unrivalled. Never was there " a most 
noble army " more ." bethumped by words," — but his exploits 
appear to have been limited by phrases. 

Leaving General Smyth to apostrophize his *' Hearts of War," 
in front of General Sheaffe, we will proceed to the New York fron- 
tier of Lower Canada, where General Dearborn had assembled 
10,000 men,and from Plattshnrg menacedMontreal. But the French 
Canadian militia, like the dragon's teeth sown by Cadmus, sprang to 
arms; the land bristied with bayonets. Major de Salabeny, in the 
in&ncy of his fame, had the command of the outposts, and, under 
his insjuration, tliese undis(^)lined levies speedily showed that they 
were too much in earnest to be trifled with. After some parade 
of demonstration, on the 20th November, an attack was made on a 
picket at Lacolle, by a force from Champlain Town. The picket 
consisted of frontier militia and a few Indians tmder Col. McKay, 
of the North West Company, who had borne the news of the war to 
. Mackinac, had retained, to Montreal, to tlirow himself into the field 
at the head, of his Indians, and who, in 1814, performed services 
still more important in the capture of Prwiedu, Chien on the 
: Misoseippi.* This genUeman so handled his small force, .that the 

■ Ool. William HcKaj; WU ftther of Eobect UcEaf , Eiq., mi emiDant *dro- 
eato of UonUsal. 
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enemy, in tiie dark, fired upon their own people, killing several, 
and then, much disconcerted, fell back on Ghamplain Town, from 
whenoe the; came ; and thereupon Dearborn, in deference to the 
mandates of climate, retired into winter quarters. 

On our way back from the Plattaburg-Montreal section of the 
international irontier, wo will touch at the Indian village of St. 
Begifl where the line 45° strikes the St. Lawrence. It ia the 
westernmost, and extreme point of the frontier between Lower 
Canada and the State of New York. The Upper Province on the 
north shore of the St. Lawrence and Lakes had been formed into 
three military divisions — left, centre, and right — the left extending 
upwurds from the old French fort of Coteau du Lae, up the line of 
the St. Lawrence, included Kingston. The centre embraced York 
andthe Peninsula of Niagara; the right comprehended the Detroit 
frontier and the Upper eoasta of Lake Erie, St. Regis in Lower 
Canada, on the south shore of the St. Lawrence, opposite to Corn- 
wall, was snrpriaed on the morning of the 23rd October by a force 
of 400 men detailed from Plattsburg. The outpost or picket, 
at this point, consisted of twenty man and an officer of Ganai^aD 
Yoyageura. Lieut. Rototte, Sergeant McGUlivray, and six men 
were kiUed,.the remainder taken prisoners. In a cupboard of ^e 
wigwam of the Indian interpreter, was found a Union Jack, on gala 
days the worthy object of Indian adoration. This windfall was 
aimoanced to the world as the " capture of a stand of colors," 
" the first colors taken during the war," Dozens of them might 
have been obtained, at far less cost, in any American shipyard, 

Thisafrontwasresentedforthmth. Onthe 2Srd November, small 
parties of the 49th Foot and Glengarry laght In&ntiy, supported 
by about 70 men of the Cornwall and Glengarry militia, about 
140 in all, under Lieut.-Colonel McMillan, crossed the St. Law- 
rence and pounced on the American fort at Salmon river, opposite 
to St. Regis. The enemy took to the block-house, but finding fhem- 
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selves Burroimded, surrendered prisoners of war. One captain, 
two sabalterns and forty-one men vere ta^en, with four batteanx 
and fifty-seven stand of arma. Ko " stand of colors" was captured 
with the Americans, as it is not usual to confide standards to the 
guardianship of detached parties of forty or fifty men in any ser- 
nce. 

But while winter, growing gradually up the river, had already 
imposed an icy bajrier to all military operations in Eastern Canada 
and on the line of the river St. Lawrence, the climate of the Western 
Province, the more moderate as it declines westward, admitted, to 
a much later period of the year, of naval combinations and of the 
movements of troops. At a time when the St. Lawrence, from 
Quebec downwards, is barred by thick ribbed ice, and the vast 
territory intermediate between the Atlantic and this noble river is 
an impassable wilderness of snow ; where the breath freezes in the 
very nostrils of men ; the immense tract of countiy west of, ^id 
among the Lakes, enjoys a climate very like that of England ; — 
somewhat less of humidity, perhaps, and a litUe more of sun. At 
Detroit, the river freezes occasionally, as does the EMne, and as does 
the Thames, and leads to much the Bame exhibition of jollity, booths 
and bonfires, races and roast oxen ; but the vast expanse of the lake 
surface moistens and softens the atmosphere — the waters are, fiir 
military purposes, at no period of the season reliably impracticable, 
and the West is, during vrinter, and in ordinary seasons, aa pleasant 
a country to figjit over as any part of Flanders. 

Thus, on the 9th of November, 1812, the American fieet from , 
Sackett's Harbour, consisting of the Oneida brig of 16 guns, and 
ax heavy schooners, chased the Royal George, commanded by 
Commodore £arle, into Kingston. At an eariier period the Com- 
modore had withdrawn irom an attempt on the Oneida in Sackett's 
Harbour, and much bad been said to his disparagement in conse- 
quence. We have been reminded significantly, that the Canadian 
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Commodore did not belong to the Royal Navy. The imputation 
Bhould have been spared until it had been fully aacertuned how 
much of hia apparent bac^liding was aScribable to BHtieb mi»- 
management. What was the strength of hia crew? What the 
state of his equipments ? What his orders ? His conduct amply 
iodicated the character of all the orders of that time. We do not ' 
hesitate to say that the Canadian seaman, on his own waters — man 
to man — is as good as the briniest salt that ever trod deck ; and as a' 
rule, for pluck or conduct, the raw Canadian material is equ^ W 
aiiy found in Tankeedom, or Christendom either, and in proof we 
quote the daring escape of the Canadian schooner Simcoe, James' 
Richardson, commander, by running the gauntlet of the American' 
flotilla. The story is thus told : 

On &B 20ih November, the Americans had cannonaded the 
town of Kingston, and got the Worst of it, at long bowls. They 
had hauled off, beating out of the channel into the open lake,' 
under heavy press of s^, when they discovered the Simcoe, 
a fine 200-ton schooner, bound from Niagara to Kingston. 
She had been employed in the transportation of troops and 
stores, and was returning in ballast. The American force, 
armed with long heavy guns, intercepted her completely. Kch- 
ardson, not relishing the idea of capture, and the transfer of sff 
fine a vessel to the American marine, attempted at first to run 
her ashore on Amherst Island, but the wind baffled this deago. In- 
the meantime one of the enemy's schooners got under his lee, and' 
■opened fire, but, attempting to tack, " missed ^tays." lUcfaard- 
son's nantjcnl blood was up in a moment. He cheered his men. 
" Look, lads, at these lubbers ! Stand by me, and we will run past 
the whole of them, and get safe into port." The answer was a ready 
cheer. The helm was instantly " put up," and spreading aU sail, 
with a stiff breeze blowing, the daring Simcoe bore down direct on 
tlie harbour, passing a littie to the northward of the enemy, who, 
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dnp hy ship, delir«red tlieir fire of round and grape, and vmly 
eRdeavoured to cross her bowa. She rfiot l^ Uiem all, with riddled 
ddeB and stuls, but not a man hurt, running, the gauntlet foe 
foar or five miles. B^ore reaching port she waa struck under 
water by a S^pound' shot, filled, and sank, but waa easily nused. 
rfkwwards, and repalredi As she sank the crew fired tiieir only 
piece of orcbaooe, a solitary muaket, viUi a cheer of defiance, 
wfaioh was taken up and echoed by the thousands of citizens, 
troops, and nuhtia who tbroi^ed the shope." 

A few hours after, Oonunodore C^auncey, in command of the 
Aanerioaa squadron, captured a schooner htiving on board Gapjb. 
Brock, a brother of the deceased Q-eaeral, with plate wad eSecta 
of his late relative. Chaancey paroled tbe captain^ and,, with 
graceful generonty, restored to him all the captured proper^ ha-, 
had in churge. 

Xfae arffiiataee between Gren. Smyth aod Sir Roger- She^e tet< 
minated on t^e 20tb ^fovemb&r. Wiih Geo. Smyth gasconading 
was a gifb. Qe had primed his men with proclwnations, but 
fired tJie bma with a. long laayafd. He had prepared 2500 
men for aa inraaion of Canada. Ha pre^dedat ^e embu-katioo, 
Bkff the men off safely, aod retired to " organize further." 

" The toinado burst OS theCanodian^sbot^e," to use the w^rdsof 
tlie American annalist,f at the upper end <^ Qraad Isle, between. 
Fert Erie aad Chippewii. It was met by ih& i^aot Gdi, i^shc^p, 
who con^tanded aJ}out 660 men, — 360 regaidars, and 240 militia, 
ottder U^r Hatt and Gapt Bostwiglf. The first demtmstrationi 
toc^ ^aoe OQ tjie 27 th November. Small otit^xists of the i^^slb 
were temporaiti^ overpowered, guna weie spiked ; Lieutehiuii.ts King,, 
IiamoDt and Bartley, of t}ie Boyal Artillery, perversely fighd^,. 
nth thatstupid iadiapeuitioQ to give in, natural to Briti:^ youngsters^ 

* MemoraadA of tbe Ber. Dr. Bicbatdson, D.D. 

t Nile's Weeklj MeweDg«r, qaotad hj Anchinleek, 110. 
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were badly wounded ; but when monung broke, Biahopp and Ormst^ 
were down upon the invader. The guns were recaptured and unspik- 
ed ; a second division of American invaders repulsed with much loss ; 
and aD ^de-de-camp of the American general, with about for^ men 
and some other officers, were takeu prisoners. Smyth, who had 
already proclaimed himself victorious, was puzded. Considering 
the disparity of numbers the British ought to have surrendered 
l<mg before — he was sure they meant to do so — the case of Hull was 
precisely paraUel. He would give them an opportunity, — and so 
despatched a flag of truce to Fort Erie, poUtely requesting a sur- 
render — a suggestion which was declined, in the best possible 
temper, by the imperturbable Bishopp. 

Smyth ordered his men agiun into the boats, and then, to dis- 
embark and dine, and then, to repeat the same manoeuvre, until at 
length, on the 1st December, he decided to abandon all idea of 
crossing and conquest, and to go into winter quarters, which was 
done, it must be said, to the intense disgust of his army. Winter 
quarters led to miUtary conventions, and to resolutions very dis- 
concerting to the General, who finding himself to be threatened 
with bar and feathers, departed forthwith South, was removed in a 
summary way from the U. S. service, and subsided finally into a 
member of Congress : and thus ended the campaign of the year 
1812, not inanspioiously for Canada. 

It proved two tilings — ^first that the people of the United States 
were disunited on the subject of the war, while the people of 
Canada were united to a man. The Le^lature of Maryland 
openly denounced the war. The governments of Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and Rhode Island, had refused ihe quota of militia 
demanded of these States respectively. Such men as Quincey 
declared in the House of Representatives at Washington, that 
" ranee the invasion of tiie Buccaneers, there was nothing in his- 
tory .more disgraceM than this war." 
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The voice of Canada was nnaiiimous — in Uie Upper and in the 
Lower Province — French and English — Protestant and Catholic — 
men of all parlieB and all policies — the voices of all were stall for 
war. They had not sou^t it, — thej had shunned it, — but it had 
been forced upon them, and they were ready to fight it out. Recol- 
lect, that this was not the sentiment of a vagabond population, but 
of the ' fEirmerB, whose fields were left uncultivated, and families 
destitute, while they risked their lives for tlieir national independence. 
Nor were these sacrifice, all : let us consider the privations en- 
dured. Men were suddenly summoned from their firesides, homely 
but plentiful, to encounter a cunpaign, impcrfectiy armed, insuffi- 
dently clad, uncertfunly fed. And yet no complaints were beard 
— they suffered and fought on. 

But the knowledge of their distress pervaded the commnnity and 
touched every heart. First, the people of York originated a Bub- 
scription, and the young ladies devoted themselves to the work of 
preparing flannels for the men. InDecemberl812, rose the" Loyal 
and Patriotic Society of Upper Canada ;" Thomas Scott, Cluef 
Justice, President, and John Strachan, William Campbell, John 
Small, William Chewitt, J. B. Robmson, William Allan, Grant 
Powell, and Abel Wood, as Directors. The object of this Society 
was to provide comforts for the men, support for destitute tamilies, 
succour for the wounded, compensation to the plundered, and 
assistance to all who required and deserved it. The appeal of tins 
Society met with an instant and generous response. In London, 
nnder the auspices of the Duke of Kent, was subscribed at once 
£5,000 ; m Jamwca, £1,419 ; in Nova Scotia, X2,500 ; in 
Montreal, £3,130 ; in Quebec, £1,500 ; m York, £1,868 ; in 
Kingston and Blastem Districts, £800. In other places both within 
and without the Province other large sums, amounting altogether to 
£14 or £15,000. These moneys were employed very judiciously, 
to die relief of great distress, leaving at tiie close of the war a con- 
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dderable b^^cs in tlie hands of the Treasurer, but, at the time, 
this generous appreciatioii of their efforts: had a grand efiect. It 
santc deep into' the heaMs of t^ peoj^e of Canada. Inspired bjthe 
sympatliy odA- ebtiit^aatic sopport of their fdbw4ubje«ta in all 
parte of the woiid, tiie lojal men of Canada' rallied to the Qaig o! 
their natire land— 4» utrd^ne fortim4 parati — vith the sentiment 
in their hearts vhiah they bare huided dcwn to tiiwr children, 
expressed in Praed's Chairade— 

Figbt as jour fathers Tongbt, 

Fall u four Others fell : 

Thf task is taoght — Vbf shrondit wrongbt— 

SoWbrWat4, and fitrevell. 



t,CoogIe 



MsTid ooenrmnee* of Qie wkr. SbpmnuiT' of CnglMid on flia eei 

fireiga progten. AmerhMD 1H(&1»— UmiTslled In eouBtrnsliaii— 8pe«]~-Eqalpiiunl 
—Power. fiBfil duels. TbeConaUtutioii mudtiuerriire. Tha Frolic and Wup. Tha 
llnit«d SIaUb ud HitoedODiMi. Tho Jan and Canstltdtloii: Eflest of th«a contnta^ 
ExDltadOB of Europe. England nerred and iteeled. Tli« Hornet and Feaoook. 
Counter-atroke. Sbauuon and Cheaapnke. Uoral eSmst. The balance tedresaad. 
GalluKr on both gldea. EObct of Uieee evenU an the war in Canada. 

Not to intemipt, aa fitr as could be &roided, the thread of tiie 
preceding narrative, no mention baa been made of those remarkable 
naval duels which imparted so much of a hold and startUng inter- 
est to the American contest, so called, of 1812. The first of 
tlieae occurreQCeB, which took place towards the end of that jear, 
electrified and dazzled America, and blinded the popular vi^on to the 
reverses which had been encountered In Canada, wbile a series of 
well fought engagements, resulting, in rapid succession, to tiie disad- 
vantage of Great Britzun, signalized the opemng of the year 1813. 
Up to tluB period of time, England had held dconinion of the seas. 
The oceans of the globe owned her sway. The Spaniard and the 
Frenchman, the Dutchman and the Dane, had confessed her proweaa. 
From Cadiz to Copenhagen, from Gibraltar to the Nile, she ruled 
the miun. It was with astonishment, not unmixed witb glee, that 
Qioae who had sufiered discomfiture, now witnessed her disaster. 
The haughty lioness had been bearded in her den, by her own sea- 
cuba, who proved themselves, in deadly conflict, to be not unworthy 
of their ori^. 

In 1812 Great Britain had one thousand pennants afloat. At 
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the outbreak of the war, the American navy conaiated of four 
firigates aad eight sloops, but they were all ships of new and skilful 
ooDStructioQ, combiQuig great power with great speed, and both, in 
the number of guns and weight of metal, exceeding their nominal 
strength. The embargo supplied these choice crubers with admir- 
ble crews, while the officers, in seamanship and brayery, were second 
to none. It had been remarked by observant travellers in preced- 
ing years, that the Americans were building vessels of their respec- 
tive classes, very superior to our own, but the British Admiralty 
of the day were deaf to suggestion or advice. They laughed to 
scorn all such Yankee inventions. 

The reverend greybeards raved an' stormed 

That jounker laddies 
Sbould think they better were iDformed 

Than their auld daddies. 

Thus, when war came, a solitary frigate, splendidly armed, equipped, 
manned and officered, proved more than a match for ships of war, 
nominally equal, but in fact, greatly inferior ; while her speed enabled 
her to set at defiance all vessels or combinations of superior force. 
The frigates too, of England, scattered on every sea, were not only, 
individually, unequal in strength, but, from their numbers, imperfect 
in appointment and under-manned. All this ought to have been 
fbreseen and provided for. In the absence of provision came the 
catastrophe. We have already seen how, in the first naval attempt 
of the war, the Belvidera had maintained the skilful supremacy of 
England, hut this was followed by blows of different augury, lii 
August, 1812,* the Constitution encountered the Guerri^re, The 
American, in tonnage, weight of metal, and number of men, was 
half as heavy again as the Englishman. The former was fresh out 
of port. The latter returnmgfrom a long cruise to refit, withfore- 
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mast and bowsprit sprang. Captain Dacres, in true bull-dog &sbion, 
foaght for two bours, jard-ann to yard-arm. He was crushed, 
dismasted, wholly wrecked — seventy-nine men killed and wounded, 
»nd thirty shots received below die water-lme. He struck, without 
disgrace, to an antagcmiat umnjured comparatively in hull and rig- 
ging, and whose casu^lies amounted to fourteen.* The Guerridre 
was unking when she struck. She was fired by Uie enemy and 
blown up. 

Next, in October, 1.812, ensued the fight between the Frolic and 
the American Wasp, aloop of war, of the same nominal force, but 
the broadside, equipage and tonnage greatly in fitvour of the 
American. The Frolic, damaged in a gale, was reBtting lig^g. 
She was soon reduced to the condition of a log on the water, and 
was carried by boarding, the only livmg occupants of her decks 
being three officers and the man at the wheel. The British loss in 
a conffict of an hour was thirty killed and between forty and fifty 
wounded. Both ships were taken in the afternoon of the same 
day by the Poictiers, 74 guns, and sent into Bermuda.f 

■TheQuerri4r« had been captured ftom cbe Fnnch, and for the beauty of her 

model was taken iaio onr service. She was therefore ao old ship, and her 

•eaatling only admitted oF the ubb of loog IS-pounder gune, while the God- 

■titntion carried 24 pouoden on her main, and 32 pounders an her upper deck. 

The comparative fighting power of the two BhipB may be thus given :— • 

Coosiitution. Guerri*re, 

5B guns. 48 guns. 

Throwiog 1B36 Iba. shot Throniag 1034 lbs. BhoL 

Crew, 460. Craw, 240. 

Tonnage, 1G33. Tonnage, 1092. 



t Frolie. 


Wa.p. 


IBga^ 


IS guna. 


Broadaide, 163 Itu. 


Broadside, 36B lbs. 


Grew, 91. 


Crew, 13B. 


16 kori dt eombat. 


6 killed, G wounded. 


Toonage, 3S4. 


Tonnage, 434. 
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On the 25th OcjtDbor came a still sturdier blow. The Umted 
States oucountered the MftcedoEoan, 56 guns to. 44, todthe dis' 
paiitj fitiU more increased by weight o£bio&d8ido« tonnage, ^Qreir- 
The fight waa fierce, — at long range, — in cloeefi^t,— in attempts to 
board, — in a tremendtius aea. The Macedonian. was bo crippled asto 
become unmanageable, and being exposed to raking broadsides, ^a 
could not answer. After a contest of two hours and upwards, wiflii 
mizzenmast goae bj Uie board, muq and foretopmast.shot away^ 
. thirty-six men killed and sixty-eight wounded, she slowly and eadly* 
lowered her flag. The dispari;^ of force is best shown by the conn 
paratire losses. The. British fiigate lost 104 killed aad. wounded ; 
flie American twelve.* 

Kor was this the last disaster of the year. On the 20th Dec., 
the Java frigate, under command of &e young and gallant Lambert, 
left Spithead for the East Indian Station. Lunbert had been at 
Quebec . in 1808, in the Iphigenie fngate, where . he had attracted 
much atteution, as (he beau ideal of a ^^tish sailor. Brook speaks 
of him wi4h warmth in his ^miliar letters. He sailed liom Spit- 
head with a motley crow — ga<^birds, as ^ey were called — being 
many of them poachers and smugglers, desperadoes, devwd of dis- 
cipline, but, as the event showed, fiill of fight; toany of them, 
however, had never fired a cartridge. Ijambert, who had some 
American experience, remonstratod. He was answered with a sneer: 
he was told that a voyage to Bombay and baok would, make a crew : 
and went to hia death, doomed but determined. On the 29th Dec. 
he fell in with the Constitution— The inequality was much the same 
as in the preceding; contest with the Macedonian. The Constitatdon 
at first stood away, long range being her forte, but Lambert was a 

* ITiilUdSUlM. UftcedoDiaD. 

Btoadride, weight rfmeUl, 864 Iba. Broadiide, S33 lbs. 
Crew, iti. Crew, 2S4, 

' Tonnkge, 1BS3. Tonnage, 1061.' 
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Beoman, Emd one of tiie bravest of tiie brave. He Jpiew tliat bis 
onlj chance was «t close quarters, aod by dint of.good eoamaDabip, 
at length ranged ^ongside of an antagonist, on his part nothing 
:loat^. The fight lasted two boura v)d a-half ; X^ombert attempong 
to board, fdl mortally wounded. With no gra^rcmsb to &e 
bmreheafts arouad, down came, at the same time,.'thu fcu-emast of 
the Java,. elpgging the deck jiith -wreck. .Iieut.:Chads took Ijie 
o^omand, uid desperately ibu^t on ; the ligging and nuiuing gear 
i^ted fHni the dischargti of the guns. At last not a piece could 
be brought to bear, and (^.gallant ship, helpless and hopeless, sni^ 
raadered to thefoe, — hut bo utierly riddled and ruined, that t^e 
'American Captain. B^bridge, having saved the remfuns of her 
crew, l^her to &e flames, and the charred and . shattered torso 
«f the Java, " into the deep went down."* Lambert fell, a hero 
as he had hved, and expired six daySiafter. Hie "gaol-bird" 
erew, true.Biitcois at heart, and inspired byiiis deyoted gallasti;^, 

— died, all plack and bottom, 
ToMve Ailre wboblaghed he hadbegot'em. 

.The aise of tiiese American frigates may be estimated, on stating 
. the fact that the largest 74 gun ship in the British navy at that 
time — the Dragon — waa two feet shorter, though two feet wider, 
than the Pre^dent,the Constitution, or the United States, rated as 
44 gun frigates ; and that while irigates of the class of die 
(Juerridre, the Macedonian, and the Java, carried each twenty-eight 
long 18 pounders and sixteen 32 pounder carronades, the American 
44*8, so rated, carried tlurty-two long 24 pounders and twenty-two 



• JoT»,«faM, 


OonititatiOD, ut inpnl. 


Hen, 392 


Man, m 


Killed, 31 


EUled, 10 


W4Bnd«d, 9*-ll* 


WDiuded.,4t— .68 
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S2 pounder carronades. At long range they were superior in 
weight and precision of fire, and immeaanrablj superior &t close 
quarters.* 

The efiect of these successive disasters can hardlj b&exaggerated. 
England stood, for the moment, stunned. !Ehe contjnent of Europe 
shouted with joy. " Down with the sea-dogs, d bos les loups maritu," 
was the polyglot cry ; but the old sea-dog shook himself sulkily, 
showed his teeth, muttered an ominous growl, and betook himself 
at once to remedy the evil. Never does England bear herself 
more bravely, never does she look more wortiiy of her fortunes, than 
in the face of misfortune. The Admiralty, slow to move, when 
moved, swept on, with the force of the tide which rebuked the 
Courtiers of Canute. Efibrte were made to strengthen the squad- 
ron on the American coast, and single vessels were equipped, and 
manned, fit to encounter the leviathans of America ; a fui-ther 
calamity spurred tiiem on. On the 14th February, 1813, t^e 
American Hornet stung to death the British Peacock.* Both were 
sloops nominally of the same force, but tiie Hornet had two guns 
more than her opponent, and the weight of her broadside was 
double. In men and uze she was much superior. The contest 
(Kmtinued for an hour and a half. The Peacock was so torn to 
peces, that she sank with thirteen of her own men, and four 
Homet», striving, nobly but vainly, to save their foemen from a 
watery grave.f 

As in the &igatos, so was die disproportion in the American sloops 
of war. " For instance the sloop Hornet cajried eighteen 32 carron- 



t Peacock. Horoet. 

Bioadside gaaa, 9. Broadsids gun*, 10. 

Weight of broadaide, 191 Ibf. Weight of broadside, S9T. 

lien, 110. Men, ISI. 

Tons, 386. Toae, 460. 
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adea, fonr long 9 and two long 6 pounders with 162 picked men ; 
the British aloop Peacock bad sixteen oarrooades of 24 lbs. and 
two long 9'a, with 110 men." * 

At laat came ihe oounter>atroke. Amcmg the manj gallant 
officers, anxious to meet die Americans on equal terms, was Captain 
Broke, in command of the Shannon. He had under hia command a 
crack ship moun^g 62 gnns, and a crew carefully trained to gunnery 
and small arms. They knew their commander, and their commander 
knew them ; and this mutual confidence made its mark in fJie hour 
of need. Broke,off the American coast,had learned that the frigate 
Chesapeake of 52 guns was then in Boston fittang for sea, where- 
upon he disnuased tus consort, the Tenedoe, a frigate of 36 guns, with 
instructions to keep out of the way while he had a &u- " turn up" 
with the foe, and then, with Castilian punctilio, sent a cartel to Oapt. 
Lawrence requesting in the most respectful terms " the honour of 
t meeting to try the fortunes of their reapectiTe flags, "f Lawrence,, 
as brave a sailor as ever trod quarter deck, had anticipated the 
invitation, and was prompt in his acknowledgments. In brief space,. 
11th June,' 1813, Broke saw the American under weigh, and. 
standing down upon him, surrounded by yaohte and boats, while the' 
cheers of bis enthusiastic countrymen rang through the welkin. 
An entertainment had been prepared on shore for Uie return of * 
&OBe who were thus arrayed and sent to conquest, but the feast was 
aerred with funeral baked meats. 

The contest which ensued it is difficult to gjve in detail. It 
iras shcfft, sharp, and deci^ve, most bravely fbught on both sides, 
.bat the magmficent goimery of the British gave them an advantage' 
firom the outset, which was crowned by boarding. From the deck 
and &om yard-arm, nmnltaneously, the Ameriean was carried, in ». 



• TeriUi, p. lU ; Latter 9. 

t Letter lron-Btok» to htMnaot, Jmuw, Tol. I, p. 199. 
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deipertte liaud'to-faaiid Mam^e, led- by BrnKe^ ^o ^ns sevetdy 
ttonnded in tbo fra;'. Lawrenoe had &Ilen drtering oh Ius mni) 
and died ahortlj afler the action, hoooored and lamented'. Sal 
ho^ waB' biui6d' at Halifax ir^- every mark of ndliteiy i^espeot. 
lb fifteen mintitm'flnm the finag of' &e&fit!gan^tiie Gfaesapealitp 
was aprise to the Shatmoii ; andiu tfaat brief epaee 145' biwrena^ 
mthe iUneiican aide, and 88 ontfae Eo^iBh had paBtnd totiiwr 
aocount. The moml eflecti of this viotcvy was- ti«mendona — aaio*^ 
oesEBOn of disasten was repaired' at a blow. The deadly ^11 -mai 
irok^ii, and Ehi^and agun held in her grasp l^e taJiiman of sncceaK- 
It WB9 recoreped- by h«f owd resdntion to ropidr de^^ ttd' by'd 
tardy, bnt ja8ti^^)re(^atioa of the merita of others.* 

Id all these ae^oiut the strengthof Tesselsi wei|^t of metal' aa/t- 
mnober of men vreee deddedly in &voiir of the Aisericam! — th« 
meed of valor was' equally divided. In c<mrteBy and maaly bew^ 
ii]% the /^nericaa generonely vied with-the Bribm. Lawrenee and' 
l^ambert alike oonseomted' with their bk)ed the flaga of' thes^ 
iwpeetive ooautriesj The eehoes of the indiacrindnatmg. seei axg 
»' reqifiem, evet^etmf^, for the Botdi of the brave men who iiiM 
iMved their exainp)e. 

Tetflton lbs bRlomwid tb« daptm httrsniort, 
Li^ hearts and bTkT» are gatbw«d to tby breait i 
The; hear not now tbe booming Tater roac; 
ITbe battle thunder will not bteak tbelr real. 
Keep thy red gold and gemt, thon stormy gr«Te I 
^n likeK tbcr trim and Inan I ' 



Shannon. 
Broadside gant, 3S 
Weigbl of metal, B55" 
irnmber of eiew, 806 
Tonnage/: Me b 
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The early sacceases of this naval campaign exercised great moral 
influence on tlie general conduct of the war. Thej more than 
nnnpenaated in tlie American nund tai the national shortcoming! 
onBhore. The seaboard cities were then the centres of population 
•nd of opinion. The tastes, the pursuits, the B^mpathies of the 
people were vith their ssilors. The prennt exultation gave no 
thought to the future, or to disagreeable admomtions on (he distant 
frontier of Canada. The Qoremment also vere not nnftvar«' 
HaA the present adVantageB on die Lakes might, vith their oppor- 
ionities, be greatly improved, and die prestige of victory b« 
traotfetted from the ocean to these iiilajid seas. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

IKtS. Amerioni prepukttona an Lakea Ontario and Eils. BrlHab KiuIMry did It* b«^ 
Cuidm Ite dn^. Hen and moner TOled. New Brniuwkik regtment mBrobed fttioi 
Frvdericlononinowahiws. Ualor General £>uu. Str Jsni« Yea and spunen BTrlve 
fromHallfU. BriOriivid AinHfcan fbrason tbefVontier. In tbe WeM. Haniaou 
and Proctor. General Wlnebater delbated and oaptnred at FrsmMown. Capt. 
Fonrth harrlea Broekvills, Keprlulg. Sir Geoi^ FrBToet at Fresoott. FermlM ■ 
demonttratlon. Prescott. Ogdansbnrg. ColoDet George Uaodonnell. The Glengarrlea. 
Blsbop Macdounell. DaBhnlOgdeDubnrg— Dangenofthe lee— Theplacetaken. Capt. 
Jenkine and Uent. BIdge. FlerreHolinea. Hig ttarj. Macdonnaira eonrage, oonrMsy, 
and klndnna. 

It has been said before, that one effect of the war had been to 
concentrate the national reeoarces, both of men and material, and 
to dispose them roost conveniently foe operadons on either arena, of 
land or lake; immense, preparations were made at once. Sackett's 
Harbour on Lake Ontario, and Fresqn'isle on Lake Erie, were sup- 
plied with comparative fa«ility from New York and Philadelphia, and 
» naval force, created with great rapii^t^, very superior to any wiUi 
which Great Britain, engaged in every sea, and so distant from her 
ooloniea, oould encounter the emergency- 

Xhe preparations, tiierefore, for the camptugn of 1818, were 
carried on mOi increased vigour by ihe American Government. 
The British Ministry, it may be believed , did their best, but at great 
^sadvautage. Throbged and beset by difGculties, it is not nonatural 
tiiat they should sdli have temporized, slill have indulged in a liit- 
gering hope that more pacific counsels might yet previul, or tbit 
Ute chapter of accidents would open at a leaf propitious to the 
f^unes of Britain. 
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Kor waa Canada wanting to itaelf. The Legislature of Lower 
Canada had assembled on the 29th Dec, 1812. The Arm; Bill 
Act waa renewed and extended. £500,000 were authorized to be 
pnt into circulation. £15,000 were granted to equip the embodied 
militia. £1,000 to provide hospitals, and £25,000 towards the 
support of the war. A duty of 2^ per cent, on all merchandize 
imported into the Promce was also granted for the support of the 
war. The expenses of the militia for the cnrrent jear had been 
£55,000, or «220,000.* The whole expenditure of the Govern- 
ment was £98,777.' 

In addition to the force already raised, the militia was augmented 
hj a draft in Lower Canada. A battalion was embodied in Quebec, 
^ihQ 6th} for Garrison duty. A Canadian Fencible Re^ment, 
a regiment of Glengarries, and a regiment of Voltigeura were 
recrtutad diligently, and with succesa.f The New Brunswick regu- 
lar regiment, (the 104th,) in the month of March explored, for the 
first time, the wintry wilderness lying between Fredericton on the 
lUver St. John and Qie St. Lawrence. These hardy men per- 

• Christie, Vol. X, p. 7S. 
f The Montwsl Oaoadiao Oourant — on extinct Literary Volcano — of the 4th 
Hay, 1813, copieB ftom the Qaebeo Oaietie of a preceding date : 

"THI VoLTIOtDRt. 

" Tbii corpa now forming under the command of HajorDe Salaberrj is com< 
pleting wiih ■ despatch worthy of the ancient warlike spirit of the coaDtry. 
Capt. Perrault'g DoropaDy was fiUled np in 48 boura, and waa yesterday paased 
by His Eicpllencj the OoverDOti and the companies of Captains Duchesnay, 
Panel and L'Ecujer, have now nearly their Eompiiment. The young men mora 
in solid colamns towarda the enliating ofSceri, with an expreulon of counteniuice 
not to be mistaken. The Oanadiana are awakening from the repose of an age 
■ecnred to them by good goiernment and virtuous habits. Thtir aager U/roA 
—the object of their preparation ainple and dUiincl. They are to defend Ibelr 
Bng, known to them onl; by acts of kindness, and a na^reconntry long since 
made taered by the ezploiia of their forefathen." 
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jfbm^ ihia _tf»t, ^taaSj, npqp jpo^-qhciep, fio;^r;^n%g l^at^ahipa 
and .snmoDntiiig ol^taole.a, :to :>rliich .the latp ;niarcli of t^e Gu^rd^ 
1^9^ .4^6 same scen^, admirable iu itself, a^ it ever must l^e, irap 
but a holiday &eak. 'J!he staff a^d .t^he .Commissariat of th<^ 
fUys ha^ not jmdergoo^ the teaching of a Crim^^u tiampugn — ^ 
jann bpnburable to thoae who, b; dint of iodiridaal exertion, con- 
.trived to sapply those deficiencies, and ^png .Uiiem no nuu .sh^^ 
more con^icuooaly ^an the late Major (general Thomaa Eran?, 
C.B., l<H)g identafied with the social orcles of Montreal and 
Quebec, and who was then a Captun in the 8& InfantEy. 

In their wake followed Capttuns Barclfiy, Pring, and I'innif of 
tiie Royal N^&yyi with five lieutenants and a few seamen, OTerlancU 
from Hali&z. From Quebec they proceeded rapidly to Kingston 
took the fleet there inhand, andl^dthemselTes out, stu^ily, to the 
■^ork of fittjng and eqaipment. In May .they were joined by Sir 
jTam^ L. Yeo, from jSngland, backed by aboi^t 450 British sailore. 

It may be well to recapitulate here the strength of the respectavf 
&rceB on the frontier, both of Upper and Lower Canada, at ths 
commencement of the campaign of 181S. Armatrong, the Ameri- 
can Secretary at war, stated that the force commanded by Crenend 
Dearborn, within District No. 9, that is to say, on the Plattsbnrg- 
Uontreal frontier, was over 13,000 men of all arms. The force at 
the disposal of Sir Ceorge Frevoet at this point did not exceed 
8,000 regulars and militia. 

At 3«>kett'8 Harbour .200 regolare and 2.Q0.Q militoa ; at Lajcp 
Ohamplain, available for operations on Centr^ Canada or tbe left 
Division, 3,000 regulars and 2,000 nulitia. -To oppose this force 
there were scattered at Kingston, Frescott, and other posts on the 
line, sbont 1,600 men. 

On the liliagara frontier, the enemy had a^mbled 3,3,00 regular? 
and 2,000 mililaa. To Iheae men weT« opposed 1,700 men in Fort 
Gteorge, and 600 men oa the rest of the irontier, Sti miles in 
length,— 2,800 in all. 
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On ihft VMtent fivntier, <jl«&eral Harrison hM. in hand «sm 
$^900 tata, v)sia o]^}Owd to 1^ m ofHanuad (^ the Bi^t diviaoa 
«r Upper, Oaoada, Fioctor wielded about 1,040 tFO(^, and 1,SIM 

Indiftna md iBoHtia. 

"The firat (^ratioos of tlte year were adr««e to the AiDericana. 
93ie ooaditions of othnate on tite Western frcKitier adsait of militaiy 
■tomneDta at a time when Central Canada is diffionit, and Lowe? 
Canada impraclicaMe. £arty in Jannuy, 181S, Offlienil Harriatm, 
wfao, «t the head of the Ohio levies, hong upon the border oS 
IGchigan, made demonstrati<iii8 on Detrtnt, weakly gamsoned, aod 
keld hj Colonel Proctor, who had bewi left in oomntand by Brock. 
The seaaon, though &ToiinAle to wi adviuoe trom the Americra 
■de, &om tlie South, precluded all idea of BtMsfa reiaforeementa 
from the Nortfa. On the 11th, Proetw learned that an Americui 
£naon under Geneval Winchester, had reached Frenditown on 
flte River Rmsui, witii the int«tl»on of attaetang ]&<owiiatown, stiH 
Kore in advance towards De^it. Procter bddly grappled with 
tbe dangw. He saw that the Am^can ibroe had advanced 
b^mtd t^ sfaeltw of support, atA he flung his whole sbvugth on 
Winoheater befwe Harrison eoiijd reach loin. At breiA of day, on 
Ha 22nd, Proctor attacked the enemy's divisian, about 1,000 strong, 
being the floww of t^ Northwestern army, and raiflountered, from 
dread <^ the Indians, a despnate resisttuiee. ^e huSdings at 
¥^;enohtom were held, but a part of the Ameriean fin^ie bn^e te 
their rear, and endeavoured to escape by the road cm which t^ey 
Mme. In the pursuit, the America Generd was captored b^- 
Sound-head, a Wyandot chief, and Iweu^t to Proctw. The 
Americans, who had retreated under cover, s^ fought with desper" 
ition.* Indian severities ami their own mhumui leprisats crowded 



* ChtUtie, Tol. XI, p. 69. A mora delsited namtira of thaw occnmDMt- 
wfll be toaad hereafler, Ohaptan XVIII and XIX. 



D,„;,zcc ..Google 



88 OHEOHIOLB'OV THB WAK. 

before their eyes, like spectrea of doom, aSBnining bodily shftpe, in 
Bwarmsofdnskyirarriors, heralded by demoniac yells. Winchester, 
ftpprehenfflTe tliat the buildings held by his men vonld be fired to 
the hopelosa destruction of every defender, agreed to Borrender him- 
self and hie whole force. Fire hnndred and twenty-two men and 
officers, witii arms, stores and ammnnition, became tlie piize of the 
British ; about 400 were killed and wounded. Proctor commanded 
600 regular soldiers and militia, with about 600 Indians, aod lest 
180 hora de comhat. He and his troops received a vote of thanks 
from (be Canadian House of Assembly tiien in sesfflon, and he was 
promoted to the rank of Brigadier General. For a time, the 
Michigan tenitcry was safe, and Detroit secure. 

We will now turn from the right division of Upper Canada, to 
the division of tiie left, or the frontier of the Upper St. Lawrence. 
On the 6th February, Capt. Forayth, the invader of | rustic tttst- 
guillity at Gananoque, made a nocturnal rud on the pigs and 
poultry of ElizabethtowD, now BrookviUe, where he wounded a 
militia sentry, sacked the cattie pens, and did not spare the private 
houses, nor the gaol, and carried off fifty-two of the inhabitants 
into captivity, — among them two M^ors, three Captfune, and two 
IJeutenaDts, elderly gentlemen, who, as a compliment, retted 
their oonmiis^ons in the militia. This exploit led to a brilliant 
reprisal, and deserves notice moreover, as a proof, how fEir this part 
of the frontier ia aeeailable in winter — tiie ice, indeed, afibrding 
&cility for small predatory excnrdons. 

T^e Lower CanwUan Le^ature rose in Febmaiy, and on the 
17th Sir Geoi^ Prevost iefl Quebec for Upper Canada. On hia 
route he found at IVescott Lieut.-Golonel Pearson, an active and 
enterprising officer, who urged upon him an attack on Ogdensburg 
in retaliation for the recent descent on Brockville. Prevost doubted 
and demurred ; but while the proposal was under discussion, it was 
I illiseovered that two deserters had escaped from the British ude 
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Thh the intelligence of the presence of tlie GoTeroor in Frescott, 
auA of hia contemplated movement weatward, no light incentive to 
the enemy to intercept his progress. It was therefore deemed 
expedient to distract attenticm from Bis Excellency by a diver^on, 
and Pearson was permitted to plan a demonstration on the ice of the 
St. Lairrence, — like the torreador of a Spanish bull-fight, — partly 
to disconcert, and hocus the bull, and partly to test the mettle and 
strength of the animal. 

Frescott was then a small village, protected by a palisaded fort, 
and block-house ; since enlarged, surrounded with heavy earib 
works, and now known as Fort Wellington. It is »tuated above 
Qlc Rapids, or continuoiui, rough, and broken navigation of the 
St. Lawrence, which for 40 miles interrupts communications with 
Montreal, and was a place of rendezvous, for voyageurs and 
battoaux, and a depot for military stores. It stands on an exposed 
part of the frontier, within cannon shot of Ogdensbnrg opposite. 
Below, the Canadian shore of the St. Lawrence is, to a great extent, 
covered by impassable rapids, and above, with a short interval, tiie 
coast is in like degree masked by the rocks of the Thousand Islands. 
But in that interval, from Frescott to BroekviUe— a distance of twelve 
miles — a lovely champaign country opens to tilie view, undulating 
upwards in rich verdure, as if bom of the green waters of the noble 
river, and bearing on its fertile uplands, cornfields imd orchards, 
mills and farm houses, villas and villages, nestling among primeval 
trees, all very beautiful to look upon, but difficult to defend, either in 
summer or winter. 

Opposite to Frescott stands, now, tiie flourislung ci^ of Ogdens- 
bnrg, conttuning 7000 inhabitente, in those days a populous vil- 
lage, very democratic in its proclivitjes, and anti-British in reli^on. 
It was then, also, a fortified mihtary post, garrisoned end armed, 
but still more effectually protected by the breadth of the St. Law- 
rence, at this ptnnt, a mile and a quarter wide. One ra^ at- 
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tempt upon die place made in open da^, in Hie soft and golden 
autumn, had, as already related, been repulsed. In the later autuian 
and early winter, the floating maaaea of descending ice prohibit the 
use of boats, but by the end of 'December &e rirer genen^y 
*'take8," presenting when solid, a cwtinnous aurt&ce, but inter- 
qiersed here lutd there with open intervals of rushing water, and 
with uncertain intervals of unsubstantial ice, pit&lls, and worse to 
the incautious footstep, and very trying to the nerves, if nerves 
were known at Ibat early period of the Canadian formation. It had 
been, of course, impracticable to test or try the sb^ngth of the ice 
under the fire of Ogdensbiirg. 

The proposed demonstration was in itself an adventure fiiU of per9, 
but the man who led was no trtfler . Pearson had been ordered away, 
and his second in command, Lt.-Col. 6. Maedonnell, conducted the 
entei^rise. Colonel MacdonneH i>6ing for tlie nonce a militia officer, 
like the Free Lance of former days, waa ^ven to fighting on his 
Own inspira^ns, and it was hinted that Pearson did not altogether 
disapprove of the latitudinarianism of bis subordinate. This gallant 
officer came of a good stock. Descended from tbe old, and a 
native of the new Glengarry, be led to the fi^t such a following 
as Vich Ian Yohr himself, might have been jiroud to muster. He 
commanded the Glengarry Fenmbles, rused wholly in Central 
Canada, and on the occaMou of the raid on Brockville, had been 
dispatched to remonstrate with the American commander on the 
nn-military character of bis excursion. He had been received with a 
discourtesy not nsoal to the educated officer of the American army, 
had been taimted somewhat in the style of " Mine Ancient Pistol," 
and bad been challenged to a fi^t on the ice ; a fancy he was not 
disinclined to gratify, and he had at his bidding the very men to 
help bim. 

These men were fiie Glengarries. In the rear of Prescott, due 
North and Sast, fronting on the St. Lawrence, and a few miles 
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distaot-from the streiuD, lies what is known as tiie Glengarty country, 
of Canada, oompoeed of the present united connliee of Stormcmt, 
Dnndaa, and Qlraigarry. At the %ae of the war tliese tracts of 
flonnti^ were known as the Eastern District of Upper Canada. 
After &e peace of 1788, the Eastern IHstrict had been appropriat«ct 
by &e Brit^ Government, aa a place of refuge for the TJ. B. 
ItfyaJiatB, and it ao happened tiutt among these early and war-worn 
Bettleie, amajority conmsted of Scotch Highlanders, tiie descendants 
(tf men who, after Culloden, had been transported to ^e plantations, 
and whose instincts of loyally were such, that regardless of names, 
genealogieB, or dynasties, they looked to the principle, and whB&er 
it was for James, or whe&er it was for George, struck heartily and 
liome in the abiding sentiment of Claverhonse : 

" Era the klug'B crown oomes down, thera are crowns to be bcoke." 

The dst^l^^ devotion of these men attracted a still fitter accesr 
CBon ^f chiYaJrous loyal^. To the Jacobites of 1745 — to Uie \J. E^ 
Loyalists of 1775, was added a gf^ant baiid of Scottish ^Idiers why 
had fought the battle of the Crown against Republican France from 
1792 to 1803. Men who had battled under Hutchinson and Aber- 
crombie, who h4d poshed the French grenadiers at Aboukir, and 
had borne the bru:^t of the Tui^iah cavaliera ^t Eosetta. The brief 
and iHuBiTe peace of Amiens (1802) led to the ^^andment of 
many fine British re^ments, and among t^em a Catiidio re^ment of 
Highlanders, r^sed some years before, mainly tbrongh the instm- 
mentality of Alexander Macdonnell of Glen Urquh^, a Catbolio 
clergyman of great energy of character and benevolence of dispo- 
tdtion.* He had been appointed cbaplfun of the corps, and in the 
hour of their destitution proved to be a fiist and ftutiiful fiiend. 
By unremitted exertion, he obtmed from the British Ministry of the 
day the pemusnon and the means, te transport the men of the lato 



■ Morgan, Oelgbnted Oanadians, p. 2S3. 
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Glengarry regiment to Canada. He led them into the wilderness, and 
engrafted on tiie waate, their fiuth to God and their fidelity to the 
tikrone. Good Catiiolics, taithfnl and lojal men, they hare nerer 
departed from fliat first, noble teaching. The earnest priest and 
tried fiiend, through life, never deserted tliem. Partaking of the 
character of the mediaeval chnrchman, haJf bishop, half baron, he 
fought and prayed, with equal zeal, by the side of men he had come 
to regard as his hereditary followers. With Uie universal accltum 
of all good men of all denominationB, he rose to the Episcopate and 
died Bishop of Kingston, mourned in death as he had been revered 
in life. 

The Bishop had been moat active in rousing and recruiting the 
Glengarries during the preceding winter. The fiery cross had passed 
through the land, and every clansman had obeyed the summons. 
The Glengarry Fencibles garrisoned the frontier, and their gallant 
leader, (George the Red) a near relation of Bishop Macdonnell, now 
' rallied his followers behind the earth works of Prescott for his pro- 
posed demonstration on Ogdensburg. 

Aad will! and hlgb the " Oameron's gathering " rose, — 

The war note of Lochiel,— «b[cb Albjn'e hills 

Have heard, and heard too have her Saion foes : — 

How in the noon of night that pibroch thrills 

Savage and shrilU But with the breath wfaicb fills 

Their mountain pipe, so fill the mountaineers 

With the firm natire daring which instils 

The stirring memory of a thousand yean, 

And Evaas', Donald's fame, rings in each clansmaD'* ears. 

Little time was wasted on preliminaries. It bad been the prao- 
tice of the British for some time previous, to exercise daily on the 
ice. Half the river fiurly belonged to them, and not having, 
hitherto, carried their mimic warfare beyond these limits, they had 
continued to drill and manceuvre, unmolested. On the morning (rf 
tiie 22nd February, Macdonnell descended, on the ice at the head 
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of 480 men, — two-tliirda and more Canadian nulitia, sapported by 
two field pieces. He played and purred for some time witli velvety 
bmch, prepared for s spring. The American officer in command, 
Forsyth, vas st his breakiast He was informed, in haste, that the 
British fun, that morning, looked very like earnest; but assum- 
ing the privilege of the " old soldier," he simply " pooh-poohed " 
hia informant. The British were only at drill, " Biey were not the 
men to tronble him in that impudent way," and so, betook him 
afresh to his com cakes and hominy. He occupied an old French 
work on the western side of the Oswegatchie, a small affluent of the 
St. Lawrence, at its month, dtoated behind where the Ughthouse 
now stands. He had eleven guns in positioik, 500 men at hia back, 
and a glacis before him a miTe wide, exposed and smootli as a tabl&- 
dotli. Macdonnell manoeuvred briefiy, and then dividing his force 
mto two columns, advanced rapidly to the attack ; — speed and j-eso- 
ktion alone could save them. The Americans, more wary iJian 
their chief, sprang to their guns ; musketry and cannon opened on 
the advancing columns. The left, under Macdonnell himself, 
roahed rapidly on, under a heavy fire, and through the deep snow 
ascended the river bank, and swept from the left into the village 
<^ OgdensbuTg, overwhelming all oppo^tion. Here &om tbe east- 
em bank of the Oswegatohie, he conunanded to a great extent the 
flank and rear of old French Fort Presentation, and the batteries 
which raked the river ; but his own guns were behind hand, they 
had stack in tiie deep snow bank and rough ice, broken and piled, 
at the river bank. By furious efforts tliey were forced to the &ont, 
and not a moment too soon. While tlus wsfl doing, Jenkins, who 
oommimded the right wing, a gallant New Brunswicker, and a 
Captain in the Glengarries, bad, most emphatically, taken the bull 
by the horns. Seven faeces of artilleiy, backed by liOO good 
troops, smashed the head of his advance ; gallantly he rallied hiB 
bn^n column, lurt a liviag man shrank ; spria^g forward with a 
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cheer, "ioM left ana was Mattered bj arahoi ; nothing dumted, foN 
irard and still cheering on, hia upnua^d right arm was disabled by 
a cluster of grape. Thus crippled, his voice still fiuled not, not Uv 
gestures, until he fell from loss of blood,* bat he was nobly ti^ 
lowed. His gallant Glengarries, witll broken ftmnatitm, thhraj^' 
tiie deep snow, in &ontof the deadly battery, were re-forming for of 
obarge with the bayonet, when, fortunately, Macd(»mdl'8 guns on' 
Qie left gofc wmiin raage. Captwn Enstaco, with Hie mOa of the 
King's, crossed the Oswegatchie and oaptored'&e eastern tnttery,' 
and together, both attacks swarmed into the body of the place, to fiiKt 
it vaoated, except by dead and'dying, the enemy hAnng withdmwn 
to the woods ia their west rear, where there was no meain of inteF- 
eepting their retreat. The AmericAu lost about 75' men and' 
i^cers, eleven {seoes of oamion, a large unonnt' <^ nuHtary storm 
and four armed ress^ls burnt m the harbour, He Britirii lost eight; 
killed and fifty-two wounded, the larger proptfftiori, as ma;^ well bi^ 
■apposed, in front of the old French work assuled by Captaii^ 



This feat was performed chiefly by the men of the e'onntiy, by 
the militia and FeadUes, bdth Canadian and Gleii'garrry. ThoMt 
men did not pdead qualms of conscienoe or oonstatutiarail scruplef,' 
as an ezcnse for not daring die ice, which' ntidtdated and 
cracked and gaped beneath their feet. Ond hondred anJ 
twenty oi the King's re^ment, imder Oaptun Eustace and 
" lAeatenast lUdge of that ' corps, who very gaUaafij^ led ad 

* OKpMii Jinktau WM %- util of' atrfkln^ ftp^cAfciiiee aill beliriD'^;— the 
MlmlratioB of his men. He vu,m stated in the text,»BfttlTsirfKaWBn)ii8irla^ 
the son of tn Americui loyalist a&d hnre old soldier. His left Mm was tua> 
pntated at tbe shoulder ; his right «nn wks saved, bnt almost In ■ neeless state. 
rii'saWlieiln''thiBb'o&iI1t^(in«)Ui'e7e^i.' Vn. Sampson of'Elngston,— the ettl- 
UitiU'wiih alfBiiaA'at mdiili re^b^ ai tS/i WaitwioTeH, t&b'uie t^.'Slfm^Boii,^ 
war a sister of this dUtinKnidked oAeer, Hli o'n^ daHflMr^lH iflfis 0^ 
SnthMUnd Btajnw, Bsqalre, U*m near Bichmond, 0. B. 



,;,zcc ..Google 



FIOHTIKQ FAnHBRS* BOBS'— TIEBltl HOLHXS. 95 

thfe advatice,'" and forty df ttie Roj^ NewfouUtiand- re^meat} 
mlder Cf^itaJn Ldfebvre, led the leit oolimra, tod(>Btf ever', ifere for^ 
moet; in the fray, but tfae remainder of the forofl;'mid pftHieukHy 
Ifae men imd^ Jvoldnsj were^mnere' mas fighting in defence of 
^eif homes, and n^t nobly did they rede^-, tiiat- dsy, th4 
{liedgamiKle to mother and ^tw sod «ife by tb«(da'firende. GoU 
K-SKif of the milit^'WBBbrarely supported by Us dffisers and men: 
lientl Kiipey of Oiai! force lost' a' leg. Id^ntiM^Aulay aiid 
Kisi^ MscdonneU (^ the Qlffligorri^, EiuDgBa Kerr of the militia^ 
shd^ MaCkay of the Li^' In&intry, vfao had each duirge of a field- 
pece, and Uetit. Ganguebenof the Royal Ea^i6ers,ai«'all honour- 
dily meiitjobed by OoloQel Macdeiinril in Ma grajdilc and soldierly 
d(«pat«h. 

Thet^'stall lives in Ogdeifsburg' an (MCanadtail- liiOiti&man, b^ 
nttme Pierre Hohnes. Hia fiither had bton a Britirii aridier, his 
Aotlif^ ft'Frenrii Osnsdian of Sortd. Frem^- is Idr nature la»< 
guage. He is very old and very poor". Kb ' itoifa ahont, doing 
" chores," cutting ffood, and drawing vater for the grandsons of 
tiiose agunat whom he fon^t on this memorable ocoadon, and who 
appear to regard the lively old man with eapecM'fSvour, He 
relates how that he was a " petit tambour " of the Canadian Fen- 
<^les in those days; how ^e Britmh paraded for a while, threw 
out slcumishers, and advanced on &e ice " drt^eaua? d4ploy4» et 
taimhourB batttmta ;" how boldly Macdonnell led, how, by swearing 
and sweating, he got his guns out of the deep snow ; how, he 
cared for his prisoners ; how, he released one indignant captive, 
who had been rudely treated by an over lively rolonteer, and 

* Fide MftCdoDnell's dMpatcb, Febrntuy 33N, IBIS. This dathing officer 
■atweqaeDtly married the eldeit daaghter of the Hon. Bamnel Oerrard of Uon- 
tn«l. Their eldett daughter la married to Bdward L. Freer, Eiquire, Oanada 
Postal Deptrtment, and the Hcood to Qeorge, ion of the Hon. Qeorge UoffiUt, 
ofUoDtnal. 
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sent Lib unworthy aasailsnt to the black-hole ; how, he prohi- 
bited and forstalled all pill&ge. It appears, that m croasiog the 
river, a little of the olden rieTing temper had revived among the 
Highlandmen, and tiie word " epulzie " had passed, and many 
&ces glistened with glee ftt ^e hopefiil prospect ; but to their in- 
tense disgust Macdonnell anticipated them. He put a sentry upon 
every door in Ogdensburg ; " and so," exclaimed the auditor of 
old Peter Holmes* narration, " yon got no plunder after all V* 
"Plunder!" shrieked the old loan, in t^e angry accents of indig- 
nant recolleclaou, " Plunder ! JTon, monaiem; non pas mime 
wne torquette de tobaef"* 

Macdonnell took his revenge by force of contrast ; he vie coar- 
teous to his enemies, protected prisoners, spared the poultiy, 
respected elderly gentlemen notwithstanding their rank in the 
militia, and paid every American teamst«r employed in transport- 
ing the captured stores to Frescott four dollars ptr diem in hard 
flOver, as the price of lus services. 



■ Pierre Bolmea, U hoi baen before laid, ia veif old and veij poor. Bj 
tome inisadTentureoriiiadTBrl«nce,or want of knowledge, or of eaergj rigbtlj 
applied, he never got the 200 acreg of land awarded to him aa " Tambour 
Uajor " at the end of the war. Ii it now too late ; can nothing even jet b« 
done for the brave old man T 
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British urnamente *t Elngtttni *nd Tork. BrtUab (bree. Amnton Btrenir'li' I>escsiit 
plannwl on BlogstoD. York lud ForC George. Utile Tark— Whit It nw— Wlut it 
l8. Dafeoces la 1818. York Kttaeked Z6Ui April, ISIS. Ship of war on the itooki, 
on BritUh order. Flntalum. Plnek of the popnlktiaD. Haclesn, oleit of the Houi* 
of Aiwmbl]', klUed. Tnmg AUw UuN^ Sir Soger Sb«wllll. 

In tke mean &m», &r George Prevost, on the 23rd Februarj, 
had reached Kingston in eaSeijt ami there, animated hj hia pr^ 
sence, the exertions, made to restore the equality of the Br^b with 
.{bat of the American naval a,nnament on lake Ontario. One ship 
,of war had been Iwddown, at York, now Toronto, in the priced* 
ing jear ; and another, the Wolfe, of 24 guns, waein an advanced 
-Stage at Kingston, but men and etoroB were both wanting. The 
American shipwrights at Sackett's Harbour, through the energy of 
their government, fore-reached, hand over hand, those in the Biitiah 
shjp-jards. Sir Jan)^ Yeo and his seamen did hot. arrive nntil 
Jd&y, 80 that C(«nmodore Channcey, anq)lj supplied uid equipped 
from the sea-board arsenals, rode undisputed master of Ontario 
from October, 1812, to the middle of May, 1813. How he used his 
opportunity will be shortly shown. The whole coast of ti^ beau- 
_tiful lake was open and exposed to attack. A descent m Kingstoa 
had been planned said was expected. The Americans had six fine 
_lchoonera and a ship, mounting together 72 guns, all admirably 
.^>pointed m^ manned by clunce seamen, disposable fca an. invasion 
.at any ptunt 

The real militaiy objects of attack were Fort George, STiagara, 
,aad Kingston. IJttle York, the point selected, was notably 
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defenoelesB and indefensible. little York then contained abont 
1000 inhabitants and waa the seat of the government and le^s- 
lature of Upper Canada. Thia &ct gave it an adventitious iinpor< 
tance. It poaseBsed then, and does sdll, a very good harbour 
fcr vessels of moderate draught, perhaps the real secret of its future 
fortune . Hie young capital of a new bom country, it was not, even 
then, unworthy of high aspiralionB. It bad, already, become the 
re^dence of the chief officers of the le^lature and government, 
of the dignitaries of the law, and the hierarchy of the church ; 
men living in modest affluence and noted for genial hospitality. 
Amongst them had settled many of the most distinguished of the 
U. E. Loyalist refugee famihes, whose proudest characteristic, 
' engrafted on the native patriotism of the country, has produced a 
plant of indigenous growth unsurpassed in all the climates of the 
Empire. York was then the centre of the intelligence, the learn- 
ing and of the nascent progress of the land, and it has well foMlled 
its promising destiny. 

Little York is now the beautiful city of Toronto, containing 
50,000 inhahitants, — a mart of commerce, a school of learaiitg, the 
abode of energy and enterprise, talent and taste. It is adorned by 
some of the ^est ediBces, public and private, in Canada. The 
biuldings (rf" the University would add embellishment to Oxford. 
The law courts rival in elegance those of Dublin. The Bank of 
Toronto would adorn Fall Mall. 

In April, 1813, the town was a scattered collection of low-ro(rfed 
villas, embowered in apple orchards. An old French Fort or earth- 
ivork, constructed to re^t the Indians, stood on the shore of the 
lake about a mile &om the inhabited part of the Bay. Two embra- 
sured field works, dignified by the name of batteries, covered the 
entry to the harbour. These works were armed with three old 
French 24 pound guns, captured in 1760 ; the trunnions had been 
knocked off at the time, but, for the nonce, they had been exhmned 
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from the suid and clamped down upon pine logs, extemporized as 
carriages. Tlie town was entirely open in the rear i&d on the 
flanks, an easy prey to an enemy wa^g war in the spirit of a 
buccaneer. An imfiiiished ship of war on the stocks, wa^, in a 
military point of view, the only legitimate object of attack ; and her . 
destruction tnigbt have been, at wy time, e^cted by a couple of 
boat's crews. 

This ship had been laid down as before said, in the preceding 
year, when the British had the command of the lake, and expected 
to keep it, and would have done so, had the Imperial government 
^own befitting energy at the outset, or had the later inspirations of 
^ Isaac Brock been listened to. But the pall of an enforced 
procrastination hung over the Provincial authorities. A lofty dis- 
belief in the wickedness of man, and in the imminence of a war, had 
paralyzed, and neutralized the precautions judiciously commenced, 
and the Americana bad been penmtted to gain the ascendancy. 
The ship could not -be taken to pieces, nor, in the winter, be dis- 
emhedded from the ice. All that could be done under the circum- 
stances was to push on the work, — as a happy-go-lucky experiment — 
to complete and save her, if it might so chance ; and, if not, — to 
destroy her. 

Commodore Ohauncey, and General Dearborn, the Americani 
General in Chief, after due deliberation, preferred a cheap predatory 

. certf^ty at York to a glorious uncertainty at Kingston ; and on the 
25tli April, — at a period of the season when the Lower St. Lawrence 
was barred by nigged piles of rotting ice — when roads and rivers 
.were impassable, and all assistance, support, or supply, impossible, 
— the American squadron left Sackett's Harbour, Bi:£teen sail of 
vessels, convejpng a land force of 2,500 men. 

Yidettes had been, long before, posted, in coiBtant watch, on 
Scarborough Heights, with orders to fire alarm guns, and, on sight 

. of a hostile fleet, to ride into town. It was Ute on the evening, o£ 
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.Ibfi 26tli April, vhm the first report hodted erery mee, aol 
.stalled for a moment the stftrtled hearte of a vhale populatioa* 
Night fell as the b9W8 anired, and with it came iaarj, (Xm- 
fofflou and disoaj. We read of such things, and in the intereet 
.of the story, lose sight of the agooy of the hoar, when the tide of 
teiTOr t(^]Je8 oyer the djke wluch has enstuned it so long,, and 
drovns out haman enduranee, sense, and reason. Whatever may 
have been the ezpectatioQ aitd {reparation, — ^whatever the hopes 
and fears ; it is a tremendous tiung b> realize, — that the spoiler is at 
&e door, tiiat the happy home may be given to the flames, that 
the tender irife and radiant children of to-day may be outcatte 
and vm&der^^ to-morrow. The excited mind aggravates aad 
Oxaggerates th^e aj^rehensions. It may be ^ctures^ne to t«lLi^ 
but it is an appalling thing to see — 

The throngiDg cititeng -^itb terror dnmb, 

Who whisper with white lipe, " The foe, the; come, thej comeP 

At the same time, it is wholesome to remind the present geee- 
rataon of ^e experience of the past. 

But the men of Toronto paused not long to wlnsper, nor eoold 
white lips be siud to be, in any way, prevalent. The bount^Bg 
blood stood slJIl, for an instfmt only — men, who saw the whole extent 
of the danger, who knew the impotence of defence, also knew 
tiieir duty, and every pulse of the popular heart throbbed with 1^ 
rage of resistance. Old and yoimg, rich and poor, high and low, 
rushed to arms. The msumed, the wounded, the invalid, the reeb- 
lees school-boy, the grave judge of the land, — all shouldered th^ 
muskets, and fell into the ranks. McLean, clerk of the House Df 
Assembly, seised his rifle, and waa killed at earlyulawn among the 
men of the 8th. Young Allan MadNab, a lad of 14 years, whose 
name has been, ever nnce, identified with Canadian story, stood Ado 
by ude with a veteran fother, shattered witjt womids, ure and ssu, 
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eojiiBl]; ef^^r for the fraj. But the BritiBh fone vme ntterijT' 
inadequate for resistoiice: Altogether, it did not exceed 600men<. 
Two oomp^es of the 8th or " King's Own " wwe accidentally 
in Hm town on their wa^ from Kingston bo reinforce the garrison of 
Niagara, and unhappily aw^ed the slanghterwith Imt EtOe Berrico 
tck the aaase, 

■ Eiifl force was noder tJie command of Major General Roger 
Eaillea Sheaffe, an old and brare officer, who, after the death v4 
Brock, had retrieved the fight on Queemton Hcdghts, ai»i haj 
been honoured for lua euceeaa by a Baronetcy, Sheaffe was a 
Massachusetts boy, bom in Boston, educated from an early age for 
the army, into wMch he entered young, under the powerful influ- 
ence of the house of Northumberland. In the 49th foot, he served, 
nde by side with Brock in the West Indies, in Holland and at 
Copenhagen, and with his revered comrade came to Canada* 
Here be enowntered, after nuny years of separation, his cou^' 
l^garet, daughter of John Coffin, a tT. E. Loyalist refugee,* who. 



■Tbtt Lofklist cefagesB from the Uaited States in thoae dajs, fonod Um- 
pathwaj of Bight a hard road to traTsl. Boads betiraBn the inhabited parts of i 
QiB States and Oanada, there were none. The only communioatloa for ■ 
fiuUly ladea with its boniehold jcoods was bj water. A large giiunber of' 
tke Tefagee Legalist familiei bom the SMtero and Uiddle BMtea of tbe m** 
bowd of America fonnd their way into Oanada by the ritflr Hndaon, Lriw 
OfaamplaiD, and tbe river Itichelien, to Sortl. From tbia point tbey tool a 
frech departure np the St. Lawrence to £ingatan, or Little YocIl oi Newark, 
and intermediate |dace« of setUemeut. The family of tbe late Sir John 
Bsnrly RobiiuaB oame into Caaada by this ronte. 

A>ha Ooffin, named in the tezt^ brought liis (tamily round from Boston tv 
Quebec in i ichooDer Which, being the conjoint property of bimrnlf and c 
partner, wbo adbered to the Republican party, was ehortly after captured by 
» British cruiser,, and declared good prize. John Coffin, with nine children 
■wcked Qoekeo in IITC. In HIS h« was puMeiibed by nanta in the " Bostoa 
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had followed &e colours under which Sheaffe fought, from Boston 
to Quebec. An old attachment waa revived between the coofdne, 
strengthened by the romantic incidents of man; chequered years, 
and in 1808 they wero married. He had left his wife and young 
children at Quebec, and hia military headquarteis were at Fort 
George. Having sncceeded on the death of Brock to the civil aa 
■well as tiie military command in Upper Canada, York was of course 
lie seat of his Provincial government, but at the time of the 
descent he was almost, by mere chance, on the spot. 



ConfigcuUan Act," * and hla propert; coaGBCated as ft penalty for hii adherence 
to the Rofal cause. H[g return to Maasacboaetts would have been vlsiUd hj 
death without benefit of clergy. 

He was Id Quab«c, nndar arms, during the siege 17T6-T8. On the memorable 
moming of the lat Jan., ITJS, John Ooffln defended the eame batterj at the 
Pri> de Ville, la the Lower Town of Quebec, with the well-known Captain 
Barnabre, whec assailed by the American forces. In front of this hatterj fell 
General Montgomerj, and the chief o£Bcere of his elaff, and with them the 
last hopea of the American caaae in Oaoada. The following documents 
which remalo in the posseBsion of the family, prove by the beat eTidence, that 
whatever may be the merit jngtlj ascribed to Captain Barnsfare for the defenoe 



•"BoetonCoiiflKBtlDiiAct," Sept., 17TS, ch.4S.— "In Uaanchnaetts a penoa aaspeelMI 
of enmi^ to tbe Whig caau, Eonld be amwtad nnder a Hagiitrale'iwuTaiit, and bmnisbed, 
mileaa be would awear fetltj to Ibe (Henda of Uberty i and tbe Mleot men of towua eonld 
prefer chargOB of poUticil treachery IntownmeeUngB; mud the indlyldoBl tlma ■eonied, If 
eonvlotedby ■ Jury, could be eentlDto theenemf'a JuritdlctioD. Uauactiuaetla iiIeo dedg- 
nated by name and| generally! b7 oeoupation and residence, three handled and eight ofher 
people, of whom aeventeon had been fnbabiCanCB of Midne, who 'bad fled IHun their houNfl, 
and denonnoed igaliut any one of them who ehonld rstom, apprebenalon. Imprisonment 
and tranaportatlon to a plaee poueaaed by tbe firitlBh, and ihr a aeoond volnnUry tetum. 
Without loaye, death withoot beneflt of elergy. By another law, the property of tweai^* 
nine penona, who were denominated "nolorloua oonapintora," wa« eondualed— of theae 
IUt«nhadbeenappo[nted"MandamDBcoanclllora," two had been UoTemora, one Lieut-* 
QOTflmor, one Treumrer, one Attorney General, oneChlef Joiitlce, audlbarConi 
oT Cuatoma.— (Lorenio SaUne, Blstorloal £awy pWJxvl to Biogiaphloal Skelobei ol 
Americui l/oyallata, p. 78. 
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of this poBt, an equal measnra of praiie was, at leaat, due to the American 
Lojalist, John Coffin. 

The flnt of these letters wag irritten bj Sir Qaj Oarleton, afterwards Lord 
Dorchester, wbo was QoTornor and Commaadeiyln-Chief of the Province of 
Quebec, and wbo was in Quebec dndng the whole ^ege. 

jMBiMOsBUftT, Dec. 35, 1179. 
Sn, — I have received jonr letter, and am eorry to learn jour brother's mis- 
fortunes render it now neceeaar; for him to applj for anj assistSDCe beyond 
bis own indastry, having observed in all his conduot from his arrival in the 
Frovinae of Quebec until 1 left it, a constant attachment and leal for the 
king's service, as well as the manner of a prudent, worth; man, I could not 
but interest myself for him ; ;et bia conduct and Judicious bebavioar on the 
morning of the Slst Dec, ITTG, gave him a still stronger claim on me ; for to 
bim viith tht attUianee of Barm/are, I attribute the repulse of the rebels on 
tbe side of Quebec when Mr. Uontgomerf attacked in person, while the eocceBS 
on the other was very different, and brought the town into no smalt danger. 
Now, whether we consider tbe strength of the poat, the number allotted to its . 
defence, or the former services of the officer wbo commanded, we might have 
expected as much at least from him— a remarkable proof this, that former 
tervices and greater numbers may be outdone by superior vigilance and good 
tense of gentlemen, though not used to anns. After all thta, sir, I cannot bat 
lament, that it is nowiae in my power to forward Mr. Coffin's wishes ; I might, 
'tis trae, bear witness t« bis merits, bat this probably would hart not serve, 
iach is tbe state of things. T have, Umrefore, only to assure j&a of my esteem 
for him, and that I am 

Sir, 
Toor most obedient and moat hunble Servant, 

(Signed,) OUT OABLETON. 

To He. N.lTHmBL OoiTIH, 

Pall Uall, London. 

The second Is a letter written by Colonel Allan HoLean, H. M. SIth Regt, 
commanding the giuriBan daring the seige of Quebec, I175-T6. 

QirtBiO, 28th Jnly, 1776. 
Sib,— As I an tn a few days going to England with dispatches from the 
Commander-in-Obief, I Bboaldbe glad to know if I could be of any service to 
yon : power to do you any material service I have none ; bnt yoor condnot 
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diidng the siegie of Qnebec iMt winter ftud spriog mabea tt a iatj on mj pari' 
to giro ;oa mj teatimonj and approbation of eretj put of jonr conduct" 
Truth must always liare some weight with his Hajestf and his Hiniaters, wlio, 
I am cerlaio, wiah to reward deeerving men like 70Q. To yoar reaolntton and 
watebfalneBB on the night of Dec. Slat, 1775, !□ keeping the guard at tho 
Frii d* FiUt ander aims vaiting for the attack which foa expected ; the great 
COolnew with which you allowed the rebels to approach ; tho apiiit which jojii 
example kept up among the men ; and the rery critical inatant in which you 
directed Captain Barnafkre'a Gre against Montgomery and hia troops ; — to thoM 
eircumstancea, alone, I do ascribe the repulsing of the rebels fhnn that importaot 
post, where, with their leader, they loat all heart. 

The resalatioDB yon entered into, and thearrangementayonmadetomaintala 
tiiat poBt, when told you were to be attacked from another quarter, was worthy 
of a good subject, and woald bave done honour to an experienced ofBcer. I 
thought it incumbent oil me to leave with yon this honourable testimony of 
your service, aa mattera that were well known to myself in particular ; and I 
ahonld be happy at any time to hare it In mj power to be naefnl to you, and do 
agaure you that I am with troth and regard, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient hnnible Servant, 

(Signed,) ALLAH MACLEAy. 

To Mb. idat Oottih, Qnebec. 

Tbe third Is a communication signed Henr; Oaldwelt, Lieat.rOolooel com- 
manding the vBritisb Uilitiaat the siege of Qnebec. This gentleman was father 
to Sir John, and grandbther to tbe Ute Sir Henry — Baronetg of that name. 
He certifies by a document given under hia hand at Quebec, May, I78I, that 
" John OolBn, Esquire, aerved in the British militia, nader my command, during 
the liege of this town by the rebela, from Xov. aeventy-ETe to Uay Beyeutj-fiiz, 
during all wbieh time he conducted himselfand behaved with tbe greatest 
•plrit, ceal, and activity in tbe king's service, wbicb by bis eiample was veij 
mncb promoted, pturtlcnlaily on the attack of the 31st Dec, when he veij 
mnoh distiDgnisbed himaelf," 

He left a large femily—lbur daughters: the eldest married Colonel UcHurdo; 
the second, the Hod. John Cratgie, brother to Lord Craigie, Edinburgh ; a son 
of this lady is now a British Admiral ; the third became Lady Sheaffe ] the 
fburth died in Quebec. 
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And HTcn MU. One wm killed, a Lientenaiit in the Nat;; luiother, 
f ranoia Holmea, roM to the rank of Admiral in the aame noble serrlee ; two 
died bigh in rank in the Commisaariat — one a Major in the Arm/ ; a sixth irai 
member LegiaUUve Oonncil, and Ooloael Uil., Lower Oaoada ; and a geTeath 
A4j. -General Militia, Upper Canada. 

Bii descendanta reBect vUh pride, that the abore-named eitles earned their 
nuik bj long and faithAil serTicei ; bat it is a subject of stUl greater pride to 
acknowledge that thej all owed their opportonity to the devoted lojral^ 
Thich has ever characterized tbeir family, and to the generons appreciation of 
it by their SoTereign and country. 

These descendants in Canada and in England are many. Among those in 
Oanada may be named Mn. Hamilton of Quebec, mother of Robert Hamilton, 
liqnit«, and of the Hon. 3<Aai Hamilton of Hawkesbarj, U. W., Hrg. Dean, 
wita of James Dean, Esqaiie, Quebec, and William Holmes OofGn, Prothonotaij 
of the Superior Oonit in Montreal, 
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WMllb. Form at hl> diaponl. Bit dlBpoaltiant. lUellell of the Elth. Amerioui appniaob 
— DiHinbark In Enmber Ba^— GaUaut reeiataii<:«— filaogbter of tfae Grenadien. Flkg 
land!— Frasea on ttae town— Cat«n the old fbrt— ExploslOD—Deetructlon of Mend 
and fo«. Pike killed. Sheaflb reUm. I^s plasa capitnlatei. Amerloan Vandalbni. 
Bishop Strachan. HIb admliable letter. The fluve which Ibllowa the tngedf. The 
-« human Boalp" tains oat to be apeniwlg. 

As manj imputations, some thoughtless, many reckless — all 
equally Tuijust and ungenerous — have been cast upon the reputation 
<rf' Sir Roger Sheaffe in relation to the defence of York, it may 
be allowed to a kindred hand, in this place, to indicate his 



York in itaelf iras incapable of defence. All the troops in 
Western Canada would have been insufficient to protect it. The 
regular garrison, if it can be so termed, con^sted of a oomp^iy of 
Glengarries and 60 men of the Royal Newfoundland regiment, 
t]Kirt &om the militia. Tins force had been augmented accidentally, 
as has been before said, by two companies of the King's Be^ment 
under Gaptm McNeil. Sheave's first duty as a soldier, and as a 
general, looking to the defence of his military command, was, to 
abandon a place nerer intended to have been defended, and ta 
preserve his force for the protection of the country. The capture 
of this detachment, at this time, would have been an irretrievable 
loss, and, in its effects, fatal to the Province. 

His first duty, therefore, was, to destroy all public property 
which would otherwise benefit the enemy, and to fall back either on 
EingstoQ or Niagara. The direction of this movement depended 
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<m the deyelopmente of the enemy. If they had landed on th« 
edde of the Don, he would have retired on Burlington heights. 
[Thej assfuled him on tb« west, and he withdrew towards Kingston. 
General Armstrong, the AmericMi Secretary at war, wrote to 
General Dearborn, priyately, from Waalungton, 13th May, 1818 : 
" We cannot doubt but that in all cases in which a British com- 
mander is constrained to act defensively, his policy will be that 
adopted by Sheaffe, to prefer the preservation of his troops to that 
of his post, and thus carrying off the kernel leave ua only the 
dietl." * If York had been left defenceless and unprotected ; if 
a ship of war in the hands of the shipwright had been recklessly 
exposed to destruction, the fault was not with Sheafie, nor with his 
direct superior Sir George Prevoat, as charged by Veritas, but 
witit the authorities in England who trifled with the emergency 
until too late, aaA then, spent treasures in life and money to repair 
an irreparable error. , 

On the first alarm, Sheaffe had got his men in hand, and awaited 
what the morning ^ould bring forth. At early dawn, the Ameri- 
Gfu squadron was Been bearing down on Gibraltar Point, and the 
western flank of the town. The plan of attack was at once dis- 
closed. The mouth of the harbour was the threatened point. 
' While the ships of war engaged the three mutilated guns, an orer- 
whekning force wonid be tiirown ashore, and all retreat to the 
west would be cut off. Sheaffe, Uiereupon, detached the best part 
of his force to keep the enemy at bay, to check the advance, 
to afford time for the destruction of public property, and to cover 
his slow retreat to Kingston. Capttun McNeil, at the head of the 
two companies of the 8tii, was ordered on this service, about 200 
nulitia rallied on the fiaoks of tjie regulars, and Colonel Givens, 
with a small body <£ Indians, always notable in the war, abeady 



* Annstrong, Tol. I, p. SI. 
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o&capied the woods on &e west side of the town, skimibhing to 
asoertaul the preoise place of landing. 

An ejevitBefls has described the scene. The American fleets 
in beantifol order, bore down before a fresh breeze vhioh ouned 
fliem beyond t^ intended pcnnt of disembaricatdon. The; had 
bUen to die sonthwest aa &r as the eastern extremity of Homber 
Bay, ore the ships of war rounded to, and hnnight their heavy 
fatoadodes to bear on the shoi<e. Sail was n^dly taken in, the- 
boots assembled nndier oorer of the vessels, — men .promptly em- 
barked, and the stalwart rowers, — ibe beet seamen in the American' 
service, — "btnA ready to the oar. 

By this time McNeil, assored of the pmnt of descent, bact 
broiiight his men down the shore road, and had drawn them np in 
l»e, OB the t(^ of the bank -wbieii bounds the western «de of 
Kmtber Bay,^a startling red line, ri^t in front of the Americm 
batteries, and at half cannon shot from the mnzzle i^ the gimft 
lb vras a danndees, bat deeperate expedient, " c^&ait Hen mag*i' 
fiqut, mmt eeWitait pa» la guerre." The first American l»road> 
^e Swept the men down like grass before the scyl^e. Under covw 
ol tbeir broadmdes, amid the din and smeke, the American boaft*-*- 
crewB dafdied to the shore. 

The disembaikaitiDn was well handled. So soon as the keelff 
iooched ground, the riflemen nnder Fotsyth, sore with recolleotionv 
of Ogdensborg, were overboard, in the water,, up the bamk, down- 
anmg the bashesi ievrable, except wh«e the n^d pu& of white 
amoke bespdie their &tal presence. The boats ba^ed c# ii»- 
Btilataoeoiid|7> and mttimed fin* remforcements. McNeil tumictf' 
and the greater part a! his brave grenadiers had been killed \pf 
tfie first cannonade ; the remnant, scattered and shattered, foil bat^ 
fr<Mn before the IjyAing fire, and the Ameiicui rifles, always dst- 
parately resisted, held their own. A bitter, skirmishing fight 
ensued among the trees. But the eager reinforcements hurried to 



D,„;,zcc ..Google 



DISBMBAEKATIOH — MBTEPCTMH OP 8tH ORKSADIBRB. 109 

fte 8te«. General Pike of the American i^myj an (^eet ef 
repute, landed in the rear of tiie riflemen, at the head of a diviafm 
at leaat 1000 strong, and the torn relies of the Ritish deta^ 
ment, — the reliquice Danaum, — slowly fell back upon the town. 

Meanwhile, Sheaffe had collected his stores, dispatched his eon- 
Toys, and ordered his retreat upon Kingston. The light company 
of the King's regiment, an additional reinforcement for Niagara, 
was mpidly approaching fftmtiiat direction, and affi)rded opportune 
support. The ship and the dockyard, and a large quauti^ of 
maiine stores were destroyed, — much removed ; ^e residue, for the 
most part indestructible in matetial, fell finally into the hands of 
the enemy. 

General I^e, oa his part, had pushed forward, feeling his way- 
trough the bush, and fitting with an enemy who defended every 
itree. His advance was slow but steady. At about 2 p. M., he 
onerged from the forest in tiie rear of the old French Port and 
ioBignigoaat harbour defences. The fleet haviag effected tiie dis- 
embarkatieii weighed anchcn: and stood up into the harbour itself. 
Tb.e ^mplicity of this operation proves all practical defence to have 
been impossible, and that any more protracted reastance would 
have doomed tiie town. The American troops pi^ed on and so<m 
enveloped the Fort. It contained at this time witiiin its ^tceitOe 
flie government or " King's House," some public offices, the usual 
complement of barracks and store houses, and a powder magarane, 
built into the bank on the lake shore. This miut have been a 
recent structure, as Brock, in 1811, complained tiiat " the only 
powder magazine was a small wooden shed only sixty yards from 
' tiie King's House." For safety's sake this dangerous appendage 
had been removed to a strong stone biulding constructed in tiie 
water front of the Fort. 

' The Americans swarmed into the works, fiery witii fighting, and 
fln&hed with success, when, suddenly — with the crash and concussion 
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of an earthquBike, — the powder magazme exploded at their feet, 
q)r6ading hsvoc through their ranks. Of the assailante 250 wer« 
instaiitaiieouslj killed or wounded ; of the defenders many perished. 

Up to the skj, like To«beta, go 

All that mingle there below : 
Hanj & titH and gocrdlj' msD, 
Scorched nad ahriTelled to a span, 
When he fell to earth again, 
Like a cinder, atreired the pMa. 
When in cradled leat the; laj, 
And each naralng mother emiled 
On the iweet Bleep of her child, 
Little thoaght she ench a day 
Would rend thoee tender limbe airay. 

Pike had pushed on to the front and was in the act of question- 
ing a mihtda soldier, one Joseph Shepherd, whose family still re^de 
in the township of York, when — with a flash and eddying smoke^ 
the infernal blast swept through the air. A heavy mass of stone 
struck the General down. In like manner, Shepherd was crushed 
at his ^de, and was borne off in the arms of his relative and fel- 
low soldier, Joseph Dennis, now of Buttonwood, Weston. The 
pliant genei^ and more humble soldier, both died of the injuries 
received, within a few hours, Tictams alike in the cause of thor 
respective countries. 

The contest itself was stayed by thb catastrophe ; it had en- 
dured for eight houra. The surviving troops had withdrawn, well 
covered and unmolested by the enemy ; all that could be done had 
been done, and York capitulated through the local officers of militia. 
What remained of the public stores was surrendered, two hvmdred 
and uzty-four miUtJa men Ifud down their arms. Sheaffe left behind 
him of the regulars 62 killed, 72 wonnded ; one wounded officer 
with one sergeant major and four men of the artillery, prisoners of 
war ; and fell back deliberately and without obstruction upon King- 
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abm. Snch are tlie &cte, the infereDCes are left to tbe judgment 
c£ every iutelligeut man, soldier or not. 

* * * Si quid uOTiBti rectiaa iatia 
CondidnB imperti, si noD, hia ntere mecam. 

It is painfnl to relate that the American army Bhamefully abused 
its Bnccess, and perpetrated acts of vandalism, vhich at a later 
period, and in a distant scene, entailed just retribuiion. 

The details cannot be giyen more effectively, than in the vigorous 
htnguage of the Rev. Dr. Strachan, D.D., now the venerable 
Bishop of Toronto, who in a letter addreBsed to Thomas Jefferaon, 
Esquire, of Monticello, ez-president of the United States of Ame- 
rica, and dated York, 30th January, 1815, expressed himself as 
jbUows : — " In April, 1813, the public buildings at York, the capi- 
tal of Upper Canada, were burnt by the troops of the United 
States, contrary to tJie articles of capitulation. Tbey consisted of 
two elegant halls, mth convenient offices, for the accommodation 
(^ the Legislature and of the Courts of Justice. The library, and 
all the papers and records belonging to these institutions were con- 
snmed ; at the same time the church was robbed, and the town 
library totally pillaged. Commodore Channcey,who has generally 
behaved honourably, was so ashamed of this last transaction, ^tat 
he endeavoured to collect the books belonging to the public libraiy, 
and actually sent back two hoses filled with them, but hardly any 
were comjdete. Much private properly was plundered and severtd 
houses left in a state of ruin. Can yon tell me, Sir, why the public 
buOdings and the library at Washington should be held more sacred 
than those at York ?"* 

We have here the testimony of an eyewitness, whose evidence 
is beyond challenge. There is not in Canada a man whose career 
has been more thoroughly dovet^ed into the moral structure of 

* Vide Appendix So. 1. Iietler &om Dt. Stnetuu to ThomM jBfbntn, 
Siqnire, in txttnu. 
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'Boeiety, in wel&nt and iu acnrow, than (hat of J<^( t}^e revered 
Bishop of Toronto. From abe^uuing of noble .humility, hy.diut of 
talent and honest energy, he now adorns the episcopate. Six^- 
fiiur years since, in the grand field of educationallabour, he strug- 
gled with, and mastered a rugged soil, which has rendered noble 
increase. It was his great jmvilege, to hare modelled the minds 
and characters of the men, who have smce made the connby, aad 
who have left upon its broad surface, tlie '* tower mark " of ster^ 
ling. Whatever differences of opioioa may have been, at times, 
entert^ed as to his coune, that course has ever been stimghtfor- 
vard, truthful, and uncompromising ; and at the age of eighty-five he 
enjoya, in the luslj winter of Ins yews, the well earned respect and 
esteem of all classes of men in Canada. His testimony on Use 
subject of the severities, pernstentiy esercised by the American 
armies, is unimpeachable. His remarkable letter will be found st 
length in the Appendix. 

Again, after tjie tragic scenes whidi have-been narrated, came 
'tiie &rce. The Americans occupied some days in removing the 
naval and mititary stores. The comnumders ibund seJace in ^e 
composition of despatches and in the otnufBlation of catalogoes. 
The " Bp<^ opuna " were all duly recorded, but the sensatioDil 
trophy of the day, embalmed in a special repcurt &om the innocent 
seaman in command on lake Ontario, was " a hmnan scalp'* 
idleged to have been found " suspended from tilie chair of 4^ 
speaker Of the House of Assembly." The official circles at Toit 
were a Httle scandalized and more amused at this announcement ; 
' by some it was regarded simply as a mauvaise pUtieafUerie, others 
it puzzled, but atlasttteked out, that the shocking trophy so loodly 
paraded, was in retUity a periwig, — an official pemke, dropped in 
the (jonfucdon, and transported in triumfJi to Wafdiingbn, to find a 
place by tjie sde of the " stand of colours " oaptored in tjie ifig- 
warn of the Indian interpreter at St. R^^. 

'S\a Americans eTOouated York on tfae i^d H^, ISIS. 
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JmUktX pr«grAfime. HodlfleatMal Fril of Toft. Nswiric a 

of Nevu-k. Fort Niagu*. Fort Gcoi^e. Cllnule uiil oonnbT. J* Stile. Sketoh 
of'hiil eiplolU. DlMoren the Mississippi. Fort Oeorfe bnmt. BebuUt byDenon- 
Tllle. Colonel Dongin, Gorenun of tlw Pnrlnoe of Meir Toft. otifMta to the build-' 
Ing of k Fort at " Olmitgro." Bkron de LangueuU— Seoord of tbia fiunUr- Fort 
Niagara taken by the Britlsb, 1TB9. Snrrendered to United Etitee, 179S. Upper 
Canada oreated a sepamte ProrliKie, 1791. Governor Slmem. Hl> career. Newarlf 
Mt capital. Tltlt of Dake of Kent, ms. Compared with tbat of Frlnoa of Wate^. 
1860. 

Tbfi programme of 6ie Ainmcaa commanders had at fintf 
OBibraced the reduction of £iugst<Hi, York, ^id Fort George or 
IfBTWirlt. The attaefc on Kingston hsd been abandoned; York 
had aweeombed ; and ^Newark, distant only a fev honrB* Btdl, nif 
mpported and indefensible, hiy at their meri^j. 

GontTMy winds', however,- thwarted all endeavours, and they diif 
ntrt arnre off the coast of Niagara before the 8th of May, They 
dkui^uiied at the month of a streamlet known as Four-nnle' 
Oevk, <m the Ameribftn- shore of Lake Ontario, and, as its nanHA' 
itq^es, sitoate about four miles to the east of Fort; Niagara. 
S«re,' for nearly three^ we^ks, tha eXpeiMon lingered, vMle 
CSittoAoey was em^^oyed in remoni^ his' wounded to Sacketf s 
Hirbour, and in tnutsportJng firom theoce reinforcements and heavy 
ofduaAoe^ I»epuat«ry tollie aftiuik M tli&SHtfdh podtion at Fori 

Ws nupf oectlpytfii inUerrtil by desaftiiigthdmiun features at 
Hm part of Canada. 
' TbeBumtlt'OftteiiTttr'inhgttfa^BiMedoiM'OftbefinM^ 
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4m Lake Ontario. Safe of access, eeoore in its anchorage, and pro- 
tected h<m erery irind, it wae at the same time exposed to this 
drawback in a state of war&re — it was open to the £re of botJi 
ihoree, and irafl, therefore, useless to either party. The river is 
at this p<nnt about 800 yards wide. On the eastern shore, wheie 
it joins the lake, stands Fort Kiagara. Fort G«orge and its de- 
. pendency, Ae town of Newark, stood on the western bank of the 
river, somewhat withdrawn from tho lake shore. Fort Niagara 
commanded '&e entrance to the river ; Fort George dominated the 
harbor, and made it untenable by aa enemy. 

But the town of Newark, on the British ade of the river, lay 
under the guns of Fort Niagara^ opposite ; and though Fort 
Oeorge, in the event of an attack, might retaliate and punish 
aggresdon, it could, in no way, protect the town. The conrse of 
human events had reversed all bnman relations ; and Fort Niagara, 
which, from its foundation, had been to the town a fostering firiend 
and defender, had, by the provisions of treaties and the fate of 
war, been converted into a shape of fear and a standing menace. 

The traditions of the spot are as interesting as the site is beaor 
tifbl. The scene is at once historic and picturesque. Within sound 
of the roar of Nia^^ra ; within dght of Queenston Heists ; 
surrounded by a country of unrivalled fertility; a tessellated par- 
terre of fi-nit, flowers, and foliage ; where the grape, and the peach, 
and &e apple and pear flourish side by side ; in a climate soft and 
genial ; under skies as blue as those of Italy, and bathed in an 
atmosphere more pure and translucent. Here, on the banks of a 
river exulting and abounding, whose winding-way, like that of the 
High Street at Oxford, is its nuun feature of beau^, and just 
where its waten blend with the aqua marine of Ontario, rise now 
the ramparts of Niagara and the venerable minB of Fort George, 
the Sestoe and Abydos of that Golden Horn. 

The scene ia worthy, at once* of the pencil of Glaade and of 1^ 



tvGoogle 



FOAT NIAQABA — ^LA BALLS — BARON DH LONQUEUIL. 115 

pen of Froiasart, for it teems with memories of the deeds of adven- 
tnrooB men. Here, in 1678, &e heroic La Salle, built his first 
fort ; a few imles further on, above tbe cataract, on Nayy Island, 
opposite to the mouth of Chippeway Creek, he built his first ship. 
Men yet living recollect, to have seen, in early youth, on this, then, 
welUwooded island, &e charred remains of burnt ships and other 
relics of his extemporaneous dockyard. From hence, in 1679, be 
launched Mfl first bark of European structure, on the unknown 
water, of the upper lakes. He named her the Griffon, armed her 
with seven guns, and with his fneud Tonti, and the celebrated 
Recollet, P^re Hennepm, dared the watery wilderness of Erie, 
threaded the mazes of the Detroit, gave a name to lake St. Clair, 
penetrated into lake Huron, visited Michilimacinac, explored Mi- 
chigan, and closed bis great career by discovering the Mississippi 
and founding Louisiana. 

The trading post at tjie iponth of the Niagara, erected by 
Bobert Cavalier de-La Salle, was burnt a few years afterwards ; 
and, in 1687, was re-estabhshed by the Marquis de Denouville, 
Governor General of Canada, in a more peftnanent form, on the 
ffite of the present Fort Niagara. Denonville describes the loca£ty 
as *' tbe most beautiful — the most pleasing — the most advanta- 
geous mte that is on tho whole of this lake.'* 

Bat &e establishment of a French fortress upon the English 
ade of the river Niagara, aroused at once the jealousy and the 
indignation of the Provincials ; and Colonel Dongan, the English 
Governor of the province of Kew York, remonstrated strongly 
agfunst the building of a French fort at " Ohniagro ; " and m 
1687 he solicited from the board of trade of the province of Kew 
York, an order to build a " campagne fort at Ohniagro." 

The works, estabhshed by Denonville, were abandoned m 1688, 
and so remained until 1725, when the Baron de Longueuil" com- 

* Thii Bvon de LoDgaBnil mnst bk*e been the leoond of tin Dune. He ha^ 
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menced. a stone cavalier, and completed it. in tlte mxi jeta, 
Chaussegtw, the French en^neer employed, repreBeots that thfl 
work was erected on the spot where an ancient fort had beep bailt 
bj order of DeaonviUe- 

Wiih- the fall of French dominion on this continent, came tho 
&11 o£ Fort magara, It had been by degrees enlarged uid 
strengtiieaed, and in 1T59 was held for the French King, by M. 
Ponchot, who had under his command some 500. men. It was 



Mtved ttom hlB jouth in the French armiea, and dl«d Gjorernor of Montreal. 
Tbe third Baton de Longuanil, Oharlea Jacques L« Hojne, was born atTtbe 
Ohateaa de Longaeail, 26th Jan., I'l2i, He eommanded the Fnench tmops at 
the battta of Honongahcla, 9th Jnlj, 1165. He wu made Cberaliec de ^ 
Louis, and Qovernor of Montreal. The Matqaia de TaudTGuil lelatca in a 
deBpatchdatedath September, 1755, that tMediatingnlsbedoffioer, wiring under 
Boron Dieskaa, had disappeared in a akirmish on the shores of Lake George, 
and vaa believed to ba*e fallea a Tictim to Indian treacherj, ir not to Indian 
Mneltj". He was then 31 jCars of age. He left an only daughter to whom the 
BMony deaoended, and wbo aa Baronesa de Lon^enU jnanied Obtain Grant 
of tbe e4lh B«K(- at Quebec,. Tth May, 1781. This noble and exemplary ladjr, whq 
was the embodiment of all the graceful and generoue and chiTalrous qualitleg. 
so mucb prized by the French Oanadiane, died in 1842 at the advanced age of 
86 years, an object of nniTersal raapect, as she was to the last, the object of 
nniTersal lore. Her son, tbe Hon. Oharlea Giaot, H.L.O., snocseded to tbft 
Bflfony and tillfc He bad married OacoUne, tbe eldest dan^ter of tbe Ute 
Qfnecal John Ooffln of ALwlngton Manor, New Branswick, and nieoe to tlw. 
late Admiral Sit laaac OoBBn, Bart. This lady slill lives with her brother,. 
Admiral John Townsecd OotBn, in Bath, Somerset, England. Tbe late Baron. 
who died in 184B, was ancceeded by bis son, the present Baron de Longneuil, who 
iMides on the Continent of Knrope. The Honae of Longaenil ia connected bj 
nuuriage vrith the Baby, De Beaujen, Li Hoyne, da lbmtenach,dBLaDM)didre^ 
de 6aap£, de la Qorgendiere, d'EHhambanlt, uid aeyei^ othec of tb» old 
families ia Canada. 

And of these old families it is one of the oldest and of the most hononrablo. 
Ja Moyne is the patronymic of the maison de Longneuil. They at* of Norman 
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bemeged by Brigadier' General Prideaux, at the lead of 8200 meii 
and '600 In^ans. The place was regularly invested, parallels 
opened, imd batteries established. On the 20th July, General 
Prideaux was ^led by Uie bursting of a eoliom ; and the com- 
mand devolved on Sir William JohnBtx>n, of Mohawk celebrity. 
On -the 24t}i July, an attempt waS made to relieve Pouchot, by a 
French and Indian force from lake Erie. The bedegers obtfuned 
intelligence of the advance, and encountered it by an ambuscade 



extr&ctioti, fieaCeadea origibally from a Oonnt of S&lagne «ii Biscaje, who took 
part in UlSirfthChaTles Tit. aDd Joan d* Arc, U Pueetle d'Orleaa a, against 
ttfe Sn(;lUh. Thn Oonnt de Bala^e married Vargaret de la Tremoaille, 
aa«i^t6t of tb« Ooont doB Oniii«a iTbo was also Grand CbambellandeTraoce, 
(fne Of the biaest familieB of tbe klngdoin. fTakenft'om a "Chapter on Cana- 
4iaa Kdblltty" in Maple LeaTBS, an Interesting conttibQUon to Canadian Lll- 
•Mture, tif J. M. Lemnine, Quebec] 

The Btraaj de Losgneoil in Canada vaa a creation of the Qrand Honarqne. 
Lonia XIV, by royal Letters Patent, beartng date at Tereailleg, STtb JanaaiT, 
rtOO, weeted the Boignory of Longneuil into a Barony, and rarely indeed haTO 
distittetloita been conferred for nore diatlnguiabed aerrices. In those days it 
wu tbe practice to detail on the face of a patent of honoar the bonoarable 
exploits of which it was the reeompenae. The aame practice now enhances 
4w Talne of the Victoria Oross. This docnmcct, which ia recorded in th« 
Bepster of proceedings of fbeSaperior Oonncil of Quebec, recapitulalee, GrsI, 
•'The eervices rendered to ns by Cbartea Le Moyne, Esqaire, Seignior of 
Iriragueuil, who left Fratice In 1610 to reside In. Canada, where his Talonr and 
Kdelitj were go tiften conspicuona in the war against the Iroquois, that onr 
Oo»ernor and Lieatenant QoTernors in tbat country einpl<^ed him, eonatantly, 
In eT>ery milHacy eipeditlbn, and in every negotiation and treaty of peace, of 
Ml wUeh duties he acquitted himself to their entire satisfaction; also the 
MTTiees of his eldest son, Oharlea Le Uoyna de Longuetiil, who had borne arms 
frran hla youfh in the Begiment de 8t. Laurent, and as a Captain of a navd 
detachment in Canada since leST, who had an arm shot off by ttie Iroquois Ik 
ll oonibkt ftt Lachine, wherein aeren of h!s brothers were also engaged — further- 
itatfe of tbe aerVfeea of Jaeqnbs L^ Mg^oe de Bte. HdUne, anbtlier son, Captatfi 



tvGoogle 



118 OHBOinCLI OF isa VAS. 

Sfa the nde of Lowiston, nuder tiie oonummd of Captun Jamea de 
Laacej. The French were sorprised, deserted by their Indiao 
allies, And defeated. Pouchot was informed of the extent ef Hie 
disaster by Sir William Johnston, and was off^^d moat hononrable 
terms, which he accepted, after a defence which entitled him to all 
that was offered. Thos on the 25(h Jnly^ 1759, Fort lilia^ua fbll 
into the hands of the Eof^ish. 
Xhe fort remained in British poesesaon np to the jear 1783, 



In the Harine, who wm killed in defending Quebec Bgiunit Fblppa in 1690^ 
aIbo of Pierre Le Hajoe d'Iber*Ule, anotbac eon, GnpUin of a Bloop of wax, 
vbo captnred Fort Oorland in Bndeou'fl Baj, and still commands a fMgatfc 
Also, of aaotlier, Joseph Le Hojoe de BienTille who vas killed b; the Iroqaoia 
in ao attack on RapentJgBf ; also of Louis Le Ifoyne de Ohateaopiaj, who bU 
in the taking of Fort Boarbon in Hudsoo's Bay ; also the serrices of Paul L« 
Hojne de Marricoart, an Ensign In the narj- and Captain of a Oompany in tha 
naval detachment of marines in serrica on shore. That fbi these and other 
oonsideiatloo), eqnally creditable, but too leogtbf to enomerate here, tho 
moat Christian kingeleTatea the Seigniory of LoDgaeoil to the rank, name, titla, 
«nd dignity of a Barony, in faronr of the said Charles Le Hoyne, his children, 
heirs and descendants. Rarely indeed, on the wider fields of Ohrisleadom) 
liave there been arrayed worthier titles to koightly distinction. 

Long as is the list of those meriCorioos men contained in tMs Boyal docn- 
meat, it does not enumerate them all nor their seiTicas. Charles Le HoynB, 
" who left France in 1640" the leader in the above Letters Patont named, was 
the father of eleven sods. It will 1>e observed tbat each is distingnisbad by 
the name of tbejS</or other property with which he bad been invested. Six 
are named In the wtt of IIOO. Besides Uiese, two brothers, Joseph Le Uoyno 
de Sevlgny and Oabriel Le Uoyne d' Assigny, both died in the King's servlc*. 
Antoioe Le Moyne died yonng. Antoins Le Uojne de Ohateangaaj succeeded 
Louis Le Moyne de Cbateaoguay who was killed in 1694. Jean Baptist* 
Le Uoyne de Bienville succeeded to the Le Uoyne de Bienville who was killed 
defending a burning house against the Iroqnois. 

In a memorial from Jean Baptisto Le Hoyne de Bienville to the king, dat«d 
Hew Orleans, Jan. 3S,lT33^alter setting forth his serTio«a,bB deicribet hink- 



tvGoogle 



VAIOLT OF LOHSUBUIL — LS HOTTIB d'teBEYILLB. 119 

when it was Bnrrendered to the AmericanB, thongh not practically 
abandoned mitjl 1796, under J&fs treaty. During the period of 
French possession, a village, in connection with the fort, had grown 
up on the western rade of the river, being French territoiy, and, 
therefore, more safe! The fort was looked upon as an outpost more 
Ukelj to occupy the attention of regular assailants, and deter plun- 
derers ; and the village, secure in its insignificance, reposed under 
its wing. 



nif BB a CheTAlier de St. LonU, and OommaadeT General of the PcOTince of 
LonisiiuiB. Ha ttat«a in it, that of eleven brotbers only four were then snrTivinff. 
Baron de Longuenil — himself Bienrille — Sevign;, and. bateau gaaj, and that 
thej bod all received the crosa of knights of Bt. Loais. These details were 

collected io PariB bj Falconer, Baqaira, son of the late Dr. Falconer, of 

the Circas, Bath, and brother in law to William Roebnck, Baqnire, H. F. for 
Sheffield, Eoglaad. 

Bnt the moat diBtiDgniilied of this bond of brothers — the one wbose nanw 
will live while the Father of Kivera oontlnoea to flow to tbe sea, was the dii- 
ooverer of the MisBissippl. La Salle,aB is staled in the text, ascended the lakes 
and descended the Uisslsaippi, and was therefore jnstlj entitled to claim the 
first discovery of the prodigions territory watered by that majestic river and 
Hs offlnents ; bnt the first person of Baropean origin who entered the HisBissippi 
fh>m the sea— was the bom Canadian, Pierre Le Hoyne d'Ibetville. He woe an 
officer of the French marine. He had seen mach hard and fierce service in 
Oanada and Hadaon's Bay. He was made Captain of a frigate In 1693. He 
viiited France In 1696. He left it with three vessels. Entered and ascended 
the Uisaissippi nearly one handred leagaea, established a garrison and returned 
to France in 1699. He was decorated with tbe Croix de St. Lonis. He aubse* 
qnentlj mode two snccesslbl voyages to the same coast ; left aettlementa, and 
in 1120 was promoted to the rank of "Cajtitaiae de traiuiav." In ITOS, ha waf 
again despatched to tbe Hiaaissippi charged with an important command. He 
died on his way, at tbe Havanah, 9th July, 1T06. He was born at Uonlreal. 
What Barckhardt and Speke and Qrant have done fbr the Nile— La Salle did for 
the UiBsissippi, but tbe month and the mysterious delta of the river, and tbe 
lite of the present great city of Hew Orleans, were dlsoovered by a Canadian, 
Pierre Le Hoyne d'Iberville. 
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But nhen, jn 1796, the flreQch fcurt became an Amencwi oftk- 
■jKOiky the whole aspect of the ircoitjer duoged. ^e fortress., whifiii 
J^d afforded protectioD, becaiue a ccagp of Tiwt^e saxi e^qnoaum- 
The artilleiy, which had provided .defent^, meitaced destnicticai. 
Jd the iaterim, in 1791, wa^ passed ttie .mt ^1, Qeo. Ill, whjgih 
divided C^ada .iato two .prpyinoes, and eoofenred a ooiiBtitwIaeiB 
yiimh was confided k> ,the jadidpys .adniiusteatioB of Goyernqr 
Simeoe. This officer found the military head-quarters of his gav- 
emment at Fort Niagara, and estabhshed his 'miniature capital in 
the transfluvial town, to which he gave the name of Newark. 
,<?oyernor SiuiGQe ;ffas a.recflarkable man, and ahecoijaing ctHnpfuufw 
,of the *fc*awialM persowe (^ this hiBtoricftl sceae- .Unlike 3ua Salle, 
3)fi was not the oreature cf his aspiratioDB. He did not, m qaeet'trf 
an Eldorado, or of the fountiun of perpetual youth, discover % 
vast territory, but in the steady practical spirit, in the spirit of the 
Puritan Pilgrims, he founded in Upper Canada a great F"glidl 
^lc)ny. ;Se :^a» aa Er tg H eJi m an h^ birth, had heeii educated at 
-Eton and O^ord, and animated hj a paaraoo for a nuMtwy ^e, at 
tiie age of 19 obtained an Ensigncy in t^e 35th Re^ment. Sa 
first essay in arms was in America. He was distinguished at once 
for military knowledge, activity, ands^inse. His .eanteatfiess and pnir 
;&;iency had Iheir.reffard. I» 1777, Sir WiUiam Hoiwe ii{>p<Bi^ed 
iBimcoe to the command <tf tfae Que^s Rangers, a partisan corps 
which performed conspcuous service daring the war of the Revolutirai, 
and was finally disbanded after the surrender of Comwallis at York- 
town, 19th Oct. 1782. He h^a left a Journal (^ the operatiom jof 
Hub cocps, well VQiihy of the perusaj of -the nuUtaj^ student. lo 
Jihe intervals of oan^ life, in ike leisuf e of winter quarters, Simeoe 
liad become a student himself, and had trained his mind to the dis- 
■charge of great duties on a wider field of usefulness. Colonel 
Simeoe returned to England. Qe bad acquired reputation. He 
was elected to Parliameid; ip 170(1. Be took on active part k tJb« 
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dd)aie8 on tbe ^I vhieh divided tbe ifooTinee of Qoelmc andgan 
ft CoDstitiitifHi to TJ;^)Qr Gamda. He vas «ppoiated tiie £rM 
Ifleut.-Gov«i!ii<)r'mider tbat Coustitatioii. fie devoted himeetlf te 
tbe judflcioua sattkaaentof thfi colony. Ibe pees^Dt tnte of Lea- 
d«D was fldficted ori^nKllj by Jiim as &b nte «f the capital <^ 
Upper Canada. But, at that earlj period, it wae maeces^blo— 
Xonk Feceived, aad cet^os tiie hwoor. ^uooe devoted hkoeelf 
to Burreying the oountry, impromg and peopling it. He invited 
the IfOynlifltB firom t^ United States, aad Ite attracted eeMleri, 
VJJ^taiy and otters, by a prconpt Allotment of lapds and a joet rule. 
He planted the British CoustitutioD in a virgin Boil, pot it ap«B 
tnaJ, in a im £eld in&oQt favour, and appeided to resaUe ; and 
a:tnal of seventy yoare Iibb justified his &i(^ m Sie saecoss of tbe 
Axpenment. B« left beUad hmi, tluon^ the kind, tbe nuu-ks of 
liiB foottfteps— imtt^'d nu£&i rvlror»um. In 1794 he was ord«?ed 
to £lt. iOhHningo. 3%eEaoe to E&glaod, where m 1^1 he was e»- 
pl<^ed m ti» iTO^tem conolaeB in oi^aidiiBg Tesistiiinoe agjunA 
expected invasion. He was ihen a Lieut.-0«&ei^. Tm 1806 he 
■as sent to Fortugal^-^was tafeea f& on #te w^age, and retut^eS 
i» H^igland ■to &e in ^&e meiidiaii €>£ life, aged 54. Had he lived 
he might ^ve shar^ in the immortalUy of Wellington. So 
jVner^ .and talest and expenenoe iwere hiiJi ^ pronuae. He 4i«4 
iBiaoBscioHB ef die fact, thBt before he reached hiB native ^re, 
Jk iiftd heesi aj^xunted to socoeed Inerd Lak« in the ^aef military 
sOBUBand ic ^idia. 

fija residence xrag in & lag liiiildsig, of «one fvet^^ons ameag 
log dwellings, shnate on tiia <>aaa^ua Ade«f (be river, in ihe torn 
4rflfew»it,and known as Nary Halt. His «eiu(»l sa/t in a wooden 
flfaedl, aad the ooiHieitohandier was, in those prunitive aad peaeeM 
days, used by GatiboUcs and ProtestaiilB altemat^ily, as a place 
worship — the lion laid down with the lamb in patriarchial quietude. 

The first parliwnent of Canada assembled ia 1792, 17th Sb[^.» 
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in a marquee-tent — one remove in the scale c^ asoencUng oirilizar- 
tion from the sboiigiual couacil-lodge. In 1793 Govemor Bimcoe 
entertained, at Newark, Hia Koyal Highness Uie Duke of Kent, 
Hie father of our beloved Queen. It is recorded, tfast if tlie lodg- 
ing was indifferent, the fore was good. It is related in contemporuy 
memoranda that ihe guests were {east«d " with game, and all the 
diuntioB the aeaeoa and the wildemesB conld produce, snch aa 
whit^fish, trout, wild-fowl, roast beef, ale, old port, and Madeira, 
of better quality," adds t^e narrator, in tbe tme spirit of the 
laudator ten^>oria acti, " than can be got In the present year of 
grace, 1862."" 

His Royal Highness had been convejed to Niagara in the King's 
schooner, Mohawk, oomnueided by Commodore Bouchette, the gnuad- 
.fother of the present Gomnus^oner of Costoms. On landing, 
" as soon as horses with saddles and bridles could be mustered," 
Ifae royal paxty wended their way by the river road, recently opened 
by the troops : the portage road, frequented by traffic, had previ- 
ously been restricted to the eastern, or American, bank of the river 
Niagara. The road to the cataract was an Indian path through 
the woods ; and an Indian ladder, which con«sta of a succession of 
[one trees, with the branches lopped short as a foot-hold, led down 
Sot 160 feet, to the foot of the Fall. Down this hazardous descent, 
in despite of all expostulation, Ws Boyal Sghness resolved to 
venture, and, with the nerve and phyacal strength of his race, 
accomplished it successfully — ^retnmed with a capital appetite, and 
in a log hut on the quivering brink of the abyss, " ate what the 
house afibrded, and eiyoyed himself eieeedingly."t 

It b interesting to contrast this royal reception in the back bu^, 
vith the reception of His Royal ^ghness the Prince of Wales, in 



■ Hemoranda of Colonel Jobs Olark, of St. OatherineB. 
t Hem. Ool. John Olartc. 
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the same locality, seventy yeara afterwards. The endurance of 
the graodscnt vas not exposed to trials auch aa tliese ; and those 
triab which oivilization impoees upon princes, were encountered 
with a genial grace which reminded the present generation of the 
traditionary kindliness of the grandedre. And yet it may be doubted 
if the Prince of Wales enjoyed &e crowd, and the crush, and the 
congratolaiJODS, and the cheers, which rose abore the roar of the 
cataract, with half the zest, with which the Duke of Kent, with the 
flneh of exhilarating exercise on his cheek, and the perfume of the 
jMne branches on his hands and garments, partook of the rude cheer 
of the forest, in the door-way of a shanty, in full front of the Falls 
of Niagara — the sole monarch of all he surveyed — within right 
aitd sound of the grandest spectacle that ever greeted royal eye. 
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Qau-ten. Amerlcui >tUok on Fort George uid Nsmrk. General Tineent In oom- 
-mulil. Amcrlun fOrma. BHtMi i t re n gt h . Ameilnn fines on luiaing. BrHUIi 
rtlira. rortl^lengeatlk. Tlnoeot oeoiiptM Bomr !>•■. tfeaulptkiL 

Tn 1796 all the forts oh the frontier of the United States,— la 
Presentation, or Ogdensburg, called also Oswegatchie ; Oswego ; 
Kiagara ; Fort Mianu, were finally transferred in accordance wiA 
Jay's treaty, to the American authoritiee. At Niagara the change 
produced much inconvenience. In the short space during which 
Newark had possessed the advantages and the honours of the capital, 
h had increased commercially. It had grown under the fostering 
influence of centralization ; but it would bare been improvident 
and unsafe to have left the government and the archives of the 
legislature eiXposed to unpleasant alternatives, and Governor Sim- 
coe, with prompt prudence, removed the seat of government to 
Toronto, which in honour of a royal Dute, he had named York. 

Newark, however, still retained much of its former importance. 
It continued to be the head quarter of tJie troops ; and the 
bastions and curtains of iFort C^eorge gradually rose ap in grim 
rivalry to the more regular and substantial fort on the other side 
of the river. Fort Niagara still retuns t^e strong development 
and regular aspect imparted to it by scientific French engineers, 
before the conquest of Canada. It is now a large, well-constructed 
vork, &ced with stone, ditched and palisaded, fit at any time for 
military occupation and service. The defences of Fort George 
haye, long once, (Ussolred into huge, muneaning, inoEfonsive moands 
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of earth — monnnieiita of aa exp^dituce of lifb »id treuore, 
mtliout result apd alnust vritbout object. 

The useleBsnees of 'Hie fort, ina miUtar7,poiiit of Tiatr, and tiM 
Ivn^it^le e2))eu8Q aad loss entailed bjF, its. ooeapatioB,w«i« meii»>- 
rably showa oa the. oceaEooQ of th«: hoaiUs ieaeeab now to- bo 
related. The wlkola British forae qu^lerad in Fort Geotige. ful 
dutoned: in Newark, on the 27tb May, 1813, amwittiedto IMS' 
Bten, wiUi eight field gima, under the commaad -of General Vincent.. 
Four twei^four-poonders, cf^tured from Hull, had been broug^ 
from Detroit, and. were nuwintod on the bastions of Eort QetKge ; 
a fifth ^as- planted eti.bari^te,in a, redoubt, lying between Kewaek> 
actd the lake. shore. Fort Geicvge aEEbnded some defeooe a^unabi 
aaeneni^ descending the river Nia{pira,,in the rear, but thei town 
obstnicted fire upon an afaailant i^proaehiag from, the lake shore,. 
It ifi. evident that if an enemy, saperior in number, had thrown an 
force across the rirer above the town and Fort George, instracted' 
to form a jonctian with troops to diseinbiurk at OB»-mile Creek,. 
Ncwark.and its defenders would have been catofiVaad encloesd 
within a narrow .tnangle — tjie river oa one «de, the laJw shore on • 
iii» oUier, and the enemy's line the base. It would thus hsrB 
been invested by 6,000 * good trpopfl in front, and e^osed to the 
fixe from Fort I^gara in the rear. That, t^ manoeuvre had. 
been contem}Jated is to be inferred from'thefaat&atafl:>ti11a(f 
boate had heea- assembled at the F^e^uile Meadows, about two 
nules below Lewiston. It was also a pet laojoctnith: the Amm." 
can- Secretary of Stat«: for ww.t. 

*Ing«KiU. 

t If, iatfatA of ooncantiftttng .hia whole fbree8,iiM«I and iiiiIilu]r,.oii tlu>. 
WKtec Bide of the enemj'E. defcaeaB,.Iie had divided the atUelc, oaA, oroHing, 
the IfiRgara below LewiatoD, bad advanced on Fort Qeorge itj the Qae^nstom . 
mad, the InTeBtment of that place wonld ha*e been complete, snda retreat of. 
tto gwriiOB impraatieaU*.— iAmfrMq-. 
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The forces of the Americana were ample, and in every way 
adequate to tlie attempt. G^nenJs Dearborn and LewiB, Boyd, 
Windsor, and Chandler were at the head of at least 6000 men. 

The American squadron, under Commodore Chauncey, cousiated 
tff eleTffii Teasels of war, with a fighting broadside of 52 guns — 
many of them long thirty-two and eighteen-ponnders. £Gs crews 
mastered 900 choice seamen. This immense superiority was well- 
known to the British general ; fmd it is only to be lamented that 
a aen^ent of military punoiiho, exacerbated, posdbly, by the 
reproaches recently flung upon Shea^, should have induced him to 
dare a uaeleaa contest againat overwhehning odds, and to have 
sacrificed 446 good soldiers, whose serrices at Stoney Creek would 
hare been invaluable. Vincent, however, had resolved not to ^ve 
way withoat a fight, and disposed his men accordingly. He placed 
an advanced detachment of the Glengarry and Newfoundland regi- 
meats, numbering about 250 rank and ffle, with 40 Indians, ander 
Norton, in a ravine and copse at the outlet of One-mile Creek, a 
small rivulet dtaatod about one mile west of Newark ; in their 
rear, within anpportdug distance, was the left column, under Colonel 
Myer, 470 atrong, protected by three light field piecea ; while his 
right colnmn, 600 bayoUeto, under Colonel Harvey, was drawn up 
between Newark and Port George, except about 50 men of the 
49th foot and 80 of the mihtia, who occupied the fort iteelf. 

- At day-light on the 2Tth May, the American flotilla — ; ships of 
war and awanns of boats — were discovered bearing down before a 
light breeze, &om the eastward upon MiaeiBagaa Point. At the 
same time the batteries of Fort Niagara opened upon Fort George 
and Newark ; but a heavy fog settling down suddenly, the cannon- 
ade ceased for a while, with littie harm done, except to the town. 
During die lull, three heavy schooners awept in, ao as, to enfilade 
the British twenty-four and mne-pouuder guns en barbette. About 
8 a.m. the fog lifted aod diaoovered the Americaa flotilla bearing 
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down in three lines, towards One^nile Greek. As the boats ap- 
proached the shore, the Britdsb advance sprang to the bank, and 
tvre them with bo severe a fire, that the men cowered down tor 
safely. Then the Oneida, and the Madison, utd the Ladjof the Lake, 
opened with their heavy cannon, and like Graham's artillery, at 
St. SebastJan, pla^g over the heads of the stormers, threw their 
shot over their own boats into the exposed ranks of the British, and 
with admirable precision. The fate of the brave McNeil, at York, 
was re-enacted, and the storm-straok line staggered back on its 
supports. 

So soon as the boats toached ground, the Americans plunged 
into the water, ajid rushed to the shore. Their oBScera rallied and 
formed them with bravery and coolness ;' but the brief time occu- 
pied in fonnation, enabled the left column, under Myer, incorpo- 
rating the remnant of the advance, to reach the top of the bank ; 
and the Americans were repeatedly driven back uid thrust down 
at the point of the bayonet ; but the brigades of Winder and 
Chandler had reinforced the first. The twenty-four-pounder gan 
at Missisagua had been silenoed ; the nine-pounder, servtd by 
militia, bravely fou^t on, until almost every gunner had been 
killed or wounded ; and the deadly fire from the ships enfiladed 
Myer's column. The Colonel himself was down, desperately hurt. 
Every mounted officer, but one, was hit, and the exception lost his 
hoTBG. Of a column of 470 strong, 204 regular and 85 militia 
were kori de combat. Fortune! kindly spared the man who was 
most wanted. Harvey took Myer's place, and falling back on his 
own ri^t colmuD, which he had left for the moment in charge of 
Pleoderleatii, drew up his whole force in order of battle in the 
plfdn. This was to the west of the town and fort, on the line of 
retreat. 

So soon, however, as tbe enemy had landed on the top of the 
\Mk. and formed, a cloud of Ug^t troops and rifl^nen had been 
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&K)«n upon the road to Boriiagbni- Height^ to^ iatere^ &aB 
moTemest. The Amvnosa aimj ha4 divided into twe oolmnnH^ amiy 
sfcroi^ly supported by srtillery, followed intke-saaaedireBtion. Tv 
delay further, simply to indulge t^e' doggeid rage of reBistenoef 
were to tompt deatmotion. Vinaent, yiMding in his ■- eid/naaij^ 
ordered hie outlying posts at^rt Ecie and Ohippewa to jton hint^ 
aod directing Fort George to be blown up, gathered- up the shat>'- 
teied remnants of hia forces, and feU back vi^oa the etfong poaitioiv 
(tf the " Beaver Dam^" onmoleeted, leaving belnnd lum, on &v 
stricken field, 445 of his best and bravest men. 

About noon, on tliitt day, the Americans took qdbt pt^sessian of 
Fort George. The 50 men of Ihe 49tlj, who had been left to' 
destroy the magasnea, being entirely cut off^ fell into the haada of 
the eaemy. The Ameoioan Ices amounted to about 150. Oii- 
readiing tiie Beaver Bam, Vincent was joined by C(Jonel Bishopp^ 
from Fort Erie, and M^or Onnsby, from Chi}q)ewa4 and thaa^ 
reinforced, mustered 1,600 rank and file. Had he destroyed Foit- 
George and retired to this position at euly dawn, he woald> in the> 
wordB«f Mr. Secretary Anistrong, " have adoptod the policy of 
Sheafie, have prefenred the preservation of his troops to that of lu» 
post, and carrying off the keniel would have lefl :tlie enemy the' 
BheU." 

Vincent had retdred to the Beaver Dam, coveiing his retreat ob 
Burlington Heights. A hmver diua, or beav» loeadow,. is a com- . 
men feature of the wild»ueBB. The sagacious labourer has loog 
aace receded be&re the footatepe of the sebtier, and the range of 
the tr^per ; but his hasdy-wei^ remains in endenoe of his indn»<- 
t^ and skill. It is.the pxaetie» of thfr beav», whw nature does 
»d oSer a pond or lake fib for the s^ stmetare of his dwellmg^. 
to form an artificial overflow. He aelecta a gorge between hills,, 
or ui^ds on eaeli saia^oS aramniig Bta«amt aad mth his te0&, 
Bculpaii%aBd BOOM alit^b aid from his.tailjh&oatfedoitm ti«eB,«Mk 
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Boats l^em to &b nte selected ; with hia paws lie mores atouea, 
and earth, and branches ; he intertwines, and overlays, and plaa- 
tets^and thus he creates a dam, with a rare certainty of instinctive 
calculation as to the depth and u%a of water to be obtuned, and of 
the strength and substance required for it« retention. Man; of 
these beaver dams have been found twelve feet in thickness at the 
base, as many feet in height, and ext«nding across valleys of con- 
nderable indth. It is the work of conjoint labour, organised and 
aj^lied with the economy of human intelligence. The construction 
of the dam has, most probably, flooded a large tract of land in the 
rear, and has destroyed vegetation; but coi the disappearance 
of the en^eer, the dam has fallen into decay ; a new vege- 
tation of rank grass has sprung up on the subsidence of wst«r, and 
in the rear of the deserted beaver dam has grown up a beaver 
meadow. This is an attraction to the early Bettler-^it affi}rds to 
his cow, pasture in summer, and hay in winter ; and his first dianty 
is placed in its vicinity. 

The ndhtary poratiou of the Bearer Dam was about twelve 
miles &om Niagara, on the road to the Heights ; and one Decau 
had boilt a stone house hard by, which became at once a depot for 
milituy stores, and a poira cl^appvi. The dam itself^ an embank- 
ment, might then have been looked to, as a breastwork in case <£ 
attack, hut little trace remuns of it now. It was then chiefly 
valaed as conmianding the cross-road to Ten-mile Creek, now St 
CAtherioes, where Mfgor de Hareo lay, with 220 men. 
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MdMD, O.D.— Hl> Career ud Bsonrd. Diifim*m of Sqntdroii. Sigbti a«skett'» 
Birboor uid wllhdmn. CairtiiT« of AmerlaUi Officer of Dngooiu. The Eipeditio* 

C<dwMl Bm«U. LwidlBx eUtaWd. ^jMrfciu 4ehMMt-Ara Ufi ■toftt Uddilii* qm 
tboatoek*. The Biltl^ ordered to ntntt Wltliilmna oftb^Expedltlpu. 

atentB,!uad to dtgabize his t^iKat tipoii BuHingtoD Heists, t« 
i(Ql ttow tufti t(> erents cf ^qotd tnOfttent, irtiieb ttol [dace at fte 
Bjunie "time, at th« earifirn or lerwet ^tttHtdty of Liike Oatarid. 
Here, where the vaterB of the lake contractiiig, assume Uie ^lunMi'' 
sknis Of a river, tho St. La^n^noe, embraetbg in ite iboto^d 
aj^ins the faffiuneS " l^tontmnd liftfis," commences, -uttdet that 
lAme, its glcrrioi^ and rapid coarse to the Sea. On ^ north shorfl 
of Ihe Uifce, at t^e month of the Itirdr Cataraqui, stands l^e toWil 
tt»l fiife hiuAoiir of K^gHttfa, irhilome selected, and with much 
jttdgmtot, u the 'sottt of gOreTntiient Sm- TImted Cauaida. B wotild 
bflOutofpla«efa««,1hy'dwMIapontii0 paMd«nsttndtt«!|irejut^ces, 
or the policies, Ithidi luive ma^ this CoMy SbA 'coveted prize,'eV0r 
Duce the diaturbaace of the arrangement mentioned, an apple of 
^flcord, cast down, in tnm, to the competition and confusion of 
eveiy important cit^ uk the province ; which ha« convulsed parli»- 
ment8, destroyed ministries, which yields only, and with reluctance, 
to the arbitrament of the Qneen ; and agunst which, even now, . 
though the masses approve, each disapptnnted competitOT excluma, 
in the sjarit of an eingram on the marriage of oar Second Charles 
to GatbaRoe <tf Bragama. 
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u SoTenjga's >Q*>ei 
Of the roji.1 houie of LUbon ; 

Bat the deril take Hyds, 

And the BUbop h«itde, 
. Who auda ker bu* (f Ui koB*. 

Here, in 1673, vith the tact aadfoisHi^t <ft a.soldiej-, the Count 
de Fnmtenao, then (JpTentor ^f Gqnftda, established a fort, oalleti, 
at first CatanK|iu, luid aftwwaEds hj hia own luune, <irhioh fell into 
Qie hands of the British in 1759-60. In 1787 the British abandoned 
th#ir previews nayal -estahljahment,. on Carleton Island, which hup- 
p^ed to fall within Uie American boundai^ Ime, and, &oin that 
tape, Kingston heoame their cMef oatablishment on Lake Ontario, 
t^:eir beat harbour, a^nd the focna from whence radiated their 
fatnre settlemeMfl on the shores <^ the lake, and the Hirer St. 
Ia,vreaf}e. 

On the (^poBite co^ of this northern Bosphoros, sheltered bj 
lacge intervening islands, lies Sackett's Harbour — the American 
Cherbourg, as it. has be<en cajled, — ^but with little to suggest the 
comparison, beyond a small and safe harbour, and d^ensible envi- 
r<9)s. Withcmt comparing Kingston to Portsmouth, it was the 
ofdj British naval establishment on Lake Ontario; and withoot 
exaggerating the strength of Sackett's Harbour, it had sheltered 
and equipped a fine sc^uadron which, nnd^ Commodore Chaiu)c^« 
h|Ml sacked York, 4nd reduced Fort Geoi^. 

Both Kingston and Sackett's Harbour had, for hing, been ol^eoJs 
of matoal appreheDai<wi. Enterprises had been planned on both 
^des for th« destmctign of eith«r> as a sure means of naral an- 
ptrewicy, .a«d ulti^iate congest ; but, up to a very late period the 
opportnnitieB of the Aaerieans had exceeded those, of tiie British. 
QciW ^ itMiy }^. i!B{9n>Ted ^eir ohaaces has b^en already shovn ; 
1n)t the arriyal of Sir James Xeo at Kingston, eariy in the montb* 
nitli about 500 officers and men, of l^e Boyal Kavy, and the cmn-- 
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pletion of an ad^tional vesBel of vftr, the Wc^e, of 20 gana, jnslip 
fied the hope that the chaacea of war had at length tamed in 
favour of the British. 

These chances appeared to the pc^ular eye to be reduced to a 
certuut;^ when it became known that Channoej and his fleet, utd 
Dearborn with tus soldiers, were in &ont of Niagara ; that to supply 
the means of attack they had dismantled and disarmed Sackett's 
Harbour, and that the stores and shipa in coarse of construction, 
and the arsenal, naral and military, had Been left to the protection 
of the miHtia of the country. 

Expectation, too, rose to the highest pitch when it was an- 
nounced that the Commanderin-.Ghief was himself in Kingston ; 
tttat an attack upon Sackett'a Harbour had been planned ; and that 
the combined forces would be commanded by Sir Creorge FroyoBt 
and Commodore Sir James Yeo, in person. The preparations 
made under the ciroumstances were such as to reassure the least 
sanguine. Sir George Provost, surrounded by able officers, had 
under his command 750 men, detailed from the following regi- 
ments : tiie 100th, tiie Royal Scots, the 8th, the 104tii, the New- 
foundland re^ment, one company of the Glengarries, two companies 
of Canadian Yoltigeurs, and two six-pounders, with their gunners. 
Thia force was conveyed in the Wolfe, 20 guns, the flag-ship of 
Sir James Teo ; the Royal George, 20 guns ; Moira, 16 gan8 ; 
Melville Brig, 16 guns ; Netley schooner ; and smaller vessels. 

The expedition sailed from Kingston eariy on the morning of the 
27th May, at the hour when, the first echoes of the American guns 
xeverberated on the shores of ^Niagara, and Chauncey and Scott 
were engaged, hand-to-hand, with Myer and Harvey. The weatiier 
being favourable, and the wind fair, the flotilla arrived off Saekett's 
Harbour about 10 a.iiL 

The accounts of the subsecinent occorrenoea, both American and 
British, differ in all but the result, Ibe Americans exaggerate 
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an irresolute resistance crowneii by an undeserred sncceSlf. Tiu 
"Btitiah, blind wiU) rage and mortifioation, prove bat blind guides 
to tiie confufied enciuiier. 8ir George Provost, thougb an adept 
with bis pen, upon this occasion, did not write his Own commentaries ; 
and the letter of bis adjutant-general, Colonel Biunes, affords but 
an imperfect ezplanation of tlus inexplicable transaction. 

But tbe difficulty whicli olonded tbis page of the narrative, has 
been, to a great exte&t, dispelled, by an nnezpeoted and friendly 
liand ; and a light has been cast upon the moTenents and tbe men 
of this expedition, by ^vate memoranda, which we have been most 
kindly permitted to ose, and which command at once oiir respect 
and acknowledgmenta. 

Tiie witness, on this occa^on, is well known to most men in 
Oanada. To those who have attended, of late years, the numerous 
ndhtary gatherings on Qaeenston Heights, it is easy to recall one 
&niliar face and figure. It is a tall and venerable form, of gentle 
aspect, but soldierly port — of grave costume, becoming the years of 

Who8« age U like b Imtj wiuteiv— 

FioBtj, but kindl; — 

and whose left breast is decorated by a Canada medal* and an 



■Sinea the Bbove wat In print, the writer bM been iafbnned that he 
If In error. There ia no Otmads medkl ; bat let tb» error ataud. If Dr. 
Kcbiu'dHOn baa no mcb medal, he ougbt to hare one. And it would b« well 
to know why thie great boon has been withheld from the UiliUa soldier of 
Oanadft. Iledali hare been granted for lerrices on the Qanges, and Sallej, In 
China and ia EalErland. A pott-obit decoration bai been tardily beatowed on 
the beroe* of the Peniunla. Medali were giTea for Ohateangoar, where there 
wai Bome fighting, and for Detroit, where there was no Sghliog at all. Whj is 
It that the men who foogGt and bled at Qaeenalon Height!, on tbe Niagara aod 
Itetroit frontien ; at Frenchtown and Fort UeigB ; at Sehl<»aer and Blaok 
Bock ; at Ogdensborg ; at Lacolle mill ; on the St. Lawrence and the lakM ; 
•honld hare been denied a gaerdon, lO highly priaed, for Mrrleei whidl 
eamiot be ignored 7 



IM oHBomeu w ua ins.* 

«Bipt7 rieeve. To Ae enqtnring stxaager it wotdd be repUed, that 
ike reUraa who ezeited bis istenet wm tiie Rer. Dr. Bichflidxn, 
I>.D.,DOwBi^opof the E^ftM^ Metbodirt Ghuvhm Caoada'; 
and, m Im jontii, s g^lant officer of the Fkoi^(»al nunae, wte, 
in 1S14, bad, a octioD mlii tfae taxmy, IbM m um in die aerviiw 
of his ooustiy. 

ThtB gendemttD ms the wm of &e bnriv lieBtenaiit IKtiti'ardson, 
#ho, aa tkiford related, oanied the Smifioe mto Kit^rtoa h&rboitf, 
IB de^te of die fire of tte vbcie Americati sqiudroii. Bnmglit vp 
troBi a boy m the navigalMm of ^ lakes, at the ^e of eigbteea he 
Allowed hk fitther^s footMep», and entered iato the l^v^ial tei<- 
Tice. Id 1812, being then twenty-one years of age, he receireS 
Ms ooHuaiBnon as Lienteniuit. At this time tiie Prorineial Navy i»i 
Lake Ontario CMUisted of the daps Royal Geor^, 26 guns ; dte 
Moira, of t€ ; the sohooner Xhike of Glonoester, of 8, and the 
Netley schooner, of 12 gons ; with nnmerooa snudl vessels, a«t&g 
u gunboats and tousporta. lleserriees of Ae6eTessds,indefwEdt 
t^ all odier means of commnnication, were indispensable to ^bs 
dinaons of tfa6 army, txith in the east and in the west of Upper 
Canada. 

Ha (Acenof the Prffviacial Marine recetred their caatSBsdosm 
firom the Commander-inrCbief in British Korth Amraica, and the 
whole force was attached to the deparbnent of the Quarter-Master- 
General. On the arrival of 3ie first detachment of the Royal Navy, 
these gentlemen were informed that their conmussiooB oould not be 
recogmied by the rales of a aerrioe, iriudi subseqaMit mteroonrse 
ititii Tnria and Frenchmen, SardiniiBns and Rosshms, has rendered 
fiir more cosmopofite. A^th a very sn^^dv^e show of retacenoe, 
the gretor part of diese officers retired &om dte marine, and took 
service in the nulitja, where they w«:e pemntted to risk their lives 
withoat ofienoe to their feeliDgB. While we ippreoiate the senntsre- 
iteas which tAaaek beta an indigknty, «e admire die more &e 
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yailri«ti«a «t l^om t^ «aM Mtde every wmitmimn w^ch i«t«i>- 
Ibrect «i^ •WTiM to t^^ otnintt^. Tw&c^ the Bomber, LiestMumfB 
George Smith uid James Richardson, could not bring l^temselreB 
4» abfUMka tibflfo mero^ nataral riiemeat, and, to fte greal aaitidfiwtion 
of ihe CoMpiodwe, aoeeptod rating as '< masters," irhich gare &em 
noik in the gia-roran irMi th» oommisBioiwd offieers, and enabled 
Aem, as " nutws anel pHoie" fi«m ^off t&owlodge of their own 
fadand Ka$, to roader ii]^)airtwt serricee.* 

We m^ tbtA 8«tie8ed in Coaada, ho«r«v6F, t^at the reign of msrtjnot 
pnaetilio bis l<»g ^lee passed away, ftsd that ft Oana<&an (^cer of 
&» Qaeea, should oooasi^ erw reqinre his ser^ces, v^ recelre at 
'the haa^ of the ansy and navy ot Sngland the same share of 
TN|wGt i^«h is freely awardod, ki n^tuy interoowse, to a Gennaii 
** fatb^mcht-meister," or to a Twkbh " Bim BaBfai." 

In the Middle of May, Lienteoimt BiehuslsoB ha:d been des- 
yatebed 1^ Captnui £(v^y — prerions to his own depu'tnre fbr the 
wvtii^n waters — to eicoft, in t^ guubotet " Black Snake," flie rear 
detB<dsn»t of Too's Ua»>j»ek»t8, ooderC^irt. Mnlcairtor, nptbe St. 
lemreacB to Kingstoe. On Aetr arriraJ, the men had been £stri> 
fasted on l»Aai<d of Ae Mp» «{ the nqoaAroa. Kdiardson himself 
«aa ajiquaitqd to the Wolfe, and was &us presfinrt at head-qoarten 
OR oocuioB of t^ desewit of tiie S?th Kay. 

Tlffi wind was fair, the weaAer&Tonrable aad {nvpitious. About 
10 a. m., on the 37& May, the squadron approached Saekett's 
Harbour. So eosmy appeared at the laa^Kng place, and no osten- 
i^e show of rasittaeoe. All |H«paratJone were comploted ; flie 
aea e^aarked i» tiM boats ; ihe anobora ready to be dropped. Ttrt 
very qwt indicated as tlte point of dnembaikatioa had been reached, 
wben, -iMtsad of proeeediag to land asd ta^iag the ^ace, irhieh 
Bd^t ttien undoubtedly have been effected ftlmost without loss of 

* Hem. of Di. Jamei fflehudKu, D J>. 
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life, the troops irere ordered to re-embark, }it» dupe Hauled to Hmt 
wind, witiidrew bom the coast, and the onterpriae w&b apparentlj 
abandoned. 

The general amaiemeDt was c<Hitrdled hj the inatanctB of dig- 
dplitie, and by t^e belief that the reb-eat was a rtue — part of some 
preconcerted plan; and at this tiioe an occurrence took plaoa, 
which diverted attention, and caused some amuBement. In Hw 
afternoon, as the Wolfe was working to windward, away from tia 
landing place, aud about ax miles in the offing, a boat was discovered 
&I^iroaching with a white flag, &om a low wooded f<mi of land, 
which forms the entrance to a deep bay known as Henderson's 
Harbour. Commodore Yeo dispatched Ijeut. Dohba, in one of tlu 
ship's boats, to meet the stranger, and ascertain Ins buaneas. After 
a brief interview, Dobba proceeded on to the shore. The Ajnerican 
boat continued its course, and discharged upon tHe deck of the 
flag-ship a gentleman, ostentatiously armed, witli a b^t biisUing 
with weapons, who announced himself to I>e a captun of dn^jooDS. 
He reported to the officer of the deck that he was in command of a 
detachment, which had, on an uncongemal element, been attacked 
by Indians, and had " concluded'* forthwith to surrendw. A part 
of his men were in the boat alongside, and Dobba had proceeded to 
the shore for the remsinder. It appeared that a party of Chippewa 
Bi^ans, the ocoiqiaDts of about three canoes, bad attacked the bold 
dragoon as he crept alcmg the shore, seeking to reinfwce the gu<- 
lisoa at Sackett's Harbour, and had been, in reality, repulsed. One of 
the savages, badly wounded, had been taken on board of the Wo1£b 
some short time before ; bat dread of the Indians had blinded the 
gaUont officer to his own suoceaa, and, without farther motestatdoi, 
be had thrown himself upon the protection of the fleet. The 
remainder of his men were soon brought on board. At tJiis time 
the commanders were at dinner. The officer* was invited to the table, 
and, im being introduced, perceiving some twinkling of fun on the 
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fitces of liie juniors, remarked: " (Jentlemeii, I confess that my 
iqq>etiratice is uncouth, but my heart is as square as any man's.*'* 

Whether the information gjren by this officer restored confidence, 
or that his deportment gave occasion for reflection, Sir George, in 
a few hours, made &esh dispositJons. At nudoight, in the dark — 
heavy ttan had come on — at a distance of some miles from the 
landing, which tbey had all bat gained some hours before, the men 
VOTe put into the boats, and directed to the shore. Colonel Bfunes 
relates that the boats were assembled at 1 a. m., in compact and 
regular order, intiinding to effect a landing before the enemy could 
line the woods with troops ; hut the darkness of the ni^t, ignorance 
of the coast, and a strong corrent had drifted the boats from their 
proper station. When day dawned ikej pulled for the proper point 
of disembarkation.* 

In the meantime the enemy had not been idle. On the first 
^iproach of the BritiBb fiotilla, the scant garrison of Sackett'a 
Harbour consisted of a few American regulars, a small force of 
Albany volunteers, and the local nulitia. They mustered two field- 
[neces, and a long 32-poander, on a pivot, surmounting Fort 
Tompkins. Colonel Saccus, of the United States army, was in 
oommand of the place. The general commanding the district, 
Jacob Brown, a respectable farmer, resided at a distance of aboat 
twelve miles from the harbour. He was immediately notified, and 
proved to be a man not unequal to the emergency. He took instant 
measores, alarmed the country, summoned the militia, and roused 
ft ^irit of refflstance, which was not diminished by the abnqit 
departure of the British fieet. By daybreak, on tiie following 
morning, all his arrangements had been made. 

The troops landed with little oppo»tion. They first encountered 



* Uem. of Dr. Jamet Richardson, D.D. 

■Beport of Oolonel BttinM, A^JntMit-Genenl, lUj 30, 1813. 
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ft bodjr (^ BuUtift, ROj^ortod by » Sdd<^oo. Thv. fona nv 
attacked vai roat«d, Oms ocoBnaeder tilled, and tlifi fi^dfiete 
ei^jtwred. The advasce, bowerw, vas ai^Uded by tli« gw m 
Fort TompkuB, wkiok inflicted loas ; bqt the la^Bjg hivri^ l^ew 
made, tiie &OQtwM fortliwith (beared of sldrvialcerB; U)d,d)i^qd 
Uto two detachmeBta, under CdIihwI Yooi^ of Um King's, aod 
Mf^or Gord<m, of the 100th, Uie ^<o<fie, ia flxo«U»at order and 
vith perfeot oonfidenco, advaacAd to oany Hie pl«!«. 

The works at gackatt's Harbour then oontuted of two Btochftd«d 
kuracke, with blodc-bouMs and defaacw oont^sted ^ logs and 
cedar pickets ; of Fort Tomrpkkia, inth it« BaUtai7 ffm i Fort F;te, 
and the dockyard defeiioes, deandod i^ utiUerj, employed in ^ 
attack on N^iagura. The Amerioau garrisoi), m addHicv to the 
force firat enomerated, consbted now of a Bwann of o^tia, fawTiQ*^ 
aasembled &oin all quartfxa, who, ovep^xuMaat tiie night belbre, 
vere not » Uttle diaconcwted by the <&aa«*d aapoet of aftuMW 
&e monnng. Litdo, had they tiu>wght~ 

That apon ntglit (o iwMt, Bach mvtal rooni should riae. 

9%e BritMi adrsnce vas an xtninteFrapted snccesa. The mffitis, 
in deainte of appeal, remonstrance and obfargMtiOTi, took to ffi^. 
!Fhe Ameneaa regdsn were brolcen and destroyed. The brare 
0<doBel Bacons, tbdr commander, waa WHad. General Brown n- 
0ehrtely,bnt hopeleaaly, attnggled to retriere '&« cGBaater. IKsmaj 
Spread os every ride, ^e officer in command of the dockyard set 
fire to the Fyke,afHgate oQ'&eatodcSjtwostnpsof warhithefaar- 
^oilf , and the BaviU store'houu, filled witft the epoila of York. Tbs 
stockaded barracks had been fired by oar troops. General Brown, 
*i:tho«t cKspan^etnenfc to Ms pereosal conduct, was prepared to 
oapitulate. The rough &rmer, freah from the jJough, had disjJi^od 
qualities which brave men admire, and older soldiera may have 
envied. 
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At tliis momeiit of undisputed tnnmph, came an order to retreat, 
iasned by Sir George Provost himself. It ia idle now to speculate 
on motiTee, to iDveat wgomenta, or disciue tbewies. The great 
fiwt is indisputable and irresiBtible. By all aocoooto, both Biitdsh 
and American, the place w at our mercy, when, iriUi the effbct of 
ft stunning and stapefyiag Mow, tta order to re-embark fell upon 
aD hearts. The men sullenly and mechanically fell in, formed, and 
retired omndeeted, frma before A dispersed and ttemonilised fbe. 
One o£ the brave colonels in command exclaimed, indignantly, in 
tiie hearing of Mr. Bi^»dMB, as he oame up fte b^'h side : " H 
he wonld but give me my own re^ment, I would yet land again, 
and have the place." 

The expedition returned toKmgstofi, oftrwhrimed with mdigBUit 
mortifieatiDn. Brave men aiid giJlaot offioeis had fidteu ; 1^ toA 
MpQtHtJfm had beon saiwificed — hoBonr itself iraperiHed, in ^ 
Mty matonnesa of iR«BOhttioa. [^ story UAA reqnireB ttt 
former comment.* 



• The ptnooal courage of Sir G«orga PtotmI Id ttw field bM ftlwaji bean 
extolled bj those who were around hU p«THn, and who knew bim be«t, and 
wbom he tniptied wtth itrAtag aftAtlOn. Oolonel Hacdonatd, an offleer whA 
bad lerTed with great diitinetlon and who eabsMiDevtlT aoqiHnd itfll mMm 
«a the Dpper LAea in 1B14, writct tbva, on tUi bead, dated KingitOB, S9tti 
ICaj, 1813. " Sir Geofge landed witli the troopi, accompanied bf Mr. Brenloa 
and mjMlf. HIb Ezcellenoy was In the thiekeit of the fire, and of eonrse had 
■one narrow eeeapet In an aotion, the muiketrj of wblcb was heaviei than 
anythiog I erer nw, except the lilt katob In Bgrpt.* 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

B«tiintoTlBO«nt«ttliaBMT(rD*m— Betta«a oa BorilngliMi Htd^U-CalDodHtiraf--' 
Stone; Craek— Britlab reUn from, ind tha Ameriouu oasapj tbelr p«itloii— Hura;'* 
phtB Ibr night attwli— The Amerlouu >iirpriwd-^D»pente llghtiiig— Americini dl>- 
pcned— Genanli Cbtndlaruid WlDdwtmkeDprbiiiun—FresentupMttaf tbegionnd 
-Old Lntheriin Chapel— Bniltl pUoe of the ilain— No memorUl ilons—Wb; nott 
Amertcuu lUl back on KUgan-^btndoii ounpi uid mppliei. 

It is witli a gntefnl sense of relief, that, following the natnral 
COOTBe of events, ve are now transported to &e apper end of Lake 
Ontario — ^to General Vincent and the retre^ing guristm of Nia- 
gara — there to record how one resolate, thongfatfol man, aay 
control &te and restore fortnne. 

Vincent had withdrawn deliberately to the position of tbe Bearer 
Dam. Here hia ontl^g detachmenta had joined him &om tlie 
south. Bishopp, on eracuating Fort Erie, had blown up that work ; 
and now the General, with the same deliberation, fell back upim 
die strong position of Burlington Heights. 

Burlington Heights, utnated about two miles to the west of tbe 
present city of Hamilton, was, in those days, a strong position. 
Modem artiUerj, however, has been very destructive to this sort 
of reputation. The area is too contracted to be of any value now. 
It is a peninsula, elevated about one hundred feet above the water 
of Burlington Bay on one ude, and the extendve Besjardins marsh 
on tiie other. It was unassailable, except by the neck of the isUi- 
muB, which was defended by field works. Here the general 
covered and munt^ned his communications, with York on his left 
rear, and with Proctor and the western divifflon of his army on hia 
right. 
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General "Vmoent had the merit of appreciating merit in otben. 
He discovered talent, made use of it, Qnd did it ample jostice. 
His despatches do honour to his scddieriy honesty. He bad by Ids 
Bide a man of rare military qualities — ^Lieut.-Col<Hiel Harvey — ^in 
after years, Sir John Harvey, K.C.B., a general officer, and 
governor of Nova Scotia. He was at this time Adjutant-General 
to the forces in the field on the Niagara frontier. He had eon- 
dncted tbe retreat of the troops from Fort George with marked 
skill and energy, and had luded his chief in taking up his present 
strong poffltion. The force, however, was weak in one important 
particular. The ammunition was reduced to about 90 rounds per 
man, without resource or means of supply. 

On the 5tii June the American army, in pnrsnit, amounting to 
2600 men, including 250 cavalry and eight guns, under command 
<rf generals Chandler and Winder, had reached Forty ISEle Creek, 
(ne of the numerous streamlets which descend from the plateau of 
magara into Lake Ontario, ^id which, in popnlar parlance, indi- 
cate ratber than define the distances between N^iagara and Hamit 
bm. The British advanced posts at Stoney Creek fell back before 
Qxem, and the enemy occupied for the night ground well known to 
the lato defenders. Vincent despatched Harvey with a small force 
to reconnoitre their position and strengtii. There is a tradition in 
the nei^bourhood that Harvey himself, having borrowed the garb 
and the waggcm of a Quaker, penetratod into the American lines, 
selling potatoes and *' taJdng notes." Those who can recall the 
commanding stature and bearing of the gallant officer, muntun 
that this was the very last disguise in which he was likely to soe- 
ceed. It is not impossible that some patriotic " friend " really 
found a good market for his produce, and valuable infonnatitm for 
Harvey, who r^dly matured his plana, and laid them brfore tbe 
general, who approved of tiiem at once, and promptiy resolved on a 
night attack. 
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Tbe fsrce d«ta3ed tea &to, on« of llie most tr^g operations In 
wftHhre, ooiurated of fire Companies of &e 8%, uid tlie whole of 
the 40tli TOgbmnti— iinisbeting 754 ^ebcks — ^onder tbe perBontl 
cbwctioQ of ^ 0«tieKd, bnt led Vp- Hurey, vhose arrangemento 
aad coodaet mre aduunMe. The Americans slept in fiucied 
seem^ on tite banks of Stoa^ Creek ; die gous were p(»ted <m 
tugt grrand on tbe left flank and centre. Hie generals occupied a 
fiun iMQse ott th^ teft flank, known as Ibefiirm hoose of old Jemmy 
Gap. Fur&ertotlieIeftiBtiB,11iegronndroseliighergvadii(dly,in)t3l, 
gtt^ diatanoeof aboBt a quarter of amile, it struck the preraptooB 
Iiffl-eide of tbe jdateau, whi^berdon &e whole road from Queens- 
ton to Hanulton. It was near oddni^ when the Britdah array 
rea^dwd &m Ametioait vateh-fires. ^Btr," whispered a yoimg 
Oaoadian cadet of t^ 49di (now Judge Jarvis, of Comwtdl)," we 
a» upon tiwan."* " Hush !" re^ed Hafvey, and, witti a sign, smt 
fiHward a sergeuit and a ffic of men. The first sentiy, a carelem 
wiAt^er — p»hape deeping-<-wa6 dMpatched. A second ibund die 
sane &t«. The tiiird fired ; aad wiHi his lAot came a shoat and a 
rash, and &e Sritish stood among &e American camp-fires. Some 
hayratetling took j^aoe, as the sleepers awoke, stnmbling ; but 3ie 
BW^vised m^ were sot dismayed. They nJlied rapidly and weB, 
aad ep^ted a deebuotive 'fire. Their gaia, too, were nnlimbered 
abd mannod. Aewasthe [K«etace in^oM daye,on soeh aventiire, 
Vb» ffints had been removed -from ^ &«looka ; and at this moment, 
staading out a strong relief, wilJi tiie camp^res aroimd and b^osd 
t^em, Ae mem were mtered to repfaoe flinte. One who was there 
de^ares tills to have bam the most trying moment of his life. l%e 
pCMon isft'riow one, aad mawf a fee f^ow ftiB w^iiout r^laei!^ 
tdi^iHtatvfl. Batth«tJa(^-iBd«teM&easoftiien^dafiedAe 
tnid. ^ degnes tbey wen tftile to Te(nn the -fin, to advanoe, . 

•NHtmtlTe of ■ " 4&th Xu," 0na bj AvoUnlNk, p. ITS. 
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aftd wiev«r ihe fla«Aiea of tlie entmy'fi mustetry. In tlte neuitittiis 
HftFve/ had de^hjbed two comtnifiieB to his right. SteaH)i9y 
Ha^ erept along the (Aope trt Hie hoi nf Hie ^^atean, smong thb 
b«e<Ai wKfds, «nveloped tlie ftrm htnise, utd eamo down, wi& 
ehmn, ob ^ enemy's left. -Surprised tiai staggered, Hie AmeH- 
cans Btdll behaved brare?^. Ptimung in Rna31 detached bDdieB,apipa< 
rently withoat concert or comttumd, thtyfoaght on, until forced by 
the bayonet to diitpsru. Generab Winder and Chandler w«« talcw. 
ii) their qoarters. 3%^ bad made thMBB^ves conrfwtaUe &r the 
D^;bt. Wit^ tbe two ^eB«als,the British eaptured three gam, «» 
howitzer, «ad ibrwi ixaobnis, and a^t 100 officen and mw.* 
The conteri, though -short, bad baas rery Bangiiirtuy. The Amerir 
can lees ia slain was- lar^e ; but the wildi^vwal of tlie Bridsh mad« 
it difficult to aseertaiti niuabuv. That of the Bri^h, in killed and 
woooded, amounted to 160 mea. CumuaJly enough, <i}eneial 
Vincent lumeelf was lost, in. tiee bu^, during the night, and waa 
(»)ly picked up by a swt o£ military "hue and cry," in the 
monuog. The AA^wan ^aera]a were lost irretrievably. Thejr 
army came back in the morning to recover them ; but, finding that 
their antagonists had dffcaiap^ wit^i ^e " apolia opuna," concluded 
to decflwp too, and never drew rein, u«r breath, until they foand 
titetnaelres safe within th« works of Fort Geocge- 

The scene of their explcula waa, in tke year 1813, but little 
removed from forest and farm land^in 1^ first stagea of cultivation. 
It is now a garden. It is pleasant on ^ui early ^ring morning, 
to paunter over the field -of this Budni^t conflict, inhaliitg the in- 
cense of the apjile orchards and peach blossoms, listening to the 
last cry of the why>iKKir'willi, vetuing to its d^ dreams, and yafoa- 
bg to note «aeit 'qtdt <f bitanM, whvA tike soatie maemm va»^. 
pQiMo«tte4lntii£oir*fteye. !nte««,iB vtifi se«t thb oM Geman 
or Ijtitiheraa place of wot^Mp, >stova with age, and deserted now, 

■ VinetaV* Deapsteh, JMk, llHi 
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bearing on its wind-worn tambets, the ballet holes of Ha contest; 
and in an angle of lite primitiTS fence, hard by, may be discovered, 
amid tall weeds and overban^g ottacas, a p\6 of stones, a has^^ 
haddled cairn, — all tliat exists to mai'k the spot where rest tlie 
remains of the brare men who perished in that midnight &ay. 
There they lie, heaped together, &iend and foe, 
-4n one ted buriAl blent. 

Surely Uiis is a reproach to the laud ! Can neither iuen nor means 
be found to erect a ample monument to memories which belong to 
" les brave* de tovte% let nation*"* before the &ail land-ma^ 
of &e spot itself have passed away for ever t Can not the great 
omksion be amended yet ? Twenty dollars, — ^to reduce &e propo- 
sition to lie most practical bearing,— would suffice to supply a 
mmple stone, in the style of the memorial placed to mdicate where 
Brock fell. The date, and a brief reeamnendation to the pious 
care of the people of the surrounding country, would secure its 
maintenance and protection. 8a<di a stone should mark every 
battle field in Canada ; and all might bear the same truthful and 
noble motto : 

Siite viator, hnnain e«lctti. 

On the withdrawal of tbe British troo^ the battle field at Stoney 
Greek was, as before sud, for a short space, re-occupied by tlie 
Americans under Colonel Bums, a cavalry officer, upcm whom tlie 
command had devolved. He merely remained long enou^ to 
destroy the tents which bfld been left standing, and to bom a 
quantity of stores. He then rajndly retired to the protecliou of the 

* In k qiiet CorneT oT the obarohrud at Oenuippei, In the ihads of a 
Dow-^nnrn battieu, li the (Imple tomb of 6«ii«Tal Dsbemie, eUlu in tlw 
Tillage, at the doot of the " Three Ktagi,'' bj a Blaok Braniwlok trooper, an the - 
ereniag orWaterloo. HJi vidow and orphan! record that thej have created 
tfaU monament to the memorj' of a brave soldier and a good man, and leave It 
to the ufbgnard ■■ da iraoti dt tdtitt U$ aotiiMU." The band wosld wlUier 
which eoold deMcrato thai atrao. 
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lioes of Fort George, tboagh in exeoatmg ^aa manoeuvre he was 
intercepted, and suffered much. On their adraace the Americans 
had been accompanied, along the lake ahore, by a flotilla of boats, 
and batteauz. Bums fell back upon this support, and embarked 
his wounded, and such of his men as had not yet got under cover, 
and was slowly creeping^isrn A« «<Wt te the place &om whence he 
oame, — when, on the 8th June, Sir James Yeo, who, by this time 
tad beoooe maoter of te owe iso9«n«^B and had get out ctf 
Sn^ton, appeared in the offing ; intelligence frojon the ^ore had 
lll^rised hiu of Ha sti^ «f tUngs, aoA ot iitt poai^oD of the 
mwmy ; and Richardson* dwe^ with saiJorly Japatjenee on die 
perversity of a calm which aisfliboied ^r^y ireflsd «f the B<|n«(lron, 

Ab idle as a painted gfaip, 

Opan a pofartcd ocean. 

At length a breese sprung up, and th^ sqaadcoa cV>aed in with tb^ 
shore, cutting off the twelve rearmost boai^ of tlie Ameiic^ 
flotilla, laden with valuable supplies and stores. Perceiving ap 
enciunpmeut in the woods qq the beach, the Oommodore diseatbarke^ 
m the slupe' boats two companies of regn]arp under Major E.vai» 
of the 8th Re^ment, This active officer landed, and in the eveti- 
ing having been reioforced by two compuuea from Burlipgbi^ 
Heights, under Colonel Bishopp, the second deserted Ameri.cap 
encampment was entered- It was in a state of conflagration at ^e 
tipie, but the captors saved &om the flames 500 tents, 140 barrels 
of Sour, 100 stand of arms, anuniinition and oth^r articles of .a 
very acceptable charactfir. Thus did this very gallant Euq)loit of 
Harvey free the wbde Peniasola feom the mvader, and Uirew th^^i 
hfck upon the mere ed$« of the frontier, with a deep and ifif^ 
trerous riyer in their retar, between tt^m and tieir aupporta flfld 
■applies. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

KewAmerfom BntorpiJN. Attampt on the BskTer Dam Foit Koble darotlini of Hn. 
8eMrd. H«r Adveatarw— B«<U!beB Deoa'i hoiue In m^tj, Fitxglbbon. BcBntlCrV 
AdTUice— Attacked by the Indluu—Beiobes Thorold. Fnteent ispect of Tborold. 
Wdlud CuU. Himllton Menltt. CM. John Clmike. Old Ibuo EeUy— MUtU ftttaA 
on Bcentlw— He mrrenden to Fit^Ibboii. Hary Beeord tb« real Hentlne. Prtnoelj 
generority of the FriDM of Waka. Uent. Fltiglbbon— Hla oueei— A UUitaty Knigbt 
ofWIndioi. SMoTjalOioS^ai^UM. ABertcle. 

Kor was this all. One bold and sacceBsftil feat of arms infosed 
morale, and inspired amoilier. On the retreat of the Americaji 
force, Yincent had been followed np, and established his outposts 
at Hs old poBitioo, the Beaver Btun. Decaa's house was occupied 
as a depot for stores. It was guarded by a small detachment of 
the 49th, about 30 men, under lieut. fltz^bbon. Htz^bbon was 
one of the paladins of tlie war, a man of nerve and enterprise, of 
mneb vigour of character and great personal ptrength. An incident 
cbaxacterifitic of the man bad occurred on the spot. On taking up 
bis ground at the Beaver Dam, he had driven out the Americfoi 
jucbets. Attemptdi^ to intercept Uiem he encountered alone at 
the bafik door of Decau's house two of the enemy, each armed witb 
' a musket and bayonet. Both charged upon him. f^tz^bbcm 
grasped the musket of the more advanced man, and by miuti 
itrength threw bim upon bis fellow, wbose musket he also grappled 
with the other hand, and although both struggled desperately, he 
' -as resolutely held on, until bis men came to his aid, and his antago^ 
justs surrendered. 

Snob was tbe.QUiQ to ifhoiQ on tin lughtof t^e 28rd June iliere 
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fiMae a wamiag in8[»red by woman's wit, and coayeyed widi more 
duut female energy. The oommandant of Niagara, chagrined by 
reverses, and anxious to reasaure his own people, resolved to beat 
op the Bridsh qoarters, to attack Decaa's house, and destroy the 
depot of stores, ^e surprise d ttus onipost would have led to 
fiirtiier surprises ; and to an <^cer, inspired with half the enter- 
prise of Harvey, would have opened the way to Suriington Heists, 
^e outpost was witliiii striking distance, and exposed. The 
Adventure was promising. He ordered, therefore, lieut.'-Colond 
Boerstler of the Ui^ied States Army to prepare for this service, 
rajudly and secretly. He was in command of the 14th United 
States Infantry, one 12 and one 6-pounder field guns, with am- 
Bianiti<m vtiggna, &o. — a few cftvaliy and volunteers — amountuig 
altogeUier to 673 men. 

In desinte of aU precautions, rumonis of the intended expedition 
eked out, and reached the ear of Jtoes Secord, a British militia 
soldier, who resided at Queenstou, then within the American lines. 
He had been badly woumied the preceding aatunm at Queenstos 
Heights, and was a cripple. He hobbled home to his wife vith 
the news. The pair were in consternation ; they were loyal Cana- 
,dians — their hearts were in the cause. If the design succeeded ; if 
^tegibbon was surprised; de Haren in the rear would follow. 
Burlington Heights might be carried, and their countiy would be lost. 
Mrs. Mary Secord, the wife, at t^e age of 88, stall lives iii tiie village 
(rf* Chippewa, to teU the story, aad wakes up into. young life as 
die does so. What was to be done, fltagibbon mnst be warned. 
The husband in his crippled state could not move, and moreover oo 
man could pass the line of American sentries. She spoke out, she 
would go hendf, weald he let her ? she could get past the sentries ; 
.she knew the way to St David's, and there she could get.guidanoe. 
She would go, and put her trust in Qod. He consented. At tiiree 
.JB tiie monung she was up, got ready the chjldren's break&st, and 
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tridng a arttckeraod onpof ODAe,BtBrt«dafterdi^bretk. 1^)ium 
left eatSst #onld lure &rt)«Bed m^tnoD. Her fint difieuli^ wia til» 
Am^rieabaiimicwlBeatty. Heff»lnurdto{)eaiiiifit,biatBhepwited 
to hut own &«& b^dbgB a Ifttt^ in adtaaee «f his post, in^tsd 
Aat liie mto grang for m^ ; toll hoii he ooidd ffaUJl h(», ftnft ^ 
iUowed to puk em. 9m did udk « coft, wtieh ms twj' eoMrary^ 
saA irdold pes'^ in iBoring otnruds to tlie edge of tite oppoiite 
boahes, into tAnch both riis sod tlte c«« diuippearod. Onee oid ctf 
i^t, Ae paebed on rajudl^. She knew the tmy fln- milM, Imt 
fear Toae ^AtbiiL her, in dec^ito of Iiei«6lf, and what " seand " ^ 
isost was th« cfistaot orj (^ Ae wolf,' — the j wer^ ^tondant in Uwsft 
itya ', sad hnee she eneoantored a r^eanake,'— they are not iffi* 
flrvqaent «TeB botf. 6h» did not dsra uut^for Awsi, w Aie ImMr 
tliey would nin &om a atiok or a stoae, and ^y did nSt wait fyt 
my sooh ekoitsna. At kngtii ^ reaohed a brook, ft was T«ry 
bot, wd '&e watto refreshed her, bat rtie Ittd acim* £ffie«dt^ Ift 
9rci8^. At last ^ fboBd a log, tad 8h<M% aftft gtft to &6 
■flL 13ie ttSigr't wife was an (M fiiend, ood Med to dimaaJ6 
barfroin gmng«n. Spokn fS the dang«r,^ke of liw oUldl^^ 
41ie hM waa a eora triad, for she waa weury wid tfaou^tfU, bM 
Hie thing had to be done, so 9bA vas resoliarte, and having rMtod 
mA re&eebed, proceeded on. Her noxft trotdtte tras tfae ^ti(& 
Artlying sentiy, but she adtsa ro-awared ika and he aoM b«r M, 
with a kind wrad, wariiiAg her to beware d tbe IblUaiiB. VSb 
<* soared" her agUBjbvt die i^a« scared slffl)Aii>n,irb«i 1^««db- 
li^ cf libe ietA bnuuAu nnder bet- fbotMepa roused froa tha^ 
florerapaiif ofredAiu. 3^ oldaf^wboteitspxa^ tohi^Uli^ 
otm&ontsd her, and d«DUiiided, "Wwtuta I WhU^;r*» trtutr' HA "^ 
0lfaAa y^ed " awfbl." The«hiefi^«HcedfiMli't(iA:lft'hud. SlA 
Md him, It bnoe, Qiat ibe wtatect to to« MiqWN)^ Dd ifli9>. 
'> Ah," aakl the Indiali, "toe gowith yoo," sndinthaftnr wMb 
«» Ibb pwiple, w4k> remaikied, he aoDoo^ided U«r tvSUq^dAiflli 
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fMrters, yr^tii nhfi. zcootied «]»oat oinfi on the etmHtg of tihe aSrd. 
^ few irenU BOffoed to^etiadf bin. He sost cd^, forthwith, to hii 
^tajor d« Bvrt*} ui the n»r «nd nude bis own. praparalieBH. Ku 
(ciwtd fiiianls in a bna hwue a«u, Stf ia liu»« i&ya every boi^ 
fceew eT(«7 body, ^e d^: " right oS^" for ihe liad joaroeyed aa 
^t tweoty mlM^ and wf^y, Qod. be prusod. 

la the BMSiitime tlw Aaierieaa ezpadition had sleaSy twaiabied 
4t I*Qct George, aad within a few h<ran zapidly followad on her 
(Mtstqu. At twelve of bfiae lu^t in Jane, they had tskea op 
thw fow of laai^ CO St. Davids, aad at dayhreitk okae apoa 
KVT fUld Ub iBdiaaB, alnady on their gaud, aad keenly expeo* 
teat. !I^ey oniaberad alxrat tbir^ wamois, if c^wks, idtiefly of 
the (Jraad Birer ; hat Kerr »aw, at a glance, the inKtffioienoy ef 
bis force to refflst, and had recourse to Indian tacticB, to retard 
And harass the enemy and to spread alarm to remote posts. He 
direv himself tiierefore, at oiuse, oa the r^w aad flask of &.e 
Anieriwis, and opened a desultory fire. 

The Americans, tiirowing oat ^haj^hoeten m veply,B^U pr^fid 
forwards, but the Indians were neither to be repoked nor shaken qSL 
The track through the forest was nurow «nd broken. Tbe gons 
fad store waggons deCled slowly ^ the frqnt. The yells ftnd t^Q 
rifles of the savages nmg ia the rear. A bo^r #f the wtiT-whop^ 
liung then on the naUonal coqscieace, ^d sensational stories, % 
'die most part, had the ,u3qt|l effect of »u<:h stimulants w npr^Q 
4Uid brain. 

Boerstler jmd his men had emerged from &a forest into ah 9p^ 
•pace, a dewing close by the pzeseot TJUage of Thorftld- Th«r 
gwS) ^aggOPS] wd other euciimbra^wseaj bad reached a hollow ^ 
me road, OTerhung by a bank clad with beeches. Tkis hollow 
forms now a basin of the Welland Canal. The spot, which then 
nng vritit tile outcries of tiie combatants, now resounds with the 
ttam of indostiy, and tbe working chaont of the sailor' 
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From this point of view, at the present day, to the right an* 
left, may be seen for mileB — at the eame Beaaon of the year — ao 
unintem^ted line of lake craft — ship? nod brigs,. brigaatiDea and 
aohooner?, steamers and pn^llers — bearing testimony to the geiun» 
and peraeveranoe of another of tiie men of 1812, who frithin tiie'' 
last few months has gone to his rest. Hamilton Merritt, IT. E. L.^ 
commanded in his yoath a corpe of cavalry, diBtbguished in ereiy 
fray on Qie Niagara frontier. In mature years lie designed th<f 
WeUand Canal, which nnites Lake Erie with Lake Ontario. By 
dint of rwolutiou he Bonnoiuited the prejudices and the difficulties 
which surrounded the onderti^ing ; died at a good old age, full 
of such honour as Canada can confer ; and will live in the gratitadd 
of &t(H% generations. 

Si monumeDtoin reqairig, clrcimiBpica L 

It is a curious commentary on &e proverbial versatility of th» 
popular breeze, that the promoters and advocates of the Welland 
Canal were pnnisBed by thefr constituents for the part they took in 
advancing this great design, and at the next election lost their 
seats in parliament. Colonel John Clarke, of St. Catherines, one 
of those to whom this record owes much, relates with pride that 
he was honoured by this penalty. A few years — the progress 
of the enterprise, and the surpii^g mcrease of prosperity to 
idiich it gave rise, brought about the usual reaction, and the 
distinguished member was restored to his seat by triumphant aoclft^ 
mation.* 

In the hollow, below' the beech ridge, where the war-whoop of 
the Ini^an has now ^ven place to the shriek of the steam-whistlo'^ 



■ OoUnel John Clarke iru one ef the earl; pioneers of the NUgan DIstrlcL 
He died in 1B62 at St. Catherines, 0. W., at an adranced age. His aarriTing 
daughter ii the wiA of WUUav KcOiTeriD, Ss%., 8 J>.P. 
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BoBrstler found a fresh foe. I^m the wood above, oa the hiD-ude, 
came, the ring of the mililia musket ; and the echoes of the forest 
multdplied the reports and the fears thej created. 

Old Isaac Eellj, bom and raiied on 48 Thorold, a septoagen- 
arum, hale and hearty, who still lives not a mile from the spot,- 
tdls bow, when he was a boy of 18, and was in the act of " hitching 
iqi" his horses for &e plough, he heard the firing in the wood, and 
die outcries of the Indians ; how he ran to his two brothers, both 
ajeld ; how the three got their muskets — thej were all militia- 
men — home, to put in a crop ; how, led by the sounds, they crossed' 
the ooontry to &e beech grove, meeting eight or ten more by the 
way, suddenly roused, like themselves ; how, from behind the trees, 
tliey opened fire im the Americaa train, and on the gnns, wHoh 
were then unlimbering, to the rear ; and how the Americans, more 
worried and bothered than hurt, changed their position, and took 
up ground in David Millar's apple orchard. 

In the meantime, Fitzgibbon had taken rapid measures. Major 
de Haren, of his re^pment, was at some distance in the rear, with 
three companies, cantoned near where St. Catherines now stanch. 
An estafette, borne by James Cummings of Chippewa, one of th« 
still surviving veterans of that day, had put this force in motiouj 
Ht^bbon himself was under arms, and on the way, attracted by 
the firing. 

Suddenly he came upon the head of the enemy's column, and 
foond all confusion. The men were scared out of their senses. 
Xhe officer in command had lost his head. Fitz^bbon made the 
most imposing display possible of his 30 men ; and advanced at 
Mice with a white handkerchief. He found Boarstier ready for a 
parley, Fitzgibbon stated who he was — his rank ; that he com- 
muided a detachment of British troops ; that his commanding 
officer, de Haren, widi a large reinforcement, was close by ; and 
by a judicious disposition of his men, and some pasnng allusion to 
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bi« ooftteeftiir iBduna'H^Kkfl Btdusoa Crane, vbes ht Mifi- 

iiDagLD&tioD of his £»> 

Boen&ir w$fl in a '*Sx." Xfae ii^am yaSsd liMixB;; tfie 
gulituk^AQ fired vitbout iMmfianetioQ; the nd ><n*ta in fiMt 
barred the ^nj ; & large retn&nmnent mm n tbeir jrsar — be wwy 
^ fadtv ^DTOundsd abd She wild beasto dmen i&to ut Afticw 
<K«iil; Ite and bisjiiBn wwe bemlderad b^ aorm^ and i^Ue «E 
fiMr. He t«^ but ^»ri time to ddU)€aiate. He sarxmieni «« 
4Bee — hituB^ ikod hia whde feroe. 

Tbe BonreDdw was embturaning. ^k^iixaa trBO, in &ct, nmif 
caught by his «ira oaptlved. He did not iax& Aow hia mttka^^ 
He kneffTQottfeiMiitberef &e Lidhan; bnA be did know Aat 1^ 
wUtia fonie wftS ssant in&Md. " Wh^y lir," sirjn Isaac E^, 
" whoa be gave in, we did not know what to do viiik luia : it ^ww 
like catching the elephant." 

Hb^bon had preaoiuie of ndndeqiul to tlie tmmgeaey. Iha 
Aserioui officem wera eaUed togetboTr and a mpttdlation frattiMl 
Mtd penned. In the uoeaBtime de Haran haHtened (n,aad aoaie^ 
me the oapitalaitt(a ligned, vhtm he come t^> vith 2(M} b^aoatt 
at his back. 

The Aianioaai fcRK, wUeh nnendanid, emaated «f S4Q wta, 
two field guns and ammunition waggons, and the coloms of A* 
14& United ^atu regiment. 

The hennne oS this aduevetaeak, andar Pnmdenee, was ISjuy 
StaxoA, wbese aasie is ibseparabla £^ua the st«^.* When Ifc* 



* "1 io herebj MrHty thM Un. Secord, the wifb of James Seooccl of 
tftjpp«m, Ssqnirc, did, la Iti tnouth of Jilne, 1813, itulk ftom ber hOOM tb 
Hu -rUlag* of St. bavlcTi to Deewa's honse, In Tbtitold, ij ■ eircvltdtM-MBta 
ef aboot 20 mites, pwtir thiaogb iUa woods, to «ctMlBt na ttmt tbe raMtf 
Itttented to attampt, b; suTf^iBe, to capture a detachment of the 49th Bcgt, 
HMD nndar my command, the hariDg obtained inch koowledge Giom good 



fHboe «f 'Wtim vlfl st Niagara, he a«*r the oH kdy, and frsn 
ht^own lipB httsri &« fale ; And 'letuuiiig, aalMeq«e«%, Oat h«r 
ftrtKuke cBd not eqml hw fame, fae seat ber, BKWt (lelieat^ aad 
iMtt gr&«efa&jr, tke BUm «t «iw fawtdred gmmMs. God Uem yttt 
ftr ijto, is 1^ w^iMaen flf ev«7 honMt "OaouUBJi heatt. He Is 
Us fiaotber'e own mq. 

1I%e ^lief &cUir, on 1^ 24th idaj df jane, 181S, Colonel Jamn 
Fttt^jfamt, sM hres ftt *^ advaa«0d Age of ei^ty-tfaree ; aaA 
deteanda mme fbrther notice. 

He was the eoa of a &niier'-4iad tits adfWitage of a Gttie ea^ 
6^cati(»i, and acqdrtd a fbndraaBB for teadiag. His fiaaeion tft 
Whs was iirenBt^e. At «eveiiteeD years oi age he eidiated ; uid 
ttie same day, 2S& Oet. 170^ was Biade a eergeast. At &e ^;e 
of tweaty-«ike he was aj^xwuted Sergflaat-Majw.* He served b 
B«Iand, and before Ct^Uhagen, whwe ttie 49^ acted as marines. 
Be was a^xnnted to alt enmgney and adjutantoy, tmd ctuse to 
Gatiada. In 1809 he saeceeded to a Uenteaanvy ; and re^gneS 
Ha adjutaacy to commsAd a mn^ detachment in the fitdd. His 
•KploHs at ^e Beaver I>aia gave him his oom[)aiiy. He &m roes 
by dint at meFitorioos service, -at a :^e ifhen 0(HDiBis8i<»» and 

antfaoritj, u the erent prOTSd. Mrs. Secord wua peraonof aligbt and delicate 
frame, and made the effort Id weather eicesBiTelj Warm ; sad I dreaded, at ths 
ttew, that she mast BU(t^ In IhbIUi in censequeBce of fkfi^H and auietj, ifaa 
iMTing ba«n liptMd totUn^ec ftom tt» raeiaj', (hmgh whan liM of cooips* 
■isaUon liie bad tofMi. The attanptwu made on D17 datAcbntent bj tipi 
•Demy ; and his detachment, consisting of npwards of BOO men, and a field* 
pteee, and ttO dragoons, wire captnrsd In eongeqaeace. I write this eartlflcste 
ia a moment of mnch huny and from memotj, and It b therefon thus brief. 
(Signed,) Jakis Fitsqibboh, 

Formecl; Lient 4Bth Segt." 
Oivn ferAoohlnled^ p. l!I^bntl[n.S«BOId poweMMthe ortKiDa],I>M.US3. 

* Horgan'a Oelebratcd Oanadiant, p. 193. 
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promotioD were not so fireelj given to deserving men as they are 
now. He was noted for hia soldierly aspect, for Eihrewd wit, and 
fiir pluck wbicli would t^e no denial. On t;his, and on all other 
oooasions, during the war, Fitz^bbon made his mark. He waa 
once authorised to nuse an independent company — a corps of 
ei^ans perdu* — fighting being looked npon as bis especial privilege. 
It was to be composed &om the line regulars. All volunteered ; 
and the embarrat da choix was the cUfficulty of the organization.* 

At the close of the war he settled in Canada ; and filled niany 
offioee of honour and emolument, under the government. His laet 
appointment was that of Clerk to the Le^slative Council. He 
retired on a pension, and returned to his native land, where, in 
just appreciation of his services, he was made a MiUtary Knight <^ 
'Vf^dsor. The career of fltz^bbon is the counterpart of nmaber- 
leea others in Canada. Soldiers, from the ranks, stud and embellish, 
ud enrich the soil ; tJieir sons are the most honoured in the land ; 
tlie exertions of the fathers have become the inheritance of the 
children ; and their success is an example of what the honesty 
earnest British soldier, true to himself and his Queen, may achiflTe, 
and add, thereby, to the long list of uaefiil citizens and good men 
who have " risen from the ranks " of their incomparable service.f 

It may be pleasing to his surviving contemporaries — it may be 
profitable to Canadians generally — to know something of the haven 
the old soldier came to. It is natural that men in these remote 
regions should be curious about &e " Military Knights of 
Windsor." The enquiry is often made. This institution is aa old 



■A"Qreea1Tn''<pregnmedtobeJudgoJftTTia),giT«Db7Anchmiech,p. 118. 

\ Since the abore wag written, our old friend haa gone to hit rest. An 
Bngliab paper brieB^ anaoaaces "on the lithlXec. lSB3,at his residence in tb« 
Lower Ward, Windsor Oastle, at the ndvanced age of 83 rean, Colonel Junei 
FiUgibbon." 
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as tliiit of die Kiu^ta of ike Qarter^ — indeed it is one year o 
for it was foonded bj King Edward the Third, in the Weaiy- 
■Mond year of his reign. The Order of the Garter was created 
IB Uie next year, A.D. 1349 ; and vas inaogorated on St. George's 
day, 2drd April, at Windsor Castle, as declared by the Black 
Book, or Statutes of the Order, " for the reward of virtue and the 
iiiqnt>yement of military valour."* The same chiralrous spirit 
insfnred the inferior order of the iGlitary Enighte. In the days 
iriien a complete lance Gonsisted of the panoplied knight and his 
fire men-at-arms ; in the days of eiqvireg and baa chevaliera, (paw 
damped into " bachelor,") endowments were made by monarohs and 
mi^ty men for tiie support of retainers, whose age, whose servicesr 
and whose wounds demanded that prorisuMi which their own means 
oonld not supply. Such are British institutions. " J)ate ohobim 
SeUtario" was the doctrine of the mongrel desoendanta of repub- 
Bcan Borne. The Order of the Military Knights of Windsor was 
instituted in 1348, by our Edward the Third, for the support of 
twenty-four worn soldiers, " who had distinguished themselres in 
the wars, and had afterwards been reduced to strata." On death, 
or vacancy, the appointments are supplied by the crown. The 
muled warrior has been succeeded by the veteran of modem days. 
In unchangeable England, the change is only one of costumed 
Each member enjoys a small annual stipend, and the advantage of 
a residence in the Towers of the Lower Ward, and in the connecting 
curtains, which, in modem parlance, might be called casemates. 
These residences are peculiarly suited to old soldiers with small 
means. The only service required, is the attendance of a certun 
number daily, at the relif^ns offices tn St. George's OhapeU 
where they occupy stalls at the feet of the Knights of the Garter, 
wearing long, dark blue doaks, with a scarlet collar, and a Maltese 



• Wlndww udBtoD, bj Kdw. J«Mf, 1841, p. M. 
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«nm, of Hce Mkar, on tils 1^ riunildw. Hoe, umd ^ n^ta 
Mid mwoda of modem mufua (tu tlw' QuijkIs of the Borereigk 
|IM»A« diQy lMA»e tiieir wiadowA) ; inrnnuulcd by id tiie aiacMM' 
MooE. of fmula] gcsadeqr, witb tke cofbetUs and ntMhioo^ead if 
<h« Koman Ooaqneiw nbwa IbMa ; oader shadow of that maaow 
kMp~tlM old Eotmd Toww^-feota lAence flMti di^y the toytl 
ataqdafd (rf Baglaad ; -with the q^aai carvmgi. and flerid traeiiiy 
«f St. Qeaege'g C^spA bafora their ^o, ezistB t»S& a soble u^ 
totion of <M«i ikijB, mil -worthy of the iin^&tuHi id yonngeir 
■wiatriea, ans aboudast ia reeoBroei ^^«able to neh eadewt 

And k), at tiu momcait, as it before the waad of an encbai^Ar* 
tiwa, by daw iagMea, atng^ing widi the mnia «£ aumary, a 
vUoB of tbe past, f oit^ yean and moce »^tw, i^ea fifa ww 
ymug and firaib mi mom, 

■ the deWf tnOTB, 

Wlih^hmtb alt InMua *nd with oheekall Uoom, 

we can well recall now the £giu:e of t^ aged maof who duly l(>d 
by one who loved lim well, took his seat in a Boiiqy nook of .tt|e 
y(til, liard by the WincheBter Tower, on that noble tejrace wMch 
<9>nunands the fineet yiew in all En^aad. Alas I to him, tlie winding 
river, mi tiie Ibocas elump, and the spire of Qew^r ; or nearer 
«till, the boqr town, and the bridge, aiul the an^a on the end of 
tlie " Cobber," tussling with, some reluctant barbel ; or the BhadoiQT 
§lpp$a ;beIow Jum, or the aatlered deer beyond ; or further still, 

VhoM aittut BidM*, thoM BKtiqoo tovwf, 
WUeh •romi' tta wakwr (Me, 

£ton in aQ its monastic pride — was but as a sealed book, a pctnre 
tamed to ttie waH. For, at the storming of Port Erie, some wild 
Indian fortresa, away in the back woods of Canada, yeaiB before, be 
bad lost his t*«nMa li^ UMt»d,byaa«q)Wiaigmagaiine, — 
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here, in the glad sonehine, day after day, did the old soldier love 
to mt and tell of savage Bights, and scenes of fiery fight " 'mid 
utree vast and deserts idle," while we boys — ^we were two then — 
fistened with gajnng detight to the fine veteran, who " raiang 
lus oghtleas balls to heaven," poured forth the gratitode of his 
beurt to his Ood and to his king, gathering from the fiilnesa of 
that gratitude, light and gladness, when all else was daric arooBd 

Ahl bappjIullBl ahl plsMingslMdul 

Ahl iiUsbdoredtandtil 
www ^'CB 'mfiMSnbsM 'oUraboofl MhtjcA^' 

AKtramKor yet to pktli. 

StAne TxM fUriiittaeta dbMA 
Vbe limits of their little ccign, 
And unknown ngioni d«re cUia^. 
am, M tb^ roB tiny laoktabiDd.7 
ner1lMrftT0tAte'ati»ritiM. 

Vale. 
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CHAMBR XV. 

Oenerml de Rottenbiirg moMedi G«nenl ytnsenV-Dnrbors retlrM— Bo^d la MmBulAd tH 
Fart George— AmnfoMi Fnmtter expowd to Mteok— Colonela Blihapp uid Cl>rk— 
Cl»rk'« eueei— Huardoaa »nd snoeewfiJ fbny on Fort SohloBSOr— Btabopp, emnloni 
of giUant deeds, mMuks Black Book— Black Bock, now and then— Biehopp luid»- 
Deltaata Oe enemr— Capture! the plaoe— Gmenil Poitei ralUn tbs Americans—The 
Brltiah attacked tn turn— Biihopp wODnded to death— Hla worthf careariaBoropeand 
Canada— Inflnenoe over the Tolunteen— The Amerlcaui enlist the Indluu — Ixke 
Ontario — Commodoro Channoey attacks Bhrlliigton H^ghte— Falls— Again Backs York. 
Sir Jamea Yeo pniTOkea ths pommodare ont of Niagara— Twa American sohaonen 
fbnndersd- Two taken— Uore expected from Teo very ineonaidentely- Yea did hla 
daty thonghtflilly sod weD- From Ontario to Lake Ctuunplain— Escapade at Gon 
Creek on the St. I«WTaioe— Death of Capt HOne— Snppllea how ftiniished— How lnn» 
ported in winter and mmmra^Talne of the Gommiwatfat-'Sir William Boblnmn— 
Commlnartea in Canada— Isaac Window Cluks— Hit oaieer— Bateaoz Brigades. 

Shortly after the a&ir of the Bearer Dam, and eail; in Jnljr, 
Major General de RoUenburg succeeded Major General Sheaffe as 
Iiieut,-GoTemor of the Upper Province ; and as such took the 
oommand of the troops &oin the hands of Major General Vincent. 
About the same time General Dearborn, harassed in mind and 
body, withdrew from the command of the American armj ; and 
the defence of Fort George and Fort Niagara, and of so much 
Canadian ground as the American soldier stood on, derolred on 
General Boyd.* 

An American army of 4000 men iras in fact cooped np within 
the lines of Fort Gborge, on the Britash aide of the river, constuitly 
on the ju» vivt, a mass of dissatisfied, harassed men, difficult and 
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coetly to feed and supply, and cut off from iiieir own shores by 
the River Kiagara. Ab has been before said, they held but a 
aelrage of the coast, and were unsafe beyond their advanced senbies ; 
the upper portion of the frontier, on the river, was occupied by 
tfie British, fuid the impoMc concentration of troops below, denuded 
tiie- coast above, and invited incursion. From the Falls of Niagara 
tip to the village of Bn^o, the, then, line of defence was open to 
attack by small parties, who could select their point of landing, and 
who were handled by enterpriang officers. Chance had thrown 
together on the frontier two soch men, congenial spirits, laent.- 
Oilonel Bishopp, of the British Army, and Iiieat,-Golonel Thomas 
<7]&rk, of the 2nd lincobi militia. Clark, a Scotchman by birth, 
was an Indian trader, and forwarder of goods to the western hunt- 
ing grounds, a member of the firm of Street & Clark. The 
Indian trader is a soldier half made. The conductor of a brigade 
of boats into the Indivi territory must be able to command men. 
In lawless and remote regions tiiat command ia only yielded to 
personal character. IJke the baron of feudal days, the leader to 
be obeyed, must possess strength, must d«play prowess, must show 
that he has nerve as well as br^ ; and yet t^e highest quahties of 
-brun are taxed to counteract rival traders, and defeat the deadly 
wilesofthe capricious savage. Promptitude, watchfulness, patience, 
f£ cold, fatigue and hunger, foresight and forethought — quali- 
ties essential to the success of an Indian trader— constitute an 
unalgam wluch moulds tiie soldier. From the first outbreak of 
the war, Clark was foremost in frontier fray. He had acquired ihe 
confidence of his men, and obtuned the cordial co-operation of 
those who, like Bishopp, nnderstood volunteers, a&d Could appreciate 
Ihe merit of the extemporaneous soldier. On the night of the 4th 
July, while tJie Americans were celebrating the anniversary of theb 
independence, Clark, who had noted their wetness or tiieir improvi- 
'denoe, collected about 40 of his militia, and crossed the river from 
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dLi^emt to Fort fidilMMff^ oelsbratod in ^er yeuB M Aft sc«Be«f 
lha««ptai»of11w O&rolJMStaaimw. lib tile fatoirhidibe&l ho^ 
tbaee ]mfe «eB were flzpuHd, for tts a w a d ai^ ut uaUiGky ehot, «c > 
diBaM«dow, Bii^hVTO doonudbofttaade9ewt&tbelwiliagn[Hdx 
fend tbe moating «^arMt. TImj laaded, bosdver, uaobB««T«d, 
■upiiaed tke w(v][, «all«d a fiirt, «ad ca^bmd the goaod tliMt 
statiooed. They BMundaeveralBtaBdof ams, aqnutti^ofaauiKk- 
Utioa, (ue brus 6-pOHndeF, and a larga store of provisiona, mi 
nUi this bo9^ and fiAe«a -pmoam* r«taniied m aafet^ U> tLs 
ObnadiaiL wide. Jamee CasuningB, of Cbifpewa, al«o engaged ia 
&s Indiaa tnda ai tint tisu, nooiKBpaiiued the espeditKiu Jt 
is ^astDit to receive frem Ae U^ c^ one wini took part in tbMD 
soourreaeea, aai vko «t 73 ea^ja all the vigoor of ndddk ago, « 
robtion of the exeit^ iacidsste, and luurJureadth escfq>es, orw 
i^h honor fuid 'wild glee caat a strange aud ^lastljr glamoiur, 
i^ra mem laughed and oiied ia ttie same breath, and forgot ml 
:the pBifflng atnig^ vitii hoiling «ddy or deaperatie foe, bot^ tbe 
|»st aud tb^ fidsara Ji is necesrai^ to bear these leoitals hefiaw 
we caa reaHu, or indeed uadantsBd, Om umuHfiDce and extent af 
HiesQ daogera, or the in^Terenoe vitii which, xhen fast, ^xe j neiS 
K^aided. fiat Biahc^ fired ap vhen he heard of tbe eqikiU. 
" Hang the fellow, he has got before joe. By JoTe.ii was well 
dkme— we'll try it again-;" and he did try it t^iin. 

At 2 a.ia., on the moniiag of the 11th July, acocaaiHUued 1^ 
Clark, and bj Ciiimningn the .nscn^r^ and hacked hy abaa£ 240 
Otan, 200 regulan and 40 of. the £bd and Srd IJBColn, Biahiq(g> 
awoajied down uipon Black 'BktGk, tbe Ameiican narol depot on ibe 
JUrer Niagan. 

Black Bedc is SAW a Urge.i&aiuifiuitani^ village aboatthiee inilfls 
helowBoSaio, at-the«ia1wucI«reof dke Eiie Canal. The fnnuwe 
abd the fiuge and tlu fit&il SuibM, and tbe rou of vBiin tei riTiitflil 
indvidity, hasewflceeded tosumoUw>ns •wthwoiiSf.to &e slund of 
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battle and the red artiUerj. The great brei^waier, which now 
divides the stall canal from the seething rirer, did not then exiat. 
The river was wider, the shore more op^i than it is now, oad the 
silence of the sununer night was scarcely broken hy the mnfflcd o«r. 
The party had embarked a little below the^ present village of Waterloo, 
and, overshooting their mark, reached the shore below Ble«k Rock. 
Kdiopp landed at once, ahnost without a sound, and dashed into the 
encuapment of the American Major, Adams, dispersed about 300 
militia, and captured three heavy guns. These were turned instantly 
on the Block-house, which, with its garris<m of regular artillerymen, 
gave in incontinently. General Porter, who commanded on the fron- 
tier, lived hard by. He escaped out of a window, took to horse, 
and rode to Bnfialo. Bishopp and his friends repiured to his house, 
OMtrtecusly asked for breakfast, and were hospitably enterttuned. 
In the mean time the work of destruction went on. The Block- 
house, and the barracks, and the nava] arsenal, and a fine sdiooner, 
were destroyed by fire. All the public stores which could be 
removed, were ta-Misferred to the boats, and some ccmveyed across 
the river ; but private property vras scrupulously respected. The 
Buffalo Guzette of July 13, says " while the main body was thus 
employed in disposing of the public property, a party entered 
the houses in the village, but we have not ascertained that they 
committed any outrages on private javperty."* 

While the British were thus employed. General Porter had made 
the best use of his time. He had roused the people of Bufialo, 
and brought down strong reinforcements of regulars, mUitia and 
Indians. 'Hme had crept on, and Cummings, who knew the people 
best, and felt much as if on a hornet's nest, remonstrated with 
Bishopp, but the gay and gallant fellow laughed, and " poked fun 
at him." He had come to destroy those stores and' guns, and 



■ JuDM, Tol. I, page 339. 
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meant to do it. Kow, anctiora and ohfun cables, and heavy iron 
gunB, were not iajB to be Ughtlj handled nor easily deetroyed. The 
most ihat could be done was, 'to rank then in the Niagara, &om 
irhence thej could be fished up with no great trouble. At length 
the work was completed, the men re-embarked unmolested, and 
Bishopp was the last to retire. Scarcely had thej lett the bank 
when Uie Indians, who, snake-like, had crawled to the top, com' 
menced to fire. Part of the men were disembarked, and drove the 
enemy baek into the woods and uptm their supports, while they in 
turn, uniting, forced the small detachment back to their boats. 
Bishopp was everywhere, commanding, directing, getting his men 
ofi'. In the confusion of the moment, some of the oasB of his own 
boat were lost, and she drifted, helplessly, down the streamj exposed 
to aji increaang fire. " Here the 'gallant Bishopp, the darfing of 
the army, received his death wound. Never was any officer, save 
always the lamented Brock, regretted more than he was."' He 
was borne back to his quarters, where in a few days, he expired at 
&e early age of 27. His remains he beneath a modest monument 
erected to his memory by the pious care of his sisters, the Baroness 
de la Zoucbe and Mrs. Pechell, in the churchyard at Lundy's Lane. 

Ckilonel Cecil Bishopp was a son of Sir Cecil Bishopp, Bart., 
afterward Lord de la Zouche. He was an accompUshed gentleman. 
He had served in the Guards. Had represented Newport in the 
Isle of Wight in Parliament. Had been attached to a Russian 
embassy. Had served with distinction in FUnders, in Spiuu imd in 
Portugal, and died full of hope and promise in Canada, gallantly 
" doing his duty " and not without avail, for his example lives. 

Bishopp had been appointed Inspecting Field officer of militia 
on the Niagara frontier. He won all hearts. He was possessed 



■ Letter of & " Green 'Vn" (Judge Jbitib, OornirBll), givnn by Ancblnlcck, 
S- lis. 
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of that indeecribable fascination of manner and character which, 
appareatl; withoat an eSorb, acts like a charm. It was a ^. 
ffia infiuence over the militia was sapreme. He knew that he was 
not dealing with raw recniite, with mere children, who have to be 
tanght and treated like children, but with men, for the most part 
of a certtun age, reasoning and reasonable men, who are willing, 
nay eager, to leam anjthmg conducive to the defence of all they 
hold dear, and who accept the restr^ts of discipline as indis- 
pensable to that end. With an instant and intuitive perception of 
what was due to himself and to them, — without departing from his 
own dignity, he won their affection, conmianded their respect and 
"could do with them just as he pleased." Those who can remem- 
ber the present Sir George Wetherall, when in command of the 
volunteers in Montreal, some twenty-five yetu^ ago, will recall a 
reproduction of the same character. With such an officer at their 
head, the militia of Canada, on their own soil, are equal to any 
tTOops this continent can produce, and are content tliat they 
should take the odds of their great name and estimation, and will 
try fortune witli them. The following epitaph is inscribed on a 
tablet erected to the memory of Colonel Bisbopp, at the family 
burial place; Parham, Sussex, and ascribed to Sir James Mac- 
donald: 

HlB pillow — DOt of Btard]' oak ; 

His abroad — & foldier's simple cloak ; 

EiE dirge — will soiud till time's no mor^— 

Hia^n's loud and golemn coar. 

There Cecil liea — Buy, where the grave 

Mora worthy of a Briton brave.* 

These incurraons on the part of the British had, as we have just 

■ Tha incidents la the earl; career of Colonel Biahopp, and the epitaph, 
hava been borrowed from Morgan's Oanadian Oelebritiea, p. 326. For the resi- 
dne, I am indebted to thoBe who knew him, and who a till li*a near where h* died. 
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observed, led the Ameriejuis to have reoourse to the aseistaaoe of i^e 
IJa(^an tribes who still adhered to the American boIL They were 
called " The Six iN^atiooa," but consisted chiefly of Mohawks, from 
the Mohawk Valley, in the state of New York, sad. a few relioe. 
of other nations, whose names may possess interest, bat afforded 
no strength. This Indian aUiauce has given rise to much iise^ ^ 
less comment. By enlislnng savage mercenaries in their service^ 
and by denouncing the British for doing the same thing, the 
American government became liable to the charge of great Ja- 
oon^tency; but, as we hold that the child of the soil, whether 
savage or civilized, is justified in resnsting an invader, we have 
certainly no right to complfUD that the Americans should hare 
defended their country with the same weapons we ourselves em- 
ployed. The savage, as an instrument of warfare, is not mora 
repugnant to humanity than b war itself in any shape, — ^not more 
repul^ve than mines and torpedoes, and the thousand hideous 
forms which war assumes at the hands of refined man. The savage 
may beinspired,may be taught, maybe bribed, to pity and to spare. 
Bomb-shells and spherical case discriminate less, spare less, and 
are less placable. If, as is stated in the Buffalo Ga2«tte,o(i^ 
18th July, 1813 — " Our savage &iends expressed a desire to scalp 
the dead, but were prevented," — we may admire the precautiim 
which restrained an instinctive propensity ; but British writers cer- 
tainly c^not exclaim, if the savage, assailed in lus lair, should de- 
fend himself in a savage manner. But, without scolding at others, 
let us transpose the portion ; let us show what we did to humanize 
and mitigate the horrors of the war. It has been already shown 
that tbe employment of the Indians on the western frontier, 
was justified by necessity. The savage could not be neutral: 
his services were sought by the Americans, and secured bj 
the British, ramply because the hatred, engendered by years of 
wrong, was not to be appeased by bribes or cajolery. It will be 
seen hereafter, how earnestly and how effectually the British cnn- 
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miuiders, Brock, Proctor, and St. George, labored to neutralize the 
■rsacorous animosity of the Indian, and to divest of ite venom the 
"weipona which, in self-defence, they were compelled to use. On 
the Niagara frontier similar expedients had been employed. Early 
in 1813, a comnuttee of officers, headed by General Vincent, had 
Ifesolved to pay ten dollM^ for erery prisoner brought in alive by 
hifl Indian captor. The Prince Regent subsequently approved and 
■confirmed the proceeding. A Boston paper of the time noticed 
&e resolution, in defiance of the " anathema maranatha" of the 
democratic press ; but from among the number saved, not one voice 
Appears to have been raised in generous recognition, or in reply to 
Sie Thersites of the time, whose tongues, wherever England -or 
OftOftda were concerned, " coined slanders like a mint." 

We will now, for a brief space, return to Lake Ontario, on our 
way down to the province of Lower Canada, and to the scene of 
■war on Lake Champlain. On the 26th July, Commodore Chauncey 
again appeared on Lake Ontario, in the new ship General Pyke, 
idiich so narrowly escaped destruction by Provost'g retreat from 
Sackett's Harbour. VTith a fleet consisting of 14 vessels, mounting 
altogether 114 guns, and maimed by 1,193 seamen, and having on 
board 300 regular troops, under Colonel Scott, he made an attempt 
on the position of Burlington Heights, which was defended by 
Major Mftule, and 150 rank and file. The troops were disembarked 
and embarked again. It was understood that the demonstration 
on Burlington Heights had attracted ^ther the Glengarries, which 
defended York ; and 

Ct eanU i. corio nnoqaam abstercebUut nncto, 

flie Commodore and the Colonel determined to revisit the helpless 
scene of their former exploits. On the 31st July, they disem- 
barked, withoot opposition, at the pcant termed the " Garrison ;" 
took quiet poesesdon of the town ; broke open the gaol, liberated 
the priaoners j and took out of the stores of the inhabitants (called. 
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" public Btores " in the despatch) , several hundred barrels of flour 
and proTiaons. They destroyed barracks and other buildings, 
eleven boata — ^magmfied into transports ; and haring heaped mis- 
chief on misery, returned to their safe harbor at the mouth of the 
Ifiagara River.* 

While Chauncey was thus maxauding at the western extrenuty of 
the lake, Sir James Yeo, after having destroyed the American camp 
at Forty-mile Creek, on the 13tb June crossed the lake, captured 
two schooners and boats with supplies ; then secured a depot of 
provi^ons on the Geneasee Biver. On the 19th he captured more 
* stores and more providons at a place cidled Great Sodus ; and on 
the 29th June returned to Kingston. On the Slst July, Sir James 
sailed from Kingston with supplies for tlie army ; and having landed 
diem at Biu'liogton Heights, steered for Kiagara, and " looked 
in" — ^in nautical phraseology — as a challenge to Chauncey, who 
was not slow in accepting it. The British squadron consisted of 
six vessels of war ; the Amencan amounted to fourteen. A great 
deal of manteuvring took place on both sides — " bearing down " 
and " bearing up," " getting to windward " and " falling to 
leeward," on the " larboard tack " and on the " starboard 
tack," — scientific evolutions quite beyond the Inbberly ken o! 
landsmen; which ended, however, intelligibly and in stem 
e&mest. Two. fine American schooners, the Seonrge, of 8 guns, 
and the Hamilton, of 9, were upset in a squall, and all bands 
lost, except 16 saved by the British ; and two vessels of the 
same class, the Julia and the Growler, were cut oW and captured. 
Chauncey, though still by far the stronger, retired into Niagara. 
But these results were not conclusive, nor were they salasfactoiy 
on our dde of the lake ; and landsmen, who did not know the 
difierence between a caboose and a marlinspike, and who can 
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haxdly be blamed if they could not stomach Bach matters, took 
upon themselves to pass very hard &iid very unjust comments 
upon Sir J&mes Yeo. A British stulor was expected to do many 
impracticable things ; and among tbe rest, to catch an adversary 
who, being a quicker sailor, would not bo caught, and whose long 
guDS, at long distances, made it dangerous to follow. The i&et 
is, that Sir James did his best to close with his adversary, but 
imaTaolingly. And we have here the evidence of Dr. Richardson, 
who was then " soling master " on board the flag-ship. The 
armament of the two squadrons governed, to a great extent, tbe 
movements of the commander. Sir James was provided, for the 
most part, with carronades, — excellent for rapid firing at close 
quarter, but unavailable at long range ; while, on the other hand, 
Chauncey had long guns, which gave him a decided superiority at 
a distance. Thus, while Yeo sought to " lay alongside," the other 
disapproved of these familiarities; and, as with sailing vessels, 
the closing in action depends on the weather gage, Chauncey's 
superiority in sailing enabled lum to decline coyly all delicate 
attentions of this sort, " I heard hinj once remark," gays the 
venerable narrator, " to an observation &om Captain Molcaster, 
' If we were on the high seas, I would risk an action at all hasards ; 
because, if I were beaten, I could only lose the squadron ; but to 
lose it on this lake, would involve the loss of the country. The 
salvation of the western army depends on our keeping open their 
communicationa.' "* Thus spoke out the man of thought as well as 
action ; thus spoke the man of head, with courage to do what his 
brain dictated, — indifferent to disgrace if incurred in the service 
oi his country. As a brave seaman, he was beyond reproach. 

We now leave the blue Ontario for the picturesque shores of 
Lake Champlain ; and, on our w^y down the St. Lawrence, pause 

■ Memoira of Dr. Ricbudson, D.D. 
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for a mi»ae&t at the scene of one of those daring and sometimes profit- 
less adrentures to which Beameo are prone. It befell at a place 
o^ed, Bot inappropriatiel;, Goose Greek, lying on the opporate dde 
of the river, a little helowGananoqne. On the20thJuly,tiieenemj, 
l^^ perdu among t^e rocks and channels of the Thousand Islands, 
had pounced on a brigade of batteauz, coQTejing proricn(»» and 
supplies &om Montreal to Kingston, and had spirited away the 
whole convoy into the difficult and romantic recesses of the creek 
before named. Three gun-boats, under Lieutenant Scott, and a 
detachment of the lOOth, commanded by Captain Martin, were sent 
&om Kingston, to intercept the American retom to Sackett's Hw- 
bour : & very aeodble plan, which was unfortunatelj spoiled by a rufdi 
into his stronghold. They had reached tiie spot as evening fell, and 
were compell«id, by the darkness, to defer the attack untiil monwDg. 
In the night came up Mi^or Ftend, of the 4th Foot, with an addi- 
tienal gun-boat, and a small reinforcement. On hb way he had en- 
countered Captfun Milnes, a promising young officer, and Aide-de- 
Gamp to Sir Gewge Prevost. Milnes volunteered, of conne ; aid 
at 3 a.m., before dawn, the whole force felt its way forward. The^ 
found the enemy fully prepared. The channel became narrow^ 
the banks rocky and precipitous ; and ki^e trees felled across the 
stream, brou^t them up in front of a log fert. The woods wei« 
filled with riflemen; and the American plied well his national 
weapon. The seamen and troops leaped into the water — carried 
the heights, and drove the foe into their fort. Bat the «dds and 
the difficulties were loo great. Frend ordered the re-embariution 
of the men, and fought his way out; but witb. twenty-one casualties — 
among tltem the pliant Milnes, who was mortally wounded, and 
died diortly after, much dejdored by his broilers in arms. 

The capture of this brigade OT store-boats by &e enemy — no 
aofrequent occurrence on both ^des — will convey some idea of the 
danger and difficulties surmounted in supplying a nulitaiy force 
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aoattered irom Quebec to Michilimafiinac, along ao exposed froii' 
tier of upwdfl of a thoosand miles. It taxed tiJent, and energy, 
: and foreai^t of no onlmarj caHbre to anticipate and provide for 
allTanta — to evade or surmount all dbatructionE, in a climate wHoh 
admite of but ax mon^ of -water conreTauoe, and at that eeason, 
and on tbat line of ctHnmunieation, invites ajid uds attack ; and 
m a coanti7 where the roads in winter, though practicable, am 
80 narrow, and at times so cut up, as to make the movement of 
■weighty articles very slow uid protracted. The baggage and daHy 
sapply of a Ferment on the tnaroh, conveyed in a long single lise 
of traineayfl>, would occupy miles of road, from which to diverge 
me foot is to plunge into three feet of snow ; and where a " br^k 
down" interrupts tiift advance Of tlie whole Ime. The troops had 
to be supplied for tlie present, and in anticipation of the caeualties 
of the future. It will surprise men, living in the abundance of 
productive end overflowing Canada, to learn that in 1813 the 
soldiery, the militia, saA the Indians, were fed upon Irish mess- 
pork, and on " pilot bread," or ship biscuit, manufactured at 
Portamonth. In a new country, where population was scattered 
and cultivation spajse— where the produce barely anfficed for tlie 
«apport of the husbaodman — and vhere war disturbed both sowing 
and harv^, it became necessary, in providing for the ti<oops, to 
consider the wants of the whole popnl^on. It is, therefore, ea^ 
to imagine the arduous duties — the responsibilitieB — tbe mental 
labour which devolved upon the commissariat. What the belly 
was to the members, according to the fable of :^sop, the brfun was 
■to the belly in the story ojf Oanadian warfere. ^oes and bread 
■wero the real ^{dada heiU. These essentials were regularly and 
^entiiully siqiplied ; but to secure this supply, demanded great 
administrative talent ; a t^oroogh knowledge of tJie country, &e 
langoftge, the means of conveyance, chumels of communication, 
•od of the means and resources, however linuted, vhioh could bo 
appealed to upon an emergency. 
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Sir 'William Robinson was the commisaaiy general, an experienced 
officer of the departxaent, and an excellent link of connection 
between the expenditure of the war and the British treaeniy ; and 
he was well supported. It Inust be evident that, in such a scene 
of scattered irar&re, waged at the same time on remote frontiers, 
mach was necessarily left to individual responsibility, and -that 
much depended on the local knowledge and capacity of subordinate 
' officers. Fortunately, Sir William found in the country a class of 
men, made to his hand, who possessed these requisites. Many 
of them were U. E. Loyalists — men who, for opinion's sake, had 
abandoned their counting-houses in Boston, New York, and Phila- 
delphia, and who had applied their commercial talents and habits 
of business to the improvement of a new field of enterprise, and, 
in some cases, to the acquisition of a new tongue. Among the 
names of the officers of the commissariat department in Canada, 
returned in July, 1811, by Sir (Jordon Drummond, will be found 
those of Isaac W. Clu-ke, Montreal ; James Crookshank, York ; 
James Coffin, Fort George ; WUliam Stanton, York ; John Coffin, 
Quebec ; William Ross, Kingston ; Robert Reynolds, Amherstburg. 
All these gentlemen were U. ,E. Loyalists — ^living witnessesof the 
gratitude of the crown, which never ignores or forgets fidelity ; bat 
visits and rewards it fix>m the father to the children. They proved, 
all, to be valuable officers in a branch of the service which can 
never be sufficiently estimated ; and among them no one more 
80 than Isaac Winslow Clarke, Deputy Commissary-Oeneral of 
Montreal. 

The career of this gentleman is characteristic of the times. He 
was one of the sons, and a partner in the business of Richard 
Clarke, 8 loyal Boston merchant, — conmgnee of the tea, which, 
destroyed by the violence of the mob in Boston Harbour, is noted 
as the first outbreak of fhe revolution. As in all popular convul> 
nous, the weaker iuid..the obnozioaB party vras treated mercilessly. 
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The Tory was knocked down, and t^ed down, and written down ; 
and, like in the fable of the lion, the man who pat him down, gave 
his TOrsion of the exploit. The Clarkes were obnoxious to the 
men and the opinions of the day. The father took refuge in Eng- 
land, with his eon-in-law, Copley the painter, and was written 
down and proscribed, without trial, in the " BoBtoa Confiscation 
Act."* Isaac, the son, endeavouring to collect some debts due to 
the firm, at Plymouth, in Massachusetts, was paid in fUll by a mob 
at midnight. He executed a mutual discharge, saved his life, and 
followed his father to the fireside of his talented brother-in-law, 
where, with his sister,andher ^ce celebrated son, the late lamented 
Lord Lyndhurst, he remained until appointed to (he commissariat 
in Canada. In this country he served his Sovereign for fifty years. 
In 1812 he was regarded as an officer of great trust, of long expe- 
rience, and indefatigable zeal. The organization of the hatteaua: 



* In an excellent American nork " Biog^capliical Sketchee of the American 
LoTolistB," pQblisbed in Boston, I84T, and in a well-digegted Preface, entitled 
•n Historical Bssaj, the author, Lorenzo Sabine, admits, philoBophicallj enough, 
that the procesa of " tarring and feathering " was not one likelj to reclaim an 
offendicg brother. What " brother," he exclaims, " who saw only witb the 
ejea of a British Bubject, was won over to the right, bj the argnments of mob- 
bing, burning, and smoking." He cites many instances of tbe cruelties of mob 
law, and doses with the following : " Did it serre any good end to endeaTonr 
to hinder Tories from getting; tenants, ot to prevent persons who owed them 
from pajing honeat debts? On whose cheek should have been the blush of 
shame, when the habitation of the aged and feeble Foster was sacked, and he 
had no shelter but the woods; when Williams, as mfirm as he, was seized at 
night, dragged awa; for miles, and smoked in a room, with fastened doors and 
a closed chimnej top ? What father who doubted whether to Join or fly, deter- 
mined to abide the issue in the land of his birth, because foul words were spoken 
to his daughters, or becaoae they were pelted when riding, or moving in the 
innocent dance T Is there cause to wQuder that some who still lire, should yet 
t^j of their own, ot of their fatiier's treatment, that "persecution made half of 
the king's Mends."— FiA pp. 78, ». 
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brigadeB inta dae to lum. l^eae boats — ^t4>ottomed, of lighi 
diBU^t, but cUTTmg heavy cargoes — were partly towed, partly 
ponted, partly dragged by ropes up the rapids of the St. Lawrence. 
The crewewere empphed by a levy or corvee of French Canadians. 
Several tbousands of these men were devoted to a service , for wiadii 
tiiey were peculiarly quidified by a hardihood, activity, and cheerfiil- 
sesB, — imdauBted by fetigne. From five to seven myagears we»« 
assigned to each batteau; but at oertfun difficult points the united 
strength of the whcAe brigade forced the boats, one by one, up tiie 
lM3*eEim. Bat the progress was slow, and the opportunides of atta^ 
many ; still, tlie preeautions taken and the bold front shown, for 
&e most part defeated these attempts. John I^nlay, the es:ecutive 
officer at Lacbine, distingnished himself 1^ acts, of vigour and 
devotion, which, in the sister service, wotdd have been fame. The 
cisnmandere in the field, and especially Sir Oordon Dmmmond, 
repeatedly expressed their" obligations to Mr. Clarice. Few bot 
men in these high positions can appreciate the value of such un- 
pretentious servieesj* 



*Id 1621 Deputy Oommiaaaiy GenGnl Clarke, then 76 jears ofag^, was onhia 
way to England, where his Trienda had leaaon to expect that he wonld recelr* 
from the CrawD tbe same marks or favonr which had been bestowed on others. 
He died at eea, leaving one son, who was for manj years private secretary to 
Lord Lyndhurst, wben Lord Cbancellor of England ; and two danghlera — one 
the wife of the Hon. Chorlea R. Ogden, at one time Attorney-General in Low«r 
Canada, and now Attorney-Qeneral in tbe Isle of Uan ; tbe second sheds light 
and happiness on the band which traces these lines. 



Cqaicct.GOOgle 



CHAPTBK XVI. 



If dDtrekl tbs oentre of gnpplr— UsHrlptJOD of Hontreil— Tien ftiiiiL top of tlia U 

— HoDlroBl of 1840 or 1864, not tbe Uontml of ISia-Uaotre&l viewed u Ihe HUlluj 
Kej of Canada— Country ■roand— Tkw of BelisU— CuiadUn BcaaBry— Canadlai) 
pBople— The Batilanti, thetr progrew, tmproyoment ■nd oli«r«oteri«tic<— Strong temp- 
tation to iniKsloii— Approaob to Uontretl and tbe BicbeUeo country— Demriptlon of 
Lake ClumpUin— Amedeu torn on Ihe Hsu Tork ftonUei anUaUe tot lnTHk». 

Montreal "was the source and centre of supply. It was then, aa 
it is now^ the commercial emporium of the Canadaa. In population 
it exceeded any other settlement on the St. Lawrence. Situated 
en an island in the combined embrace of the Rivers Ottawa and St. 
Lawreace, it possesses, partly &om its latitude and partly &om the 
great area of water with which it ia surrounded, a mildness aad 
softness of climate unknown to any other put of Lower Canada. 
13ie Island of Montreal is longer, but not so wide, as the Isle of 
Wight ; and the St. Lawrence equals, in varybg width, tlie 8t«ut 
wbich divides that island from the coast of HampBhire,* la the 
rear of the city, running parallel to the river, at the distance of a 
mile and a half&om the water's edge, rises a long ridge of rocky and 
precipitous hill, some 550 feet above water-level, from which b derived 
Ihe original name " Mont Royal." The summit of this mountain 
commimds a view, extensive and diversified. The city, with ite 
towei;6, and spres, and public buildings, covers at the feet of the 



■ Montreal IiUnd, • • 30 miles long, 1(H miles broad, 
lile of Wight, : ... 38 « 13 " 
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Spectator, an area of three nules, by one aad a half. In mid- 
riyer lies the vimbrageous island of St. Helen's — half park, half 
arsenal, gUstening Id the mommg sun, like an emerald set in gold. 
The St. Lawrence, a milfl and a half wide at the narrowest, extends 
east and west as &r ae the eye can reach, covered with ships fresh 
&om the ocean, and by steamers niuuberleBS, leaving on the wind 
their murlgr tnul. In mid-landacape, that architectnral marvel, 
&e Victoria Bridge, spans the river, in all its strength imd bean^; 
and the ear can detect the. roar of each pas^g train which rushes 
through its iron ribs. Beyond, the rful-tracks wind through a 
champaign country, settled for two centuries, where farm houses 
and form buildings line the roads like streets, rich in population 
and rustic wealth ; while in the distance the twin mountains of 
Belceil and Montarville, sites even more pcturesque' than their 
names, rise from the pltun, msutcB of beaii^ amid a sea of verdure. 
But the eye can hardly tear itself &om the scene of cultivaticok 
close around. The slopes of the mountain, and the rich alluml 
soil at its foot, are one entire garden. Tillas and pIba«ure-grounds 
cover the hill-side. A beautiful reservoir, cletl out of the rock, 
gBtters in the sunlight, with aU the formaJ beauty of a passage by 
Watteau — the costumes and gay colours of the present day heighten- 
ing the illusion — and imparts he^th and freshness to the city spread 
beneath. In the distant valleys, the agricultun^ skill of the English 
fanner combines with the minuteness and preeiaon of the old French 
style of gardening to create a scene 

Ever changing, ever new ; 

When will the landacape tire the view T 

The fonnt^Q's fell ; the river's flow ■, 

The woody vallay, warm and low ; 

The windy summit, wild and high — 

Booghly reaching to the sky ; 

The pleMaut seat ; the ruined tower ; 

The naked rock ; the shady bower ; 
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The town— the village— dome — and tiim : 
Bach gives to each a doable cbarm— 
Like pearla upon an Ethiop's arm. . 

Bat the spectator from the hill-top, or the frequenter of St. James 
Street, or of the Rue Notre Dame, must not suppose that in 1812 
things were aa they are now. Not for twenty-five years later, did a 
dvic goremment provide for the wants of advancing civilization ; not 
for twenty-five years, did gas-lighte, orpavements, or hydrants exist. 
The long line of banks and stately edifices which now adorn St. 
James Street, rise from an abandoned graveyard, which in 1812, 
was bounded by the crumbling city defenses. Fortification Lane 
was the foot of the town wall ; Craig Street was the town ditch ; 
beyond, on the upland, were country houses and orchards. In 
1812 the Rue Notre Dame, now flashing with plate-glass and piled 
stores of jewelry and brocade, was a narrow street of low, cozy 
Canadian houses, one story and a half high — the eancta of much 
genial grace and of unbounded hospitality. The nocturnal reveller 
— ^ind there was a good deal of revelry in those days — who sUpped 
off the disjointed stones, mis-called trottoir, plunged mid-leg in mud, in 
tite palpable darkness, without hope of refuge in a street-railway car, 
or of help from a sleepypoliceman. The modest old Catholic parish 
church, which in early days gave a Catholic welcome to the house- 
less Protestant congregationB,*stood lengthwise in front ofthe present 



■ The Hon. Samnel Qemid, who at the age of ninety years, retained a vivid 
recollection of events coeral with the cacqnest, waa want to direll with 
pleasDte on the catholicity of ths Catholic population and Priesthood of tbft 
time. Under the teims of the capitulation, if thej had had any ill feeling to 
grati^, they might have been as exclusive as they pleased ; but obeying a noble 
inspiration they ofifered the Tiae of their chnrch to other Christian denomina- 
tions, and it received all members of tbe Ohristian family, antil other provision 
was made. The benevolent induenca of tbeir Srat impulse has descended to 
the pretent genenttion, and pervades a whole commnni^. There la not in 
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noble chnrch of Notre Dame — gnmd in design, though somewhat 
marred by a too great severity of style. Those splendid wharves, 
&ced with miles of cut stone, unequalled in America, and rivalled 
fmij in Europe by the docks of Liverpool, or the quays of St. 
Petersburg, have replaced a nauseous bank, heaped with filtb and 
garbage; and a muddy islet, the recepta>ale of drift-wood and 
drowned animals ; and a turbid stream, from whence the strongcBt 
swimmer never rose. Montreal of the present day, with its palatial 
reffldences, — iia places of public resort, — markets numerous, con- 
venient and ornamental, — with its cathedrals, churches, colleges, 
and convents, — with its multiplied institutions and social improve- 
ments, — with a population of 100,000 souls, is as superior to the 
Montreal of 1810, as the Montreal of 1840 was in advance of 
1812 ; and yet at that time Montreal was tlie oommercial heu-t 
of Canada; the fountain of supply ; the focus of mercantile energy 
and wealth ; and was regarded as the grand end ^td lum — the 
{promised prize of — American conquest. 

It was then umrersaJly believed in the United States that the 
&U of Montreal would entiul the subjugatioB of Canada. Hiia 
opinion may be qoeelaoned. Situated at tlie bead <^ navigation 
from the ocean, and at the foot of all the channels of oommuniea- 
tion with the upper country, the temporary occupation of Montreal 
would doubtiesB have compelled all the western garrisons to fall 
back upon Kingston; but the force concentrated at the latter 
point, would have sufficed to keep at bay the American army 
then in the field, reduced, aa it must have been, by detachments. 



Obcistendom a commnaltj more devoid of the vieea and bigotry of at 
tbfta ibi.t of Uoatreal. It is not that men of difibrentperjutuioiia tolemte each 
otber— tli?7 DDite in kindly aad cordial feeling, aociallj, and in all matters of 
pnblic concern. la matters of faith all claim liberty of conscience ; and, witb- 
ont derogating from their own opinions, respect the liberty they claim, by 
■ot interfering with those of others. 
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And it piaj b^ doubted whe&er thd anny from Weatem Canad*, 
deao«adiii£ the St. Lsrwrence, nii^t itot have invested tiie mra- 
der, in a biae poeition, on Uie imsig side of a wide rirer — wMcb 
tbey codd not bridge, and British giin-boatB would soon otnmnand. 
The posaes»Aat of MootrW w<»ild, no doubt, facilitate an attack 
opon Qnebeo. It had offered t^ &i!iH^ to Amheret, in 1759-60 ; 
and to Mont^omeiy, in 1775-76. And yet Quebee wotdd hare 
never fallen bat for Wolfe'a trinniphant daring. Mwitgomery 
failed. And ao long aa the cHm&te in winter, imd the Briti^ navy 
in Bummer, copmumd Qxe St. Lawrence, Quebec is saie. 

Montreal was, radeed, in dangerooe proximUy to &e American 
&ontiffl', at a goint where a large force could easily be placed wittuo 
striking distance. Forty-five miles from Montre^, d vol d^oiseau, 
a the line wUch divides the ^ate of New York from Iiower Canada. 
It is conuocmly known as the " Line Forty-five," beingon thatparaUel 
of latitude, establi^ed bytreaty aathefrtmlierof die two countries. 
Xhis line interseote tjie head of Lake Champlain at Kouse's Point, 
where the lake narrows to a river, which, aasuming there the name 
of Ute Biohelieu, passes Uirough the moat fertile district of French 
Canada, and disembogues into the St. Lawrence at Sorel. The 
territory fertilized by this river if rich as the Delta of the NUe. 
It is a wide alluvial flat. It was long regarded as tiie garden c^ 
Canada. It was seised upon, at once, with iustinctire a{q)re(nati(H), 
and settled by the first French settlera of t^e country. The tourist, 
who will scale the top of Belnil, se^ around Mm a striking pan- 
orama. The nuon rdade appear to radiate from the foot of the 
momdain. The &rmB, on the <dd seigniorial system, are laid <^, 
right and left of these roods, with a front of three aioeB by a depth 
of tiarby. The ffu3n4u)uses and buBdiogs m every lot, for con- 
Temence and mutual a^wtance m winter, front on the road. These 
— redrraofed, delicAidy whitewashed, kept with remarkahle 
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neatoess — surrounded bj gardens taii foliage, and well arranged 
fields, chequer Uie whole country. For inUea and miles extend 
these vistas of dwellings, with a village church, its steeple glittering 
in the sunlight, and & modest presb^tere interpolated on the laitd- 
scape, every throe leagues. The character of the populatiim is in 
keeping with the scene. The French Canadian is etninently a 
gregarious ammal, attached to his Ju^tatg. He hopes to live and 
die within sound of the bell which rang at his bapljsoi. He is 
attached to his fellows, to his institutifms, his language, hia religion ; 
he is attached to his priesthood — ^wbo by their exemplary lives and 
their care, temporal aa well aa spiritual, deserve all hia love. He 
is social and hospitable, courteous and courtly. The manners of the 
vieUle eour are still to be found among &e haUtantB of Canada, 
and invest the females of the race with an indescribable charm. 
Bat his attachment to the past makes him indifferent to the future. 
He is slow in improvement ; and in the great race of human pro- 
gress is exposed to be left behind. And yet, those who have known 
these people for twenty years, can bear witness to an advance, 
which, although It might be accelerated to their advantage, promises 
much. Education has made great strides. That which was regarded 
as an imposition, is now esteemed a privilege. In the sukall towns 
and villages, and even in the (arm-houses, is seen a manifest 
increase in tlie comforts, the conveniences, the elegancies, and 
luxuries of life ; and with ihem, an increased independence of 
character. Men tlunkmore for themselvea, and are lesa easily led. 
Time was, when they were docile to a fault ; but upon occasions, 
they have shown all the vivida via of a gentle nature. When roused 
they are stem to savageness. 

The possessions of such a people were mviting to an invader — aa 
the flesh-pots of Egypt. The government of the United States had, 
for long, honored this part of Canada with special attention. To Mr. 
Secretary Armstrong, Montreal was as the apple of his eye. It 



t/Coogle 



BICEBUED CWUITFT — LAEI OHAUPLAHT. 179 

wafl argued pertinently enon^ — Why waste men and money upon 
distant frontiers ? strike at the vitals, and paralyze the extremities. 
Capture Montreal, and you starve de Rottenburg and Proctor. In 
Montreal your troops will- find winter qnarters and English Chrat- 
maa cheer. As the Gabool prince remarked at Calcutta, rubbing 
his hands with the leer of a freebooter — " Asplendid place : ah, yes ! 
a splendid place to plunder." The fields on the Richelieu would 
forage and feed an anny, more plentifully than the plains of the 
Low GonntrieB. 

These counsels carried with them great weight ; and it will be 
seen that for the remfdnder of the campaign, the capture of 
Montreal was the grand end and crowiung object of American 
strategy. In furtherance of tins scheme the cabinet of Washington 
assembled a large force on Lake Champl^. This lake runs due 
north and south ; and divides the State of New York &om the 
State of Vermont. It is in length 130 miles, by a mdth of from 
one to fifteen. It is one great link in the chtun of commnnicafaon 
between the city of New York and the bwike of the St. Lawrence. 
The Champlain canal, which connects the southern extrenuty of the 
lake with the Biver Hudson, was not commenced until 1818 ; nor 
coold the proverbial ingenuity of the race in its wildest imagin- 
ation have conceived then, the network of American railroads ' 
which now converge on Rouse's Point. But, long before the introdno- 
tion of the r^, the internal channels of conunnmcation had greatly 
improved. In 1812 the country between Albany and Whitehall, 
about 80 nules, was open and coltJTated ; the roads the best in 
America ; the Hudson afforded 140 miles of uninterrupted naviga- 
tion, and Lake Chamidain supplied the'rest. 

What Longhrig tarn is among the lakelets of Nor^i Britain, such 
is Lake Champl^ to the lakes of North America. It is a perfect 
gem. The coast scenery of Erie and Ontario is comparatively 
tame : thoagb ondolating, it is in general aspect flat— a rich alluvial 
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mar^, acqwred to t^ laad in the ooone of Kget, bj tlie gndml 
retrogrceeoon of Ae mter. Bat the coast rf Lake CluiD]dBJi) neaa 
npidi; mto v^and, backed im bolfa ritorea b^ BtcnintaJB peaks, 
irhicb, if (^ no great amtude, aiv most beaQtiM in Bb^» and' 
grouping. Tbs vatera are pare aod ieep, and sbidded wi& lor^ 
iales. The altem^ ooaeto, aerer lost to tiew^ are dotted over m&t 
villages, aod boineeteadt, imd &nDS ; aad iaem with flodci and 
herds, and elaberato cnldrajaim. The eiliea of SarlingtoB aaA 
Platteburg adom its ediorea ; and Ticooderoga aod Crown Point, 
afsDciated with tales of Iitdiaa Mi^Bgem, and ^ the old !Fzench 
ware, impart pictorial beaut; aod M^caioal i&terest to the Miyrwok, 
immortalized by t^ pcm of Cot^flr. 

At tlie tame when GeiiOTal Dearboni iwtired into likAM qoartesa, 
in 1812, be bad under hie sommaud, on Lake Chan^fun, an tnaj 
of at leaat 12,000 men. Tbii fin* Sirec vaa parttKHymoved to 
Sackett's Harbor ; and fritter^l may m the Bpmg in l^e raid 
spon York and the en^ty acqtuntion (^ Fort George, to ^e grert 
diasatJBfaction of ^le Gorertunest at Waalungihm. But on the 
retirement of tba i^cer, tlie eomtnander in tbe field concuiTed 
Titb the cabinet. In &e mmnDer tX 1818 tHomli 6,(^ men ytvK 
eoUected at Burlmgton and Hattsburg ; and «xteimre barracks veie 
prepared for the rec^tion of faxKips at tjiese points— at OhamplMn 
in New Tork, and Swuiton in VenaoDt. Ccamaodorfl MaodoBoo^, 
vitb a fwce of seamen &om ^ seaboacd, iraa aotiraly eng^ed m 
fitting oat a naval anaantetit on tlie IdJce. These pteparatjoos 
bespoke thfflr object. The aspect of affidrs on tfaieftaa^r was very 



t,CoogIe 



CHAPTBB XVII. 

'Kt QeoTgn FnrMt and Mr Junu CmI| — gir Judm > good M&n but obdnrat*— Hlr G«or(a 
polltia ud •wfU-'Ha IdantUM Mmulf vlth tha f«apl*— Tber lapport bin >ad Biitlib 
rale~TliB LegMatate l«gidita the Imu of unr bUla, knd rate Additional mlUtla 
(Mm*— Exabeqnsr BlQi~-8lr Gsorgs p»p»ra> Ibr leftiiue— BngHib Tcrimteera— 
VioMh HUItto-~Th* (wo pMpk iuliu ta dlO^reBl tjttmu of esrolmoit— BoUi readDf 
mnlte>g^iirt*oBiaonsasi>r-~tsla anz Kotz— Attanpt lacds to •■rprlH Ihta port— 
C^ptnrfl at Amariou whoontn OrOWtar ted Bugle— Beprlula—Offlwn knd men ol 
H. lt.brlgof«mr,Vi9,tranclltrred ta)^»ksChuapliin— PIktnbnrg, Snnton, Cbuo- 
|iUln, dcatrofed— Bnrlluglou •biIJeiigsd-~Black»d« of tha Mftboard br tha Brltlilk_ 
iDenawd AocrlBia itieaslb an tfaa Lakaa. 

Sir George PrsTost, necoBsurly rendent &t Qaebec, the seat of 
Goremmest, retained tbe eluefmilit&iy command in Lower Canada, 
la 1811 he had succeeded in &e govenuDent a man of great talent 
ftnd energy — emiaent for hia aerriees in Sorope, A^a, Afiiea, and 
America ; bat unsuecesafiil in Canada, Sir James Craig was an 
honest man and a brave soldier ; but he had governed soldiers all his 
life, and bis ideas of government squared with &e rules of diseipUne. 
He had none of the flenbiBtj of character which constitutes a suo- 
Aessfiil adiaiiuitrotor under a constitutioiial system. He came at 
Mice into coIMon with tke le^ilature. And in those days there 
Iraa no respon^ble council to fend off Hie blow of the battering- 
ram. The aasemblj humbly prayed to be allowed to de&aj the 
expenses of the eiyll list. The prayer had doabtlesa a double 
object : the priTilege to pay inferred a right to discharge and Uie 
Altematire was ominous to some of Sir James' adyisers. But the 
request was reasonable ; W)d Sir James was wrong in refusing 
to ]»j it at tiie foot of the throne. Hia acts were maliciously, and 
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perhaps, seditioualy reviewed. He seized on the neirapaper, and 
sent the editor to gaol. This might have been the usual practice 
at Cape Town or Madras, at GibnJtar or Mes^na, but it waa not 
suited to the climate or conslatulioQ of Canada. These acts brought 
him in direct antagonism with a majority in the assembly, which 
being French Canadian, fastened upon him at once t^e imputatdoQ 
of hostility to the Canadian people. This, no nnnsnal ruae in politics, 
was nothing butariMe. As Sir James said, with much pathos, "For 
what should I oppress you 7 Is it from ambitioD T What can yoa 
give me ? Is it for power ? Alas ! my good friends, with a life 
ebbing not slowly to its period, under pressure of disease acquired 
in the service of my country, I look only to pass what it may 
{Jease God to suffer to remun of it, in the comfort of retiremeni 
among my friends. I remtun among yon only in obedience to the 
commands of my King."* The fact is, that he was au honest, 
earnest man ; but too much of a martinet to bo a useful civil 
governor. He returned home and died. 

Sir George Frevost was made of more malleable material ; and 
happily so, for the country and for the empire. Not all the power of 
England could, of itself, at that conjuncture have saved Cuiada, 
had not Canada been true to England and to herself. The 
preservation of the country depended on the support of the 
leg^lature, and on the good will of the masses. He identified him- 
self with the masses ; and, at a most critical moment, secured their 
cordial c(M)peration. The acts of the le^slature — their ready 
contributions to the conduct of the war, bear witness to his success 
as a civil administrator. He was pohtic as well as just. But under 
a form of government which rules by parties, he could not please 
both, and in his turn he incurred an hostility which was neither 
blind to his faults nor kind to his errors. There can be no stronger 



* Uorgan, Celeb. Oui., p, 1GD. 
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proof of the influence he exercised and of the earnest loyalty of the 
people than the liberality of tlie Legislature. At this time it was 
all important to provide a currency as a aubsl^tute for gold, irhich, 
if put in circulation, would hare found its way rapidly to a better 
market in the United States. It was desirable to be prepared wiHl 
an expedient to counteract an accidental dearth of gold. Banka 
and Bank notes were unknown in Canada. To many of the inhab- 
itants a paper currency waa unintelligible — to some obnoxiouB, — 
the recoUeetionB of the paper currency of French rule — the ordon' 
iumee« or assignate of Bigot and his compeers were yet nfe. In the 
face of these popular prejudices the Legislature legalized the 
issue of a paper currency. Thej authorized the issue of what was 
termed an Army Sill, analogous to the Exchequer Bill in England. 
It was a bank note bearing interest. These notes were made a legal 
tender. They were more than legalized, they were populairized by 
the example of Hie Legislature. The issue amounted to $2,000,000. 
The Legislature provided for the expense of the operation and the 
temporary payment of interest. These Bills were redeemed by 
the Imperial treasury at the end of the war, but the action of the 
Legislature of Lower Canada at this critical time waa declaratory 
of confidence in British rule and of a determination to uphold it. 



• In 1658 the i>eople of Canada were infotmed that the Rof a1 Treasury of 
France waa in do conditionto repay th« advances the Canadiaos had made to 
the Oorernment. That the pajment of Colonial Bills drawn upon it was sna- 
pended for a time. Taudteuil and Bigot were apprized of this measure by ao 
official circolar. • • • Tbia news Elartled those concerned, like a thunder- 
bolt ; there was owing by France to tbe Colonists more than 40 millions of franca 
(say £1,600,000 stg.) and there was eeatcely one of them who was not a creditor 
of the State. " Tbe paper money aaoaget as" wrote M. de Levis to the Uiniatei 
"la entirely discredited and tbe people are in despair about it. They have 
sacrificed tbeir all for tbe conservation of Canada to France ; now tbey find 
themselves ruined, ceBoacceleBB, but we do our best to restore their confidence.' 
— Garneau, Hiatoiy of Canada, Vol. II, p 68. 
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If Great Britain fatid ftSed in tfa« ooutcst, tbe Le^slatdre «iid{a«eit 
of &ese notes voiJd hare been rmpen^ble tor the paper * 

l%e exun|de <^ the Legialatore was -wotHtuIy nistuned by the 
ubotlAtiimB of the Ofttholio elergy. In no Catiiotio country in 
Christendom does the olerg;^ ezerdae a ilbt)Dg» or in»e bealfhj 
bfluence than m Cutada. Tlie;f are the domestk ohi^huns ^ 
ever; &rm-hoase. In derotion and lojralty to die Biitid CrowS 
&BJ are second to uMie. It haa be^ ibevm oa all occaaoos whieh 
josti&ed their int«poaition. In 1775 Sir Gny Cu-Ittm deidared 
publicly, that if the Prorinoe i^ Canada had been preserYed to GreaA 
Brit«n, it was owing to the Catbolio clergy. 

In 1812 ibe Catbolio church in Canada was Mxai&e the giudancd 
of the Rev. Joseph OctaTe PlesaB, Bishop of Qaebec. Tbia able 
£cclefiieslic was eontwnprarary with the toeaJy which ceded Canada 
to En^and. He was a nafave of M<mtreal, botn m 1763. He 
became Bish(^ of Quebec in 1806. His aerricee, in the protection 
of his ohurch, and in tbe promotitm of the best interests of his people, 
were most honourable ; but, among them all, ntme do greater credit 
to his heart and head thui his constMit adherence to the British 
Crown. 

■ Ezcbe<}uer Bills— HfteAote; explatiis what tbcj were. " Another sBd at 
that oonJDDCtDte, a more eKctual Bubstitate for ft metallic carrenoj owed its 
eiiatcDce to the ingeniiity of Gbarlea Hoetagae. He had succeeded In engrafV- 
ing on Harlej^s Land Bank Bill, a clause which empowered the gorerQineiit to 
issue negQtiable paper bearing interest at the rate of three-pence a daj on k 
hundred pounds. In the midst of the general distress and confusion appeared 
the first Eiohequer Bills, drawn fbr various amounts ftom a hundred ponada 
down t« fire pounds. These Instniments were rapidly distributed orer the 
kingdom hj post, and were everywhere welcome. The Jacobites talked 
violentlj against them in every Cofi^e Honae and wrote much detestable rerstt 
against them, but to little purpose. The success of the plan was lueh that the 
Uinistera at one time resolved to issue twent; shilling Bills fbr the payment of 
the troops. But it does not appear that their retolulioa was eatried into cSbot. 
Blstorj of England, toI. It. p. 608. 
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TSoT -was ike Prelate a t^ind of ba wireBAoiUQg adhereot. He 
gave good ground for the fiafc tiiat wM in him. " la GonMdering 
Ae BjTBteniof Texatioad iriclu.orgu^zed agunst ibe ohiuoh and 
pei^e of Camidft, lij tMeSs and mbordinatee who were sent from 
the Court of Louis tike XV., at tfaU time imA&t &e Sceptre of 
Hadarae de Fompadoiir,he aduutted, £raiikl;,tibat under the EngMi 
Qoreramest die Oatholic clergy »Kt rural pojiulaticrti enjoyed mora 
Hberty than waa accorded to them l>efare the confueat ;*' and xfter 
having praised the £ng)idi Qati<«, *' which had welcinued ao geoeri- 
oosly the French EccleEoastacs, bunted out of Franee b; the Repub- 
licans of 1792," he added, " that the capitulation, as well as the treaty 
of 1763> were so many new ties of attachment to Great Britaia, and 
that reh^on itself would gain by the change of dominatic»i."* 

It wae in the aprit of this manly avowal, that be issued his man^ 
dement or episcopal proclamation, read in every church in his dio- 
cese, and concluded in the following eloquent language ; " GuerrterB,^* 
■aid hej " it is to you that belongs the task of opposing yourselves, 
like a waU,f to the approach i^ the enemy. Xbey wiU oease to be 
formidaUe when the God of battles fights on your ^de ; under hid 
holy protection, march to combat as to victory: sustain that repu- 
tation for obedience, for discipline, for valour and for intrepidity 
by which you deserved your first success. Your confidence will 
not be vain, if in expodng.your lives for the defence at your country 
and your hearths, you take care before all things to make your peace 
with God." 

These sentiments of the Bishop were enforced by his clergy with 
a qmet undemonstrative eamesbiess, which is energy, without the 
pretence it often assumes. It pervaded, encouraged, emboldened 



•Lib of UangntKleDT Fleisii, bp L'Abbd FeilaDd. Traailated I 
tnaob, p. 14. Tid« ibid., p. 33, 
t Tha npimtion of fitoaewftU Jaekfon vu Imc «mt!sip*l«d< 
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an men. A remarkable incident, hereafter, on the battle-field of 
Chateauguay will ezemplifjr its influence.* 

Sir George Prerost applied, vigorously, the resources at hia eom- 
mand to the protection of his threatened frontier. He had, at this time, 
cantoned in the districts of Montreal, Laprturie, St. John's, and 
Chambly, about 3,000 men ; two-thirds of which were Voltigeurs and 
embodied militia. It is curious to observe the varying characteiisticB 
of the races, in tiie terms of service most acceptable to each. The 
French Canadian preferred to be a conscript ; the Anglo-Canadian 
irndsted upon bemg a volunteer .f 

'Human Btory reprodncea itaelf. Let na tako the teatimonj of Barke, given 
tweotj yeara before. " Wbea tbe English DstlaQ aeened to be dangetoasly, if 
not irrevocablf dirided^— when one, and that tbe most growing branch, waa 
torn f^om the parent stock, and tDgrafted on tbe power of France, a great 
terror fell npom this kingdom. On a sndden we awakened from our dreams 
of conquest, and saw onreelvea threatened with an Immediate invaaloii, which 
we were, at that time, ver; ill-prepared to resist. Ton remember tbe cloud 
that gloomed over ns all. In that honr of our dismay, from the bottom of 
the hiding-places Into which tbe indiscriminate rigour of onr etatates had 
driven them, came out tbe body of the Roman Oatbolics. They appeared 
before the st^pa of a tottering throne with one of the moat sober, meaanred, 
Steady and dntiful addresaeg that was erer presented to the Crown. It was 
no holiday ceremony, no anniTeraary compliment of parade and show. It was 
signed by almost every gentleman of that peranaaloD, of note or property in 
England. At such a crisis nothing bnt a decided resolntion to stand or fall 
with their.connlry, could have dictated such an address; the direct tendency 
of which was to cut oft all retreat, and to render them peculiarly obnoiiona 
to an invader of their own commaaion. The Address showed what i had long 
languished to see, that all subjects of England had cast off all foreign views 
and connections, and that every man looked for bis relief from every grievance 
at the hands only of hia own national government, — Burke, Speech before tbe 
Bristol Election, Sept., 1194. 

t It was the boast of the soldiers, as we find it recorded in their solemn 
TeiolntioQs, that they had not been forced int« the service, nor had enlisted 
chiefly for the sab of Incre ; thkt they were no janziaries, but free-bora Eng- 
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5otli Briton and Gaul made good soldiers in the field ; but the 
one atood on his independence, and accepted bounty-money; the other, 
eschewed soldiering en amateur, yet cheerfully obeyed the draft. 
Both acted in accordance with their traditions. Since the days of 
Cromwell, the Englishman has been free to fight for whom he pleaaes. 
He enlists for reasons best known to himself ; and " takes the shil- 
ling," because he chooses. The Frenchman has been a feudid fol- 
lower of his lord and of his king from his earliest to his latest history. 
The terms of his tenure in Canada revived a system not then extinct 
in France, and perpetuated habita of thought and action derived from 
his ancestors. He obeyed with the same devotion with which he would 
have followed a Montmorenci or a Cond^ ; and with an inborn recol- 
lection of the discipline of Boyal Roussillon or Guidnne. It was 
necessary to devise and adapt a system suited to the genius of both 
races of the population ; and Sir George Frevost did so. 

In no part of Canada have the two peoples Bo much amalgamated 
as in the district of Montreal. It would be more correct, perhaps, 
to say assimilated : each race still retains its distinctive features ; 

Bacli gives to each a doable cbarm, 
Like pearls upon the Etbiop's um. 

But commerce and constitutional government have exercised their 
infiuence ; and we see that tendency to a union of ^e Norman and 
Saxon elements which, in the course of ages, has made England 
what she is. On this occasion, as ever Eonce, in questions of 
national defence, a generous rivalry* ammated both races. The 
Frenchman bore no loVe to the puritanical " Bostonnais," whose pre- 
vious viuts were not held in pleasant recollection. The Englishman 
rankled in the face of a nation which heaps upon him and his 



liihmen, vho bad, of thetr own accord, pat their lives in jeopardy for tbe 
liberties and religion of England, aad wboae rigbt and dat; it was to watch 
over the wel&re of the nation which thtj had sared.— Haeanlay, Vol. II, p. 94. 
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1^ cfflUKnraiH fur m vjm: 

ooOntiT', cMitom^ idtd rltupei^tton. Hard vords may hretk, no 
,k»iea, but ibey oSor a poor ulre to old sores, ^us, \n& Um 
cotdial EUd of ttn united pc^ation, ^ 3«orge made vigorous 
ttmrngemeats tot the dflf<»tc« of tiids fraQtier.* 

Aboat ten tn^M b6\m tho onUet of Lftke Ch&mpl^, bairing 
tbe cfatum^ <^ tbfl BJ$1ieU«ti, steads fte Boilitftr^ post of Isle aoz 
Ktnx — now a fortress, then a swampj Klaod, protected bj ruder 
breastwiM-ks and a voodeo blockhouse. In 1S12, when the oqIj 
aieans <^ oommuidoatioa was hy Vftter, Isle wix Noix was regarded 
w a bulwwk of the frantiet. The oountr; on eaoh side of this fsrtalice 
■tiaa, for man; miles, an impenetrable forest. It is now cleared ani 
cultivated ; traversed by roads, and seined with railways. In those 
days it waa regarded as the portal of the distoiet. Here was 
stationed a smijl r^qlar garrison. Here, not long before, Sir 
James Craig had oaused to be ocmveyed three gun>boat5, bnSt ab 
Quebec. In the summer of 1818 Ihe gui^S<»i eonsisted of detach- 
ments of the 13th and 100th regiments, and a small party e^ 
artillery, under command of M^w Taylor, of the 109th.t 

The Amerieans, shortly after the oommenoemeat of the war, had^ 
on their part, boilt and equipped a small flotiUa, to watoh tho 
entrance to the lake, and protect its waters fi^jm insult. This object 
is now secured by a strong but small work, called Fort Montgomery, 
which, on the verge of the frontier, and at the margin of the river, 
preventa the British from getting out, ^ effoctnally as Isle auz 
Koix prevents th6 Americana &om getting iia. It may be question- 
able if, iu the event of a war, either work Would, under the present 

• In Septombar wai ambodiad another batuilon of mllUU, ofttUd the F(ftk 
BAttellon, ftftervnrda Oanadiaa Ohassenn ; while the merahanti aod traden 
(tfthe 1st UonUMl SAdeotary Ullltbi orpnUed tbaniBBlrei laio toot oompanlH 
Af TolaQtaen for furUan datf, and field' Mtric* in oaie of aatigtatsjt— 
tSirittU, ToL II, p. 41. 

t Janet, Vol. II, ji. SSft, 
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COTcumattaooe <^ &s froolaer scd eonditiou of varfiw, prore aught 
eke than a iwre soui-trap, ia wtkb aoldien are eoaflned alive, to 
be disposed of at leiaun, A few bcowb fiUed vkh ttones and sunk 
in tfav muddy cfauKKlf would pirolaS^y wawer tt« purpose, at a Usa 
9jp«iditare of men aod saooey. 

littJe ^preleDHon vas cntestused ^ Isle asx Noix of aa 
■Mack fhw tli9 lake, wbea at 4ay^)reak oft tbe lowning of the lat 
Jane, a sentry (« tjip SDal^ni imapart diaoonred tracks, aad 
afaceaiaMS, aitd ti)9 maats «f tfUl veneU ri^g above tiie mists, 
irindi at oariy mwa, na4 at that kwoq of t^ year, setde down 
iqwQ the manhy ba«^ (£ tbe nrer. The alarm was giveu-^tiia 
garrisoD was rouaed— the gim-bcato niasB«d, and get iinder v«igh; 
Wkl, feeUitg their way disough fbe fog, came i^xai tno armed sloops, 
$f from 90 to 100 bou each, ame4 each witt 10 gims~-«i^teen- 
potmder carrmadee and long axat ; ai^ e»A monotiBg oa a, pivcfb 
an ^gbbeea-poonder Coliuabiad. The ohjeet q£ the incursion was 
.oerw made intelUgible. It was Tentuseaome, kit indiscreet. 
Without the oo-operstjog of a land foi«e ael^g could have beeo 
«&cted. The sranod teasels eotild ody hare aj^toaohed tbe wwIeb ■ 
to thcor own assured destmotion. Fvnn the natsre <iS the ohaimd 
^LSj could Q0i hnag tbeir broadfflde g^ma to bear: Mloniag in file, 
Jibe fire ofl}ie-oiieiix9«ded the fire of the other. A8itvaB,lhe.gi». 
boats had tihmi at 1iheiria«cey,asdeikedbDt& Maj(a-Tay{or,p»- 
.eeinngiusadyflntag4) landed toes from the brntiaod bt^txmtx, asui 
Uoing the boslKS OS EntbOT ndfl of tlie atnam, kept up a gailing Gm of 
nw^etry. Aflei a eoDtest of tlvwe bottra and a b^ they stmA. 
tbe^ coknuf ; and prorei to be tbs Growler ud £a^, armed 
doopff, wi^ a wsijJeotDnt ef fift/ dod vai^^awl ootanaQded hg 
Gapima Sidaey Snnth, kte tf tin Gbea^Mdw. ^e GaowIerwM 
1g:«u^t»tbegiiKrlMiiuiaa&^; dwilaglewasw maided by hw 
fumy aotagoauta, ^ai f be was ena aidiOM to Bare bar &«« sicMag, 
bit was got off, afterwards^ «iid repaired* 
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This unexpected attack and its results, ezpoeed the hospitala, 
barracks, and Stores in preparation on Lake Ghamphun for " Mon- 
treal service," and encouraged the British to attempt their dea- 
truction. Sir George Prevoet, in a despatch to Brock, in July, 1812, 
had remarked most justly, that " our numbers would not Justify 
offensive operations, unless calculated to strengthen a defensive 
attitude." There can be no doubt but that, at this moment, the best 
defence was to be found in disarming farther attack. 

Preparations were made accordin^j. The prizes were re- 
equipped ; the three gun-boats put in the best order ; .a flotilla of 
row-boats and batteavx provided for the conveyance of troops. But 
the movement was paralyzed for the want of marinere. Fortunately, 
tiiere was then l^g at Quebec H. M. brig of war, Wasp. Her 
gallant commander, Everard — Pring, his second — and their whole 
crew volunteered to man the vessels on Lake Champlain. The service 
was readily accepted — the mon transported to their destination — 
and on the 29th of July, the expedition left Isle aux I^oix for. 
Lake Champlain. The military force consisted of detachments of 
Uie 13th, 100th, and 103rd regiments — about 1000 officers and 
men, under command of lieutenant Colonels Williams, Taylor, Bui 
Smith. A small artillery force, under Captain Gordon, and a few 
embodied militia were added ; and the whole placed under Lieu- 
tenant ColonelJohn Murray, of the 100th, one of the most prominent 
officers of the war. On the following day the flotilla reached Platts- 
burg — landed — dispersed the militia under General Moore — and de- 
stroyed the barracks on the Saranac, which were preparing for the 
reception of 4,000 men." They upset Pyke's encampment, burned 
the arsenal, hospital, store-houses ; and removed a large quanti^ of 
naval and military stores. Everard then stood across the lake to 
Burlington, in the Growler — now re-named the Broke — accompaiued 
by one gun-boat. He was oloae in on &e 2nd August : found two 



• UncraT'i Despateh, 3td Aagait, 186S. 
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aloops, one of 11 and the other of 13 gana, ready for sea ; and a 
third, flomewhat larger, lying tinder protection of a battery of 10 
guns, moonted on a liigh bank, while two floating batteries and field- 
pieces, on the shore, strengthened the position.* Everard captured 
and deatrojed four vessels under the eyes of this very superior force, 
which he very wisely abstained from attacking. The barracks and 
stores of Swanton, on Missisquoi Bay, were destroyed, aa were also 
the barracks, block stores, and buildings at Champlatn town ; the 
contemplated mischief was frustrated for a time, and the expedition 
returned to Isle aux Noix. This irruption, wHch was essentially 
a military movement of great importance, was denovmced by the 
Americain press as an Outrage. The British were stigmatized aa 
'*futhless ruffians, unprincipled invaders."! They forget that on 
the following day waa perpetrated the second descent by Commodore 
Chauncey on York, a place already jjundered, half depopulated, 
and where there was, at the time, no military establishment. 

This hold stroke, on the part of the British, disconcerted for the time 
the American project to invade liower Canada by the most natural and 
accessible channel, and with the aid of a naval force ; and it now 
becomes necessary to explun the circumstances which had about 
tius time much facilitated their naval preparations on the northern 
lakes. The Government of Washington had made the best use of 
adversity. Driven to bay upon the sea-board, they devoted their 
ener^ee, their men, and material to their inland waters, and from 
a new stand of vantage dealt forth strenuous blows. 



■ EveraTd'a Deapatcfa, 3rd Aaguel, 1863. 
t JuMi, ToL II, p. 3U. 
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CHAPTBE XVm. 

SMng hr nremei lbs BittUi Admbvltr MUd wUb TlgMuw-BUsa w«t« «q:D^ped of a 
oallbre toiii«et tbe AmerMas— Ameriiwai bliKb^ed In tbelr ownhirboan— CommBTM 
dMirojred, roTeaue rained -gMmen nielBB on the aBeu, tmuf^rred Co the l^kw— 
HhiU 9iigrig m t n i il ». Ponflalwi *ad Deottor— FelbMa and Aiigiu-fiaxer and Etfer- 
ptjift— Cmbe of Um Frcil^ait nidsc Connaodore BW%e'*— I^tRil* fhutter— Unple«- 
•uit ilolultudtB-^tory of (he Frontier — Squire B«piDld«— HIa narrative— Earij atata 
of Ibe Detroit Frantier--BalldlDg of Felt UiBiel— Who p^ for It— €arrender of 
lUablgaii TeMto^ ud DMroK to AtDdrifaiu Wider Ji^'i TumQ* 17«»-Brttldi wir- 
veeMle an tbe Upper l^ka NUoved to rot—Broek's tutetTlsw wllb tbe Indiuii^ane 
ISia-'Flrst BCsIp l^en by the Americen HeCulloeb— todlan exupentjon— Reeolntlon 
to nt>ll«»-Dectar«tion of wv ncciTe4 9801 JaJui, HO-^CibUM of Om Cvna* 
fMket bf Uenv Rolette. 

We w^, tfamvfore, ntm^ to ttie oeeSD, vibiah w£ IbA; on the 1st 
Jane, after &9 BoceeMfiil issae of die donteat betveeu tiie ShannoQ 
and &e Chesapeake. Long befi^re this erwit occmred — early in 
the yoM — the Brita^ admiralty, sftmg into actiirfty by previous ra- 
T«nW9, bad de^tobMl to tbe ooast of AnMiica vessels of a alass, and 
in audi etrengtb, m to sweep tfae sea of the Amencan cnusess, and 
«oiapel &e bset and bravest of theor ships and officers to take refnge 
in Jtisir own )i/ab<Mn. In Feb. 181^, Sir Jo^. Barlaas Warren, 
iiavrng eatablisfaed a vigilant blockade of &e American ooasta, iiUn^ 
cepted their carrTa^and ooastingtndefaodnHnedtheireomnwrQe.* 
The public reremie sank from $24,000,000 to |8,000,000. The 
Bays of the Ghesapealie andDelawacewcffescoured by Admiral Cock- 
bom and a light squadron ; great damage iaflieted on naval stores 
and anenals, and tile towns on Hie coast kept in a Continual stato 
of hwassment. A few comments wUdi it is proposed to make on 
Hie oeonrrenoea of tlus naval canquugn, and on ttte atrocitiea charged 



* AlliOD, Tol. IT, p. 403, Am. adltira. 
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sgabiBt Cockbum sad hia crews, are poetpcHLed to a later and ibore 
opportune oocaaion in tlie course of thie narrative. The effect of 
the blo<^ade was to abut up the AmeivjaQ fiigatea in the ports of 
the Atlantic, and to transfer their officers and orews^to Lakes Gham- 
pluu, Ontaiio, and Erie. Thus it was tbat Captun Sidney Smith, 
Ute of the Chesapeake, was found and oaptured at Isle auz Noiz. 
ThoB it was that CtHninodore Ferry, on L^e Etie, aud later etiU, 
Commodore MacdoBough, on Lake Obamplain, were enabled to (lo 
BQch good service to their country. 

Bnt, not to interropt the even tenor c^ our inland way hereafter, 
it may be as well to note here a few remarkable events of maritime 
war which signdized the summer. Onthe6th:Aagast, the Dominica, 
a British schooner of twelve guns, 67 men, and nine boys, was cap- 
toredbytheAmerican privateer Deoatur,C^tiun Dominique Diron, 
moonting half the number of guns ; but one, an 18-pounder, <hi a 
farot, of more value than all the guns engaged, and aupi^ied by a 
ooBo^dement of 120 men. The American, confident in his numbers, 
carried the Dominica by boarding. The obatinaoy of the contest 
is best shown by the list of oaaoaltieB. The Dominica lost her 
oai^Bia, Lieutenant Bar^t^, purser, two nudahipmeo, and thirteen 
men killed, aud for^ woimded. Out of a crow of aevent^-ox soul^ 
fifty-seven were hora de combat before she Bwreodered. 

On the 12th of the same month, the Feliosti, a Sritiah eightem 
goa brig, just in &om a cruise, was despatched ima Cork befiwe 
she furled siuls, to encounter an American war aohooner, known to 
be eommittmg depredatioDS in St. George's CSianael. 3ie proved ' 
to be the Ai^us, of 20 guna. After & sharp aoti<m of forty-five 
oBBntes, tlw Americas was carried by boarding. Her oapt^ 
Allen, was kiUed in the action. ISxe Pelican was the superior vessel 
of die two. She was heaner in touu^, aod threw a broad!«le 
8ffl». more than her adversary, bat the Argns had the advantage 
in «l«w by about SO men. 
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later in Hio jear, (m tiie 5th September, the Brid^ brig of war 
Boxer, of 14 gnus, lying at anchor <^ P<Hltlaad, Maine, discovered 
a Btul in the offing | weired, and broa^t to action ilie American 
gon brig Enterprise, <^ 16 gnns. Here the advantage in tconage 
and weigbt of mettd was on the side of the Amorioans. In men 
they were 120 to 60. The usual saagtupaiy scene ensued. The 
fighting on both mdes was desperate. Botii of the captsuas, Bly&e 
and Burrows, were kiUed, uid the British e^p was sorrendwed when 
her orew was reduced to 2T men. Her oohnirs oouhi not be hauled 
down ; they had been nailed to the mast. Greeks may have met Greeks 
in a manner worthy of all imitation, but it may be donbted if they 
ever surpassed British or American s^ors at &e close of an ao&m. 

These were ihe most igeniaTkable events of this naval campaign: 
Commodore Rogers, in the President, made a long cruise, prohfic in 
despatches, during wUoh he was always running away &om some- 
body, or somebody running away &bm him. He made a few prises, 
and a great escape, and saceesefully got hfone, which appears to 
have been the greatest success of his expeditjoh. 

We will now retrace our steps from the ooeui to our own inland 
Beas — &om the sea-board of the AtUuitio to the Detroit frontier. 
Here, in the extreme West, &e war had undergone many vicisEdtudes. 
The scenes there ^laoted have, to a oertfun extent, been aheadj 
recorded as they befell ; but for a clear underHtanding of the 
catastrophes of this campaign, it is well to recapitulate some of 
the early occurrences of the year. It is not a pleasant' tale to toll 
which torminatos in ttisastor, but a great nation looks upim rererses 
-as the true tost of prowess, and whether on the banks of the Canadian 
Thames, or in the rocky festaesses <rf Cabocd, encountors the decree 
-of &to with dauntless &ont. From these, and a thousand such 
■otieaia, England has emerged, pnrified, and strengthened. AU that 
men of Briti^ lineage idsh to know upon Bulrjecto siich as these is 
the truth. The wisdcon, which truth inspres^hae loog once taught, 
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that ve caii never be told the truth too often, or too emphataoallj, 
and we are permitted on this occaaon to draw it &om a source 
beyond all peradrentore. 

All men who know Amhersthnrg, or MaldeOj as it is oRea called, 
know Sqnire Reynolds. Ther« is not in all the Western Counties 
a m^i better known or more respected. He is in &ct an institu- 
tion—one of the oldest and earHest in the cotmtry. At the age c£ 
eighty-three, he unites the mental rigour (i£ middle age with a 
wonderful amonnt of bo^y activity and buoyancy of spirits. Wa 
vitality is Fahnerstonion. This gentieman exercises in his part of 
the coui^iy tJie frmctitms of a p&txiarcbal lUtadamant^os. He is 
the universal arbitrator and referee. If you want safe law or 
intelli^ble logic ; if yoa want counsel for the present, advice fbr 
the future, or an inkling of the past, you are handed over at once, 
imd as a matter of course, to Squire Beynolds. He lives in a snug 
homestead, more villa than &rm-house^— low, with extended wings — 
embedded ina grove offineold pine trees. In front flows the Detrcut, 
literally seamed with long lines of schooners, tngged and towed by 
littie ungainly steamers — the "Black I>war&" of the river, small, 
n^y, but poBsessed of ^ant 8treng&— and which. scare up from.the 
sorrooD^ug waters, flocks' c^ innniQeraUe wild-fowl. Aronnd him 
are the inclosures and gafd^ua, and the indescribable maes of oat- 
bnil^gs, which the protection of his oattie in wintei: imposes upon 
the Canadian fanner— with an eye, in early days, to the wolves — 
perhaps to the Indians. We are reminded in the long low irregular 
building, in the court yards uid oafr«te^{^, and even by the 
relics of a former "stockade," of " Botherwood, the dwelling of 
Cedrie the Suon." 

'^th this introduction, the kindly <Ai gentieman may be left to 
qteak for himself. Seated in Ms rocldn^hiur, before a cozy log 
fire, at' Us own hearth-etone on tiie shores of the Detroit, on this 
imBiy Kbrember mcaiung,-.4ie jerks himself back frcan b^re the 
bla», and exclaims- 
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"KJwwsoHiotiiHigof tbe coinrtryl Why, I think I do. IhMW 
H before H vea made, and bam men it grow, eveiy ineh, once. I 
remember irheii, witii the exception of this tiHle str^ of settlemeat, 
-bardlyirider than the Beach Lota where we now are, iJwre vmnot 
B house betnreenHoron and Ontario. 2To man but the hunter tz»- 
-vosed that wildemeas, of which London is now the cent». Pur 
oommnnioations &om ' below ' were all \>j water. The Cottrte <^ 
Law wore ti^nsported by water. WeD do I remember nhen, m 
1802, &B Brig Speedy, Thomas Paxton, master-^ther of Uajor 
Paxton, of Fighting lEdaud— was lost on the Lafce, and the Judge 
and the Jnry, Crown Offices, and litigmte— all went down in her. 

<' My &ther was CommiBsary to the Britidi tioope at Fort Delrat 
—at that time the cMef tniding port and militaty setiJement in Qua 
part of the woild. I was bc«u diere in 1781. At this tame tlie 
frtiole State of Mjobigan was British Territory— tho rirer &fiami 
divided it from the St^ of Ohio,— and we were often aad nmoh 
disturbed by qnairels, tuul bloody fi^ts at times, b^ween the 
Indians of our territory and the fixntier setUeis, who emdd not be 
kept back. 

" At lengtii, in 1T94, QontrDot ^mcoe, with the antiiority of tiie 
British Qovemment, eansed a Foit to be bmlt at tiie month i^ Ae 
Bfianu, for the protection of oar frontier. iRlkingtm, late Oenei^ 
^Qdngton, of the En^eers, jdanned it and eiqierintended t^e 
constmction. Colon^ Ki^aad was in garrison tiiere with part of 
the 24th Foot. In 1T96, 1^ Jay's Treaty, a new Ibe of femtieT 
was established. The Americans persuaded the British GoT»n- 
ment tiiat tho lone of the "^ Lawreme and the Lakes, was the 
safest frontier between the conntiies, and so, ior the sake ^ a 
quiet house, liiey' gave Tip EiU die frontier po^s—Oswegatchie, 
Oswego, Kia^ra, Miami, and Setr^t. I saw tiie British 8*g 
haoled down from the flagstaff i^Dfib^ at noon, llih July, 1796. 
I saw it ^ain hcosted 1^ Broek, at iteoQ'of Sand!^, 16tii Angnit, 
1812. 
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** Vheai we gan ap Detroit tiiA lirer v»3 widen thaa H is now 
in bdoii of ttuM) bage mty. It miut bare been at least 1,000 yards 
inde then, bnt Qi& wbarvos oa both aides bare mocb esoroacbed 
on tb» watffls. Tbe fbrt atood back <m a aai n g bank about 700 
ysrdsiB tho rear (^ tbe rir^. Wfe l«ft it in captal ordeor. Tbe 
troops were vitbdiawn and quartered at Sandwich and Fort Mai- 
den. We bad at that time Uie enlirti Oontiiol of tbe waters of the 
offier Lakes. We bad a flatilla, composed of two large br^, 16 
gaos each ; one schooner of 8 gniu ; and &ree gui^boate of one 
gaa each. Ihey were aU allowed to rob 

" 33ms Snglatid abaad(m«d ACcbigan, a tsritorj aa big as Spiun'— 
'nilt ito coal naoes and other reBooroes— and our Indian alKea were 
left to the tender mertdes of tbe Ohio trappers, who inTsded th^ 
hnntiug grosnda, and drove ^ma to desperation. Lord Dorebester 
mat home in disgoat, remariong that Canada was a new ' Arcady 
the Blest,' to be jffoteoted, thenoefbrward, by oateb-poles and jayelin 
voffu. Well did Lord Chatham ezdum, b^ore this time, that Qt» 
d^ilomatiats of llogland threw away, with a dash of tbe pea, what 
her soldiers had won at the point of the baycsiet. 

" There was a gentleman of your name residing at that time in 
ITewark. He woa in the Gonmiiasviatk Ah I an nncle. Well, I 
eaa teSl you something abont him in relation to tbe sunreBder d 
tfiia territory. In X79T, the year after tbe eracuatios, I was sent 
dews by my father to Newark, on a nuasion of whicb I was proud. 
I was (Hdy 17 years cdd then. It appeara that Governor Simeoe, 
who had bailt Fort Miami, and had defrayed the expenses oat of 
tiie Military chest, had iorther resolved that &£ ezpenditore should 
be refimded tttan. the revenue of the Provinee, and I was sent down 
with an ordor on P&ter Bnsaell, ^«udent of the Conmnl, for the 
amonnt. lir. BnsseQ honoured the order and gave me the money, 
which I banded over to the Imperial Officer, Commissary James 
Co£Sn, ai^ took his leoeipt. We beoane great friendi in after 
years. 
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« I oannot Bay whether the FroTince afltaall; pud the mone; or 
not. The rerenne was very sm&ll then. - The arnoont ptud over 
yrta somewhat aboat ^£4,000 specie, sealed up in canraa bags. 
Lord Dorchester and General Simobe nu^t hare had to raise the 
monej themselves— Simcoe had left the Frovince. All I do know 
is, that the monej was refunded to the Impeiial Treasury. If 
Canada paid for Fort Miami, it was ^ven op without much regant 
to her interests. I don't know that she paid in like maimer fbr any 
other placeB surrendered on the frontier. - 

" I was here in 1812. I was myself a commissary to the forces ; 
and, in those days, to feed a force, and provide la advuice for the 
supply, was an arduous task : of course our mwn dependence was 
on the regolu line of supply ^xnn Mon^Teal. The troops, and the 
Indians, too, were supplied from our stores. The cluef rations then 
con^sted <tf Irish mess pork ; but pigs had begun to be plentiful ; 
and, when our communications were interrupted, I contrived to 
supply the deficiency &om the farms wWch were springing up over 
the country, with most of which I was familiar. While I had 
diarge, Oie troops never wanted, though they had often but little 
to spue. , 

" Before the war broke out — I think eariy in Jnne, 1812 — Brock 
ptud us a flying vi^t. He wsa then Qovemor, during ^e absence 
of Governor Gore. When at Fort Maiden, the Int^ans asked Brock 
for powder and guns, to go back into Michigan, and get back their 
lands. The General told them, that to give them ammunition, 
would be to make war on the United States ; ' but,' said he, * I 
am very sure that they will make war upon ns before long. So 
wut & bit, and you shall have all yon want ;' * but,' added he 
veiy solemnly, ' if I supply you, you must abstain &om scalping 
the dead, and ill-tr«ilasg youc piisoners. Promise me that, and 
then you shall have all you want.' They did promise. Ctdonel 
£Uiott, the Indian interpreter, was present, and translated. 
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*'To« would like io know how that ppwniBe was kept. I can tefl 
you Bomething about that, too. When Hall crossed at Sandvioh, 
12tii July, 1812, he despatched sooating parties to the Canard 
Biver, only seven miles from Fort Maiden, under Cass, and one 
McCulloch, a Kentuoky man.* Thej enoooutered at the Canard 
Bridge an Bidian scouting party of fifteen vartiors and two squaws. 
The Indians (^>ened fire on the Americtuia, wbo fell back. One of 
ttieni crossed &e river, fool-hardily, and was shot. McOullooh 
Boalped him, and the body was abused by those with him. 

" McCullocli bared his arm, and attaobed the troj^y to his left 
elbow, a way they have of drying such things. On Us way back he 
stopped at the Park fium, near Saodwioh, and asked Widow Park 
for a drink of water. She observed what hung from bis elbow, and 
remarked on it. ' Yes,' stud he, ' it is the scalp of a d — d red- 
t^an yre killed below Uiere.' ' I tun sorry for it,* said she ; ' ^ 
Indians would 'not hare done the like. I guess you'll sofier (at 
ttuB.* 

"And 80 they did. When tiie Americans retired, the Indians 
went over and found the body of their comrade, scalped, and his 
skiill beat in. They wrapped it in a blanket, and bore it back to 
Fort Maiden, went right to the door of Colonel St. George, die 
commandant, and laid it down at tJie tiiresbold. They called out 
the Colonel. * Look !* stud ^sj, ' our great &1her not long ago 
told us not to Boalp, not to kill. Look at our brother ; the long 
kmves not only scalped him, but killed him over agun. Look at 
Ilia skull ! Our promise is wiped out.' 

"This was but the beginning — ^more by and by. But in a day or 
two the Americans came back to tiie river Canard — ^the Ta^mn-tee, 



■ KcOalloch (OtpUdn UeOnlloob) wu, It ]a ta^ piMnmed, tbe pergon killed 
b; tb« IndlauB, at tba bead of a acontiog partj, in tbe BabBeqneat a^Jr of 
Tan Hone. Vid* Jsm«a L p 63. 
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as the Indians call it, — wlnob I97 Hae tune iras better ia^>te4ted, by 
more Indiaus and a bouJI party of Qie 41st. Agun they hod a 
fi^t, and were again repnbed. A fine fellow of the 41at loBt his 
life here.* He was advanced B«itiy in the plain on the <^>er ade 
of the river. They came npoo Imn snddenly, and called to him to 
tinow down bis urns, and sarreoder. He replied OaA he was there 
to defend his post, and fired, kUUng one man. They fired, too, and 
ntorbally wounded him, and, on thor retreat, left him to die in a 
shed. He died, and was finmd, aoalped, and the Ameiieans were 
1^ first aooosedt^tbe deed; bat that was soon proved to be wrong. 
It tamed oat ^t (me Maia<podie, an Indian of oars, had steallhity 
fidlowed' fite Americana in hopes <^ jncking ap a scalp, in revenge 
fbr the act of a few iaya befiwe. He did not aocceed ; bat on Hb 
retom, flighting apcsi the dead body of the seedier, he thoo^t that 
any scalp was better than mme. He brwi^t it in, and, boili Eetm 
the colonr and cot of the hmr, was detected at cmce by the aom< 
radea of the dead man, who gave him a good thrashing for faia 
peins. 

*' We heard of &a dedaratum of war <m the 28th Jmie, 1812. 
Brook sent ap the news fixmi York. He had arranged befioe 
with Procter, to go over aod take Detroit, ^t &e first outbreak of 
mr. Hall had not yet reached this post, bat was on tite my with 
Konforenaents from Ohio. On the 2nd of Jnfy all aimogementB 
were made, and we were on the p(unt of starting, itbaa, b^ow 
B(»a Blanc Idaod, on the Canada shore, appeared a fleet of boats. 
We made np oar minds at once that it was the Americans ooming 
to attach tu, and maimed oar woks. It was all a false alarm. It 
tonted oat to be a brigade (f trading boats and canoes finm Mcn- 
treal to Macinaw. Next day orders came from Prevost to make 
DO (Msimn movements, and nothing more was done. 
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<'Bat upon this day, the 3rd, a g^lant &at vas perfortnod by 
Ideut. Rolette, a plucky little French Canadian from Qaebec. He 
was lieatenant in the Provincial Muine. He was out in a boat 
witii eight men, when he saw a vessel approach nnder American 
colours He went right ^oagside, and boarded, and foimd himself. 
among American nnifonna. Witliaat a word, he pat a sentry on 
the arm-chest, one on tiie oompamon ladder, and one at the wheel, 
aodtiien gave loud orders to shoot any man resisting. Tho Ameri- 
MSB knew nothing of the declaration of war. indepwdeat of the crew 
there was on board a guard of thirty-tiireesoltUera. Shortly recover- 
ing from their sarprise, the Amecicans, ramarking tlm nomber, be^o 
to oaat Qgly glances on their captoiB ; but it so chanced tiiat ^e 
vessel was close off a windmill on the Oanaida shore, aronnd wluch 
bad been thrown ap & breastwork of logs, Yiiadh. gave it a military 
look. Bolette, witl( presence of mind, ordered the helmsman, in 
lood toDOB, to pat the vessel imder the goos of the battety. This 
had its effect fw the moment. Fortonatety a batteaa came down 
tbe river at this time, with men and an officer, and enabled him to 
seooro the prize. She proved to be die Caynga Packet, eontumng 
Hall's nulitary chest, extra baggage, II^lltar; and medical stores, 
and all the correspondence of the army< 
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BqnlK BejnoM'* ii *ii «1 1 t o Aii1t«1 of Bnwk— Intenlew irttli lanunielt— AHUn on tba 
FronUar 1813— Bill tt Mklden— From the duM to the fletd— Cotonsi St George 
— Attwk oa FceiMih Town— Oivtara of General Wlnglualer— BeliMt of FroetoF— 
WOBoded abandonsd— BoMta hit— BftwDBtown' ud tbe •aalpA—Foct Xelgs— BriHah 
eiigfiie«n— CoIdds] Gistlot— U^Jor BaTnolds mt the Bilsln—Del^t of Green Clay— Beta- . 
Uatlon of tbe btdhuu-'Bet»t from Fort Helgt— Connsll of war— BeorlmlDatloiu— 
Proolor, SUlott, TMonueh— Proiitor'i traitoeat of the UUltU— Seoond attack do Fort 
lleiga— A tUlure— Fort Btereiuon attacked — Brarel; defended hj TSajor Croghau— 
Ool. 8b<»t UUed-nBtorman repnlnd— Prootor retire*— Barolay at Halden— EKOrti to 
•qnlp aqnadton— Mo men nor matatlil— Tbe (wo St'a— C^bre and ebaracUr of gnna 
In the •qnadroiu reapeotlTely. 

" This exploit of Rolette's was of great value to Brock vheD be 
amred on the ISth of August. I was iritli Cd. Elliott, Saperin- 
tendent of Indians, when news came that a boat had reached tbe 
beach \rith officers on board. Tecumseh was in the room. Elliott 
got up and spoke to Tecumseh in Shawanee, and ve went down 
together to the water-edge. We found the General and oUiera 
disembarking. Among the first was John Beverley Bohinson, and 
a lot of York Tolnnteers. We were told mora wanted to come than 
tiie General could bring ; and he put them oShj saTing that he 
wanted some lo remain to defend York. 

" Tecumseh was presented to Brock. I observed him looking nar- 
roiriy at the General. On our way back to the house, he remarked 
to Elliott that the General was a brave man, deserving of all confi- 
dence. 

"And now, with.respeot to Ihe occurrences on this frontier in tlie 
spring and summer of 1818. I was present at them all. The 
troops could not move without the OcnmniBsaiy ; and I am proud to 
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feel iha.t whatever was left to me was done satufaotorily. A little 
t£ && earl; fighting, when told, expluns the rest. 

" On the 18ih Jan., 1813, being the annirerBarj of old Qneea 
Charlotte's birthday, all the yoongfellowB on the coast »de — lesjetme$ 
gent de la e6te — combined widi the militaiiy to ^re a ball. We had 
assembled at Mrs . Draper's Tavern, here in AmherstboTg, and the lada 
aodlaaseswerefullofdaQOe and ftin,i^ien in walked Colonel St.Greorge 
equipped for the field. "My boys," stud he, in a lond voice, "you 
most prepare to dance to a different tone ; the enemy is upon usj 
and we are going to surprise them. We shall take the route about 
four m the mtaning, so get ready at once." Of course there was 
some confosion and surprise, but I believe tlie fellows liked the 
fighting as much as the dancing, l^e ball broke up at once, and 
every man was at his Eq)potnted post at the proper time. It had 
been very cold, bat no mow had fallen. The river had taken 
across, and we started for Brownstown, four miles distant, on the 
ice. It was not conddered strong enough to bear more than small 
4-poundera. The men marched in extended order. 

'* It appears that the Qeneral had got intelligence that General 
Winchester was advancing rapidly to attack Fort Maiden or De- 
trmt, and had resolved to anticipate him. The American 0«ner^, 
'V^nchester and Haniscm, were at loggerheads. Winchester, an 
old revolutionaiy t^cer, did not like to be superseded by Harriscoi, 
and aimed at a great blow, on bis own' account, before' the other 
could come up to share the gloiy. We took the wind out of his 
Btula most completely. It was just dawn of dtly when our colomns 
got out of the forest on an open space in front of the bouse of a 
Cana^an named Jerome, which the Americans had stockaded. 
The pUoe was called French Town, on the Biver Ktumn. The 
Americans must have arrived on the ground the night befcre. The 
stockaded house was quite insufficient to receive them. Fart were 
encamped or bivouacked <xi the outude. As we got out of the 
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iTDod, &e reeeSlS was botttiog inside the stockade, and it sesmed 
aa if ilie adraiioed seakry vas attracted by the ral;^ of fte drams, 
fijr he did not penrame m, in tha rakt of Ihe moining, imtil &sj 
bad eeaaed. !I3uai he heard the mmble <tf iha gan-oarnages, aad 
tamed and fired, and hit Gates, the leading grsndiffi of the 4l8t, 
ti^t throa^ the head. Th« ball vent in at one ear wm[ ont aA 
Ute other. Oar people deployed rs|ndly to the ri^ and 1^, in 
the open, and commfflioed to fire. Proctor made a etmoge dispo> 
ation of his line. He put a gsn aa eadi flaok, and advanced one 
gnn in front of the oentre,. 80 tliat eveiy ball of the easay, 
Ttbifih missed the gun, Btraek tlie men in the ireat, and some 
tX OUT own musketry hit the gunners. I'll t^ yoa a Bb»y aboat 
tins {H«sently. In the mean time the fire from our line was so 
heavy, that it drove the enemy ^o were oat^de the stockade 
down the bank <ai to the froaen stream below, and into the woods 
beyond, where numbers ware killed by the Indiaiu. The stockaded 
hoose still held out, wh^i, to onr surprise, Genenl Winohoster wbb 
brought in a prisoner. He had alept away firom his men at the 
house of a Frenefaman naaaed Lasalle, about two miles off, and, 
arooBed by the fixing, had monnted his ksse, md wss ridisg 
down in haste, when he was intereepted by a dmnkea InditB, 
known by ike sooibnqnet of Brandy Jaok.* Wa e^tor bad 
despoiled the poor Genwal (£ hk oocked hat, eoat and epauletB, 
and had donned these ™»lgnift of rank, and out a most lodioroos 
figure witli his rennilim aheeks and punted &ee and pompotH aepeot. 
The Qeneral, in lus shirt^deeTSS, on a laita cokl mwmng, waa in a 
sad ph{^t. Brandy Jack deacribed how the Qeneral had fired his 
amaU gon (pistol)! at him — ' no good,' — and gam ^ oaptiTe oi ISa 
lifle to Prootor, iriio reecored him inth afikindness. 3%e traoritioQ 



■ Jamea aad Olviatia attritmto t6e Mptore of WaobMter to Boaad HMd a 
Tjandot abla£. Bs may alu kara •njored tke Mabrl^Mt of " Bmo^ JMk 
bnt the iqulre n>lnt»iiu the Utter denomioalion to be the troe one. 
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bom peril of iisiuit dmth to ueiired aafefy warmed &e beart of 
Ckneral Winobeeter. &efelt,atanoeiliat,tbe£nii^ werenot^ 
■Boosters tiny were paioted , and he o&red to sarnoder ^ Blockaded 
hooBeandgamacRijifpiomiBedqaartor. Q3ie pnouiefras, of course^ 
made, and tbe gamani laid down tiiflir arms. Tbie led to a cataa- 
trophe whi(^ was dee^ deplored by tu alL 

'* Bat I pronDBed you a stoiy aboat Bcdette. He came i^ to me 
on Ibe iee, and said be was rery fdok — &at he bad a nudang bead- 
ache. I reoommended him to retam. The brave little FrencbmaQ 
tomed opou me aa if I had iifiolted him. He was detailed to take 
charge of a gan, he said ; to go bac^ woidd be etemal disgrace. 
* ImA hem,' said be, producing a beary Bukbiia haodker^ef, 
' tie tiiis tight nnmd my head.' I rolled it up thick, and did so. 
< I am better already,' be i«mariced, and poshed on. AAer libs 
action be came to me. ' !Qiat buidkeEclaef,' sud he, * saved my 
U&; look here ;'aikl in the folds (^Uwhaadkerdiief was a musket- 
ball, which had portly oat &aaa^ the silk, and bad flattened, Moe 
aide of it, on bia skoll. TbaX oiamam of bis must have been sob- 
staaliaL It waa all swdlen loid bladcened where the ball bad- 
Btmek. He was in firont <£ our line in the ooDtre, and had been 
wotmdod by oar own men. ^rine, tf Ha n»y> a Iieateiiant,who 
WBDmanded the other gan, ma also womided ia the heel. 

"IhaTe«p(^»nof theoa;tastiD}die. I will tell yoa, now, how that 
came abcmt. Soaroely bad the prisoMft sorrendwed, and be«n 
nandied off to the rear, when news cane tltat Q«aeral Hanisen 
was atHj eif^t mileB distant, and was i^ddly adraQciiig witb hrg^ 
reinfiiTcemei^. Proctor got ahuaaed, and wdered a xebreat. ISiis 
was all ti^t, bat there waa no ne«d to koity thoak it. The pds- 
(HWrs and many, of the woonded were removed saf^ ; bat some of 
the wounded, too much hurt to be moved, were left in the stockaded 
house, where there was also a store of Gtiaore. The LuCans — not 
lecnmaeh'a pei^^ but Bidians of &e Lake, nnder Dickson — 
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proTlers snd plnndererB, who, it k believed, did not fight at all, 
got at the Equor, and, when mad with drink, asaioled the prisoneis. 
Ihe goard was insufficient. It is feared that some of the wounded 
were murdered, too. It was a sad ^hir, and caosed inteiu|e feel- 
ing in our camp. Proctor was greatl; blamed by os, thouf^ he 
was made Major-general, aod got tiie thanks of tbe Lower Canadian 
Parliament. He need not hare retired bo precipitately. Why, he 
left bis own dead and wounded, inchiding Colonel St. QeOrge, hit 
in three plaees. 

" I had under my order at this time a nnmber of Bleighs and drivers 
for the commisBamt transpcni, and I had taken posaeanon of a 
Frenchman's house at fitoney Greek Landing, and used it for adepdt. 
When Proctor retired with hia men, it was reported that &.& wounded 
bad been left behind. We diapbarged the sleighs there imd retained, 
brin^g down &om eighty to a hundred wounded and twenty-three 
oorpeeB. The wounded were made aa comfortable as poamble o 
straw spread on t&e floor of the Frencbman's house. The dead 
were conveyed to Amherstburg, and buried, all in one i«t, here in 
the church-yard ; I can show yoii the place. I found poor GoL St. 
George, a brave old officer, who had been sent out irom Englaitd to 
instruct Uie nulitia, lying where he fell, badly hurt. I brought him 
back in his own slei^,having knocked the seat out, andfilled it in iritli 
Btrow. He would hare died else ; as it was, he did not get off his 
bed before July. The Amencans followed ns from Freoch Town to 
Brownstown, an Indian village, at a cautious distance, it is true; 
for we never saw any of them. But they boasted that the * heroes 
(^ Brownstown returned, brin^^ng on their bayonets the scalps of 
tiieir enemies as troj^es ef war.'* This was published and printed ; 



■ Junei quotes a pftngnph from tb« Natioaal MttUstncar, . thn Amer- 
ionn GoTernmeiit paper of that daj, which stttod that "when the Americuu 
fetoined to Detroit Tcom Uw b»ttl« of BrowiutowD, they ban tdomplvuitlr on 
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but it is not added whether Hie- Bcalpe w^re those of ike wooucted, 
or of the Indiana, or of their own people. It ia believed that with 
them a scalp was a scalp, £rom whatever skoll it came, aad that 
it was a cute Yaiikee trick to otmy off the spoil, and credit the 
Indiana ■m&. the act. 

" The next al^r in tlie campaign waa that of fort Meigs, on the 
Miami, which occnrred in the month of April, 181S. Creneral 
Harrison, after the capture of Winchester, occnpied himself in 
strengthening Fort Meigs, as a depdt and starting point for future 
attacks on Detroit. It is aboat 40 miles distance. Proctor detet^ 
mined to beat up hia quarters, and aent for mj brother, Major Rey- 
nolds, of the 2d Essex. My hrotherwaa lughly praised by Proctor 
in his despatch of the 26th Jan., for His conduct at French Town. 
: Proctor a^ed if he conld depend on the aerrices of the nulitia. 
The anewer was, that, for a few days and prompt action, undoubt- 
edly ; but that at that period of the seaaon, hmger delay would 
destroy all hope of crops, and bring starvation on the settlement 
and tile troops. Proctor despatched, at the same time, two British 
engineers, diBgnised in Canadian coatmne, grey cap^ and sashes, 
to inspect the ground on ihe British side of the Miami, opposite to 
Fort Meigs. These gentiemen were so imprudent as actually to 
stake out the ground where tiiey proposed to erect the British bat- 
tOTies. There happened to be then in tlie American service a Swisa 
col<Kiel named Gratiot, a very clever enguieer, and he chanced to 
be at Fort Meigs. He detected at once the meaning of the stakes 
tua the opposite ahore of the Miami ; and, befinre tiie British got 
. down, he had run out an ^trntement^ or aome such sort of thing, 



the points of their luyoneU iHtween 80 and 40 fresh scalps, which Qmj had 
taken on the Deld." Jamet, I, p. 66, Bat tliis evidently bore nftrance to 
Hair's a^r at Uagnagna, ISth Anput, 1811. Still, "scalps an scalps,' 
Wbetber taken In 1813 or 1818. 
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ib their own trap. 

"After Hnll'a evxteadet, mj brottLw lud been sent vitli tw» mob- 
paoies of nuiitia, aboat 100 bwq, mostly Freoeli Gan&diaBs of the 
Cfite, to occupy Frencb Town, on the fiaieiii. He Traa backed by 
MHue ladiana — bow maqy oau hardly be sKd, they were bo uacer- 
tainy-'Otie day, 20 ; ttie aeart, 100 ; the next, 60 ; Ihe next^ Dooe at 
all. One OoloBel Lewis, with about 700 Ameiicaa regular troope, 
attacked him there. Our pei^de fbu^ moat bravdy, retired skrw^ 
&i»u log to log, from EOoiniiig till sight. When night came, tlie 
Amerioans thooght better of it, and ^ve op the pnrsait, TetomiBg 
to the quarters our people bad ocoupied at SVemeh Town. This 
afibir was the aubjeet of Proctor's deepateh of the 26th Jais. 

" Froetor embarked at Amhentbiug, here, on tbe 23rd April, witti 
a eoDsderable ferceioonvoyed by gourboats.* He took with himtwo 
bHig 24-pouoders, to arm the workhisen^ueeis had planned agabit 
Fort Meigs. It to(^ seme tune to gat into potdtkiu, and then the IS- 
poonder began to show ita teeth. ItoammaadedoargaQB,aiidwaa 
well served and ^med. It Botm diamoiuiteid ime of the 24*8, and die- 
aUed the other, IdUing a fine boy Of the Kewfbnndlanders, who ms 
aerving the vent. Still onr peojde were not to be beaten that wi^. 
Tk&y got thin^ ri^t at last, wh«i Harriacm planned a sortie under 
fiGllec,aided by an. attack' from without. AreinfiH'oement of 1200 
Kentnokians, under Gtneral Green Clay, waa within etrikittg dis- 
tanee. Gay came down the river, orosaed to the Bt^sh side, and, 
laded by Miller's vlgorons aortie, drove our people out of the battery 
. afaa &eai reserves, who yrtav in camp fiirther down the atreaau 
The AmericasB followed in confiM(ni. Oar people rallied opon 



• Fence 23d ApHl, 1813.— Begal&rs 630 

" " " « Vmtla 480 

" " " *< lodluit. 1000—2^0 
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1}teir own advanCsd rear, consiaOng of SOO oMtiia, -^o opened fire 
at once, and then charged with a cheet-, y/bieh broa^t np the 
regulars still ftirtlier m the rear. S^ynolds and Capt. Laurent 
Bondy, of tt,e C6te, led up to liie mualea of the American rifles, 
^<^, once fired, are no match for &[6 bayonet. Bondy was shot 
trough the body, and feQ against a tree. ' Don't stop for me,' 
he said, to some of fee men -nhd pau'ded. * Dou't mind me — I'm 
dene for. Do for thoae ffeUowa.' And Ijiey did.* 

"7%e KeQtnCky men ran, the sOrtie was repulsed, Qie batteiy re- 
captured, a large number of prisoners wa^ taien', and again occurred 
some of the same scenes which had caused so much horror at 
French Town. The Indians of different tribes, scattered through' 
the woods, were beyond control ; they overpowered the escort. One 
man, Russell, of the 41at, was slain in defending his charge. 
Tecumseh rushed up, and drove las toimhawk into tbe skull of a 
trncHlent ruffian who would not hold his hand. Some of the prisoners 
were murdei^d, and aihong them Oolonel Dudley, the second in 
Command. I call it miirder, because I won't oaH murder by any 
ofber name. There is no doubt those Iddians were shoekmg imple- 
fldents of *ar, fliough perhaps not much worse than bomb shells or 
Greek fire, and why could not the Yankees leave tiie devils alone ? 
Who sCiilped the red skin at tke Ta-roh-tee ?t ^e Indians were 
fighting tor their lands, abd avenging their own wrongs. If yoa 



t tamU, id Um MilHujr OmtmncM, Tel. I, p. 6%, gim tto fUkwlng nmiai 
of the iBiDft oecDTrenee : " In th9 pocket ef Oif totn UoOaUadb of Uw AmeHoMi 
•rmj, killed in thU aSUr (Tecamaeh sad Tan Horn*) with the Indiuis, irsa 
Ibnnd a letter addreaaed to hie wifb, in which thii hnnuuke indlridoal atatn 
that on the' leth full' he had killed aalndU'D, and hod the pleas ore of teariog 
the aerip tiaik the hetid of the u/rtgt wfth Ms teeth.* That the Indlsa iriti 
HKlped i* U nadoobted fiwt. We nn; In allowed la ^DMtloii the ofnuioa 
In dental laigery. 
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wftnt the skin of a 'wild cat, you must iake the scratcliing. We did 
all we could to stop tiie Lidians. We gave five dollMs for eveiy 
prifioner broaght in. Huudredfi were broaght in, and paid for by 
ttte ConuniBsarieB. I have paid nnmbers of Bneh certificates myself. 

" Another word on these scoping stories. They have been the 
stock in trade of American -writers ever ance the war, only they 
grow a little as they get on. Have these people forgotten the 
'heroes of Brownstown, with the scalps on their bayonets,' borne 
home in triumph ? Kow if the boa^t -waa true, where did the scalps 
come from ? Not from our dead, for I removed them all myself. 
Not from our wounded, for I helped to remove most of them, and 
know that none were left. Did &ey scalp their own dead ? or did 
they scalp the Lidians ? If they saalped the Indians, what right 
have they to complun that the Indians scalped them ? 

" But the defeat of Green Olay had no effect on the place, which 
stall held out. Proctor opened fire from his 24*8, and Gratiot gave 
him shot for shot. We were getting back to the old slow work, and 
I knew that the supplies were running short. I despatched orders 
for more, and got them, but we wanted ' push.' Proctor did not go at 
it in a way to satisfy any one. At last be dismounted his guns, 
pat them on sleds, and let them down the steep bank under the fire 
of the enemy. It was done, by the men, as if on parade, but it was 
cieax that a retreat was intended, and all began to talk. Tecnmseh, 
•throu^ Colonel Elliott, demuided a council. It was held. I wag 
present, hut came in after Proctor had spoken. Tecniuseh was up, 
calm, cool, deUberate, thinking in look, very hard in what he said. 
Elliott transhited. ' Our &ther has biou^t us here to take the fort, 
why don't we take it ? K his childreB can't do it, give us spades, 
and we will work like beavers ; we'll eat a way in for him.' Other 
and harder words followed, nntol suddenly Proctor, in a pasa<m, 
turned on Elliott with, ' Sir, you are a traitor.' Elliott instancy, 
half drawing his sword, answered, * Sir, you short, and 
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not sveet.* Froctoi pat Ms hand on liis sword-hilt. Tecnmseli, 
1^0 had sat down, Indian feshion, on his hams, aad who was filling 
tho ppe on his tomahawk, rose slowly, and shook the tobacco out, 
saying to Elliott, ' What does he say V ' Sit down,' says Elliott, 
putting Ms hand on Tecumseh's arm, " never mind what he saya." 
Other officer present moved np at once, and without a word stepped 
between ; all felt it was wrong. Not long after, Elliott resigned hia 
place as Indian Superintendent, and called Proctor out, but no 
meeting took place. Proctor was right ; a commander in the field 
holds his life for the safety of others; he can't toss it away for tJie 
fun of a personal fight. 

" Next came the militia. It has been s^d theydeserted Proctor. 
Nothing can be more untrue, nnfiur, ungenerous. Who had they 
to speak for them ? He was their mouthpiece. His despatch waa 
the only record — praise others ; say notUng about them ; and the 
brave man who fought for all he loved, had nothing to look to but 
the love of those he ibaght for. Proctor treated the militia badly. 
When they saw his guns on skids, and knew the dege was over, they 
sent respectfully to ask leave to go home, only to pat in a erop tor 
the benefit of his men and their own children. He sent them home 
and disarmed them. He tried to disgrace them, bat they would 
not be disgraced, because they knew they did not deserve it. Brock 
was another sort of man. He thought, and felt, and spoke for othe 
men, and other men loved bim, and fought for him, and died for 

"About the middle of July, Prootor planned another attack on 
Fort Meigs. He only took with him the regulars, and a few Indians. 
He refused the services of the militia, and, as I before said, took 
away their arms. How moch of his-fature ill success is to be 
credited to this piece of policy, you will see. I went with the troops 
on this second expedition to Fort Mei^.* The plan was to inveigle 
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tiie enem^ out (^ the ftftt, and to get k witii them ; but they Toald 
not oome out, and M the plaee ooold not be taken vn&i two ^S- 
pennders, ike BritJsh retirei with && &e discredit <^ a defeat. ^TMi 
I^«otor conld not do at Fort Meigs, he tried to do <m a more disbagrt 
and more defenaMe yrork on the Sandoeky river, Fort Stepheasony 
de&nded by MajorOrogluin,abrareIriBhnifui,in tiie United States 
anny. Proctor sent Mf^or Chambers, wittt a Sag, te demtmd &M 
Borrender of the fort.* Cro^ianuaine oat oq the drawbridge oC 
Ab diteh, and said to Gbanibeni, — * TeQ your General he may blow 
tlte fort to hell, but it shan't be ^vea up by mo.' He was aa good- 
as his word. 

** tire was opened on tiie work &om the mx-^imdors, and on ilie 
eremng of &e 2nd A^ost, Coh)Qei ^ort, of the 4lBt, led on tltb 
atonning party,. They nahed through the smoke, down into ^ 
ditoh, up against the palisades, but neither ladders nor ^seines hbd 
been provided ; tiie tools they had were bad, some of the axes had 
no huidles. l%e attempt to tear down the palisades ^ed. lim 
n0n then tried, dflSperatoly, to oliunber over, ^d while doing so, tiie 
eaemy opened firom a oonceided gun, whieh fltmked Ute ditoh^ ttbA 
which, oharged with ^7^) did deadly exeoutaon. lieut. G^tdfia 
and Colonel Short were botit killed ; about 100 men were Ulled nod' 
Hounded, and the recall was sounded. The storming party was 
lumi^t off J the In^uiB, who don't undersbrad atorauog, eore^g 
Ha rear. He next monung Prootor left the river. 

" Groghan made a gallant defence, and deserved all pr»ae. "EBs 
■and>er was under 2d0 men. We had SOOj and about 200 In£ftns. 
Oro^ian &und in the maga^e many boxes of muskets, meant tat 
tbe militia. He opened l^iemi aoA provided every one of lus nUMt 
wUh four or five, leaded ready at Ms' idde, so tliat tiie musketry He 
ma tremendous and incessant, and at eloee quarters, si open day- 

• 3Dd Aagoit, I81S. 
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y^t, mott &tal, aud the masked gtm HA Its irOrk jost in tise idok 
4^ tine. 

" Wlule &Me fi^ts had bees g«i^ OQ <» the west ehore of tile 
Petrcit, we had beea prepariug (Ui Amhet^burg ^ a offiDtest on the 
h^e, which we knew moet detenninQ who shonld be master on the 
western frontier. It was aaprema<^ on this lake, or starvation. 
The party who held the lake cut off all means of supply from the 
otiier, and the more the mouths, the greater the danger. Kow, 
the British had to feed the Indians, and their whole familieB, as well 
•s their own people, and from the abaenoe of the militia, no crc^ 
had been put in. 

" ^ce June, Gaptun Barclay, of the Boyal Navy, had been bard 
at work, fitting oat his small squadron. We had a good harbor 
and dockyard between Bob Blanc Island and Fort Maiden. We 
were preparing the Detroit, the Queen Charlotte, and other smaller 
Tessels, but Barclay had neither guns, nor men, nor marine stores. 
The guns from the fort were pat on board of the Detrcnt. I heard 
C^itain Finnis ask Proctor to let him have two 24-pounderB, the 
same that had been withdra'wn from before Fort Meigs. Proctor 
said he must keep them to cover his retreat, shonld it take place 
* General,' said Fi nn is, 'if we are lost, you are gone. Give me 
the guns, and, mayhap, yon won't have to retreat at all." Iannis 
was right ; the guns might have saved all. As it was, they were 
taken without a shot fired, at Dalson's &rm. Poor finnis, who was 
a brave officer, was killed at the second broadfdde. The same ball 
kiUed Garden, of the Newfoondlanders, acting aa marines, another 
brave officer. I was not in the sea fight of course, but I know that^ 
iriien tiie ships were supplied, our stock in store was reduced very 
low. 

*' Feny's squadron were all armed with 82's and long 24*B. Wb 
two best ships, the Lawrence and Niagara, were brigs, armed each 
with 20 82-pounder Columbiads. The best of ours had only a 
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motl^ oomplement of 24's, 16*9, and 12's ; one brig, the Hunter, had 
10, 4-pouiider8. The men told me that vhon engaged ynSx the 
American aohooners, their 82*b crashed through her ; while, in retnm, 
oar halla stack in &e side of the American, like onminbi in a 
pudding." 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Ciptaln Baro1«7 and Commodore Fqny— B««aiu««i of eaoh— Fen;'* diflonttr— GroiM* tbe 
imi It FteKiii'Iale— Desortptloa of Barolaj'a orsw Mid uniMiuiit— lOtb September- 
Battle of Lake Erie— OHperote oonteet— The Idwrenee aiUTenden--PeR7'> penonat 
exiloit^-CIiuiges hit sbipa— Benem flie oontost— The BiMdi aguadcon eaptored— 
Offloen all killed or Toiuded— Tbe reeiaUDce of Bardar and hli oiem— Banlaj'i 
hemic character aud oondDet^Appearanee iMlbre a Comt martlat— Hononnhl; aoqnlt' 
ted— Barclay') defeat, Prootor'B doom— Poaitlau of Frootor— Katore of eonntrj— Snp- 
^lea ezhaaited— AltaTDatlre of lebeat or >iirreiider--Betreate— line of maroh— DU^ 
onltles— Followed b; Horrlaon— EentuBtr Uoimted Biflemen— Taotlea in the batUe— 
Character of foreet— Not tmpractioabia to horsemen. 

We take leave of Squire BeTnolds, and his store of inddente, at 
die time of this great disaster. While Barclay had been occujaed 
at Amherstburg, Commodore Ferry bad been equally busy at tbe 
port of Presqn'iBle, iu FennsylTama, od Lake Erie. He bad the 
great advantage of being near to his supplies, and abonnding in 
them. From the sea-board he bad rec^red excellent crews. Mili- 
tary and marine stores had been furnished to him at great cost and 
trouble, but neither cost nor tronble conld supply Captain Barclay. 

For acme time Peny Ubored under this disadvantage : Presqu'lsle 
vas a bar harbour, across which he could not take his sbipe with 
their guns on board. In consequence, Barolay lay off the harbour, 
and, with a very inferior force, kept bim at bay. He could not 
venture into deep water in disarmed ships, bat a gale at last drove 
Barclay away. Ferry sUpped out, took bis guns on board &om 
lighters, and was, from that moment, master of the lake. ]S^ot, how- 
ever, without a desperate strug^. Barclay retired to Maiden, 
and poshed on bis preparations. The Detroit was fitted for sea 
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irith gnna of all calibres. 'FiSj able bodied Beamen came np tnmi 
Kingston, and were divided among the fire vessels of tiie sqaadrDn^ 
tiie remainder of tlie crews was composed of Canadian lake seamen, 
Borne of the amphlbioas Newfomidlanders, and maiines &om tin 
4lBtfoot.» 

At length, when, as Barclay write^,')' " there was not a day's fionr 
in the store, and the sqoadron was on half-allowance of many 
thingB," and " it was Deces^ary to fight die enemy to enable ns to 
get enpi^es of eveiy deserip^on," tiie Sritirii squadron took to the 
lake. The distance &om Maiden to Fut-m-Bay, where the Ameri- 
can fleet lay at anehtH-, was alxKrt lixfy miles. On the morning of 
the 10th September, 181S, at Bunriae, the two squadrons dghted 
9»eh otber, and prepared bodi fin- tlie battle. At a quarter before 
twelve, noon, the British, having the advantage of the wind, com- 
menced the action. Barclay, in the Detnrit, engaged the Lawrence, 
Commodore Peny; and for two honrs ttte battle raged. The 
Lawrence was utterly diaabled, and reduced to an nnmanageaiiia 
hulk. At iioB critical iB(^eDt Parry did » daring feat. He laft 



Dettolt, 10 I^irrtnce, 30 

QqetnOUilottt,. IT Kiagan, 30 

Lndy ProToat, 13 Oftledonia, S 

Hnnter, 10 Ariel, i 

Obippewa, 1 Trlpps, 1 

LitUeBett, 3 TigniM 1 

— Somen, t 

U Sotnpiim, S 

Ohio, 1 

Porcoplne, 1 

55 

Weight of metal : BiitlBb, lasiba. AmerioAO, oasiba. 

If nmber of raea, SM Namber of tii«ii,.>t.BeO 

t BoTcUj'i Despatch >-Pat4n-Ba7, Lake Biie, 22tid Beptember, 1813. 
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ibs Lawrence in a gmall boat, «.ni1 , poaaag through, the midst of the 
fire, gEuned the deck of his consort, tJie Niagara, and re-hoisted his 
&tg. The I^iagara was onii^jured. Before, howoTW, he omM 
take part in the &ght, ike lAvienee struck her flag to Barclaj. 
Then came a reverse. The wind had changed, and ^ve Peny the 
^vantage, ^e Niagara bcs^ ap, and passed IliToagh the Britwh 
Une, enga^g the Detroit and Queen Gharlott«. The Detroit had 
been severely handled in her contest with the Lawrence, and had 
become «nce a special object for the raking attentions of the gpa^ 
boats, flnnis, of the Queen Charlotte, had been killed early in die 
action ; his first lieutenant, Stokoe, had been struck senseless bya 
sphnter. Irvine, of the Provincial Navy, who sueooeded, with 
equal courage, may not have had the ei^rienee of these oBcem. 
He either fell on board of the Detroit, or the Detroit fell on board 
of him. Garland, first lieutenant of lie Detroit, was mortally 
wounded, and Barclay himself was at last shot down^ and compelled 
t« leave the deck. At this moment Lieut. Buchan, who commanded 
&.e Lady Frevost, and Lieut. BignaU, who cononanded the Hunter, 
were both wounded. *' Every officer, in feet, commanding vessel 
and their seconds, were either killed, or wounded so severely as !» 
be unable to keep th« deck. Never iu any action was tiio loss more 
severe."* 

In this condition, without cheers to direct or mcQ to fight — for 
:the slau^ter, from the superior weight of metal of ^le enemy, had 
been dreadful, — and so wrecked, that, iu a heavy eea on the next 
day, both the Detroit and the Queen Charlotte lost tjieir maats^-^ 
after four hours of desperate fitting, the whole sciuadron was 
compelled to surrender. 

Writers more addicted to sound than sense, have thought fit to 
ascribe their misfortunes to the " tiuxed crew of Gaoadiana 9d4 



• Bnrel^i Lettw >m.tm-ia-Btf, L Aa Bria, Bcpl. Bind, l«ll. 
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Boldiera " who manned the Britaah sqosdron. Barclay might well 
be proud of the " Canadians and soldiers," who, with veBBola 
ill-fitted and half-armed, with guns of all calibres, and insuffident 
ammunition, had enabled him for five honrB to mtuntfun thia unequal 
contest ; who bad compelled tJie IJawrence to strike her colours, 
and who yielded at laat to nearly double strength of men, and 
more than double weight of metal. It may be questioned if &e 
best seamen who fou^t under Rodney or Collingwood could hare 
done more. 

Cooper, in his Naval History, remarks, in the right spirit of an 
American smlor : " Stress was' laid at the time on the fact that a 
portion of the British crews were Provincials ; but the history of 
this continent is filled with imtances m which men of that character 
have gmed battles, which went to increase the renown of the 
mother country, without obtaining any credit for it. The hardy 
' frontier-men of the American lakes are as able to endure fatigue, 
aa ready to engage, and as constant in battle, as the seamen of any 
marine in the world. They merely require good leaders, and 
these the English appear to have poBseesed in Captain Barclay and 
his assistants." 

Barclay was the type of a British sailor. He had served under 
Nelson. He was noted for personal courage, and for ihat moral 
courage which, at the call of du^, defies despair. He was one of 
those seardogs which looses its hold only in dbath. He expected 
more &om human nature than could be found in any other nature 
than his own. Defeat disturbed a temper which death could not 
daunt. His despatch on this occasion does not do justice to the 
brave men who stood by him so truly. 

Some months afterwards, be tottered before a court-martial, like 
a Koman trophy — ^nothing but helm and hauberk. He had lost an 
arm at Trafalgar ; the other was rendered useless by a grape shot 
ttirough ^le shoulder. He was further weakened by several severe 
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flesh vomids. Little wonder, tliat mm not given to sach veakneee 
shed tears at the spectacle. Little wonder, tliat the president of the 
coort, in retdming his sword, told him, in a voice tremaloas with 
emotion, that the condnct of himself and men had been most 
honourable to themselves and to their coimby. , 

Barclay's disasterwaa a kneQ of doom to Proctor. The possibility 
of snch a result and its consequences had not been unforeseen. 
Salvation would have been the issue of saccess. Barclay had 
gallantly risked his " forlmn hope " to save his Mends, and had 
^ed, — retreat or rain alone remwned. 

Proctor's position should be fiurly understood. Winter was not 
&r before him — Autumn was upon him. The forest tracks called 
roads, were, by the rains of the season, made ahnost impassable. 
Soon they would bo impracticable. The only feasible communion 
tion, that of the river and late, was intercepted by the American 
fieet. Fort Maiden had been divested of its guns, its ammunition, 
and its spare food to supply "Barclay. The garrisons on the line of 
the I>etroit river conld only be victualled from the Bcanty stores in 
hand; or be snpphed &om Buriington Bay. This resource was 
distant 200 miles from the nearest post. It was clearly more wise, 
and easier to march his troops to find supplies — than to bring 
snpphes to find his troopSj—prisoners, perhaps, in the hands of an 
enemy. But, whether for advance or for retreat, the by-paths of 
Qie ftrest, intermediate, were such as the macadamized and loco- 
motive imagination of the present day cannot encompass. A 
backwoodsman, laden witii his axe, wading here, ploutering' there, 
stumbling over rotted trees, protrading stumps, a bit of a half sub- 
merged corduroy road for one short space— then an adhesive clay 
bant— then a mile, or two, or more, of black muck swamp,— may 
poembly, clay-clogged and footsore, and with much piun in the 
small of lus back, find himself by sundown at the foot of a hemlock 
or cedar, with a fire at his feet, ha^g done manfuBy about ten 
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jBil«a for bia d^s work ; Apart frem the fire, aod tihe bleaaed m^ 
pntetiee deducts voefolly &oia tbe poetry of bush life. But nhai 
oould b» dose hj the uoaceaetosaed acddier, fnna kog gania^ 
aerrice, out of trmiug, mth his pack aod his blanket, canteen wd 
haversack, with hia musket and fiiUaupt^yof tunnuuiitioia— a we^i^ 
calculated bj Napier, at his day, to exceed sixly pounds. What 
oould the best and most enduring mao, so laden, be eqiected to do, 
ttnid the atonghs of tMs anmi%ated vildemeaa. But what was 
to be done with the impedimenta— tlie guns, ^ ammuiutioa 
waggons, the d^y and reserve sn^ilies de ffuerre et de boVi^f 
Xhe man might carry enough to support liie from day to day— but 
what was to provide ics the morrow i How were t^ womrai and 
(^uhlren,-~the rapid accumjilatioos,— the fiotsam and Jettam oi a 
fiuctuating force, to be conveyed away, protected and ted, &r at 
least twenty marches ? And yet the alteroative of ruinous retroat 
was hopeless surrender. Hull might have been exohimged oa hit 
own ground. 

Proctor preferred at onoa thfi wiser part— rajridly he calM 
in bis outposts on either ade of t^ liver Detroit ; he dismantled 
Maiden, Windsor, Sandwich, destroyed such stores as could not 
naefnlly be removed,— and then, having destroyed all public build- 
ing, in tlie fort at Detroit, and transported all the guns across th« 
nver to tlie Canadian side at Windsor, he commenced his retreat 
upon Burlington Heighla. It was deUberately organized and jndi- 
uously planned. The retreat being necessary, it was presumed 
that tlie Americans would not follow the British and Uieir Indian 
allies far into the depths of the forest. A protracted advance would 
equalize the difficulties of ^ther party— the American, removed firom 
his base of si^tjiJy, would certainly not find in the track of his 
adversary, improved means of transportation. So Proctor ccJleoted 
luB people at Windsor ; sent off his heavy baggage, reserve supftlies, 
itomen and obildren, in advaooe, and on the 28th Sept. finaUy relin- 
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^pushed Dettroit, and fell back npoB Bri&h temt<«7. ^ rooto 
ITM wolt okoBen to asfflst him aa ftp m poeable into tte interior. 

CteLa^ St. Clab, tbuty nilM dua East of Detroit, is Hm »& 
lov^rare of tlie Thunes, emidouB in its tnrl»d tide alone, of ite 
British prototype. It ia narigable tar iHudl yeosela, Bome seventy 
w eif^bty imles on tbe lihe <tf tlte propoeed retreat. The road, sach 
m it was^ feUDw«d tbe Nor&i ebom^ of ibe Eonuoos and alng^sb 
•tream, at places on the ba^, at oUiers, and where " catting off 
b«Bdfl " at some discence from die nrer. The directitm of &e 
■treaiB, aBoending, c^ tke Une of i«ad, and of the line of retreat, 
wwe ' generally ^e same, dae East; The boats having been 
dOBpatehed vi& tke impe<Ummta, tiie taroope following, covered tbe 
a^kaaoed retreat. T)i& fiHve at AiiB tjme, with Proctor, c<a)S8tod 
of aboiFt 880 men,: inchx&ig &e 41rt Regt., aboat 549 stomg. 
The retina counted of man of &6 Bojal Newfinindland re^ment 
audo^tia. Teoomseli, iJie Bhannee Chief, wit^ 500 warriors, and 
Ab iaTamble inomnlnrance on iiie Indian war palji^ a large ntunber 
t€ Bqnaws and papooBea, all of wiunn had to be fed by tiie Bri^Bh 
oonnnander. 

The American force nnder Gen. Harrison, which had been thrown 
on Hie Caoadiiui shore of the river Detroit, amounted to 5,000 men. 
Deductions having been made for Qte occupation of Maiden, 
Windsor, and the Fort at Detroit, had left a force at Harrison's 
disposal of 8,500 men, of whom 1,500 were Kentucky Mounted 
Biflemen, of whom this officer says in his despatch to his own 
government, " the American backwoodsmen ride better in tiie 
broods than any other people,— a musket or rifle is no impediment, 
ttiey being accustomed to carry them on horseback &om tiieir 
eariiest youth."* It ia well known, too, to tiiose who have had any 
experience in the bush, that horsea used to this work, acquire an 

• DcipKtdi i-Oetnlt, Mh Ootobw, ises. 
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instinotave fiwnli^ for dod^g diffionlties and Burmotmtisg obBtuleB^ 
— thej become «hgalarlj sure-footed and stead; ; however deep 
they may plnnge, Qiej rarely stumble. Hoisea so tnuned, tiiread 
the mazes of the forest at a rajud wi^, aod can only be cbeoked 
by a iriud-fall or black swamp. 

It is also wortliy of remark, that the whole of this part of Canada 
is a rich alluTial deposit reolaimed in the coarse of ages &om Lake 
St. Glur. The forests are of prodif^oos size. Here is found in 
luxuriant growth, — ax feet in diameter at tiie base, — the noble black 
walnut, now bo favourably known for purposes of domestic onuunent 
and use ; and here the wild turkey, weiglung from 20 to 30 lbs., 
displays in large £ocks, its lustrous plumage, rich with metallio tints, 
and &ights the solitude with ita miearthly gobblings. These noble 
overtowering trees intercept tlid light, and to a great extent destKvy 
tiie ondergrovth— between the huge trunks the space is clear ; you 
may ride between them as freely as tiirongh the ajales of a Gotbio 
Cathedral. The trees which woold neutralize and disturb die regular 
formation of infantry, ofier but little impediment to a bold ineg- 
alar cavalry, each horseman fighting " on his own hook." 



,;,zcc ..Google 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Praotar fUls biok to BqiUate Creek— General HuHiod frith Peny'i udstsiue fbllom— 
Eth Oetober—BrlUiib farce hklta sC DmlBon'a Faim— Colonel Muileui of ScailwrDugli— 
Hi« reminlioeDcee— W«rburton in commind M DbIkib'j— Froolor retdrei perMnally to 
MarftrlanTomi— Botuedbeibred&Tllglit— Inlalligeiise-'Troapaattaefeed tuid retiettliig 
— Wwborton followed by Shelby uid Kentooky riflemen— DeKripdon of thaso troops 
and mode of atlAok— Proctor bklCe bis men— Bataie of iiaiuid and posltlDn- reounueh 
—His lut wonit— no abattls mads— Am«Huu attook— Delbat and lonendet of the 
British. 

Proctor had drawn off on the 2Stfa of September. His baggt^e- 
waggons and Btore-boata had been sent on in advance. Many 
of his men had already marched 18 miloB through a country deep 
as the worst marsh in Holland. They fell back leisurely for about 
30 miles to Baptdste Greek, near tlie moath of the Thames. They 
crossed on a bridge which, when passed, was most unaocoontahly 
left by the troops nndestroyed. They then took up their line of 
march on tide north shore of the Thames. They stiU covered the 
rear of their boats and convoys. 

iVom the Bridge to Dalaon's farm, near where the town of 
Chatham now stands, was a distance of aboat 16 miles. Dalaon's 
was a small clearing, one of those scattered Oases which were 
then fonnd, at long intervals, in ^e wUdemess. Here, the nnintei^ 
mpted level was broken by a rising ground, probably ptched upon 
by the pioneer and bosh ranger, as pcssesang the recommendattoa 
of dryness. 

Here, upon the 6th of Oct., Proctor had halted with his whole 
force. He had been retarded by the Btato of the roads, and by 
the necesfflty of not leaving io die rear, supply-boats — delayed by 
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tlie tortuous course of the river — }>j mud ban^, and all the obstrno- 
tionB wliich accident heaps upon Si-fortune. The rains, thouf^ 
sufficient to destroy the roads, were insufficient to swell the river. 

Harrison followed by tlie same route, supported by Commo- 
dore Perry, with three gmi*bo&ts, and a flotilla of smaller craft — 
maimed from the American fleet, buoyant with succesa. The re- 
tiring army, laden with an tumecessary amount of baggage, ajid 
weighed down by moral depreamoB, waa pursued by lusty arms 
and ligbt heuts, in boats lifter antt more aw^, fVom the smaller 
requirements of an army in pursuit. 

It is embuTanidg to eoooti&ter, at tJiis point, Uie conflicting and 
angry statements, and haj^h comments on the ensuing events.-^ 
Happily, however, at this moment of deep and pmnfiil embarrass- 
tsent, there has come to our ^d a living eye-witness of these 
ffvents, whose oi^ftunities and whose fldditjr are beyond cavS. 

In tJK township of Soarbbrough, and within a few miles of 
Toronto, still lives Colonel Maclean, who was a lieutenant in the 
41st, at the battle of the Thames. He was oh ^le staff of General 
Proctor. He is a sm of the brare Cleile of the Le^a&re 
Assembly, who, aa a volunteer in tlie ranks, had Ml«i by ^e ^de 
of MoNeil, at YorlE. He had obtaaned a ecHnmission in the 41st, 
uid had seen service in all the varied BfMte in Michigan, and on 
the river Detroit. He was preswit at the battie of the Thames. 
.After the ww of 1812, he served lus Sovermgn with his old rep- 
jaent in Indian— before the stooliades of liangoon and Prome ; had 
eeeupied the temples of Ava, and had witneraed the subjeeticm of 
tiie Coort of TTmmerapoora. At mature age, he returned to MB 
paternal farai ; uid under the lo^ roof of one of those old- 
fashioned, wide-spread Canadian dwelliugs, which looks like a 
^gantib mushroom, or the yfi&e and black expAnsitm of an Arab 
tent, he dkpenSes a homfily, yert fra^ and soldierly, hoepitsIi^T 
nhi^ an AnriMiiight! envy. Httte, tm ffie adnoieed stdeof 7<>, 
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be preAeate ^ rdnaake of a gurat form, aad bd isMleot yriatAi 
eompelti ua to own, that tke ib«i of 1812 were iba mastodons of 
our formation. It may se^ byperoritkal, bat it is oot less obB«r- 
▼able, tbot tiie'flxaYHBOf araee &cA paearag -amy indioate ftat 
tbe natural development of the {H«ad&t geosta&m ~iw» not equd 
that of their grandinreB. 

Maclean was on Froetor'a^aff, saV'^-ttot (me raan eoold see, 
and kaew m«i% tliain B»»t aroaod hka. ^he stevy ^ftbo'fight is 
:^Ten^mcigtffi Ms <mn'f!Gt6B. 'l^roetor, on Hke ^lenioen of t^ 
4tii Oot. , had taken up a good dofenc^le position at Balson'a Farm, 
whI had left his feree under his seomd m cemmtmd, Mf^r Wehv 
l^itrton. Prootordid not antit^ate an immediate adrsnee of the 
«»eiiry. Be knew that the d^onltnes <!if his own mvirranentB nrast 
sffl} more emharress tiieirs, aiai it was beHeved that the American 
ewnmaKder woald prefer rather to bridge the qnagndres vitii goH, 
ttnn phu^ into them to provoke an eaooimter with flach a foe, 
desperately at bay. 

W^ tbeheavy ba^age in advance was the vnfe asd'&imt^ of 
•ibe> General, ^^ej had shared vrithibimjfor ma^ montl^, in the 
hardi^pB of a'&ontjer campaign, aod had' been ^despatehed Bone 
'days befwe, ^ith^er helfJeas impe^mfflitB to^SBWoh, in the 
direetien df the retreat, They hiid reatihed &e Indiea village 
known as Moravian Town, from certioo nusnonariee of that persim- 
-rioTt^who had devoted thems^es to holy labom unong the savages 
in that part of' Canada. This mission was about 16 mOfls from 
Didson'sSten. ^e General, having made Msan-angfflMent8,pro- 
'oeeded^withhiaBtaffto'MoraviaDTowntomeetlnBfmmly. Maclean 
offered to remaia and watch events; but the Gener^, confident in 
'^ secmit;^ of the position, smiled at theproposal, and directed his 
yoniig Aid- to aeeompaay him. 

Before dayli;^t-theywore arouBed'from-theirSleep trimmed 
intelligence fiKm thofront, tiiiat the enemy had reaehed and kttadted 
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the postion at Dalaou's Farm, aod that ilie troops were M&ag back. 
The rapd stiidee of exaltaitt porsait had overreached the leaden 
footsteps of onwilting retreat. An earlj froet had anddenlj set in, 
hardening the roads and brid^g Qie morassea, and offering on& of 
those chance combinations of ilUluok which persecutes the onforta- 
nate. Thus &roured, the American Mounted Bifles had pushed 
on, and, about an hour after midni^t, were in &e Britidi bivouac. 
Warbnrtim retired at once, and vaa perseveringi; followed by 
Harrison and his men. These men, styled hj Harrison " mounted 
iniantty," were for the most part Kentno^ trappers and hunters — 
men like the lea£her«tocHng of Cooper, inured to t}ie wildemesa, 
and between whom and the Indiana there existed a constant warfare 
and chronic hatred. Hardy, daring, keen, ruthlesa, admirably clad 
. in a leathern hunting-&ock and trowsers, decorated irith tasselled 
fringes, a handkerchief of red, or blue, or yellow, wrapped tightly 
around the head, with tomahawk and scaJjung-knife in his belt, and 
his trosty rifle m his hand, the Kentucky pioneer presented an 
appearance aa redoubtable as it was [uetaresque. As a cavalry 
soldier, in the European acceptation of the term, be was useless ; not 
a man among them bore a sabre ; but as scouts or videttes, and for 
Hlo purpose ofrapid advance or retreat, they were invaluat^e. The 
usual tactica of these horsemen, however, were to follow up and harass 
the retreating foe, and, dismounting &om their docile steeds, plunge 
among the trees, and ply the &tal rifle. Upon thia occasion, profit- 
ing by the une^cted improvement in the roads, they had recourse 
to a fiirtkber expedient. Every man, like tlie Templars of old, 
brought on a fooWoldier behind him, so tiiat in actual conflict a 
line of skirmishers, tiirown to tiie &ont, covered and concealed by 
their smoke, the approaching cavaliers. This dangerous £irce was 
under tJie immediate command of ao ez-govemor of Keotuct^ — 
Shelby — a veteran of the revolutionaiy war, who, at tlte age of 66, 
stiU Aowed all the fire and vigour and energy of you^ 
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Such were tlie men who now tracked down the rearing Bridsb 
soldiers. Proctor, loused from his sleep, toot to horse, fmd with 
his staff rode to iiie &ont. He encountered the retreating force 
about three miles to the west of Moravian Town. Day waa break- 
ing. He instantly ordered the whole force to halt, and face right 
abont. The order was most gladly met. The men, afber a weari- 
some night's march, seemed to be reinvigorated by the prospect of a 
fight. The position thus accidentally taken up was very favourable. 
The Thames, not wide, bat deep, covered the left flank ; the road 
cut file line perpendicularly at about 200 yards from the river ; 
from the road tie line of front continued for about 800 yards, until 
it struck an impassable cedar swamp, which effectnally covered the 
right flank. Upon this narrow front Proctor disposed his sm^ 
fbrce. They had contrived to bring ap with them a smgle gun, a ' 
six-pounder, on a travelling-carriage. This piece of artillery vras 
planted on the road, in what may be termed the centre of the por- 
tion. The men were deployed to tiie right and left from the river 
to the swamp, their formation being dislocated and broken by the 
intervening trees. In front of the position was a continuous, but 
open, forest. The swamp <m the right was occupied by the Indians. 
This ^position was excellent. The left flank was secure, the centre- 
strong. The right flank, more extended, was covered by the swamp, 
which, extending lengthwise in the direction of the road, flanked 
Hie American attack on the m^ position. Here TeeumBeh, in a 
morasB, of which tiie mere nanie alone can convey no idea to the 
tuumtiated — lamid moes-hung trees and twisted trunks, and trees 
&llen and rotten, overgrown with a vegetation tangled and thick, 
smothered by too much moisture and too httie air, knee-deep at the 
best, and oflen deeper — ^was unass^lable by tide Kentucky horse- 
men, while he could sally out upon then: flank, and wage a hand to 
. band conflict, in which the lithe Indian on foot, with rifle and toma- 
hawk, was more than a match for the individual boraeman. 
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^These dispoatioiis vere m&de tit itbmit six o'eltick m-the mormng. 
Two houTfl elapsed befbre the enemy appealed. In that intertal, 
TecumBeh had conference wilii Pioctor. Ou parting, he ehoot 
liantb -mih bis cMef, trith & f^Tess look. Hia taat wo)^ irire^ 
"Father! have a big heart ! " It ffae helievcd tiiat Tecumeeh had 
retired to hie peojfde in the BWamp iHtii the onderstaniiing tliat ^ib 
vns to await the discharge of the gonasalagnal for his Onset. J!he 
gon vae nerer fired.. 

Two hours eU]ised. lit that interval the men Bat down and 
rested, and partook of sneh eeraps ' Of food as remained in tJi^ir 
haversacks. But no precaution ITtis made agamet surprise, or to 
notify an adraaoe. Ko lockets w^re ti^Town out, nor videttee to 
the &oiit, though a smaU force of miStaa caTBlrywasat tiie Creneral's 
dispOfl&L MaoLean rode down the ft(At track'for about a mile,and 
saw nothing, bat heard the Anierican bugles ringmg in the woods 
around him. 

Another precaution— i^ (*e moBtiiaturiJfy suggested and easify 
executed — was incwnprehen^ly ondtted. A doz^ axe»*— aiiii 
■mth tite force, there must EaVe been one tmndred — wotiH, in an 
hour, have Cut down an aba^ impassable to men on hotseba^, 
clearing also the front to musketry fire. Tlus ^ple expedient 
never occurred to Proctor; at rfl events, it was neter put in prac- 
tice. 

The enemy, by their soonts, had-t^otUioitered'uid Siir4r-^0«rly 
theBritish positifoL Ab&nt 8 A. M. tliO;y first shOW^ the hmd Of 
their advance. ^Hieyommcni'ri^lyiMf^aiyooVB^ingALMiablves 
witii the trees. The riflofflen on f&ot-ot«pt on etealSiily k &Mit, 
and soon troubled the Britidi Me. The hoNWfin fellowed, dodg^ 
beldnd frees, Ijut Btill'm^tuniBg a ^dOOmleoted' fcflioation. Tb^y 
approadied neamr And Iteu^r. Ota a tmdden, they olustered 
together, and tuade a r^^ fbnAkrd. -^ey^ere tuet by a tolley, 
wUoh (Started &ifea fm a iiMgi«bt. ^^ a&otber, t^try ogun ttm 
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tered togethei, and, before the men coold reload, charged agm. 
The men brol^e, aad in one monieiit more, all was over. 

The chief attack vfas on the right of Uie road aoA line. The men 
here tbrev down their firelocks, The gun and the left flank, takes 
in reverse, broke a^id surrendered in det^.- FEOCtor and his sti^ 
Btnnned bj the sudden disaster, and overborne by the irreaistibla 
tide trf fu^tives, retired upon Moravian Town, and found, their way, 
t)ltiiu^fielyi.u> wretched plight, to Burlington HeigbtB. One ofBflw 
aoA twenty or thirty men, irho were on; the exteeniQ right of tlte, 
line,neztte the Indian ambuscade, withdrew qjiobseiTed, and joined 
the other fn^tivea at Anoaster. 

The whole effective British force engaged on that 5Ul of Octoberi 
was 476 men, of whom 12 vece killed and 22 -wounded.. The 
American army on the field amounted to above 3,000 men. 

This great cataatrophe, unparalleled in the aonalg of the British 
army, requires some further investigatiim. It may be sjud, in ex- 
tenuation, that tiie men were worn out, and borne down by harassing 
and irritating service, and that, fkim the nature of tlua service, all reg- 
ipaental pride, all ey>rit de corp», had been lost, They had been 
detached on outpost dutrjr £)r nrnths, in the most exposed places.. 
Fever and ague, and the depressing symptcnn^ of this disease, wer& 
rife among ^em ; 170 men were tiien in hosptal. They had not 
Mceised. pay for months.; they had no greainjoats; their food had 
^ed. They knew that on the [receding day their Baj^ly-boatA, 
fallen te the rear, had been taken by the eneiqy. They ha^ 180 
miles of wilderness behind them ; they were exhausted by the 
night's marck. They knew tiiat there was no hope of successful 
retreat. The expressions used by tiiem, when faced about in tlie 
morning, showed that they were ready to strike a last blow ; but 
they felt that it was the last. 

But th^re was another element of disintegration at work. PTOctoc 
wa0 OQ bad tenna with hie re^ment. He was the Qeaeral cobl- 
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manding on the frontier. He waa also Lieat.-Colonel of H. M. 41st 
In&utry. There is not in the whole social fabric a more beantifol 
or more delicate piece of machinery than the internal straeture and 
economy of a British regiment. What a main-spring is to a vatch, 
Bnch is harmony among the officers. While thoy ptiU well togetiier 
with the good taate and good feeling which characterize the service, 
the same manly, cheery, cordial spirit prevails in every barrack- 
room. The men, with intuitive tact and feeling, without knowing 
how, nor caring how, inutate that which recommends itself to their 
beat instincts. Discord among the officers disconcerts good men, and 
makes bad men licentious. Discontent and dissatisfaction corrode 
discij&e. It did so in the present instance. Xbe fact sai the 
effect were both known. The bands of discipline were relaxed, and 
broke at the first strain, and the result was roin. 

To this unhappy combination of causes must be ascribed the want 
of energetic tmanimity, and the absence of that mutual confidence, 
which begets self-reliance, and is the foundation of all militaiy cohe- 
rence in the hour of trial. The men had ceased to rely on one 
another — ^to regard " shoulder to shoulder," as the bulwark of 
strength and maxim of salvation. To these causes must be ascribed 
the fall of a corps, to that hour disfanguished for martial conduct, 
and which, on fif^ stricken fields since, has washed out, with the 
best blood of its bravest, tiiat one, solitary, spot on an honoured 



Proctor was tried by a eourt-martial. It is not for the Ganadiau 



* To thU holocamt of expUtJ^a Csnada has eouttibnt«d its lictjins. Hontl- 
Eambert, Major, a member of one of the oldeet and moat lespected fuailiea in 
Quebec, eerred in this regiment m India —at Gandahar, at CaboQl, in the K/bet 
Paag — and was slain while gallantl; leading hia men Qn the 12th Sept., 1848, 
in Hooltan. Lieut. BvaDB of the 4lBt, son of Gen. Byans, waa killed while 
storming a hill fort ia Affghasbtan, anhsequent to the foil of Oabnl in IBIS. 
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ohionicler to add one word to the decision of His Bo^al iSghnesa 
the Prince Regent, dated Horae Guards, 9tih Sept., 1816, by 
which BO mach of pieTiona service, and perhape of fdtuie promise, 
were extingaiahed for ever. 
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Teoonueh— Hla Ghftractor—Orlgiiii— Tribe of Uie 8ti&irann»— From Tlrgtnla— DHtsu Into 
Ohio— Theaos into Hlcblgui— The Brothen EUnatMm and THnnueh— InflneDOe ot 
TecniuHli oier Indlui Ubw, doe to hia pereonal qoalltiea—AneodoteB^HBagbty oon- 
duct lomrdi the " Long Kulvei"— Hie dUlatenetedueos— Indlin skill ms dnlbmin— 
Wa pemiwt ippeuanM and ooatnme— Stem idherenos to I^Und— Laet words to 
Froolor— AttMt of the Amertoan riflemen— Teonnueb eliiu b; the baud of Col. Junes 
Johnston— The four herlldlo inpparten of Cuisda— Outrage offered to hla renuJiu. 

But tJie great e^nsode of tliis fatal field liaa yet to be related. 
Here fell TecumBeli. Here fell the imtaaght Shawanese, the &iead 
and comfade of Brock. It is difficult to do justice to the memory 
of this worthy compeer of Spartacue, of our own Caractacue, and 
of that noble ^thiopjToussaintL'Ouvertore. No braver barbamn 
ever graced Roman triumph. Here he fell — 

Bntchered, to moke a Bomtui holiday I 

We have bat few of &e notainlia of his early career. He waa 
chief, or cUef-conjoint, of the Shawanese, a tribe ori^nally of "Vlr- 
^nian stock, bat which, in the slow bat sare progress of European 
cupidi^ and agression, had been driven back from the searCoast, 
and had established their hunting-lodges in &te Scioto country, in 
what b now the State of Ohio. This was in 1730. In 1812 they 
were estimated to number about tiiree hundred warriors.* They 
were demgnated the "fierce Shawanese," and have been denounced 
for ^eir ferocity ; but men and the descendants of men familiia 



■Sohoolonift Indian Tribes. Tol. I, p. 301. 
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viUi the Inquiatioii, tbe ouJiMJit/e, the firss of Smiliifiekl and of 
&e Gxenelle, — with the rack, the wivA, the red-ltot i^nceis, eukI 
Uu boiling pitchy-^with 



have no preteiuie for fastidiousiteaa on thia score ; nor should tl^; 
use hard words towards thair fellow-men, freiuaed by aota of cniel 
and oftea wuitoa WEong.. Their contact with the whitea had not 
tended to abate this fierce characteriatic. Year by year, and inch 
by inch, had they been forced back, from eainp-fire to camp£re» 
from tJie Atlantic to the Wabash, f^pealing in vain to a Chnetifln 
doctrine unce known as the " Monrw^" and which, being done into 
pifun Engliah, apparently means — 

That ibej Bhauld tnkn who hiiTe the power, 
And tber ftbonld k««p who can. * 

Hunted and harried,, in course of time they receded until they 
found themselTes in the territory of Michigan, under Siitish protec- 
tion. In 1812 they obeyed ^le counsels of thePropl^t iEUksottura, 
and followed to tiie field hia more warlike brother Teeumseh. From 
bis youth up he had sbowulumaelf to be a ijemarkable man, Devoid 
of education, in the Suropean aioceptation of the tenn, he had yet 
learned to control himself. IJiBtinotiTely he had risen above the in- 
stincts and passions of his race. He despieed plunder; he abjured 
the use of s{urits ; he had overcome a propen^^ strong within hua, 
and had, for years, renounced " fire-watee." His conduct in the field 
was only exceeded by bis eloquence in oonncil. This oombi):uition of 
head and hand won the hearfa of hia tribe and of their savage allies. 
The influence of the chief extended over the warriors of many other 
Indian nations. With the skill <^ a statesman he appeased all djs- 
Bensions, reconciled all interests, and united all minds in one cosunon 
allifmce against the hated Americans. This was due to his personal 
qualities alone. 
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He had little respect for the superstitione of his people. " Totema '* 
and genealo^es he treated irith indifference. Ab a specimen of 
hia eloquence, may be related hia reply to Govemor HamBOU of 
Indiana. On the 12th August, 1810, he appeared, at the head of 
400 warriors, at Vincennes, in firont of the Governor's reddenee, 
and -waa invited " in." He replied : " Houses are built for you to 
hold council in ; Indians hold theirs in the open air." When the 
meeting was over, one of the governor's aides-de-camp stud to him,' 
pcnnting to a chwr : " Your father requests you to take a seat at 
his side." Stan&g erect, and in a scomfiil tone, the cluef 
answered: " My lather ! ihe aun is my father, and the earth my 
mother. On her bosom I will repose;" and then seated himself 
upon the ground. 

He hatfid the " Long-knives " wiUi an inteu^ty of hatred. In 
battle, in actual conflict, he was unsparing. To the wounded h^ was 
pitifiil; from the conquered he turned with contempt. At the 
capture of Detroit, to a remark from Brock, he replied, haughtily: 
" I despise them too mnch to meddle with them." Not an act of 
violence could be charged against the Indians on that occasion. 
Brock, adnuring the control he possessed and exercised, took off his 
^Iken scarf, and wound it round the waist of the chief. Tecumseh 
was, in despite of his stoicism, evidently gratified ; but, to the sur- 
prise of all, appeared the next day without the decoration. To an 
inquiry, he answered that he could not wear such a distinction, 
when an older and an abler warrior was present. He had ^veu the 
sash to the Wyandot chief, Koand-head. Before crossmg the De- 
troit, to attack Hull, Brock had sought from him topographical infor- 
mation. Tecumseh threw himself on the ground, took a sheet of bark, 
and with his knife traced a map of the country — its woods, hills, 
rivers, roads, morasses, — which the best o£Scer in the army could 
not have surpassed. He was taciturn by habit, ailer the manner 
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of the ludians ; but when ronsed, hia intellect and his ima^ation 
gave utterance to a flood of impa^oned oratory.* 

The Americaa delineator delighta in dejncting Tecomseh in a 
red coat, with a pair of tinael epaulettos, such as append to the 
shouldeTS of nnhappj British officers on the American stage. He 
has even been mustered into the service as a Brigadier-General. 
Without disrespect to his memory, it may be said that he did not 
hold a rank which he would have adorned. Contrary to the Indian 
nature, he had an averBion to external ornament. Wb invariable 
costume was the deer-skin coat and finnged pantaloons; Indian 
moccasins on his feet, and an eagle-feather in the red kerchief 
wound round lus head, composed his simple and soldierly accoutre- 
ments. Itichard, Coenr de Idon, himself was not more contomptuous 
<^ spml, or avid of glory. He was about ' five feet ten inches in 
height, with the eye of a hawk, and of gesture rapid ; of a well- 
knit, active figure ; dignified when composed, and posseBsing fear 
tures of countenance which, even in death, indicated a lofly spirit. 
He was in the forty-fourth year of h^ age when he fell. 

He had, under severe trial, adhered with stem fidelity to the 
British anas. He did not assimilate with Proctor. Still, in pros- 
perity and in adversity, with his counsel, or against it, to the last 
hour he was true as steel. True to King George, true to Britishmen, 



■ The greater portion of the &oU relating to the career and choroatei Of 
Teenmseh, hare been drawn &otn " Tapper's Lift of Broch," and Itodi the 
■plrited sketch of the ehlef given therein, and drawn bj Oolonel Qlegg, after. 
warda Uilitar; Seoretarj Lord Aylmer in Canada; bat, In the temporary 
absence of tbe book, and, In addition, nconne has been had to one of a teriea 
of papers on the war of 1812, which have latelj appeared la a popular peri- 
odical — HaTptr't JtfapMJM. It ia to be regretted that tbeae papers, cleverly 
written and artUticallj illnatrated, ahonld, in an attractive fbnn, pander to 
the worat prejndioea of an obeolete time, and ahonld diaaemlnate, near to onr 
own fireaidea, and in the year of grace 1B63, the moat OQiDBtiGable ■tatementl 
with reapeot to Indian violence and British complicity. 
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true to his fiuth iu a came and in a people of whom he had bat ao 
indistinct idea, he died fearlessly in that fluth, true to tbe last. 
Hia death sheds a halo on ^ story of a muoh abused end fast 
d^>f4rtuig race. May the people of En^and aad their descendaotq 
in Canada never forget this aoble aacrifioe, or the aacred obli^taoa 
it imposes. It should be held as die seal of a great covenant. 
"4>4d Jonathan said to David, the Lprd be between thee and me, 
mi between my seed and thy seed for ever." 

The last words of Teeumseh to Proctor, had been: "Father^have 
a big heart !" — and with bis own big heari; on his lips, he withdrew 
to direct his own people in the swamp on Uie left of the batUe^eld. 
The Americaa horsemen in their advice divided into two bodi^. 
The right division, under Lieut.-Go1onel James Jdinston, advanced 
upon the British line, threw out their dismounted riflemen, vid 
diarged with the effect related. The left division, under Colonel 
Biehard M. Johnston, the elder brother, attacked the Indians in 
the swamp. An account ^ven by a, fair American writer is int^- 
ligible enough.* Richard Johuaton t^ twenty of his men devoted 
themselves to draw the Indian fire. JbTineteen out of the twenty- 
one fell, but the Indjane, elated by their success, sprang from &eir 
covert and met, on even ground, a portion of the rifles who had been 
providently dismounted, and who, now pushed fi>rward into the ^bt. 
Johnston, himself wounded in four places, but still in the saddle, 
was attacked by a prominent warrior, who wounded him a fifth dme 
with a rifle shot. At the same moment, his horse, also wounded, 
stumbled forward, bat did not tbxow. hie rider. Johnston had si 
his ude a jHstol loaded w^ four buokshot and a bullet. He saw 
the Chief rush at lum with upraised tomahawk — levelled his pistol 
and fired. He remembered no more. He could discover nothing 
through the smoke— faint from logs of blood, he reeled out of the 

* A.tmj Knd NttTf of America, bj Jsoob E. Keff, U.D., p. SSS. 
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saddle, and was borne almost lifeless from the spot. He wae told 
aftenrarda, that he had killed Teenmseh. The Colonel gave Ua 
atory simpty and not boastftUty, bat others scraifibled for credit 
■fthere a brare ntan found canae ft>r pwn. There ia every reason 
to believe that Johnston did slay TeeninBeh. On his body ■wib 
foond the marks of four buekshote and a bullet These Troluids 
had caused his death. From their direction they must have been 
inflicted &oni above— as &om a man on borBeback. Johnston was 
the only man on horseback in that part of the field.* 

And BO died as brave and aa hue a soldier of England as ever 
trod the heather of the Highlands or the wealds of Kent. He 
completes the tale of the immortal four, who, to the end of dme, 
will hold np in Uie face of all nations, the yonng escutcheon of • 
Canada. Four more chivalrous supporters of a national trophy 
have never before adorned the pages of History or the triumphs of 
Sculpture, tiian Wolfe and Montcalm— Brock and Tecumseh. 

It is ptunfid to be compelled to record the disgraceful fact, that 
the body of the Indian hero was treated with foul indignity. It is 
believed, that the inanimate corse was scalped, and it was brag^hly 
asserted by the Kentucky men, that strips flayed &om his skin bad 
been used as razor straps. f Scotchmen of the present day bhish 

• BattlB of the Tbames. " This aetitu faaght in October, 1813, was the 
lait nnd moat complete defeat of the SftrageE of the North-WeBtern Lahea. 
Tecnmseli was sopposed to bare fallin bj the hand of Colonel Jobnston, of 
Eentnckf ; bat that veteran soldier bag blmielf aoid, that all he coDld aaj, 
was : when attacked by the Chief, he fired, and when the smoke cleared awaj, 
the Indian laj dead before him. The popular accoont attribntee the deadly aim 
and wound to one Uaeon, a native of the count; of Weiford, Ireland, who 
though a grandfather, aged foaivsoore, Tolsnteered his aerTices on that expedi- 
tion. Hb had been an old reTolutionary goldler, and fought In the ctinks with 
hli own ions — themaelves men of middle age."— fiutory qf tht Iriih SttlUri in 
N^hAmtrica, by riomtu SJrcy MeGt*. 

t " The Indian hero, Tecnmeeb, after being killed, was literal]; flayed in part 
by the AmericanB, and his skin oanied off u a trophy." Vidt Appendix^ 
Bishop Strachan's Letter, 
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when told, tl\at after the batUe of Sterling— fire centuries tmd a 
a half ago, — their countiynien made vhip-thongs of the hide of 
CroBsiagham, the Sn^ish Treasorer ; and generations of Americans 
will remember, with greater shame, an act of eqaal barbarism, com- 
mitted, in a refined age, by a Puritan people, with even less show <^ 
provocation. 
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CHAP. xxm. 

BUtleaftheXbuneo— ll«eflbat— IntheStitas— InCuuds. Sfr Oeorge Frerost. Dmnon- 
■tntion on HUgan. yinoent CDnoentntea at Btullugtan Helglila. Amerioui pnijMta 
onHontreaJ. Genenla WUkluiou and Hunpton. Flan of attiwk'&oai the West and 
flvm lake Chsmpliln. Hampton adnuiaea to Odelltawn— Enooantered by De Sala- 
beny—Eatires— Followed to the Poar Comers. C>re«T of De BaUbenT— Attoropts to 
IjorprlHi the Ameiiouu— Dlaooiered— ITalli twek on the line of ChBtwugn*;. Ptefia- 
raHons Ibi defies. Beportg on the battle by the Ameiioan AdJntantGeneral, Elng. 

The catastrophe of the Thamea was a source of intenee exolta- 
tioD to the Americaa goTemment aad people. " lo triumphe " 
reaotmded through the land. It had obliterated the disaster of 
Hull. It had restored the Western country, the territory of 
Michigan, and the Fort of Detroit, to thp Americaa arms. It had 
coved the Indians. Cannon, the trophies of Borgoyne and 
Saratoga, which had been re-captored by Brock, were re-taken 
and paraded, Croimed with flowers. The remnants of a British 
re^ment were marched with triumphal pomp through the bourgadet 
of the West, and though entitled to the treatment usually accorded 
to prisoners T>f war, had been ignominiouBly herded with the in- 
mates of a loc^ Fenitentdary.* British officers, confined in the 
cells at Frankfort in Eentuc^, had leisure to study the philosophy 
of institntioiis, which award the same penalty for shooting a wife 
or stealing a negress. To crown all, it elevated Shelby and Johnston 
to the rank of heroes, and, in after years, made Greneral Hariiaon 
Prudent of the United States. 

* J'unM, Vol. n, p. 299. 
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It fell as a heavy blow upon ihe British, but it caused no dis- 
couragement among tite people of Canada. It roused much indig- 
nation, and caused a renewed outburst of dogged resolulioo, but 
the immediate advantage to the Americans was immense. It gave 
them undisputed poesession of tiie waters of Lake Erie and Lake 
Huron. It relieved them &om all apprehension on their Western 
frontier, and enabled the Cabinet 6f Washington to concentrate 
their ener^es and tbdr forces on the long contemplated project 
against Muitreal. 

In Tetracing our steps from West to East, we may be allowed to 
express surprise, that Harrison had not fn^owed vigereuslj in the 
same direction, and treadmg with his Kentucky horse on the 
retreating footsteps of Proctor, reached, simultaneonslj, with him 
his refuge at Ancaster. The poutiou of Burlington Heights might 
thm have been assailed on all sdea, by land and lake, for speedy 
means of communication with Ohanncey and lus fleet at Niagiura 
could easily have been found, and the British force advuieed on 
the Niagara frontier, would have been placed between two fires; 
and cut off frtnn reinfbrcemeirtB and supply, vt^Hd have been «s- 
poeed to the fate wHch had jost befallen thearmy of &e West,.er 
the Bight DivisioQ. 

For, be it rem^nbered, that after the BuMesa&l actitms at 
^ney Creek and the Beaver Bam, the British advuioed posts had 
occoiued the latter position, and.the American foroes on CanadiaQ 
3(ul, thou^ they held no mace than the ground tbey stood on, sl^ 
fringed the whole Niagara frontier between Fort George and 
Fort Erie, and that Commodore Channeey occupied the s^e and 
convenient re&ige of the Jiarbour mouth of the Biver Nit^gara. 

In tiieiuterval between the engagement at Stoney Gre^, and the 
battle of the Thames, Sir George PrevoBthadmadeatour of inspection 
in Upper Canada, and had made bold to attempt a demonstratioiiT 
as it was afterwards called, on tlie works held by the Americans at 
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Fort George. If this demoastration meant aaything it must hare 
ooatemplated the etorming aail the capture of Fort Creorge, for the 
idea of a purpoBeless demonstration cannot be entertained. And 
jet the capture of tluB worTt would have resulted in exposing the 
tovn of Kenark and the captors theuuelves, in an inferior position, 
to the powerfiil fire of Fort Nia,gara ; while the occupation of Fort 
George by the Americans weakened the Aiaeric»:i armj in tlie 
fifild, ai^ kept a large detachment of good troops useleaalj en- 
trapped upon the Canadian frontier. Nevertheless, on tte 24th 
Augffiit, Sir Oeorge made a formal attack upon this post, drove in 
t^ pickets, looked the de&nces la the face, and retired, as Veritas 
says: — 

Tbe King of Franoe, with fort7 thousaad men, 
Walked up the hill, nad then, walked down again. 

Sir G«orge appears to have been afflicted wiU^ a strange infir- 
mity of military purpose. His error consisted, not so much in the 
fiulure of the attempt, as in attemplang at all, either w^ihm^ 
^dan, or without resolution. To woo a Queen, or to conmumd 
victory requires a daring spirit : — 

" Fain, would I climb, but that I fear to teXl, 
It thy heart fail thee, climb not M all." 

The Grovemor Greneral returned to Kingston and to Montreal, 
t4nTnng with him De Rottenburg, — the Lieutenant Gtovemor, — in 
his train, and having done little to infuse courage and confidence, 
or prepare the minds of men to encounter the trials to come. 

On receipt of the mteUigence of Proctor's disaster, General 
Vincent prud^tly withdrew from St. David's and the Beaver Dam, 
and again concentrated his forces at Burlington Heights. He also 
called in his outposts from Long Point on Lake Erie and made 
every preparation for a desperate strug^e with Harrison. The 
universal feeling at this moment was " no surrender," and yet 
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^ere can be no doubt, but that fears vhich acquired strength as 
they flev, had magnified &e danger to such aa extent at Quebec, 
that orders were ^ren at this critical moment, for the complete 
evacuation of all Canada, west of Kingston. Officers of rank and 
seal, among whom the most conspicuous was Sir John Harvey, 
interfered to avert a measure pregnant with ruin, but so sure was 
the American Govenunent that Vincent would eave the " kernel " 
and Harrison only find the " shell" ^at they ordered their suc- 
cessful General back to Detroit, and by the !ud of Perry's fleet 
tiirew the " Conqueror of the Thames" and hia army on the 
Niagara frontier, ui support of the combmed operations planned 
from Sackett's Harbour and Lake Champlain on Montreal. 

Thus, by degrees, MontreaJ became the grand centre of Ameri- 
can strategy. Immense preparations had been made for a eowp 
d&fou^e which was to terminate the camptugn in a blaze of red 
hghts with melodramatic effects. In the words of an American 
writer of no mean rank, the Hon. B. Gardinier of New York, once 
a Member of Congress :* " The Democrats concerted a grand 
campaign. The whole season was employed in tremendous prepar- 
rations. Public expectation was perpetually on the stretch. The 
Secretary of War was in the vicinity of the armies. Perry had se- 
GoredLakeErie, ChaunceyhadhemmedinTeo. Wilkinson sounded 
his bugle. Hampton rose in lus strength. From East to West 
was nothing heard but the ■ dreadful note of preparation and the 
easy capture of Montreal. From both armies came letters teenung 
with assurances of victory. Victory was the cry of a thousand 
trumpets."! And again, from the same writer, we have an enume- 
ration of the forces prepared for the invaaon. " When WiUdnson 
lay at Grenadier Island, the army of the North amounted to 

* From the " Oonadiftu InBpector," being kn answer to Veritas, pp. 34, 25. 
t Bzuoiner, p. SlI. 
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10,000 men. Hampton Lad 5,000, whicli with 6,000 militia 
augmented &e force destined to reduce Lower Canada to 21,000 
men. Opposed to this army were 5,000 regulars — 2,000 of which 
were in Upper Canada." * 

This writer was not far wrong in his estimate of the relative 
strength of the BritiBh and American forces. The ori^al plan of 
the American campaign, as enjoined on General Wilkinson, had 
embraced the surprise and capture of Kingston and the seizure of 
Prescott — as a whet to a growing appetite, only to be appeased by 
the conquest of Dtfontreal.f Qeneral Hampton having assembled 
his strength at Plattsburg was directed to penetrate across ibe 
SeignioiyofEeauhamois, emerge on the shoresof the St. Lawrence, 
and occupy the coast of Lake St. Ijouis between the mouth of the 
Chateauguay and the Indian Tillage of Caughnawaga. From 
hence he could at any time unite with WiUdnson on the Island of 
Montreal, between St. Ann's and Poiute Claire. The Isle Perrot 
waB regarded as a poivi iFappui, and intended so to be held, and 
the flotilla which had transported Wilkinson was prepared to aid in 
effecting the junction. Thje conjoint operation followed in the 
footsteps of its military predecessors. like Amherst in 1760, and 
Montgomery in 1775, Wilkinson and Hampton manoauvred to 
attack Montreal on its most accessible side. Then, as now, Men- 
treal was not to be asstuled in front with impunity. From La^hine 
down to the Island of St. Helen's, the raptds of the River St. 
Lawrence — a stream, very wide — in some places, very shiJlow, 
abounding in rocky reefs, and La rapid currents — uid impassable, 
except in a class of vessels which can not be extemporized — 
present obstacles which, with a little precaution, may be made 
insurmountable. 



■ EzamiDsc, p. 91, Tol. II. 

t Armetroug. Vide Letter, dated War Department^ Saokett'g Haibonr, Sept. 
33, iei3. Appendix, Tol. 11, p. 201. 
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Now, as then, no enemy can cross the River St. Lawrence 
below tiie Island of St. Helen's, until he has subjugated the South 
shore, and has scuttled the gunboats of England. These are some 
of the conditiona precedent of a passage of this great river in 
summer. In mnter the navigation will tate care of itself. The 
American War Department was well awaro that if, by a sodden 
irruption, they could occupy the fertile and inviting valley of the 
Bichelieu, seize Sorel, and cross the St, Lawrence, they would, 
hazardously, place an immense river between themselves and their 
supplies ; expose their army to attack both from Quebec and 
Montreal, and invit« every available warship of England to inter- 
rupt reinforcements and intercept retreat. They eschewed there- 
fore any line of advance which would put them on the St. Lawrence 
below Montreal. To assMl the cily in front was hnpracticable 
■without the jud of boats of a description which is not portable, Mid 
tie last, and, perhaps only, practicable, expedient, was a descent on 
the Island from tlie West and an advance upon ttie city by the 
olden route of Lachine. It is not nec^sary to dwdl further here, 
upon what, when occa^on serveSi will be shown hereafter, that, 
such being the unavoidable conditions of an advance on Montreal, 
the facilities of defeneej developed by the necessities of the atl^k, 
if ri^tly improved, render Montrerf a militaiy position of great 
strength, resembling to a certain extent Vicksburg on Hie Mis- 
^ppi — ^ut in many respects superior. 

These considerations, perfectiy well understood by every in- 
structed officer in the American service, led to the only feasible 
scheme of attack, had the execution been equal to the plan. 

T^e combined operation was well designed, and the better, that 
either force, under Hampton or under Wilkinson, was in itself, 
more than suf&cient in numbers and equipment to have attained 
the olgect in view. WilMnson's force was lOjOSO menMnfentry, 
cavalry, and artillery, admurafoly supplied and transported by 
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water. The men landed and fought m light marohing order — the 
rery knapsacks were cared for in the boats. Hampton by his ows 
account had with him " 4,000 effective infantry and a well- 
appointed tr^n of wtillery." * And then, without speaking of 
cavalry, by which we know that he was accompanied, and without 
taking into account the 6,000 militia which, from the best Ameri- 
can anthority, we also know, that be had at his disposal, there 
can be no question, bat that the American invading force from the 
Plattsbnrg frontier came up to the strength assigned to it by Sir 
George Prevost in his Despatch of the 30th October, — that is to 
eay, to 7,200 combatants. 

To encounter theae combined forc^, were dispersed below 
Kingston, on the hne of the St. Lawrence, and in the District of 
Montreal, over a surface of at least SOO miles — ^lu garrison, in 
camp — on outpost and in hospital some 8,000 troops, regular and 
nulitia. Of this force 1,600 men were in line on the South of 
the St. Lawrence, to repel Hampton's invasion. The advanced 
column, watching the frontier, consisted of S50 men. 

The renewed preparations at BurUngton in Vermont, and at 
Plattsburg in the State of New York had, from an early period in 
the season, attracted attention in Lower Canada. These prepara- 
tions could have no other object in view than an irruption on 
Montre^, through that part of the District of Montreal lying 
west of the river J^chelieu. Isle aui Noix — St. John's and 
Cbambly — ^were the garrisoned points directly menaced — ^but 
garrisons can rarely do more than protect the posts they occupy ; 
and it was necessary to provide for the observation as well as the 
defence of an extended frontier. To this advanced column, there- 
tore, scattered in a widely extended order, was confided the safety 
of the frontier. It was commanded by Colonel de Salaberry. It 

* Letter to Becretarr of War, 12tb October, 1813. 
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became the duty oJF this officer to antidpate irniption or sortie, and 
to detect from the sound and flash of the distant gan the intended 
course of the projectile. 

As early as September, the American General Hampton had 
transported across Lake Ghamplain the force collected at Burling- 
ton, and at the head of 5,000 men had attempted an inva^on of 
the District of Montreal. On the 29th September he had des- 
patched his ^lite under Majors Snelling and Hamilton to surprise an 
outlying picket at Odelltown. This -was a hamlet buried in the 
dense forest, which for many leagues, in those days, covered the 
frontier. All the roads and pathways through the " bush " had 
been cut up, obstructed by ahatUg, and made impaasable, during 
the preceding campmgn by de Salaberry and his axe-men ; still 
had Hampton pushed forward vigorously, his riflemen nught have 
held the outskirts of the woodland, while his pioneers cleared away 
the obstacles in their rear. Three or four leagues of black-ash 
swamp once surmounted, and he would have emerged among the 
iarms and populous parishes of an open and cultivated plain. But, 
both parties of the Slite were misled or misdirected. The attack 
upon the picket was but partially successful — the alarm was ^ven 
— the abattis were manned by a few frontier Light Infantry and 
by a handful of Indians under Captain Mailloux, who multiplied 
their number by an inceasant fualade, while yells of horrid auguiy 
reverberated through the gloom. These brave men held their own, 
until they were reinforced by the flank compames of the 4th Bat- 
talion of the embodied militia under Major Perrault * and by the 
Canadian Voltigeurs commanded by Colonel de Salaberry. 
This indefatigable officer was Hampton's fate ; — 
HstirboeomeBhere? 
Art tbon some god, BOme ang«l, or Bome devil, 
That makes my blood cold, and mj hair to ttond ? 
Speak to mv. What art thoaT 

• Fidtp.BS. 
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GAiMt. Ihj OTJl spirit, BrntuB I 

Brutui. ■ Why com'at thon T 

Gkoil. Ta tell tbee tbon shalt Be« me at Phttippi. 

and, on the pretext of want of water, in a rery wet countrady, a 
veiy wet season, Hampton withdrew from Odelltown — fell back on 
his own frontier, and moved his force westward, to find hia Philippi 
on {he banks of the Ghateauguay. 

Charles Michel d'Irumberry de Salaberry, Seigneur of Chambly 
and Beau Lac, was descended from & noble Basc^ue family-r-of 
which a brave cadet had earned renown and rich feudal posses- 
fflona imder the Prench Crown, in Canada.* He was one of ttiat 
chivalroiis race of men, whose very names embellish Canadian 
story with pictureaque illuatrationa. The younger branches of many 
noble French houses had sought service and settlement in a 
country peculiarly adapted to the genius and traditioQS of men to 
whom arms were the only career, and with whom the sword was 
the guidon to fortune. The process of French colonization in 
Canada had been unavoidably military. The cultivator of the scnl 
wasinceaaeleascontestwiththe savagery of nature and of man. He 
conld never abandon the sword for the ploogh-share. He was 
compelled to use both, with (Jtemate hand. The feudal system 
of mediaeval France was well calculated to encounter this condition 
of things. The same martial polity, which had, five centimes 
before, inspired the ** Assizes de Jerusalem," engrafted its proto- 
type the " Coutume de Paris " on the soil of Canada. The Saracen 
in the East, and the Savage in the West, would own no obedience 
but to the mtuled hand. This military code jaMivided at once for 

• Of the family of the braTO Colonel de Salabsrry, O.B., the eldest eon, 
Alpboose, ia Adjutant General of Militia for Lower GanadK. Lonie, the eecond 
BOD, llTea at Chambly. Charlea, the third, is colonel of a regiment of Volun- 
teers in the diatrjot of Quebec. Of the ladiee of hii family, one daughter is the 
Tidow of the late AugustuB Hatt, Eaqnire, and now resides at Sorel. 
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colonization and defence, and harmonized -m& the antique associa- 
lionB of the coloniats. " In 1598 Henry of Beam authorized the 
granting of fiefs, ch&tellaines, and baronies in Canada to men of 
gentle blood for the tutelage and defence of the countiy." • And 
ihe Beamoise or Basc^ue tamiy of de Salaberry profited, and net 
unworthily, by the wise liberality of their fellow coontiTmaD. 
Their father and the grand&therof Oolonel de Salaberry had borne 
the " panac?te Hanche " in fall &ont ef &e fight ag^nst the 
standard of England, but bom the hour when, by sacred treaty, 
their allegiance had been tran^erred to the Bceptre of England, 
they bowed reverently to the last behest of their Qatire Prince, 
and, at his command, gave "foi et hammage" to the BritiBh 
Crown.f And to ^at great obligation they, and the masa of their 
fellow countrymen, have ever been nobly feathfol dnoe. De Sala- 
berry and three brothers took service in the British army. Two 
died under the blazmg sun of ICndostan,— one fell in the deadly 
breach of Badajos. Our Oana^an hero served in the West Indies, 
He had commanded ^ Grenadier Company of the 60th regimeot, 
4th battahon, in m«iy fierce engagements. He distingiushed 
himself in 1795 at the conquest of Martinique, and had survived 
the miasmata of Walcheren. On returning to Canada he turned 

• Garnean, Vol. I, p. 183. 

t In a note to Hr. J. If. IiBmOTiie'a iotaiMtiBg colleotion, antitled " Uftple 
LeaTea," vs find ths following reooril of Fnocli Canadian BBTvieea to tbe 
British Grown twenty-Eye years after tbe Oooqneat : — 

" A party of diBtinguUhed Oanadiaae on tbe 8th Jane, ITIG, oflbred their ' 
lerriceB to Uojor Preston in Montreal to retake Fort St. John from tbe Ameri- 
cana, and did bo on tiie 2(ith Jime, plaetog it in tiie hands of a detacbmont «f 
the 7tb Begimeat, or Boyal Fuillers, nnder Captain Eineer- Thay were the 
Ohe^alien de BeleBtiB, de LonKoeBtl, de LotbinidrB, de EouTille, de Boucherrille, 
.&• Lacorne, de La Braiin, de St. Oiira, de Levj-, Pertnia, Hervieoi, OameUm, 
de Uontlgny, d'Eachambanlt, and <4hera. For thia aerTioe, General Gaileton 
pablioly thanked ihraa. In Septejmt>er of (he same year, this pai^, wltb tlw 
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his military experience to go«d account, and raised the corpe of 
Canadian Voltigeurs. At ihe head of this corps, as has been 
already related, with the advance of Colonel D'Echambault he 
had, in the campaign of the preceding year, repulsed the first 
attempt made by Dearborn on the debateable ground of La 
Cole. 

On Hampton's retirement 6om Odelltoim he was promptly 
fallowed np. Balaberry overtook him at the Four Comers, or cross 
roads of the Chateaoguay — via qud ae jmdU m ambat—aiymi five 
imles within the American fi?ontier, and near tiie source of the 
river. Here an attempt was made to surprise the American 
camp, which fuled llirougfa the accidental discharge of a musket, 
when Salaberry, finding himself to be discovered, collected about 
Kty of his Yoltigeurs, and a handful of Indians, and made a 
vociferous onset on the advimced detachment of the enemy, con- 
BiBting of about 600 men. The AmericooB fell back in confusion, 
and enabled him to witJidraw witiioat loss. These small afbirs 
had infused mutual confidence into the oommtuider, and his men, 
and ecaitributed to the great success which was shortiy to follow. 

Cnder the sm<^e of fcie Kght ekirminh, ^ Salaberry fell hsf^ 
on his supports, following the descending coarse of the Chateau- 



M of a nntnber of Tolonteen, lh>m Qa«bm Mid Tbrea KItbtb, Keuism 
At MontisBDii, Dacheenar, de Bigonvllla, de Salaberrj, de TonaQCOnr, Beanblen, 
de ICoBseaa, Uoqnin, Lamarqne, Fanchiei, uid otb«re, eUrted for Bt. John's 
ncM Montreal, to relieTe the Tth uid 36th Regiments, then In charge of tha 
foit; and who expected a siege; bnt after being beleaguered, the foct snrren- 
flered on the Snd November to Oen. Uontgoraeij. The Canadians and the two 
Mgimants vere carried awaj prisoMT* of wu— Oongren refaaiiig to exchange 
tbe OanadiaoB ' thej being too mad) attaehad to the SnglUh QoTernment, and 
too inflnentia] in their own conntiy.' Two — Ueeaieurg de Uonteaaon and da 
UgOQTille — died prisonera of war. De Lacome, Pertais, and Beaablan had 
bean killed dudng the siege. De LotbbiidM had an arm shot off. DeSalaberrr 
was twiM woondBd."— Pp. £6, 6T. 
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ga&j. He knew the ground thoroughly, having long before 
examined it, nith the foresight of one charged with the safety of 
the outpoBts of tlie army. 

He could now see the course of the projectile. He had indeed 
already anticipated its line of flight, and was already prepared to 
counteract the blow. For some days prerioue he had been occu- 
pied in choo^g hia positions and in fortifying them with the ready 
materials the Canadian forest offers. His dispositions for this 
purpose were made with great judgment. 

It is impossible not to be struck by the meagreness of det^ 
which characterizes both British and American narratives of this 
important action — but to the American the subject was not a 
pleasant one, and to the English writer not very intelligible. The 
scene of action was remote from the daily track of travel and of 
strife. It was neither seen nor sought. The battle was fought by 
French Canadian uulitiarmen. These men dispersed to tbeir 
homes — doubtless they " fought their batUes o'er ag^" by their 
own fire^des, but the English writer had not much opportunity to 
hear &om their lips the changes of the fight. The Despatch of 
Sir George Prevost dwells more upon his own slight intervention 
at the close of the action than upon the incidents of the contest. 
The report of the Amerieaii Adjutant General, King, is curt and 
conclusive : " 25tti October. The plan of the attack adopted by 
the General was to detach Colonel Purdy with tbe Slite and the 
1st Brigade, forming the most efficient part of the army, across 
the river ; and by a night march gain the fording place on the left 
of the enemy's line, re-cross the river at that point, and at dawn 
of day attack the enemy's rear ; wtule Izzard's Brigade, under his 
own direction, should pursue tlie march, and at tiie same hour, 
attack it in front. The whole of this plan nuscarried shamefully; 
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Pardy's column, ja^bably misled, fell into an ambuscade, and -wftB 
qnicklj beaten and ronted ; and that of Izzard, after a few dis- 
charges, was ordered to retreat." And this report is a fair intnn 
ductioa to a more det^ed story of tiie fight. 
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BtOryofClietwiBgntr. The "TemninooiilslrB." H»nipton adTUiijea from Four Cornera, 
De S>l&beny &oes right about, and retuma to meet him. First rencoDtre — U&ltA — 
ThrowB Dp breastworks and abatUs. DlqwBltion of dettonden—FoTd in the real. 
AmerioaD atUsk on ■battjs— Imprtkatlaable. Attack on flink and rear, psrUallj ano- 
oeHlht—Bepnlasd— Broken by flank Are. Ketrealjng Americans fire on eaoh other. 
Hjunpton, da.aDt&d, withdraws from front of abattis and retioats. Porae engaged. 
Brilliant ooDdnst of officers and men. Hononr to De Balaberry, 

It is alwaja aatda&ctory th&t the* party most interested should 
be enabled to tell bis own atory, and bj a fortunate occurrence, 
this Bonroe of satisfaction has been supphed. The Redacteur of 
tiie " Courier d'Ottawa," Dr. L. E. Dorion, has re-produced moat 
opportunely the narratdve of a " Temoin oculiure," dated 3rd 
November, 1813. This narratdre appears to have been published 
in some of the journals of the day. tf a guess may be hazarded 
as to the authorship, it migbt be, perhaps not unjustly, ascribed to 
the late Oommander Jacques Viger of Montreal. Ample in det^ 
and nunute in circumstance, it ^ves, with all the proverbial eaae 
of the fVench racorUeWf incidents which correspond in the main 
with the relations of more pretentious writers. The following 
account of the Battle of Chateauguay will be little more than the 
■tory told by the " Temoin oculture " done into English. The 
ori^al will be found in the Appendix. 

The American army at the Four Comers, under Hampton, after 
having for some time attracted the attention of our troops, on the 



tvGoogle 



DESORIPrrON OF aSOtWD. — FBEPASATIOirS FOR DEFENCE. 268 

2lst October moved direct on oar Srootier. That same i^moon 
about 4 p.m. his advaneed gnard droTe in our adranoed videttea. 
They were ttirown out to a place oaUed " Kper 'Road," about 
ten miles &om the church at Chateaogaay. Major Hemy, of 
tKe Beaubamois militia, in command at the English Biver, notified 
Major Oeneral de Watteville, tiiio ordered up, at once, the two 
companies of the 6th Incorporated Sfilitia, commanded by Captainfl 
Levesque and Debartzch, and about two hundred men of the Militia 
de Beaubamois. This force advanced about two leagaes until, at 
nightfall, it halted at the extremity of a tiiick wood into which it 
would at that moment have been imprudent to penetrate. At 
daybreak they were joined by Colonel d« Saiaberry with hia 
Voltigeurs and Captain Ferguwon's light Company of the Gtaor 
dian Fencibles. Thus composed, de Salabenry pushed on, along 
the left bank of the river, about a league, and there encountered 
a patrol of the enemy. He instantly halted his force. He had 
some weeks before carefidly recoonoitred t^ very ground, uid 
knew that the whole course erf the river presented no better pora- 
taon. The fwest was intersected by nmses which drained a 
swamp on his right, and fell into the river which covered his lefii. 
Upon four of these ravines, wiiich w«e like so many moats, fottit., 
in hia front, he threw iqi In^aatworks. The tiiree first lines were 
distant periiaps 20O yards from each other. The fourtii was l»tf 
a mile in the rear, and commaai^ a ford, by wtich ui asssfla^ 
coming from tiie right bonk of &6 Chateaaguay might have got 
into his rear. It wae most important to guarantee tliis, the weak 
point of the pofdtion. 0pon each of ^eae lines o£ defence a 
parapet of logs was ccmsbTioted, which extended into t}ie tangled 
swamp on t^e ri^t ; but tlie front tifie of aH, f<^wing the nnuoei- 
tieB of tlie ravine in front, formed abnost an obtuse angle to the 
ri^t of the road, and rf tfae whole position. His whole day — tbe 
22nd — was emjAoyed vJigorooBly in atrengthening these wori», 
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trUoIi in strength, natural and artificial, ooold not be Burpassed. 
They had also the adrantage of compelling the assEulant to adrance 
to the attack through a frildemeBS, remote &om his supplies, while 
our troops had all thej required, and were close upon ^eir 
supports in the re«-. 

The right bank of the river was covered by a thick forest. In 
the rear, at the ford, care was taken to peat about mxty men of 
the Beauhamoia militia. 

Nor did the Colonel limit ias precautions to the works above 
E^ken of. To secure Mmself to ttie utmost, he detached a party 
of thirty axe-men of the division of Beauhamois to destroy every 
bridge within a lea^e and a half of Ms fiont. And about a mile 
ahead of the firont line of defence above described, he threw down 
a formidable abatttt of trees, with the branches extending out- 
irarda, aoA reaching &om the bank of tlie river on his left, three 
or four arpents across the front to a gavanne or swamp on the 
right, wMch was almost impassable. Thus the four inner lines 
were efiectoally covered, and the American artillery, known to 
number at least ten guns, was rendered useless. They could not 
be bron^t into action. 

To these admirable an-angementB, as much afi to the heroism 
of his men, must be ascribed the brilliant results which ensued, 
and to tiie gallant de Salabeny, alone, must be ascribed the choice 
of the ground and the dispositions made. 

On the 22nd, Major General de Watteville vifdted the outposts 
and approved entirely of the precautions taken, but the labour of 
strengthening tiie portion continued witiiout intermisaion up to the 
26tli September. When at about 10 a.m. the American skii^ 
mishers opened on the abatHty lieutenant Guy of the Yoltigeurs, 
who was in front with about twen^ of his men, fell back, and waa 
supported by Ijeutenant Johnson of the same re^ment, in charge 
of the [acket, wluoh protected the fatigue party. Afber a sharp 
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excliaiige of musketry, tte labourers retired within, — the covering 
party to the front of the abcOtM. 

At this moment, de SaJaberry, who had heard tlie first firing, 
rode up from the front line of defences. He brought with him 
three companies of the Canadian Fencibles under Ferguason, which 
deployed at once on the right rear of the abattis. The company 
of Captfun J. B. Ihichesnay waa extended on the left, while the 
comp^iy of Oaptain Jucherau Duchesnay occupied, enpotenoe, a 
position on the left rear among the trees on the bank of the river, 
so as to take the enemy in flank if they attempted to carry the 
ford in tiie rear, held by the Beauharaois militia. 

It should be observed here, that in this part of its course, and 
between the ahattig and the ford, the river made a curve or bow, 
80 abrupt, that at the re-entering elbow of the curve, the fire of 
the defenders flanked the ford in support of the fire in front. 

Then de Salaberry, who had already twice during this campaign, 
tested the American metal — ^who had longed for another trial — 
saw his opportumty, and profited by it. He was in the centre of 
the line — ^the companies of Ferguason, L'Ecuyer, and deBartzch on 
his right. In the swamp and wood lay Captain Lamothe and a 
corps of Indiana ; on the left and left rear the compaxdes of the 
two Ducheanay's. The place of these troops taken from the first 
and second lines of defence was supplied from the third and fourth 
by the' Canadian Fencible regiment, under Colonel Macdonell of 
Ogdensburg &me. 

While these arrangements were being made with precision and 
rapidi^, the enemy debouched from the wood into a large open 
spafia in front of the ab<Mi9. On tiie left bank of the river 
Hampton had the supreme command : under him served General 
Izzard, at the head of the 10th, the Slst, and other regiments, 
amounting to 3,000 — or 3,500 men with three squadrons of 
cavity and four guns — and yet tiie artilleiy was not brought into 
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action. Aboat 1,500 men vmie tiirown on the right baok (^ tlie 
river under Colonel Furdy to force ita wny liirou^ the bush, aaA 
take the Canadian force, in reserye, at the ford below. 

The enemy debouched on &.e pUun m &ont of de Salabeny in 
colamn, and advanced ia ^is formation dose to the abatti$f 
exposing the bead of his nairow line to a fire in front, aad 
bis flank to the Indians and tiraillenrs in the bosh and HW&mp> 
Tlus was lus moment. An American officer had ridden forwud, 
uid bad attempted to harangne Uie troops in French. Salaberry 
seized a rifle, fired, and the orator fell. At the same moment bis 
bugler sounded the order to fire, uid a blaze of muaketiy burst 
from the abattie and ihe svamp. The column halted, paused for 
a moment, made a turn to tiie left, formed line, and opened a 
vigorous fumade — but &e fire of the lefl was, by this movement, 
thrown into the wood, where it had but little effect. Not so with 
the fire of the right, wbi«h compelled our pioketa to retire within 
the abatti». The enemy mistook this filing back for a fli^t, and 
rtused a great ahoot, which we rotomed with interest, and it was 
all they got &om us, for they never had possession of one ioch of 
tJie abattit. While the cheers oa the one rade were re-echoed by 
cheers on the other, taken xtp by t^e troope in our rear, saddMl;^ 
Salaberry ordered id) our bu^ea to sound, to augmait in iirm^wt- 
aon the strength of oor (atm. The rate had this ^^ct. Wo 
learnt from pristmets afterwards tJiat they had ^tinuited our foFM 
at 6,000 or 7,000 men. Bat for all the shouting and buglu^, th« 
nmsketary fiie never ceased. It wae so hot luid nmnterm^ed, 
that &e enemy never attempted to cury the abatUa. After a 
time their fire slackened, md tfiey appeared to awa^ other evonti 
— ^they looked to the other side of the river. 

Here the bugles indicated an advance, and Colonel MaodoneH, 
eager to add to the laurels be lad won at Ogdensburg, moved 
rapidly in "Uie direction of the fire with two companies &om the 
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first and second line of retrenchments under Captain Levesque. 
The Beauhamois militia, defending the ford, had been attacked bj 
Furdy in supeiior force, and had been compelled to retire. Mao- 
doaell ordered Gaptfun I>alj with ioB oompanj of the 6th Incor- 
porated to cross the ford in their support. 

At this moment de Salabeny? perceiving the fire in hia front to 
relax, and the shouts of the combatants aai the fire of musketry 
to increase on his left flank and rear, saw, at onpe, tliat a diver«<m 
was about to be operated at the ford, and betook himself to fals 
left where tiie company of Jucherean du Chesuay was drawn np 
en poUneey and came down to the river just as Daly crossed the 
sb^am. From a stump, he watched the advance of the enemy wi^ 
a field glass, exposed the while to a heavy fire, luid gave words of 
encooragement to Captfun Daly as he waded Uirough the water. 
This gallant officer got lus men into order and most bravely thrust 
the enemy home. They fell baok, rallied and reformed, and 
opened a weU-sustained fire. Daly was over-matched. He and 
hia brave Caiiadians slowly fell back, fie had been wounded is 
tiifi advance, and while retiring, while enoourag^g his men by 
word and example,' he was wounded a second time uid fell. 
C^tiun Bniyere of the lyDlice de Beauhamois was also, wounded at 
the same time. Iheir men, unequal in numbers, .were compelled to 
recede, slowly, and with face to the foe, under the command of the 
gallant lieutenant Schiller, and onoe:more was heard the joyful 
shouts and jeers of the advancing enemy — bat their exultation was 
brief — ^for rushing forward, unobservant . of the company formed 
enpoteTuie on the other side of tlie river, they became suddenly 
exposed to a crushing fire in flank, which at short distance arrest- 
ed their march and threw them into utter confusion. Vsin was 
ttie attempt to raUy — they broke and scrambled back into Hu 
bosh. There, it is believed, that advancing parties fired upon 
Htxax retiring comrades, mistaking them ibr enemies. On &e 
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«ttier hfuid, Hampton, learmng &at his stratagem had ^iled, and 
tfutt the attack on tiie ford, on vhioh he had so much relied, had 
fesultod ao disastroaslj', dreir off hia I«fb attack, which for an honr 
had been inactive, tboogh iacessaotjy pereecated by our skir- 
miahers &om the oiotfts. The Oaoftdian troops remained in 
position, and slept that night on the ground on which they had 
fought. 

In the rntmung, being reinfotoed by ^e oompany of Yoltigeun 
«uder CapttuD de Boanile and the grenadiers of Capttun Levesqiw 
(t( the oth Incorporated U^A msty of the Beauhamoia Dirision^ db 
Salaberry confided to Colonel Maodonell the defence of fee 
abattig against any renewed attach, and ptiBbed forward ha 
fidettea eaatiousty — inoredulood of Hampton's retreat. About 
twenty prisoners were t^en, aud tJie hne of flight was indicated 
by muskets, knapSaoks, drams, and provisions strewed in the way. 
Forty dead bodies were isteired by oar people, many graves were 
fbiind, and notably, those of two officers of , distinction, buried by 
Aeir own men. The wtmAded were carried off, bat we knew aftolV 
wards t^t the enemy eertimated their CFwb loss ^8 de ootnbat at 
npwarda of one hundred. 

This brilliant achioTement cost the Canadian force, two kiUed, 
^zteen wounded. Among the officers most prominent on tiiia 
occasion — and all did tiwir dnty nobly — ^wwe Captains Fergtiswm, 
de Bartzch,* and Leresqoe of the 5tb ; Captun L'Ecnyer of ^ 

* Captain de Bartscti,of tbeVDltifeBn,inaft«r7tBrs theHon.P.D. d*B«rt9di, 
•f St. Obarlea on Ihe rirer Eichelicn, Seigneur of the SeiKoiorj of that name, 
Ud as member of tbe ABsembl; uid of the LegislstiTe Oouocil, an setire 
kble, and «loqiieat advocate of reform, so long lu reform eschewed reroln- 
Uon — boa beqaeatbed an boDonntble name to a fUnilf who, in the bloom of 
M), recall pleasant reeolIeBtioui of tha ptomige of tbe bud. The eldest dangk- 
t*T of tbis gentleman married the Hon. Lewis T. Drammond, late Attonflj 
Oeaerat for Lower Oanada. Tin wcond la the wife of the Hod. OornwalUi 
Honk, fudge of the Superior Ooart. The fonith married the Ooont de Bottw- 
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VcJtigenrfl; die tvo do CheraiaTS al tJw VolttgenrB,* who both di»- 
tinguiBbed ftemselves b; their sang Jroid and preciaioa m tlw 
execution of difficult mmiceuvres. To theae must be added the 

laaud, a Poliib eilla naS larant ; and the ' third H. de Kierzkawaki, son of tbi 
l»t« Lieiit«Dnat-Qeaeral EierzkawBk[, an oid and dietlagnished officer in the 
tetvioe of ftuasia. This gentleman hai been retarned, and held a aeat, in both 
bMQchM oftbe Osaadlad Legislature, ai a member of the HonHs of AesemUf 
tad nember of tba Legiflative Goaadl, 



■ The Brothera dn Obesuay, wbaae names will ever atand In our GanftdiaD 
■toiT as the foreinoat in thU conflict — tbe Ajaces of tbe Ggbt, 

aei O'Pai' K^oi eaacrcu kot' oiov, 
wareofaaold famllj. Their first settlement In Oaaada dates from 1640. Th« 
bmilf name is Jnebereaa de 8c. Denis, — da Oheenaj (af the onk grove) being 
the designation of a Gef wbich becime the appanage of a jonngei branch 
bearing the patronjmic of Jncherean. One of tbe two brothere, Jucbereatt 
dn Chesoay, had served tbe British crown for some years in tbe 60th regiment 
— on foreign statioaa — and on the death of his father, retired from active serriee, 
in the ioterestB of hi« estate and of bis family. But the hereditary passion waa 
Uextiaguialutble. On the first aoand of war he transferred to (he militia the 
Imawledge be bad acquired in the line. He railed a company in the Canadian 
Toltigenrs, and daring the war was eonstantlf on the frontier. He was, u 
given In tbe text, aotiTely engaged at Obateangaaj. He was sabseqaentlj 
appointed DepatyAdjatootOeneral of Uilitia and Superintendent of tbe Indian 
Department. His devotion to the Throne has descended as an heir-loom to 
tltoee, whose friandthip is a pleasure, and a pride to the contemporary annalist. 
His surviving ebildien are tbe Hon. Jneherean du Obeanay, U.li.O., and Phi- 
lippe, now Prorinoial Aide-de-Oanp and Lientanant-Oolonel, llilitia. Of his 
daughters, (he eldyt k tbe widow of the late Bon. Rooh <1« 3t. Oars, U.L.O., 
fiumerly Sheriff of Ihft District of Uonrreal, and the representative of one of 
tbe oldest and beat fluailiea in French Oanada. Tbe second Is the wife of 
T. 0. Oamphell, Ssqaire, O.B., late Major in the Tth Hussars, Seignear of St. 
Hilure de Roaville, and Ootonel, Hilitla. And the third is married to Lien* 
tanant-Ooloael Bmatlnget, who earned fat himself, rank, and for Canada, 
Uitinction, in the aervioe of Spain, and is now one of tbe Inspecting Field 
Officers of HiUtia of the Province, 

The second brother, better known as tbe " Chevalier" da Obesnay, was alw 
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gnUant Captwm Daly* of the Canadian Fenciblea and Bruyere of 
die Chateaugoay Chasseurs, both of whom were wounded. Captun 
Lamqthe made the most of hie handful of savageB. Lieu- 
tenants Finguet,f of the light Infantry ; Guy, Johnson, Powell, 
aod Hebben of the Yoltigeurs ; Schiller, of Daly's company, — all 

in the Britlih lurlec, pmtIq&b to the irar of 1813. On the outbreak of the 
eonteit he devoted hU •errices to hii coantij'B cause, raised a compaaj of 
Toltigeurs, and at Cbateauguay, aad od all other occasiona, apheld, at the 
head of bU French fellow cauntrymea, the honour of the Briligh Sag. A ne- 
phew, Narciese, the bod of an elder brother Antoine, a lad of 16 years of age, 
was also in the field at Ohateauguaj, actually engaged. " Those who were 
there behaved themselves so loyallj that their heirs to this day are honoored 
for Ibeir sake." Froiseart, Vol. II, p. 320. 

* Joseph Daly, Baquire, of IContreal, H.U. agent for emigrants, is a nephew af 
this brave officer. 

t Captain Pingaet. — This officer appears to have been a QaebecqnoiB. Since 
writing the above, there baa appeared in a Feuilleton, published in Quebec, 
and entitled "Soirees Canadiennes," two letters, indited by Captaia Pingnet, 
one shortly before, and the other, immediately after the Battle of Ohateanguay. 
In the second he says : ." G'^tait le dimauche qae raliaitis fit bammencd, et le 
mardi, comma les hQchenrs fioissaient quelqoe ohose qui manqnait, nn parti de 
diz hommcB de notre compagnle et de ringt des Yoltigeara, qui ^talent en avant 
pour ptotSger les travaillants, aper^arent raTant-garde de' I'ennemi qui 
I'avan^ait. • * * Noua avians i combattre contre deal mille bommes de pied et 
deuz-centa hommes de cavalerie; nous ne perdions pas de temps; noa soldats 
ant tir4 entre trente-clnq et qnarante cartouDbee, et en si bonne directioi: qua 
lee piiaonniers que nous ftmes le lendemain disaient que noa balles pasaaient 
toutea 4 I'^galiti, soit de la t£te, Boit de la poitrine. Notre compagnie lenle 
s'est battue lA environ troii-qnarta d'heure avant que de recevoir da renfbrt. 
■ • • " • And to show that oampalgning in Canada is not a mere 
fromtnadt milUairt, may be added ; " Aprds U bataille, on nans a ramends dans 
nos retranchements, o& noas avoas paasd hait jours, A la plnie, an troii, smat 
fbu et sans eonverturei ; de id, nous sommea deieendos 'am maieons, oik noni 
itlons presqae anesi mal que dans lea hois ; noas y avona 6i6 butt jours, etavona 
re;u ordre de remonler. Je oioia a pr6aeat qu'uD homme est eapable d'endarer 
Sana orever, ploa A» misira qn'on bon ehiea." 
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dieplayed intelligence and vigour. Capttuns Longtin and Hmtean 
of tbe Milice de Beanhamois gave to their men an honourable^ 
example. Of the former it is related, that on the commencement of 
the action, he knelt down at the head of hig company and offered 
np a brief and earnest prayer. " And now, mex enfana," said be, 
rising, " having done oar duty to God, we will do the same by our 
King." Here spoke oat that olden spirit of chivalrous devotion 
which the history of a thousand years has made the heritage of flie 
Canadian people. 

Nor should we pass over in silence the names of the simple$ 
toldata,- — Vincent, Pelletaer,Vervais, Dubois, and Caron, — all of th« 
Toltigeurs, who swam the river aod cut off Ihe retreat of the 
prisoners who were taken.* 

It will he seen at once that the whole brunt of the action fell 
upon the advanced corps under the command of Colonel de Sala- 
berry. This force barely numbered 300 combatants. The battle 
was fought in front of the first line of entrenchments, at the 
ahaltis, and at the ford in the rear. On this part of the field de 
Salaberry commanded alone, and to him aJone is to be ascribed 
the glory of the victory. 



- * Among the offlcen in eominiiDd of eompaaiu who had not the good fortane 
to be Bctnall/ engaged — who wera " well in hand," but not wanted— on the 
16th October, mKj be noted tbe DsmeB of de Beaujeu, de Lery, de Konville, de 
Tonoancoar, Malhiot, Raymond, Bruere, the inde&tigable UcKa;, anS Bercsj. 
The companj, however, of this last officer was in the charge of Lieutenant Taeb^, 
now tbe Hon. Sir Etienne Tachd, Goloael and Aide-de-Oamp to tbe Queen — 
of whom more heteaftei. A Bister of Capt^n de Tounancour married the Hon. 
Tbomas Ooffin, of Three Rivers, and his eldest tan i> Prothonotary of the Oonrt 
of Qaeen's Bench, Montreal. 
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CHATTER XXV. 

Xaodonell ot Ogdeixbiug— The Cuadlui Fenclblei— DMoent at the St. Lttneatt— 
BnnnlDg tbe Bkplds— Klgbt Usreh Uirougb the Bosh— " Alwftja on H*Dd "— Freuoh 
■Dd BngUih " Shoulder Ui Sbonlder "— NBtunl Exoltatka of tb« Fnsob Cuadlaaa— 
Pructlcal Bepl; to DIshonDDriiig Impntadani-Gniinide of (he Britlih GoTemment— 
Queeneton Belghte— Chalemngnay — Chery Chue and the "Combat dee Trentei" — 
Beanmuiolr and Bembro— Groqoart. 

Had the gaJlaut de Salaberry reqiiired the services of a fellow 
ioldier, or had the fortune of war, oTeo for a moment, deprived ua of 
bis own, there etood, happily, at his side the most efficient substitate 
Canada could supply. Macdonell of Ogdeneborg had been lately ap- 
pcHDted to the command of a battahon of French Canatijan Fenoibles, 
and was at Kingston drilliDg and organizing the force confided to him. 
On the 20th October, Sir 0«orge Frevost, then at Kingston, 
received intelligence of Hampton's irruption on the Beauhanuua 
frontier. At the time, Wilkinson was known to be within a few 
miles in front, at the head of 10,000 men. Kingston was pre- 
sumed to be his object. The distractang e^ct of this double 
menace, in &ont, and in flank and rear, demanded prompt and 
judicious counteraction. Here Sir George did well. He dared 
not weaken Kingston bj withdrawing a single man of tlie line. 
As he mounted his horse ibr Lower Canada he sent for MacdcmeU, 
and inquired if his corps was in a fit state to meet the enemy ; and 
was assured that they were ready to embark so soon as tkey had 
done dinner. Frevost gave his prompt subordinate carte blancht^ 
enjoining, mmply, a prompt rencounter with Hampton on the Beao- 
hamois frontier. Iieft to himself and to his own resources, 
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UaedoneU was not unequal to the emergency. He had offered 
men. He had now to find boats, and boatmen and pilots, to 
ccmduot those men in safety down tbe dangerous rapids of the 
St Lawrence. In that nuned "of the Coteau du Lac" Lord 
Aniherat lost in 1760 sixty-eight batteanz and eighty-eight men. 
Those who have descended the rapids of the St. Lawrence for a paEh 
. time, in a well-found steamer, manned and piloted and handled, to 
provide agiuiist all chance of accident, and can recall the combined 
sensation of awe and misgiving witli which they sank and surged 
aoiid those boiling watei^, whirled by rocks and shoals, where a 
touch would have been destruction, with the speed and rush and 
roar of a tempest, and who rejoice even now that the rapids are 
passed and the danger over, may be able to a]q)reciate the resolu- 
tion (rf men who dared the same danger at the ball of duty, in hug9 - 
unwieldy row-boats or batteanx, to which a disabled oar or a mis^ 
directiim of the rudder must have brought instantaneous destruc- 
tion. But no misgivings troubled the minds of these brave men or 
their resolute leader. His luraQgements were rapidly made. 
Boats were soon [4voured — his own personal experience supplied 
[nlotage— his soldiers volunteered to the oar. Every French C^ 
nadian is a boatman. The perilooa waters to which they are 
aooustomed demand the constant exercise of bravery and skill. 
The world does not produce better mateiial for soldier or sailor. 
After a few hours' delay he embarked with his 600 men, encouo-- 
tered great dangers, but surmounted all; ran all the rapids 
soeoessfully ; crossed Lake St. Francis in a tempest ; disembarked 
QB the Beauharnois shore ; and in &e dead of the night threaded 
the forest in Indian file, reaching the bank of the Chateauguay, on 
&a morning of the 25th September, in advance of Sir George 
Provost, who had ridden down the opposite shore of the St. Law- 
rence aided by relays of horses. "When the Commander-in-Chief 
asked him in a tone of some surprise " And where are your men ?" 
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" There, Sir," replied Macdonell, pointing to 600 exhaosted 
aoldiera sleeping on the ground, not one man absent* Thiu 
willing yoimg battalion of French militia, officers and men, had 
accomplished tlie dbtance from Kingston to tlie battle^eld of 
Chataauguay — 170 miles by water and 20 miles by land in 60 
hours of actual travel — a fact which deserves to be ranked hy the 
aide of the marvellous march of the Light Division of the British 
army before the battle of Talavera, recorded, with so much of jmt 
pride by the historian Napier. 

Thus it was, that three companies occupied the' rearmost lines of 
defence prepared by de Salaberry, and being thua in the rear, 
Daly's company had the. proud saiisfaction of repelling the Amerir 
can Sank attack on the ford. Of the men, therefore, engaged, all 
were French. Of the officers, fonr names indicate their British 
lineage. Their gallantry proved it, and proved further, how 
thoroughly in such a cause, and on such a field — should occaraon 
ever occur — the people of French Canada may rely on the staunch 
co-operation of their fellow citizens of British extraction. 

The French population of Lower Canada are very proud of the 
nctory of Ohatoauguay, and with just reason. The British popu- 
lation of the Upper Province had achieved a like success over the 
common enemy at Queenston Heights. It was gratifying to the 
natural pride of a great nation^ origin, that the fortune of war 
should have thus eqmtably distributed her honourable distinctions. 
They had, moreover, a sta^nger motive, both for resentment and 
exultation. The American Government and democratic press, 
with unexampled ef&ontery, had cast upon a race " san» peur et 
lans reprocke" the dishonouring imputation of an easy political 
virtue. They had been charged with a readiness to violate plighted 
honour, and with disaffection to the British Crown. - Truthful and 



" Vide Uoited Service Journal, June, 1848, Corresp. 
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generons in all relations, whether of peace or war, they resented 
this indignity, ae a stain felt more keenly tiian a wonnd, and they 
gave the " Bostorum " their answer on the field of Ohateaugaay. 

Tlus noble and opportune service had the effect; of twenty victo- 
ries. Twen^ days had hardly elapsed ance the defeat of Proctor 
Qn -the Thames. Muttered rumours of disaster had scarcely 
reached remote districts, ere the cloud of anxiety and doubt 
was dispelled by the exploit of Ohateauguay, and the Red Grose 
Banner of England gleamed forth unsullied, in the light of that 
T^oiir which it had so often encountered, proved,~and respected, 
under the iJlies of France. 

Great Brittun honoured this worthy feat of arms in a becoming 
manner. Standards were conferred upon the re^ments engaged. 
A. Battle Medal was given to every solder. De Salaberry was 
made a Commander of the Bath. Sir George Prevost, who had 
ridden up from his quarters m the rear at the close of the action, 
extolled in a Despatch dated &om Montreal on the 30th October, 
the conduct of the men engaged, iaid dwelt with superfluous oom- 
l^acency " on the determination of all classes of His ile.je^ifff 
flubjects to persevere in an honourable and loyal line of conduct," 
which upon that occasion, at least, might hare been allowed to 
speak for itself. 

Queenston Heights and Chateaugoay are to the people of 
Oanada what Chevy Chace and the " Combat des Trentes " were, 
in the olden time, to their martial ancestry — the fountain and the 
f traditions, which create character and foreshadow a 
I career not unworthy of the sources from whence they 
spring. As " the child is father to the aiaa" so to nations, 
h(mourable traditions are the best guarantee of future. greatness, 
and tiie descendants of those who fbught on the battie fields of 
Canada, accepting the obligations noble memories impose, are aa 
proud of their antecedents, as those who glory in the iron leg«td 
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(^ Beaomauoir ftnd Bembro — of KqoUts, Calvert.;, Eaid Groquftrt 
—at of those who, 

With itoat Bcle Pensjr tb«n ware b1^ 

Sir Jofaa of Adsertoa, 
air Bobert BKtcIiffand Sir John, 
Sir James the bold Heron. 

The " Combat des TrOBtea " U, probably, not so familiar to 
En^h ears, as tiie fierce Border foray imiaortalized m ttie Ballftd 
<tf Chevy Chace. The stoty has been well told, ia fiill of aatioeai 
interest, and is not an inappropriate pendant to scenes upcn 
which the Oaoadian lovea to linger. Both the " Combat des 
^rentes " and the " woeful hunting " of Chevy Chace, befell in 
the Bfune century, bat the encounter of the " Thirties " preceded 
that '* on Cheviot side " by many years. Chevy Chace dates 
]»y>bably from the year 1388. ^e " Combat des Trentes " took 
place 27tii March, 1361.* 

About twenty miles from the town of St. Malo, " St. Sfalo, 
beauport de Mer," on the river Ranoe, stands the romantic town 
of ]%ian, and, in a dell hard by, where ripen the best figs m 
Brittany, experto orede, may stall be seen the nuns of the Chatoan 
and Monastery of Beaumanotr. Tbirty-^ve years ago, the mail^ 
effi^es of the warriors of a half-forgotten race lay recumbent on 
their tombs in the chanoel of the roofless abbey, spared by the 
ravages of revolution, but cnimbling rapidly beneath those of time. 
The name of Beaumanoir was one of bi^ renown in the days of 
du Guesclin and of Olivier de Clieson, when the English contested, 
on the soil of France itself, the tuzermneti of the French «rown. 
!Oie Lord of Beaumanoir was one of the leaders in this remarkable 
" Combat des Trentes," of which the following account is ^ven is 



* Battle of Otterbonrne (historically the same as 

the (bray of Ohery Chace) ADgoBt IB, 1388 

Oombatdsi Trant«a Huoh 37, 13B1 
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the Hisixure de Bretsgne, quoted iq » note to Johnes' editatai of 
IVwasart, "Vol. 11, p. 191 :— 

" After the iea& of Sir ThiHaaB Daggevorth, tbe Kiiig 
appointed Sir Walter Bentley, Conunander in Brittany. The 
En^h, being mach irritated at Uie death of Daggeworth, and not 
being able to revenge themaely^ on those who slew him, did 90 on 
the -whole country, by burning and dertrojiag it. The Ma*riial 
de Beaomanoir, desirous of putting a stop to this, sent to Bembro, 
who commanded in Plo^rmel, for a passport to bold a confwenoe 
with him. The Marshal reprobated the oondnct of the Ebglidi, 
fmd high words passed between tbem ; for Bembro bad been the 
companion in arms to Daggeworth. At last, one of tbem proposed 
a combat of thirty on each side. The place appointed for it was 
at the half-way oak tree between Joaaelin and Flodrmel, and Q1.9 
day was fixed for the 27 tb March, 1361, b^g the four& Bimday 
in Lent. Beaamanoir chose nine knights and twenty-one esqvures. 
Bembro could not find a sufficient number of Engbsb in his garrison 
— ^there were hut twenty — the remmder were Germans aod 
Bretons. Bembro first entered the field of battle, and drew up his 
troop. Beaumanoir did the same. Each made a short harangue 
to his men, eshort^g them to support their own honour and that 
of their nation. Bembro added, that there iras an old prophecy of 
Merlin, which promised victory to the English. The signal was 
^ven for the attack. Their arms were not sunilar, for each was 
to choose such as be liked. Billefort fought with a mallet 25 lbs. 
weight, and others witii what arms they chose. The advantage at 
first was with the English, as the Bretons had lost five of their men. 
Beaumanoir exhorted tbem not to mind this, as tbey stopped to 
take breath ; when each party having had some refreshment, tbe 
combat was renewed. Bembro was killed. On seeing this, Cro- 
quart cried out, * Compagnons, don't let us think of the prophe- 
cies of Merlin, but depend on our courage and arms ; keep your- 
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selves close together, be firm, and fight aa I do.' Beaumancor, 
being wounded, was quitting the field to quench his thirst, when 
Qeoffrj du Bois called out, ' Beaumanoir, drink thy blood, and 
th; hurt will go off.' This made him ashamed and return to the 
battle. The Bretons at last gained the day, by one of their party 
breaking, on horseback, the ranks of the English — tiie greater part 
of whom were killed. Enolljs, Calverty, and Croquart were 
made prisoners, and carried to the Caetle of Josselin. Tintimiac 
on the aide of the Bretons, and Croquart on the English, ohtiuned 
the prize of valour. Such was the issue of this famous Combat 
of Thirty, so glorious to the Bretons, but which decided nothing 
as to the possession of the Duchy of Brittany." * 

* The CbroQicleT adds in the t«it, with respect to Oroqnut, " He was ori- 
ginall; bnt a poor boy, and had been page to the Lord d'£rcle in Holland. He 
lutd the repatatioD of being the most expert maD-at-acmB of the cauntrj-. He 
VBB laid to be worth 40,000 crowns, not including his borseB, of which he had 
twenty or thirty, very handsome and strong, and of a deep roan colour. King 
John offered to knight him, and to marry him very richly if he wonld qait the 
Bnglish party, and promUed to gire him 2,000 liviei a year ; bat Oroqout 
would not liBtea to him. It chanced one day aa he was riding a young horse, 
which he bad just purchased for 300 crowns, and was putting him to bis fall 
■peed, that iJie borae ran away with him, and in leaping a ditch, stombled Into 
it, and broke hi* maiter'i neck." Such was the end of Croquart. 
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Tbe MionTDionB correapondBnt tbroDgh whoie Yalnabli Agene; the Intel' 
MtiDg Danatire of & " TdmoiQ ocalaiie " hsi been rsTiTed, after an obliTion of 
flftf f ears, eipttiatea on the apparent apathy of his fellow connUjmen, and 
points to the moonment on Qaeenston Heights ai an example and a ceproaeh. 
He BskB wbj nothing has been done to copmemorate the scene of this great 
national exploit, and to point out to posterity the battle field of Obateauguay. 
Tbis writer will be pleased to hear that tbe sutiject bas not been altogether 
nsxlecled, and that although mnch remains to be done, a step bas been talcen 
in the right direction, wbich, it is hoped, may lead to more practical resnita. 
There Ib, in tbe inimedlat«~Tlcinit; of the battle field, a piece of Ordnance pro- 
perty, in saperScies abontfire acres, occnpied bj an old block bouse. On the 
inggeition of the officer in cbarge, tbii piece of land has been set apart at tbe 
lite of a fa tare national monnmeDt. Tbraugh the aetire instrumentality of tbe 
Bon. Sir Etienne Tachd, tbe Han. Qeorge G. Cartier, Attorney Qeneral, and 
the Hon. P. Tankonghnet, then GommisBioner of Crown Lands, an Order In 
OouDcil was passed, dated Tth December, 1869, " reierring this piece of land 
from sale, and appropriating it for the purpose of erecting a raonninent comiM- 
momtiTe of that distingoished feat of Canadian arms — the Battle of Ohateao- 
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No. 1. 



(^ExtrcKUd from the B^ortofiheliogaltuidPatriotic Society of Ujiper 
OajMda. Publithad, MtMreol, Lower Canada, 1817. Prvated ly 
FifSom Gray.) 

Jb Thomas Jefferson, EtgniTe, of Jlfonticdlo, Es^president of the 

Vniud States of America. 
Sir, 

In yoor letter to a member of Gongresa, recently pnblished, 
reepectiDg the sale of yonr libraiy,* I perceive that yon are angry 
widi tLe British for the dcstraction of the public buildiogs at Waab- 
ington, and attempt, with yoor accnstcmed candour, to compare that 
transaction to the devaetationB committed by the Barbariana in tlie 
middle ages. As yon are not ignorant of the mode of carrying on the 
war adopted by yonr friends, yon must bare known that it was a small 

*llosTioiLLO, 21it Sept., 1814. 
"DaiaSiB, — .... I learn from tbe newspap«rg that the TMtdalism of oqr 
enemj iua trininpbed at Washlagiou otbt Bclence as well m the Hrta, by the 
dertmction of tbe public librai7, with (he noble edifice In which it wan depoB- 
iit«d. Of thia tranaaction, as titat of Ocpenhagen, the woild will entertain bat 
009 ontlment. The/ will aee a nation Boddenly withdrawn from a great war, 
fhU armed and fall handed, taking advantage of aimUiar, whom -diey had 
•ttetaiXj forced into it — unarmed and mqrepare^to indulge tfaamt^vei In 
Mts of barbariim which do not belong to.a. cvUiMd ago." 
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reUlialJOii afler redress liad been refxised for bnrninga and depredations, ' 
not only of pnblic but private property, committed by them in Canada ; 
but ve are too well acquainted irith your hatred to Qreat Britwi to 
look for tnitli or candoor in any statement of yours where she in oon- 
oemed. It is not for yonr information, therefore, that I relate in tliis 
letter tbose aots of Hae army of the United States in the Canadas, which 
provoked the conflagration of the public bnildinga at WaeMt^ton, 
because yon are well acqniunted with them already ; but to shew the 
world that to the United States and not to Great Britain must be 
charged all the miseries attending a mode of warfare originating with 
tiienij and unprecedented in modem times. 

A stranger to the history of the last three years, on reading this part 
of yonr letter, would naturally suppose that Great Britain, in the pride 
of power, had taken advantage of the weak and defenceless utuation of 
the United States to wreak her vengeanoe upon them. But what would 
be his astonishment when told tiiat the nation, said to be unarmed and 
unprepared, had provoked and first declared the war, and carried it on 
' offenMvely for two years, witii a ferocity unexampled, before the British 
had the means of making effectual resistance. War was declared against 
Great Britain by the United States of America in June, 1812,— 
Washington was taken in August, 1814. Let ns see in what spirit your 
countrymen carried on the war during this interval. 

In July, 1812, General Hull invaded the British province of Upper 
■Canada, and took possession of the town of Sandwich. He threatened 
^y a proclamation) to exterminate the inhabitants if they made any 
iieiostance ; he plundered those with whom he had been in babits of 
intimacy for years before the war — their plate and linen were found in 
Ids poBsesdon after his turrender to General Brock; be marked out the 
loyal But^ects of the King as objects of peculiar resentment, and eon- 
^ned their property to pillage and confiagration. In antnmn, 1812, 
some houses and bams were burnt by the Amerioan forces near Fort 
Jirie, in Upper Canada. 

In Aiail, 1813, the pnblio buildings at York, the capital of TTf^ 
•Canada, were bnmt by the troops of the United States, contrary to 
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tlie articles of oa|utulatioD. Tliej oonsifited of two degant lulls, with 
oonveulent offices, for the aooommodation of tlie legialatme and of the 
oourtB of Jiutioe. The library and all llie papers and records belonging 
to theee institntions were ooasomed at the same time. The ohuTDh was 
robbed, and the town library totaUy pillaged. Commodore Ofaaonoey, 
who has geoerally behaved honourably, was so ashamed of this last trans- 
action, that he endeaTomed to oolleot the books belon^ng to the pnblio 
library, and actually sent back two boxes filled with thnn, bat hardly 
any were complete. Much private property was plundered, and several 
houses left in a state of min. Can yoa tell me, Sir, the reason why the 
public buildings and library at Washington shonld be held more sacred 
than those at York ? A false and ridicnloos etory is told of a §oaIp 
ht^ng been ftand above the Speaker's chair, intended as an ornament. 

In June, 1813, Newark eame into the possession of your army (after 
the capture of Port George), and its inhabitants were repeatedly promised 
protection to themselves and property, hoth by Ckneral Dearborn and 
General Boyd. In tlie midst of these professions, the most respectable 
of them, although non-oombatanta, were made prisoners and sent into 
the United States ; the two churches were burnt to the ground ; detach- 
ments were sent, nndet the direction of British traitors, to pillage the 
loyal inhabitants in tlie n^hbonriiood, and to carry them away captive ; 
many tkrm houses were burnt during the summer ; and at length, to fill 
up the measure of iniquity, the whole of the beautiful viUage of Newark, 
with BO short a previous intimation as Go amount to aone, was consigned 
to the flames. The wretched inhabitants had scarcely time to save 
themselves, much less any of their proper^. Sfore than four hundred 
women and children were «xpofied without shelter on the night of the 
10th of December, to the intense cold of a Canadian winter, aud great 
numbers must have perished, had not the flight of your troops, after 
perpetrating this ferooions act, enabled the inhabituts of the country to 
oome in to their relief. 

Tour friend Mr, Madison has attempted to jnstify this cruel deed 
on t^e plea tiiat it was neoeaaaty for the de&noe of Fort George. Nothing 
can be more false. The village was some distance ftom the fbrt; and 
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iiutead of thinking to defend it, Ganeml MoOhuewsa aotTU% ratieatuig 
to his OTB sbwQ whan he oanaed Newark to be bnmt. This officer bi^ 
tiiat be aoted in eon&nnity with the orden of his gorenimwt; the 
goT^nment, finding theii jvstifieatiMi uteiem, diMTOW his oonduot: 
MoClnie appean to be the fit agent of sooli a. government. He not 
only oompliea witJi his ioBtmotiona, but i«fisei upcHt them by diooai^ a 
day of intense ftost, giving the inhabitants almost no waming till the 
file began, and oomtneneiiig the oonflagralii» ih the night. 

In Not., 1813, the anny of yooc friend General Wilkinson conuniUed 
great depredatatms in its progress throi^h the eaatem distriot of Vfp^ 
Canada, and was prooeeding to systematio pillage, when the ecannmndor 
got fii^Uened, and Sed to his own diore, on finding the Jtopolatiou in 
that district inveterately hostile. 

The history of the two first aampaigos proves, b^ood dispute, that you 
had redueed fire and jHllage to a regular ^stem. It was hc^ied that the 
severe ntalistion taken for the burning of Newark, would have pot a 
stop to a pracdee so repugnant to the mtuiners and habits of a «ivili«d 
agfi; bat so ta was this from being the ease, Uiat the Uiird campaign 
exhibits eqnal enonnities. General Brown lud waste the oountiy 
between Chippewa and Fort Erie, bamiug milk and private hoBses, and 
rendering ^ose not oonsBmad by fire, uninhabitable, ^he fJeasant 
village of St. David was burnt by his aimy when about to reteeat. 

On die 15th of May a' detachment of the American army, under 
Colcnel CampbeU, landed at Long Point, district of Lot^n, Uppra 
Canada, and on that and the fidlowing day, pffl^ed and laid waste as 
much of tihe adjacent country as they could reatdi. They bnrat the 
village t>f Borer, wil^ the miils, and all the miUs, stores, distallery, and 
dwdling hoiues in tLe vicinity, oartTing away such property as was 
portable, and killing the cattle. The froperij taken ^d destrOTod on 
(bis oocasiou, was estimated at fifty thousand doU»s. 

On the 16th of Aognst some American troops and ladiaue ftom 
Detnnt, surprised the settlement of Port Talbot, where they committed 
flie most atFOoiouB acts of violence, leaving upwaids etiSt men, womeiB, 
and ehUdren in a state of nakedness and want 
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On ^ 20th of SepUnnber, a seoond ezenraion ma nude hy Uie gftni- 
BM of Detroit, g^veading fire and pillag« through the settlements in 43ie 
western diatriet i^ Upper Canada. Tireaty^veren famiHes, on this oooa* 

•ion, were redneed to the greater diatFees. Early in 

Noverabw, General MoArthnr, with a large boc^ of monnted Keotncldani 
and Indians, made a rapid mareh thiongh the westoni and part of the 
London disteiots,- burning all the milUi, destroying provieiona, and 
Bring npom the iohahitants. If there was less private phindw than nsnal, 
it was beoanse the invadtTB had no moans of oanying it awaj. 

On our part, Sir, the war has been carried on in the most forbearing 
■Banner. Dnring the two Srst campaigns, we abstained fiom any acts of 
letaliation, notwithstanding the great enormities which we have mentioned. 
It was not till the horrible deetmction of Newark attended with so manj 
aets si atrorit^, that ve burnt the villageB of Lewiston, Bu&lo, and 
Black Rook. At this our eommander paused. He pledged himself to 
proceed no farther, on the condition of yonr retmning to the rules of 
legitimate wariare. Finding you pursuing the same system this last 
campaign, instead of destroying the towns and villages within his reach, 
to which he had conditionally extended his proteetion, he apidied to 
Admiral Ooohrane to make retaliation upon the coast The Admiral in- 
(brmad Mr. Monroe of the natnre of this appUeaticn, and his determina- 
tion to comply, trnless compensataon was made tbr the private property 
wantonly destroyed in Upper Oanada. No answer was retarned for 
several weeks, during which time Waabii^;toa was taken. At length a 
letter, purporting to be answered, arrived, in which the Secretary dwells 
with much lamentation on the destruction of the public baildings at 
Washington ; which, notwithstanding the destruction of the same kind 
of boildingB in theeaptalof Upper Canada, he afieots to consider without 
a parallel in modern times. So Uttle T^jard has he fbr truth, that, at the 
Te^ moment of his speaking of the faonoiu and genwoeity practised t^ 
his government in conducting the war, Qeneral McArthnr was directed 
by the Frerident to proceed upon his bamiBg ezcurnon. 

Perhaps yon will bring forward the report of the Committee i^pointoi 
by Congress to in<|aire into Bridfdi fflu^tles, and to elaee them ander the 
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heads famiBhed b; Mr. Hadiaon, as an ofbet for the foots that have been 
mentioned. The Committee mnst have fonnd the subject extremely bar- 
ren, as only one report has seen die light; bnt since the articles of 
socnsfttion are before the pnblio, and hare been qnoted bj the enemies of 
En^and as capable of ample proof, let us give them a brief examination : 

let. ID-treatment of American prisoners. 

2nd. Detention of American i»H«onere as British subjects, under the 
pretext of theii being born on British territoiy, or of naturalisation. 

3rd. DetentloQ of Bailors as prisoners, because they were in England 
when war was declared. 

4th, Forced serrioe of American Bailors, pressed on board English 
men-of-war. 

5th. Violence of flags of truce. 

6th. Ransom of American prisoners tafeen by the savages in the service 
of England. 

7th. Pillage and destmotion of private property in the bsy of Chesa- 
peake, and the neighbouring country. 

8. Massaora of American prisonerB surrendered to the offioerB of Great 
Britain by the eavages engaged, in its service. Abandoning to the sav^^es 
the corpses of Amerioan prisoners killed by the English, into whose 
haoda they had been surrendered. Pillage and murder of Amerioan 
citizens, who had repaired to the English under the assurance of their 
protection ; the burning of their houses. 

9th. Cruelties exercised at Hampton, in Viiginia. 

1st. XU-treatment of American prisoners. 

General Brock sent all the militia t^n at Detroit home on thar 
parole, accompanied by a gnard to protect them from the Indians, 
detuning only the r^ulars, whom be sent to Quebec, where they met 
with the most liberal treatment, as the honest among them have fre- 
quently confessed. General Sbeaffe acted in the same manner after the 
battle of Queeoston, keeping the r^nlars, and dismissing Uie militia on 
their parole. Kor was this liberal coarse departed from, till the groBs 
misconduct of the Amerioan government, in liberating, without exchange 
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QiDse BO sent home, and in carr3ring away HOn-oombatante, and seizing 
the whole inhabitants of the diatriotB which they iuTaded, rendered it 
absolntely necesBary. 

When they were not abb to take all the armed inhabitants away, th^ 
made those they left sign a parole — a conduct never known in the annals 
of war — the oonditiona of which not only precluded them from afterwarda 
bearing anns, bnt from giving, in any manner, their eerrices to govern- 
ment The fanaere were dragged out of thdr houses, and carried into 
the States. Glei^ymcn were forced to ^ve their parole; in fine, it 
appeared to make uo difference whetiier a man waa in anna or not, — he 
was Bore to experience the same treatment. 

Many people, when prisoners, have been treated in the most infamous 
manuer. Officers, though ^k and wounded, have been forced to march 
on foot through the country; while American officers taken by us, were 
oonv^ed in boata or carriages to the place of destdnation. 

Our captured troops have been marched, as spectacles, through the 
towns, although you affect to complain of Hull's and other prisoners 
being marched publicly into Montreal. The officers of the 41st Be^ment 
were confined in the penitentiary, at Kentucky, among felons of the most 
infomouB description. They were treated with harshness, often with 
omeltj; and persons who irished to be kind to them were insulted by tie 
populace. 

Even the stipulations respecting prisoners, agreed to by the American 
government, have been most shamefully broken. Sir Cleorge Prevost and 
Mr. Madison agreed that all prisoners taken before the 15th day of 
April, 1814, should be exchanged on or before the 15th day of May last, 
to be conveyed into their respective countries by the nearest routes. On 
th^ day the Govemor-in-Chief, faithful to his engagements, sent home 
every American prisoner; but the government of the United States 
seemed for a long time to have totally forgotten the stipulation. A few 
prisoners were sent baek in June, but many of the officers and all the 
Boldiers of the 41st Bailment were detained till towards the end of 
October. To the soldiers of this r^ment (as iudeed to aU others) every 
temptation had been presented, to induce them to desert and enlist in 
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their serrioe, by money, laDd, &e. After it was found imposrable to per- 
suade an; number of them to do bo, the American goTernment enoan^ed 
them, for nearly two months, in a pestilentiBl mareh near Sandnaky, 
' wiUkont any ooverii^. There, baring neither shelter nor the neoeesary 
quantity of prorisions, they all got sick, many died ; and, in October, the 
remainder were sent to Long Point, nek, naked and miserable. Vtwa 
this place they oonld not be oonveyed, till clothes had been sent to oorer 
their nakedness. Qreat nnmbers snnk under their calamities, and Qie 
Dtmoet care and attention were required to save any of them alive. Snoh 
an acoamolation of omelty was never exhibited befbre. 

The government of the United States asanmed the prerogative of 
relieving officers from parole, without exchanging them ; and even Com- 
modore Kodgers took twelve seamen out of a cartel, as it was prooeeding 
to Boston Bay, and was justified for this outrage by his government. 

2nd. Detention df American prisoners as British subjects. 

It is notorions that a great many of the Amerioan army have been 
British subjects since the commencement of the war ; and, had we deter- 
mined to punish these traitors with death, if found invading our terri- 
tories, and, after ^rii^ them warning, acted up to such a determination, 
it would have been strictly right ; and in such case very few would have 
entered Canada. While these persons act merely as militia, defending 
tiieir adopted country agtdnst invasion, some lenity might be shown 
thran ; bnt when they march into the British Provinces for the sake of 
oonqnest, they ooght to be conmdered traitors to their Hug and oonntryi 
and treated accordingly. 

3rd. Detention of siulora as prisonerB, because they were in England 
when war was declared. 

This accusation is ridioolons, as sailors are always considered in flie 
first class of combatants ; but it oomes with an ill grace from those who 
have detained peaceable British subjeets, engaged in civil life, and 
banished, fifteen miles from the coast, those of them who happened to be 
in America at the declaration of war, and treated them, almost in every 
respect, like prisoners of war, according to Bonaparte's example. 

4th. Forced service of American sailors, presspd on board of En^ish 
men-of-war. 
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THaa Booamtios has Tieen t^lbea made, Imt Berar eonpl«d irkh tin oSw 
(^ Mr. FoTBter, to diseiuu^ mery Amerioas so detained, oa being tat' 
nished witti the list. The list wss newt ^Euni^ed. 

6th. Tiolenoe of flaga of trnoe, 

This aoonaatioii of Mr. HkBwii (jinitamH ftfaost bb mnob tmth as thooe 
that have been already ezannned. We A»& pve two ezamplee of the 
treatment experienced b; the bearers (€ fl^ of anoe &tjm Aa Biltadi 
army. 

Major Ftiltou, dde-de-oamp to General ^ Qtorgp Prevost, wm sbqiped 
Iry Major Forsj&, of the Unttod States smj, at the ontpwts, who 
inenlted bim moat groscdy, endeavonred to seme his deepatehes, md 
thKatened to pat >'i'n to death. So mtvih sdmmed were Forsyth's eofB' 
lioiB at tbis oatrage, that he WW Bsai fbr a Aott time to the rear. 

General Frootor sent Lieut. Le Breton to 0«i«:«l Hairison, »&a ihi 
btcttle of Moravian Town, to asoettstn oat loss <£ ofioers and men ; bat, 
instead of sending bim bade, €eBa>iJ H-nrisen detained him many wedcs, 
took him rmind the ]tke, and, a&fx all, did not ftimish bim with tbe re- 
quired informatiiHi, wbieh had been otiberwise pnwnnd in tbe muntiiiis. 

6th. Ransom of Amerieaa ptisoBtm, tolrai li^ ^^ sarages in tbe 
serrioe of Ehiglsnd. 

Some nations of the natives were at Irar with lite Americans, loog bft> 
fore lioBtdlitiea oommenced against Ei^knd ; many others not WtoS 
attempts were made to eonqner the Oanadas, the Indians beyond onr tSt- 
ritoriee, part by choice and part by soUeitatioi), oame and joined ns H 
idliee; while those wltliin the I^ovinoea had as great an interest in 
defending them, as the other proprietors of tbe soil To mitigate M 
mnoh as ptudMe the honors of war, it was ezpnealy and repeatedly told 
die Indians that scalping tbe dead, md tilling prboners (xt anre^tug 
enraaies, itere praotices eztrrasely r^ngnavt to our feelings, and no 
preaente would be ^ven them bttt fin- prisoDOfl. This, tberefbre, instead 
of becoming an article of aocosation, oi^t to have excited their gratdtade ' 
for the presence and authority of a British force nnifimnly tended to 
seonre the lives of all who were defenceless, and all who smrendered. It 
almost without exception saved tbe lives of our enemies ; yet tbe Ameii' 
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OKI) goTemment brands na as worte than sawgeB, for fighting by the aide 
of Indians, and at first threatened our extermination if we did bo, 
although they employed aU the Indians they oonld. Many individuals 
have acknowledged their obligation to us for having been saved by the 
benevolent and humane exerUons of onr ofBoers and troops ; bnt no oflioer 
»rf rank ever had the justice to make a public acknowledgment. The 
ca^th aoouaation is muoh the same as this, and mnst have been separated 
in order to multiply the number of articles. It b notorious that some 
Britash soldiers have been killed by the Indians, protecting their prisoners. 
This was the case at General Winohester's defeat, and at General Clay's. 
The grossest eza^erationB have been published. Qeneral Winchester 
was declared in all the Amerioan papers to have been scalped, and 
mangled in ihe most horrid manner, when he was in his quarters at 
Quebec. In a General Order, dated Kingston, 26th July, 1813, among 
Q^ier things respecting Indians, it is said, that the head-money for the 
prisoners of war brought in by the Indian warriors, is to be, immediately 
paid by the Gommiaaariat, upon the certificate of the general officer com- 
manding the division with which they are acting at the time. Let us now 
see how the poor Indians are treatad by the Americans, after promising, 
that they have done their utmost to employ as many Indians as posdble 
against na. It is a fact that the first scalp taken this war' was by tbe 
Americans, at the river Oanard, between Suidwioh and Amherstbui^ 
At this [Jace an Indian was killed, by the advance of General Hull's 
army, and immediately scalped.* 

At the skirmish of Biownston, several Indiana fell, and were scalped by 
tbe Amerioan troops. 

The Kantnekiaaa were commonly armed with a tomahawk and long 
Boalinng-kni& ; and burned Indiana as a pastime. 

At the river An Baiain, Obtain Oaldwelt, of the Indian department^ 
saved an Amerioan officer from, the Indians, and, as he was leading him 



■ An Indian never scalpa his enemjr until after he is dead, and does go to 
pieurve a proof oi token of bis victoif. 
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0^ the ungrateful moiuit«- Btabbed him in die neok, on which he wae 
killed by Capt. Caldvell'B mends. 

The Amerioan troope, under General Winoheeter, killed an Indian in 
a akirmiah near the river An Baiain, on the 18th Jannary, 1R13, and 
tore him literally to pieo«B, whioh so exasperated the Indiana, that they 
rdnaed bnrial to the AmerioanB lulled on the 22ud. The Indian hero, 
Teoomaeh, after being killed, was literally flayed in part by the Ameriouis, 
and his skin i»rried off aa a trophy. 

Twenty Indian women and ohildren, of the Eickapoo nation, weM 
inhnmanly put to death by the Americans a abort time ^, near Prairie, 
on the lUinaia Biver, after driving their husbands into a morass, where 
tliey perished with cold and hnnger. Indian towns were bnrnt as as 
amnsement, or common-place praotioe. All this, however, ia nothing, 
oompaicd to the recent maBsaoie of the Greeks. General Coffee, in his 
lettor to General Jackson, dated 4th November, 1813, informs him th^ 
he aorronnded the Indian towna at Tallnshatohea, in the night, with nine 
hnndred men ; that, about an hour after Bunrise, he was disoovered.by 
the enemy, who endeavoured, thongh taken by surprise, to make some 
redstance. In a few minutes the last warrior of them was killed. He 
mentioned the nnmber of warriors aeen dead to be 186, and supposes aa 
many among the weeds as would make them up two hundred. He con- 
teeaes that some of the women imd ohildien were killed, owing te the 
warriors ndzli^ with their fiuniliea. He mentiona taking only eighty-four 
prisoners of women and ohildren. Now, it is evident that, in a village 
oontoining two hundred warriors, there must have been nearly aa many 
women and men, perhaps more; and, unquestionably, the number aS 
ohildren exceeded the men and women together. Wbat, then, beoame 
(^ ell these? Neither does General Coffee mention the old men. Snob 
things speak for themselves. The poor Indians fought, it appears, with 
bows and arrowe, and were able only to kill five Americans. Their sitna- 
tion was too remote, for them to receive assistance from the British. 
Their lands were wanted, and they must be ezterminated. Since this 
period, the greater part of the nation baa been masaacred by General 
Jaokson, who destroyed tliem wantonly, in oold blood. There waa no 
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nriBbuoe, if ve cmept in^hidasl efcidtitkn of despair, wlten U iraa fbnnd 
that Uiere was no moroy. Jaekson mentaou, «XTiMn^, that the morning 
after he had destrc^ a irtiete t31i^, stzteen IndiaoB were diecovered 
Ud nnder Uie bank c^ tbe river, who vera dn^ed ent and mnrderedl- 
Upon these inhaman ez^dofta, Preddent HadlaOB only lemarb to Oon* 
greaa, that tbe Creeks Itad received a salntarf ehudaement, whioh wodtA 
mAe a lasting hnpressicni upon tiieir fean. The «radties exereised 
against these wretched nations are without a parallel, except the ooMncW 
and apathy with which they are gbaaed ovtx by &e Preddeat. Such ie 
tlie condnot of the hnmane gorennnent dl tin United States, whioh is 
inonsaBtly employed, as they pretend, in rarilising the IsdiBae. Bwt it 
is time to finish this horrid detail. We shall, flierefbre, eonolade witfa ft 
fdiort extract from a letter of the Spanish Qoremor of East ¥l<md», 
Ben^o Garzia, to Mr. Hitohell, Goremor of the State of Geoigia, to 
diow that the policy of the government of the United States, in i^ard 
to the Indians, is now generally known: 

" The Province of East Florida may be invaded in time of proPMarf 
peaoe, the plant^s mined, and the population of the capital starved, and, 
according to yonr doctrine, all is fair ; they are a set of ontlaws if th^ 
resist The Indians are to be insalted, threatened, and driven from their 
lands ; if they resist, nothing less than extermination is to be tiirar fate." 

7th and 9th. — Pillage and destraotion of private property, in the Bay 
4f Chesapeake and the neighbouring oonntry, and cmeltiee ezeroised rt 
Hampton, iir Virginia. 

It reqnirea aatonishing efirontery to make these articleB of aocnsataon, 
alter the depredations and oraeltiee committed 1^ the army of tlie United 
States in the Oanadas. 

In the attack npon Craney Idands, some boats in tlie serrioe of Great 
Britain ran agronnd. Inthis situation they made E^nals of surrender; 
bat the Americans oontinned to fire npon them i&om the shore. Many 
of tiiem jnmped into the water, and swam towards land ; but they WdrO 
shot as they approached, witbont mercy. A few days ^t«r, Hampton wad 
taken, and some depredations were committed by the foreign troops who 
bad seen some of their comrades so cruelly massacred : hut before any 
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material dtanage was done, they vere remanded on board. Several lotters 
from Hampton mention tbe behaviour of the British, while there, as highlj 
meritorioQB, and oontr&diot the vile oalomnieB of the Bemocratio print, 
which Mr. Madison cojiies in his mewage to GongresB. 

Tliis brief acooont of the oonduct of yoor government and army, unoe 
the commenoement of hostilities (which mi^^t have been greatly ex- 
tended), will M the worid with astonishment at the forbearance of Great 
BritaiD, iu sufiering so many enormities, and sadi a determined departure 
ftom the laws of civilized warfiire, to pass so long without signal punish- 
ment. 

Before finishing this letter, permit me, Sir, to remark, that the destruo- 
tion of the public buildings at Washington entitled the British to yvor 
gratitude and praise, by affording you a noble opportunity of proving 
your devotion to your ooantiy. In former times, when you spoke of the 
magnitude of yonr services, and the fervour of your patriotism, your 
political enemies were apt to mention yoor elevated situation, and the 
greatness of jotir salary. Bat, by presenting yonr library a fiee-wiU 
offering to the nation, at this moment of uncommon pressure, when the 
Treasury ia empty, and every help to the aotiuiBition of knowle<%e is so 
very neoessary to keep the government from sinking, you would have 
astonished the world with one solitary action in yonr political life wor- 
thy of oonmiendation. 

Nor are yonr obligatiima to the Brildsh army unimportant, though yoti 
have not aspired to generous praise. An opportunity has been given yoa 
of dispoMng of a library at your own price, which, if sold volume by 
volume, would have fetched nothing. You have, no donbt, seen that 
old libraries do not sell well after the death of the proprietors ; and, with 
a lively attention to yoor own interests, you take advantage of the 

time*. 

I am, ffir, 

mth due omuderation, &c., 

(Signed,) JOHN 8TBACHAN, D.D., 

Ireasuiwr of the Loyal and Patnotio 
SfMuety of Upfter OanadJk 
YOKK, SOtti Saxauxj, 1816. 
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BATAILLE DE CHATEATJGUAY. 

M, l'^ITBDE, — D y a oinquonte ans que 300 braves donnaient & I'n- 
niTSTs entier le spectacle d'an dee pins beaux fute d'annes dont pent se 
glorifier notre jenne pays. Sur 1& frdnti^ de leor patrie, anim^B da 
oonrage chevaleresqae qae leur avait l^ga^ lenrs aucStroB et marohant but 
les pas de leur Talenretix che^ Be Salabeny, ila repousaent et mettent en 
Mto une arm^e infiniment sap^enre qnant an nombre et pleine de 
I'orgneil que lui inspiiait sea pronesses pasa^es. Sana donte, Mondeni 
I'^iteur, vone avei d^j^ compris, et le vietorienz nom de " Chfiteaugnay" 
est Venn invobntaireuient se placer snr tob Uvres, oe nom rempli d'^mo- 
tioDS et tout palpitant d'int^St, mais bdas I toinb^ danB I'pnbli. Qnoi I nn 
demi-si&ile est h pdne encore feoonl6, nons poss^ons encore an railiea 
de nous quelqnes nna de ces anciens v^t^ans qui virent le drapeau ^toil^ 
s'enfuir devant la bravoure toate frangaiae de nos "Toltlgeurs," et n^an- 
moins la plus belle page de notre histoire est %n6r^ par une grande 
partie de la jeunesse oanadienne. Cetto m^Qiorable jonm^e, qui fUt pfi- 
lir I'asseition mensong^re qui met en doute la bravouie et le oonrage da 
Ganadien-fransaiB, devrdt €tre grav^ dans le cam de tout bon oitoyen, 
etaami5moire oonsacr^ par quelque marque publique qoi la tranamettrait 
k la post^rit^ la plus reonl6e. E y a quelqnea anuses, aveo grande pompe, 
on poaait la premiere pieire d'uu monument 4ltY4 an g^n^ral Brook et & 
Bon aide-d&<jamp, le colonel McDonald. Pourquoi le Bas-Ganada ne 
feraitril pas ce qu'a fait le Haut 7 Ponrqnoi nn mounment, t^moignage 
iir6:n8able de notre v^n^ration, ne a^^6Temt-it pas sur la tomba 
dn h^roB Cauadlen co|um6 aor oelle du Breton ? Est-oe qu'anz plainee 
de Cbfiteanguay ne se rattaohent paa d'auBsi glorienx sonvenirs qu'aoz 
" Queenaton's Heigfate?" Ohl oui, et cependant, aor le champ qui ren- 
fenne lea oaaements de nos pdies, Vteal ne rencontre pas m8me la aunjde 
petite croix de boia i laquelle le fila leligienz peat aller anapendie nne 
oooionne de laurier, Qa'on A^yo done nn marbre tk oeuz qui d^ndirent 
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si TBillunmeut notre Bol oontre I'inTadon gtnngdre, comme it oenz 
tomb^s poor la defease de noB drdts dvilB et politiqnes ; oa bien, mienx 
encore, qn'tia Benl Codtto letua cendres k tons, et qu'il dise anz ^tm^ere 
qni visitent le pays qn'arrosent le St. Lanreat, I'Ottawa et le Saguenay, 
que lea CanadieDS-frangids, enz aosd, out en dans le pass^ lenre braves 
et lenrs mar^ree. 

Oastob. 
Montreal, 15 janriet 1863. 

P.S. Ci-iaclna, vooa tronverezj M. I'^tonr, k r^it de I'^v^nement 
mteiorable aaqael je fais allosiou dans la cotreBpondanoe oi-deasua ; j'e&- 
p6re quo vons le pablieiez, persuade qu'il sera In aveo le pins grand 
pluair pax tos lectenre. Je faia I'extrait eoivant d'nn anoien journal. 

3 norembre 1813. 
Comme nn d^taU oiroonstanoie da I'a&ire r^nte snr la rividre de 
Ohfiteaugnay ponrrait ne pas d^jdure & vob leoteura, je toub prie d'tnsd- 
rer dans votre gazette I'^banche soivante. Quelque diffuse et quelqtw 
dj&otnense qa'elle aoit, oomme deeoription, elle a an moins le iu^te de 
I'exsditade, ayant 6t6 ^rite par un 

TfuOIN OOULAIBE. 

L'arm^ am^ricaine stationn^ k Four Comen, sous le g^n^ral Hamp- 
ton, apr^ avoir si longtomps fiz6 I'attention de dob troupes, comment 
enfin i. s'appiooher de nos firoutiSree, le 21 dn mois dernier. Le mSrne 
jonr, vers 4 heuies de I'apr^midi, sou avant-garde pouaea notre piquet 
Btatioun^ k Piper' t Road, k environ diz Uenes de I'^gliae de Oh&teaa- 
goay. AnssitSt que le mig'or Henry, de U milice de Beaubamais, com- 
mandant & la riviere des Anglius, eftt refu avis de I'approohe do I'en- 
nemi, il en informa le major De Watt^ville et fit avancer imm^diatement 
lea oapitainea L^vesque et Debartioh aveo lea oompagoies da flano da 
Mme bat^Hon de la milioe inoorpor^, et environ deux cents bommes de 
la division de Beauharnaie. Oette force s'avanjia d'environ deux lieoes 
oette nait-U, et s'arrSta i I'entr^ d'un boie aa travers dnqnel il n'^anr^t 
pas ^t^ prudent de passer. Le lendemain aa matin, de bonne heoie, ib 
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iimnt jdniB par le lieot-ool. Se SalaJieiiy, aveo aes Yoltigenn, et I# 
om^a^e l^re du OBpituue FeqinsiNi, dn r%iment canadien, Le 
U«t.-«oloit«l De Stialbeary leBiOitta & pris d'nne lieae but la rive ^oohe 
d« la liri^, & Vantie QXtrtoit^, et luie patrouille de rennemi s'^tant 
montr& h ijaelqtie diatance, il fit Uiia h^te & aa petite force. Le Ueate- 
aaiitroobnel, qui avut ea I'avantage de reoonnaitre tout le pays aa-deBBiu 
de Ch&teangoay dana ane exp^tion aor la frontigre am^iotuae, qnel- 
qnes Bemaines aapaiavant, sanit que le bord de la rivifire ne poarait 
fiiimir Qne meilleare position. Le boU 6Uiil renapli de raTmes iaY){bii' 
dea, BUI qnatre desqaelles il ^blit qoatre lignes de defense, I'one^irds 
I'autie. Lea premieres lignes dtaient dietantes I'nne de I'autre d'eimiOQ 
deux centa pas ; la qnatiiSme dtait & pen prie un demi-miUe en anJAre, 
et eommandiut snr la rire droite de la riviere nn gu^ qa'il ^tait tr^impoi- 
taat de d^fendre, afin de protegee la rive gauohe. II fit faire snr chs- 
cnne dee oes %nee ane espdoe de parapet qui s'^tenddt & qoelqne dis- 
tsnoe dana le bob, poor guvitir sa dtoite. lie parapet sue la premie 
H|^ fommit nn an^e obtas & la. dnhe da obemin, et s'^tendait le long 
^ detours dn foas^. Toate oaltfl premie jonrnSe fat empby^e^&r^ 
Ser oettfi poailaon, qui, qoant & la ibrce, ne le cMe & pas nae de oollea 
qa'on aorait pu choisir. Elle avait anud I'avBOtage de forcer rennemj, 
a'U 6tait dispose ft attaquer, de traverser nne grande ^tendne de terrain 
inhabits et de s'^oigner de ses reasonroes, tandis qu'au coDtrajce nOB 
troupes avaieut tout i souhait et ^uent bien BoatonaeB i, I'arridre. 

La rive droite de la rivi&re ^tut oouverte d'nn boia ^pais, etl'on ent 
annd solu de ae mettre en garde anpr^ dn gai, et I'on posta en avant de 
I'antre un piquet de aoixante honunes de la milioe de Beaaharnaia. 

Le lieatenant-colonel ne boma pas son attention aux ouvrages ci-deesiu. 
Ponr asBUiei sa protection davantage, il ordonna ft un parti de tronte 
bfioberons, de la division de Beanharnais, d'aller eu avant de la premidre 
Itgne, afin de d^tmire les pouts, et de fairs des abatis. £n oons^nenoe, 
tooB les ponts fnrent d^tmitfl dana I'espaoe d'aue liene et demie, et il ftit 
^t an abatis formidable & environ an mille en avant de la premiere 
ligne, a'^tendantdu bord de la rivi^e & troia ou quatre arpenta dana le 
t/mf, oH, il joi^iait, aoz la droite, ma ion mar^ageoee, on lavanne, pa 
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laqnelle Q 4ti&t presqne impossible de passer. Lea qnatiQ lignee ^talent 
ainsi eompldtemeni & oouvert On savait bien que I'ennerai Knit one 
dizaine de oanonB, et i1 loi derenait imposdble de les amener. 

G'est i. la fbroe de la podtion ohoide et fbrtifi^ de la aorte, ainsi qu'& 
lli^ro^isme de ootie petite ann6e, que uons deroiiB la viotoire brillante qui 
a ^t^ obtenne. Les talenta et I'habilet^ d'an o£Goier eommandant ne se 
distingnent pas moins sans doate dana le choix de son terrain avant la 
batailie, que dans la disposition de aes tronpes an fort de U mSlfe, etl'on 
ne {era que lendre jostioe an Ueutenant-oolonel De Salaberry en disant qne 
loi sen! doit Stre loa4 de Varrangemmt ottomiUe itahJifow la difente 
de son poite. 

Apris que le colonel De Salaberry ent ^t oea dispositimfl jndioieiuee, 
le piajor^n^ral De Watteville riot Toir son oamp, et loi fit I'honaeiir 
d'approuTer t«at oe qn'U avut fiiit. 

Qnoiqne lea abade ensaent 6t6 aober^s le second, on tint oontinnellement 
en oet endroit dee partis de travaillenrs, aSn do le rendre eneore plus for- 
midable ; on envoya dea tronpee en avant pour les prot^er, et il y avait 
tonjonTS on oatre & l'airi6re nn piqnet nombreoz. Le 29 dn mois paaad, 
vera diz henres dn matin, nne avant-garde de I'ennemi Tint ik port^ de 
monaquet de I'abatis. Le lieotenant Gny, dee VoltigenTB, qni €tut en 
front aveo nne vingtune de aea bommes, ftit oontraint de reouler aprda 
aToir &iliang^ qnelquea oonpa de finrilp, et fnt sontenn par le lientenant 
Johnson, da m&ne corps, qui oommandait le piqnet ik I'arri^re des travaO- 
lenrs, qni se virent dans la n^oessit^ de retruter et ne se remirent pas & 
I'onTTage de tout le jour. 

Dte qne le Uentenant-oolonel De Salaberry ent entendn le f^, il partit 
da froDt de la premiere ligne. D prit aveo loi trois oompagnies dn oa|4- 
taineFergnaDn,dn regiment oanadien, qn'il d^pl(7a&la droite et & 1' avant 
de I'abatia ; oelle da oapitune 1. B. Daohwnay, & qni 11 ordonna d'ooonper 
la gauche, en s'^ndant en mSme temps dn odt^ de la tiri6re, et oelle dn 
capitaine Juohereaa Daoheanay qni, aveo enviroB 50 on 60 milioiens de 
Beanhamaia, fat plsote derriSre, en potence, k la ganofae de I'abatis, de 
manidre & ponvoir prendre I'enueml en4ano, s'il avasgait oontre ttf milioe 
de Beanhamais, sor la riye droite de la rivi&re. J'oobliais de dire qa'il 
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J BTait eaviroa ana vingtoine de sanvages aveo lea homines de la oom- . 
pagnie du oapitaine I'eigiuon aot U droite. Le Iteuteuaut-ooloiiel H 
[daQa an oentie de la ligne dn boai. II voyait alon Levant loi on ennemi 
. KVM leqnel il a'^tait d«iz fina ef&re^d'en venir.auz ^sosdepnis la oom- 
monoemeat de eette oaaipagne ; rooouion taut d^cfe ae |c£aeiitait^ et 
I'^T^ement a moaiii oommsnt il a ra en jao&bw. ■ Entre I'alx^ et al 
pnanUre iigoe ^taient plaotfea U oompanie de Voldgeora du c^UiaiiiEe 
Ecayer et la oompagnk 1^6ie da Q^dtaioe Debartsob, du 5me bataillon 
de la fflilice iooorpoite, t^yant loaia piqneta de flaoo boi la dnute. Un 
^os oorpa de aaoTBgeB, sods 1q OB{atune Lamothe, ^tait r^pasda dana le 
bois, & la droite du oapitdna D^artsoh. Le lieutenant-oolonel MeDonell, 
de riafimtorie Ug^K de Gleqgui^E, ae ttanepotta, aiee vne partie de sa 
biigade l^gdre, de la 3m« tA 4me Ugnes & la Ire at la 2jne. Touh oea 
monvements ae firent aveo Tine grande nqiidit^ 

Sur oes enlxa&itea, t'ennemi eonunensa i se fiinner dana one grande 
idaine qui aboatiasait pnaqneinne pdnte en front da I'abada. Leg^n£- 
'ral Hampton ooramandait en peraonoe hoi la rive gauche de la mi^ ; 
il avait aveo loi le lOme, le 5haa et anttea i^^ments, faiaanl environ 
troie mille on tiois miUe oinq oeata hommee, avec trois esoadrona de oavala- 
lie et quatraf iioeBd'aitilliBie. N janmcans, rBrtilledeiie fut paaemployte 
dana I'aotion. Un groa parti de I'ennemi, ae moutaut k environ qninie 
oenta hommea, pdn^txa k travetf) lea boie anr k live droite de la rividre ; 
il6taitoompoa^dn4me,33mer35meietdeabataillonBdB Chaaaenia vokm- 
turee. Le reate de Tarmfe afflidoaine ae formait derri^ la fotoe qui 
^tait Btir la rive gauche. 

Feu aptte qne k colonel De Salabecry eat flat lea diapoaitioua, oomme 
on a itjk dit, nne forte qolonne d'in&nteiie s'avanga par la plaine aa 
devant de Ik, et le oolong vo^Kit qne eette oobnne e'^tut e^na^ k toe 
pri«e en front et en flanoj avantage qn'il avait attenda qoelque ten^, il 
lira le premier, et Von s'l^orgnt qne bod fen avait jet6 baa nii offioier & 
^heval; o'^taitnn bon.angnre. Alors II oidonna au trompette deaonner 
la oha^, et an aal M lea oonqtagniea dn front firent un feu vif el biai 
dirjg^ui arrSta qnelquot nunoitH la marclu da I'mmemL B demeura 
qoalqufl tem|a finr^oa,jnut, fitiaantua toorA guuhe,il aefomuteo 



,;,zcc ..Google 



ligue, et dans oette position, ISoha plttdenra toI^. N^aTunoins, par oe 
moUTement, 1e fen de la gauche db sa Hgne ports enti^Tement aur la par- 
tie dn bois qui n'^tait pas occupy par hob troupes ; maia le fen de sa 
droite fut assta fort poar obliger nos piquets h venir tjhercher nn abri 
demure I'abatis. L'ennemi prit 06 mouTenient pour le commencement 
d'nne retraite, et f^t bicn tromp^, ear U ne put s'emparer d'an pooee de 
I'&batis. Les htazag retenttssaient d'nti bout & I'antre de son ann^ : 
mais nons ne Itti e^dSmes pas meme dans le eotnbat de oris ; nos oompa- 
gnies da front orifirent & leor tanr, et^lea bwaica faient r^et^ parcellea 
de laqneae, etensuile paries troupes de la premiere ligne, qui fit joner lee 
trompettes dans tontes les directions ponr porter l'ennemi k oroire qne 
nous ^tions en plus grand nombre. Cette nuw de gnerre eat I'effist d£dr6, 
oar nons avons ensnlte appris dee prisonniefB qn'ils estimaient notre 
force &. 6 on 7000 bommes. Apr^ oes olameoTB mntnelles, on tira pen- 
dant quelqnes voltes de part et d'antre. L'ennemi n'easa^a pas one 
fois de ptSn^tret dans I'abatis. II ctmtinna cependant son ien, qui f^t 
rendu ^ propos, paitiouIi^Tement par ceuz de la ganobe. Fen aprte, 
il commenja it se ralentir, oomme si I'attention de rennemi eftt 6te dirigfe 
de I'autre c6t^ de, la riviere. Li les trompettea, qui dtaient au front, 
donnfirent le^;iial d'avancer, cu consfeqnence deqnelques mancetiTres, et 
le lieutfinant^»IoneI MoDonell, mmeux d'ajoater de nouTesni laniitrs &' 
oenx qu'il avait dSji, oneillJs i Ogdensburgb, Tint do la premiere et 
seconde ligne aveo la compagnie dn oapitaine LSvesque, comme j» crois, 
et nne autre. 

Vers la fin de Tengagement Bwr la rive ganche, l'ennemi qni, sur U 
dnite, avMtfeit rwrnlerlesmilicionsde Beanbaraais, oommen^a sur notre 
gauche un feu vif, qni Ini fut rendu par la gauAe de la oompagnie dtt 
ospt. J. B. Duohesnay et la droite de odte du wtptaine Jui^ereau Du^ 
ohesnay. Alora le HeutenanKfdonel De Salaberry ordonna aa lientenaHt- 
oolond McDonell, qni airait repris sa position, d'empScher l'ennemi 
d'srancer. Le capitdne Daly, qui ftlt (^iri pour ce servioe, traversa an 
gn^ emmena aveo M les restes de la naBoe sCdeatriw de I'autre e6t4, et 
a'avan^a sna rapidity h long de la riviAre. 

Le feu de Tennemi ayant preaqaeflesBfi * I'ftbatfcj et le Keutenaat 
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colonel Dfl Salaibeny Toyant que I'aotioii allait devenii B^enee snr la 
innte, laiuBa Ba Bitoation au centre du front et m plaj^ emr la gaoohe 
avec lee tnapee jet^ derriSre en potenoe. Li, il monta but un groa 
tionc d'atbre, et ^noiqne tria-eztK)s6 an fea de reoneini, I'ezamina de 
sang-froid aveo la. longae-vue. Alora, il donna sea ordies en franfais aa 
oapitaine Daly, et lui enjo^it de r^pondre dans la mSme langne, a£]i 
de n'Stie pas entenda de I'ennemi. Le oapitaine Sal; poneaa Tullftm- 
ment lea ennemis devant loi pendant qaelqae temps ; duus, se lalliant sot 
leiits troupes de demure, qni ^taient presqne en ligne aveo la force ma 
la rive ganche, ile attondirent son approohe et le re^orent aveo nu feu biea 
entretenn. II fnt bless^ d6s I'abord ; nonobstant bb blessure, il oondnsa 
de ponsser en avant areo la oompagnie, et dans le temps qn'il enoonra- 
geait sea hommeB, et par gea parolee et par son ezem^e, il ^t bless^ 
pom la eeoonde fois et tomba. Le oapitaine Bmy^, de la milice de 
BeaohamaiB, fat ansa! bless^ dana le mSme temp^ mais l^rement. 
Iieura hommes, n'^tant plna en ^tat de nSuater it nne force si ai^ri- 
eoro, fnrent oontrainta de leoiiler, oe qni ae fit dans une foit bon ordre, 
sons ic oommandement da lieutenant Sobiller ; et Ton entendit, encore 
one fbia, lea oris jojenx dcs ennemis, mua levi jne fnt o«Ue d'on mo- 
ment ; ear Us ne iiirent psB plnt£t arrivft vis-ik-Tis de la poteuoe, qae, 
par I'ordre dn lientenant-oolonel De Salabeny, le» tioapes qni Be tron- 
vaient \i firent snr cnx nn fen vif et biw dir^ qoi les arrSta toot^rcoup 
dana lenr marobe bardie et les mit dans la plna grande oonfuEion. Yaine- 
ment t£ch£rent-ilB dc r&iater; ils se diaperairont' et retrut^ent areo 
pr^pitation. II ^taitalors environ denxbenreaet demie dd'apr^midi; 
et le g^n^ral Hampton, Tojant qoe aea tronpea aur la riye droite ne r^a^ 
tdsBaieut pas mienx qne cellea de la rive gaoobe, ordonna k oee dOTnidres 
de retraiter, apr^ €tre demeor^ inaotirea pendant pr^ d'nne heme, 
bien qn'dles iiiEsent aseailliea de t«mps it autre par nos esoaimouobeuTB, 
qui ^taient parfaitement il couTert dana I'abatis. Nos troupee reet^rmt 
dana lenr portion et eoaoh^nt, cette nuit-1^ Bur le terrain qi^'ellee avairait 
oocup^ durant la joumfe. Le lendemtun, an point da jour, ellea furent 
renibrc^parlacompagniedeTdtigenradiLCBpitaineBouTille etlacom- 
pagnie de grenadien da c^taine Uvesqiae, du 6me bataillon de la miliw 
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inoorpor^ et de Boizanie lummea de la divinoa de Beanliarnaifl, le tout 
BOOB le oommandement dn liaatenantoolonel McDonell. Ge fat i, oet 
offider distii]gii6 que le llentenant-ooloDel De Salabeny confia le soin de 
la d^nse de I'abatis. On pooBsa des piqoeto k deux millea plus avant 
qu'oa avait encore Mt; la joorn^ ee passa dune I'atilente d'nne eecobde 
attaqne, mais nul entiemi ne se montra. Ses pic^^^etB 6Weiit fosbSe de 
telle sorto qn'uDe lingtaine d'honunea tombirent entte noa mains snx la 
rive droite de la riTidre. On treava anscd, ear oette mSme rive, une grande 
quantity de AisUb, de tambooTB, de havieeaca, de provisionB, eto. Tout 
indiqnidt fortement d^s quel dSsordie I'ennemi avut 6b6 jet^ et ayut 
efiecta^ sa retraite. fiofl troupes enterrSrent pins de 40 de lenrs geoB, 
oatre cenz qa'ils enterF^nt enx-mSmee, et panni leeqnels Be trouvaient 
deux on trois offidersde dietinotion. On troaTa denx obevanx morte snr 
la rive gauohe, et rennemi emmena dana des ohamots plnsienrB de see 
blesB^ de oe o6t^ de la rivUre. 

Le 28 au matin, le oapitaine Lamothe, aveo environ 150 saavages, alia 
reoonna!tre I'ennemi, qni, Buivant le rapport dn colonel Hnghes, des 
ing^nienrs, avait nbandonn^ son camp le jour pr^o^ent. Tin patti des 
miliciens de Beanhamais, sontena par le oaptaine Debartioh, brfila 
et d^tiniBit les ponta nouvellement 6n^B & nn mille de I'ennemi, qtu 
avut transports son eamp & environ nne demi-lieue de Piptr'i Boad, 
o'est-tkrdire & environ denz lienes de sa premidre poution. Le oapitune 
Lamothe p^n^tra dans le bois aveo seB Baavages, et malgr^ I'inf^riorit^ 
de sa force, cet officier aotif et x&6 engagea nn oombat partiel avee I'en- 
nemi, qui eat nn homme ta6 et sept bleeaSs. 

Le 30, an parti de diasseurs sanvages, boob le oapitaine Doohanne, 
donna avis qae I'ennemi avdt^ le 29,abaadonn^ son camp AJ'tper'j^batJ 
daoB le pins grand d^rdre, et €tait aor le chemin des Quatre-Foarohes. 

loi fi^it I'esp^tion da g6n6ral Hampton oontre le Ba&-Oanada. Je 
me Bnia ^tendn dans la description de la Bcdne dn combat, de la pOEddon 
et dee monvementa des troupes engage, sane craindre de lasser la par 
tienoe du lectenr. Sur nn tel aojet, I'attento empress^ d'nn public oa- 
nadien recberchera natnrellement aveo anzi^t^ tonte ecip^ d'information, 
et dans an d&nSU ausu difficile et aossi m&norable) il n'est pu 
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de ciroonBtanoc, qTnlqne petite qu'dls noit, qui n'dt Boa inWrSt par- 
ticalier. 

D'aprd9 toaies lee Informatioiis qa'on a pn tirer des prisoimierB, il 
paraSt que I'intentioii de I'euDemi ^tait de s'svanceT par la. riTi^re ib 
Ohatoangaay jnsqu'anz borde du St. Laurent^ pour y attendrela oo-op6- 
ntion dn g^n^r&l Wilkinson, qui derail prendre Kingston dans aa route 
en descendant ; 

" Ruiticiu ea^p«ctat dum defiuat amnit," 

On a aa» appris des prisonniers qTi6 la force de I'ennemi se montait & 
7,000 hommesdln^terie, 400 deoaval^e et 10 ou 12 pieces de canon. 
Le leoteur Soign^ on imbn de pr^ji^^ ne eroira peut-fitre pas que tonte 
la feroe engi^ de notre eGtti n'exoMut pas 300 liommes ; mais o'est le 
fkit ; noos rafflrmoss sans orainte d'etre ecmtiedit. Le reHte de notre 
artnte Hait en riterve par derrihre. 

II est toBl^ait flsttenr de pooroir (poster qne oestrois cents hommefl 
et leur brave commandant Staifnt tons Oanadienflj JLl'exception dn brave 
e^taine PnguBon, de trtwi hommea de sa compagnie et de tiois oS- 
ciors appartenant i, d'antree corps. Qn'on le (Use tontea les fois qn'on 
fern mention de la bstdlle de Ohateangoay, et il fmidrs qne le pr^'i^ 
caohe sa tSte ludense et cpe he nnirmnreB de la mdveillance soient 
^toofi^s par la honte et la confusion. 

Lee (^ders et ec^dats engage dans oette jonm^ memorable se sonf 
to«B ootavertB de gloire. Le oapitune Foi^iDSon, de IHnfenterie 1^^ dn 
r^pment oanadien, et les deux eaintaineB Bncbesnay se sont grandement 
distingQ^ dans le oonunandement de leors compagnies respeotivee et en 
ex^cntant i^nstenrB monTementa diffidleB sreo atrtant de sang-froid et de 
pr^nsion qn'en on jour de parade. La brKVOnre dti oapitaine Daly, de 
la brigade de fiine de la miHoe, qoi oondidsit, iila lettre, sa compagnie an 
imlien des ennemis, ne, ponmt Sti» snrpaaBee. On n'a pas moins 
remarqnS, dans oe combat s^rdre, le courage et la bravoore da oapitaine 
Lamothe, dn d^partement des smivageB, da llentenant Pingnet, de 
I'in&nterie l^dre oana^enne, dn lieutenant et a^ndant Hebben, des 
Voltigeais, du tieatenant Soiuller, de la oompague da oapitune Sidy. 
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Lee Ueatenanto Quy et Jobnaon, dea Toltigenis, form^rost knis piquets 
sur la ligoe de diffense, apKds qa'ils sq fdient retii^, et se eondnisireiU 
areo une gruade biavoaca daiant tcoit I'eug^eineat. Le oapitaiue 
Ecnyer, dea Yoldgeais, et le lieat. FoveU, de la compagnie da oapt- 
taine L^vesqne, se eoat fidt beanooup d'konnenr [»r lems dffortg poor 
a'assnrerdes prieomuersdoDeleeboiSjOa a'ezpount & uu p^ tmiiunfiiil, 
Les eapitaines Longtin et Himeaii, de la milioe de Beanharnais, ea Bont 
f(ut remarqner par lent bonne condnite ; le premier se mit & genoux aa 
commenoemeiit de I'aotjon, fit nne oonrte pn^ aveo see bommes, et 
lenr dit, en se relevant, qu'i pritent qu'ilt avaient rempli leur devoir 
envers lenr 2}ieu, iU faisaient kur devoir pour leur Sox. Louis Lan- 
gUde, ffoet Annance et Barlet Lyons, dn d^partement dea BaavageB, 
^ttuent dans Taction dn 26 et Taffaire da 28. Xeur condnite a ^t^ re> 
msrqnable dnrant tout ce temps. . 

Je ne pasHerai pas sons silence les noms dea soldats Vincent, FelletJer, 
Vervaia, Dubois et Caron, des Voltigeure, dont t[uelques-un8 traverB^rent 
la liTidre & la nage, et firentjaisonnieTS 6euz qui reinsaient de se rendre. 

A regard du lieutenant-oolonel De Salabeny, le pins ^iste doit avouer 
que ses services importauts le rendent digne des remerciments et de la 
reconnaissance de sa patiie. 

On ne sait oe qu'on doit admirer d'avantage, on son courage personnd 
oomme individu, ou son habilet^ et ses talents oomme commaudaut. 
Nous le TOyons, longtemps avant le combat, montrer le plus profond 
jngement dans le cboix de sa position et la fortifier ensoite par tons les 
moyena que lui sn^rent aa sagacity Nons le voyons, an &rt de Taction, 
embraaser tout par des vues grandeaet ^tendnes, d^endant chaque point, ' 
et gourvoyant & tont accident. Mala son m^rite et oelni de sa petit« 
ann^ devient encore plus blatant qnand nons r^fl^jhiaBons i. I'^tat cri- 
tique des temps, imm^iatement avant cette biillante victoire. I<es 
affiurea paraiasaient d^sesp^rto dans le Hant-Canada ; le d^conntgement 
oommengait & Mk sentir aea tristes efieta; on nons avut mSme dit, soqb 
haute autorit^, "que tr^probablcment, le moment approchut oii il 
" serait findlement d^termin^ d I'attente [vSsomptaense de I'ennemi 
" deYait 6tre r^diafe par I'lnTacdon et la conqnSte de cette province, on 
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" s'il ne dffrut troiiTer que la dtfaite dans bod entrqmse." Ce moment 
est paM : les amis de lem pays se le nppeleront aveo reooDnaissanoe ; 
I'aapect des af^res est ohang^. L'ennemi, poor nooB semr d'une phrase 
ft U mode, a Men " poSo^ notee sol," mm U a ^t^ repoote^ par nn oom- 
mandant Oanadien, i, la t^tQ d'une tronpe de Ganadiens qui ne se montait 
pas & la Tingti^me partde de la finw qui lenr Aait oppos^e. 
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